
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA & MINUTES 
SAINT FRANCIS CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

Virtual 
1. OPENING PRAYER – Tony DellaVentura 

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
3. STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT – Maya Setrak 

 

a. Please refer to the attachment “Student Council Report” 
 
4. STAFF REPORT – Trish Casburn 

a. Please refer to the attachment “Teacher Report” 
 

5. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Jim Whittard 
a. Please refer to the attachment “Principal Report” 

 

6. Board Reports 
a. Policy Vetting 

i. Trustee Code of Conduct Policy (100.12) 
1. Please submit your feedback to Jennifer Pellegrini by May 31, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. 

 

7. CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL BUSINESS 
a. Potential new course offering – example Science course  

 
8. OTHER 

a. Vaccination discussion 
 

9. CLOSING PRAYER – Tony DellaVentura 

 

Next Meeting Date:  Wednesday, June 9th, 2021 

https://cdn.niagaracatholic.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Trustee-Code-of-Conduct-Policy-100.12.pdf
https://niagaracatholic.ca/contact-jennifer-pellegrini/


Parent Council Update May 19

Student Council

Banana Awards:
- For those who don’t know: Banana awards are joke awards that accompany the normal

student awards for Recognition Day (i.e. Worst Driver, or Best Couple).
- We adjusted the Banana Awards to include COVID related awards.
- We had students vote for the winners of the Banana Awards via a Google form in their

grade NCVLE classrooms.
- The winners are to be revealed in this year’s yearbook.

March Spirit Week:
- We organized this week-long event in order to lift up morale and school spirit in students

as well as give Mr.Payne opportunities for his students to get yearbook photos.
- Beach/Tourist Day and Hoodies and Sweats day for either cohort
- Overall success

Council Elections:
- Megan, Maceo, and I (along with the help of our moderators), organized the student

council elections for the next school year.
- Applicants were to submit a 2-3 minute speech by March 26th  pitching why they

deserve to be a part of the student council.
Catholic Education/Mental Health Week:

- We ran Catholic Education Week through Instagram.
- Catholic Education Week is run each year across Ontario during the first week of May.
- As a council, we took turns reading prayers and short reflections regarding mental health

(i.e Stress Management and Coping).
STF Seniors Account

- Megan, Molly, and I made the “stfseniors2021” instagram account and are awaiting
submissions.

Senate
Leadership Symposium:

- Hosted by our Senate once a year in the spring.
- All elementary and secondary student councils within the NCDSB are invited to this

symposium for the day.
- It was hosted through Youtube Live with parts of the symposium being lead through

zoom and Google Meets.
- Besides having inspirational guest speakers and activities regarding leadership, there is

an actual point to this symposium.
- Through Google Meets, senators are distributed into breakout rooms along with

elementary students from their respective family of schools.
- There, a FOS elementary trustee is elected to be a part of the FOS student council.



Catholic School Council Teacher Report: May 19, 2021 

Teacher Communication with Parents 

Parents are reminded that communication between teachers, parents, and students 

continues during our octomester and 22-day cycle model of classes. In each 22-day 

phase of learning, teachers provide multiple assessment opportunities to students – 

assessments for learning, assessments as learning, and assessments of learning. 

Students are receiving regular and timely feedback on their progress, even though the 

number of days in each cycle are far fewer than in a “regular” semester.  As always, 

parents are encouraged to contact any teacher of their child(ren) with any questions 

about programming, assessment or evaluation.   

In addition, parents can now access information about their child(ren)’s progress 

towards a pathway destination through the Niagara Catholic  Maplewood Parent Portal. 

This portal provides parents/guardians with access to student achievement and other 

information. Secondary parents/guardians have access to additional information such 

as student timetables, Markbook summaries, Community involvement/Christian 

Community Service and a transcript summary.  

Parents of Grade 12 potential Graduates should note that the Ministry of Education has 

adjusted the number of Community Service hours necessary for Graduation for the 

2020-2021 school year, from the usual 40 hours to 20 hours.  This adjustment reflects 

the difficulty that some students are facing in finding Community Service opportunities in 

the community, when social distancing is crucial for the safety and well-being of all.  

