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Teacher Communication with Parents 

Parents are reminded that during each semester, teachers provide multiple assessment 

opportunities to students – assessments for learning, assessments as learning, and 

assessments of learning. Students receive regular and timely feedback on their 

progress. However, as always, parents are encouraged to contact any teacher of their 

child(ren) with any questions about programming, assessment, or evaluation.   

In addition, parents can now access information about their child(ren)’s progress 

through the Niagara Catholic Maplewood Parent Portal. This portal provides 

parents/guardians with access to student achievement and other information. 

Secondary parents/guardians have access to additional information such as student 

timetables, Markbook summaries, Community involvement/Christian community service 

and a transcript summary.  

Parents of Grade 12 potential Graduates should note that the Ministry of Education has 

adjusted the number of Community Service hours necessary for Graduation for the 

2021-2022 school year, from the usual 40 hours to 20 hours.  This adjustment reflects 

the difficulty that some students were facing in finding Community Service opportunities 

in the community, when social distancing is crucial for the safety and well-being of all.  

 

 

Saint Francis Breakfast Program – “Grab and Go” Format 

At the start of this school year, we were able to resume our Breakfast Program at Saint 

Francis.  In order to follow safety protocols ,this year the program involves a “Grab and 

Go” format.  Those providing the food to our students follow all safety measures when 

serving our breakfast items.  In addition, items are in pre-packaged format so that 

student safety is placed at the forefront while students receive a nutritious start to their 

day.  As in past years, our Breakfast program is subsidized by Niagara Nutrition 

Partners, an organization that supports student nutrition throughout the Niagara region 

each year.  We are very grateful for the support of Niagara Nutrition Partners and of the 

support provided by any generous donors to our Breakfast Program at Saint Francis.  

 

 



Student Services NCVLE Platforms 

Our Student Services Department has set up two sites for students to access to gain 

information about pathway options, school deadlines and general information that our 

Student Services Department provides to students.  There is one NCVLE platform for all 

students in Grades 9-11 and Returning Grade 12 students.  All students in these grades 

have been invited to this platform and should check it regularly for updates about course 

offerings, deadlines for course selections, etc.  

In addition, students who are in a position to graduate in June of 2022 have been invited 

to a Grade 12 Student Services NCVLE.  This platform provides information to potential 

graduates about such items as the deadline for applications to College or University, 

scholarship opportunities, specific College and University “virtual” information sessions 

and information about Grad photos, and our potential Graduation Ceremonies and Prom 

in June of 2022.   

It is advisable that students of all grades check these Student Services NCVLE 

platforms regularly to ensure that they stay informed about opportunities available to 

them both within and outside of Saint Francis.  

 

Student Course Selection for the 2022-2023 School Year 

Our Student Services Department has been working tirelessly throughout February, 

visiting our Saint Francis students’ classrooms and visiting the classrooms of our 

incoming Grade 9 students in our elementary Family of Schools.  Course selections and 

payment for next year’s registration at Saint Francis are due by Friday, February 25th.  

Parents and students are reminded that although timetable changes can certainly be 

made up until the end of this school year, course offerings are based upon the choices 

students have made at this point in the school year. Our Guidance Counsellors, Ms. 

Lisa Fazzalari and Mrs. Michelene Hauber, welcome any questions about course 

selections at any time.  They have been making appointments (both “in- person” and 

virtual) with parents and students who have specific questions about student pathways.  

Parents and students should not hesitate to reach out to the Guidance personnel at 

Saint Francis if they need any clarification about course selections for next year.  

 

 

 

 



Grade 12 Graduation – June 2022 

The Student Services Department has begun preparations for an “in person” Grade 12 

Graduation this year.  As with the previous two years, however, the final decision about 

the format of Graduation will be made closer to the June 2022 dates of the Graduation 

Ceremonies and Graduation Dinner/Dance.  The venue for the Ceremonies must allow 

for any social distancing regulations in place, and the number of guests will be 

dependent on these government guidelines as well.  Parents and guardians of Grade 12 

students should encourage their child(ren) to check the Grade 12 NCVLE platform often 

for updates about graduation requirements, graduations fees (as these are determined), 

and all other topics related to their graduation from Saint Francis this June.   

 

Pink Shirt Day – February 23rd 

On February 23rd, Saint Francis staff and students celebrated the importance of 

inclusion and belonging through their participation in Pink Shirt Day.  Pink Shirt Day 

began in Canada in 2007 after a young student was bullied for wearing a pink shirt in 

Nova Scotia but was then supported when two students bought pink shirts for many 

students at the school and asked as many students as possible to wear pink shirts the 

next day.  Each year, students and staff across Canada (and across the world) now 

wear pink shirts to celebrate inclusion and diversity. The theme for Pink Shirt Day 

throughout the Niagara Catholic District School Board this year was “Lift Each Other 

Up”.  In explaining this year’s theme, our board’s communication noted: “Today our 

diversity is becoming more visible than ever as people continue to embrace their 

cultures, identities, and true selves in more open and direct ways; making the need to 

Lift Each Other Up and have greater acceptance, respect, and inclusion for everyone so 

important. 

 

Saint Francis Purse Raffle Fundraiser 

In order to generate funds for student activities and events, Saint Francis is holding a 

purse raffle.  The designer bags include purses from Michael Kors and Kate Spade, and 

tickets have been on sale since February 3rd. Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $25;  sales 

end on February 23rd.  The draw will take place on Friday, February 25th.  Tickets are 

available through School Cash online. There is a link to this purse raffle on our Saint 

Francis School website.  

 

 



 

Coldest Night of the Year 2022 

The Saint Francis Phoenix will participate in the Coldest Night of the Year, as a school 

group, on Friday, February 25th.  Although the Coldest Night of the Year is a virtual 

event in the city once again this year, our students and staff, led by Chaplain Paul 

McGuire, will participate as a group in a walk from Saint Francis down to the Port 

Dalhousie pier after school on Friday of this week.  Students can register to be a part of 

the Saint Francis school team (Saint Francis Purple Army) and gather pledges to 

support Start Me Up Niagara, an organization that supports those who are homeless or 

who need help finding housing or employment in the Niagara region.  

 

 

EQAO Assessments – Literacy and Numeracy  

This year, there will be EQAO assessments for both literacy and numeracy during the 

fall and the spring.  Our Math EQAO assessment for Grade 9 took place in early 

November for those students who had their math class in the first Quad of this school 

year.  Our fall session of the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) took 

place in late November and early December for most Grade 11 students and for Grade 

10 students who had English in Quad 1 or Quad 2 of this school year. There will be a 

spring session of both the Grade 9 Math EQAO and the Ontario Secondary School 

Literacy test in late April and early May of 2022. The participants of this spring session 

will focus on those Grade 10 English students who did not have English in semester 1 

and those Math students who did not have Math in semester 1. However, of particular 

note to parents and students is the fact that if a student wrote the OSSLT in the fall of 

2021 and was unsuccessful, he or she has an opportunity to participate in the OSSLT 

again in the spring session of 2022. Also of note is the fact that EQAO has provided 

students with the option of going directly to the Ontario Secondary School Literacy 

Course next year without writing the OSSLT if they feel that this is a better option than 

participating in the OSSLT in the 2021-2022 school year.  