 

Support for Students and Parents during this Period of Synchronous and 

Asynchronous Learning 

With so much time spent on the computer during this period of “remote” learning, 

parents and students may experience difficulties, at times, with accessing information 

due to technical issues involving their computers.  For this reason, I point out the fact 

that there are a Parent Hub and a Student Hub on our school board website.  Both are 

located near the bottom of the main page of the Niagara Catholic District School Board 

webpage. In particular, the Parent Hub includes a valuable set of “Frequently Asked 

Questions” and responses.  This section provides information about such topics as how 

to access the Parent Portal, how to reset a student’s password, and how to ensure that 

computer communications are safe. There may be value in spending a few minutes 

looking at the information provided in this Parent Hub, as I know that I have been asked 

several of the questions provided within this hub by parents this year and last year, 

during our times of remote learning.   



 

Niagara Nutrition Partners Continued Support of Students 

Niagara Nutrition Partners has continued to support our students by providing grocery 

gift cards to the school to be shared with families that are currently experiencing 

economic hardship. Each gift card has a value of $100, and Saint Francis was given 6 

gift cards. Our Student Success Team met to make a team decision about the 

distribution of these gift cards. It is commendable that Niagara Nutrition Partners 

continues to support our Saint Francis community during a time when we have been 

unable to support our Saint Francis students by providing our Breakfast Program in its 

traditional form.  

 

 

 

Renovations to the Special Education Department Setting 

In preparation for the 2021-2022 school year, the Special Education environment at 

Saint Francis will be undergoing some renovations during this upcoming summer.  The 

space will be enlarged to include one additional classroom so that some upgrades can 

be made for the benefit of all students.  For September, there will be three new sections 

added to the Special Education area.  These will include a private work space, a quiet 

room and a sensory room.  Currently, the location of the sensory room is across from 

the Main Office.  This current sensory space will no longer be a part of the Special 

Education Department and will be re-purposed for other needs. The new sensory room 

in the Special Education area will be larger than the old space, and its inclusion in the 

Special Education area will mean that students will no longer have to travel to receive 

sensory accommodations that should be embedded in their school day schedule. In 

addition to these changes for the fall, there is a planned second phase of renovations 

for the Special Education Department space.  If all follows as planned, the second 

phase of renovations will take place over the summer of 2022 and will include additional 

upgrades that will enhance the learning environment days of students who work within 

the Special Education Department area for at least a part of their school day.  

 

 

 

 



Principal Change  

As all of you know, Jim Whittard will be leaving Saint Francis next year to share his 

passion for students and education with the Blessed Trinity Community.  Joe Zaroda will 

be the next Principal of Saint Francis.  I would like to thank Jim on behalf of all teachers, 

parents, and students of Saint Francis.  His leadership, compassion, commitment to 

students, and growth mindset has created a climate where students are challenged to 

reach their fullest potential in all aspects of their lives.  Jim has been a very strong 

advocate for all students, most especially those who face challenges of various kinds.  I 

will personally miss Jim’s visionary leadership, as it has challenged me to reflect often 

about my own practices and to strive to be a better educator each day.  I know that I 

represent the thoughts of all students and staff of the Special Education Department - 

and of Saint Francis - when I note that Jim will be greatly missed!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

 

 

• School Structure for 2021 starup 
▪ Octomestering 

• Class Structure Information 
 

• Academics: 
o OSSLT  

▪ Two sittings in 2021-22 
▪ Current Gr 11 and Non Graduating Gr. 12 are exempt 
▪ Next years Gr. 11 and Gr. 10 will write 

o OSSLT remediation 
▪ ELS supporting at risk OSSLT writers 
▪ Meeting with candidates in May/June 

o GLS supporting at risk or not at level grade 9 math students 
▪ Many meetings so far 

o Destreamed Grade 9 Math 
▪ What does it mean? 
▪ Why? 

• End to discriminatory practices and equity 
▪ What? 

• New strands include coding and modelling 

• Will continue with focus on algebra and linear relationships 
o Destreaming Curriculum 
o Hybrid Teaching and Cohorts 

 

• Activities to date:  
o 2020-21 registrations 

▪ Always accepting more…our numbers are strong  
▪ Always a good time to be at Saint Francis…i.e. 3 student entry points 

o Transition visits from Student Services to Associate Schools. 
▪ Numeracy – GLS 
▪ Literacy – ELS 
▪ New? 

o Graduation planning 
▪ Drive-by Celebration and Graduation 2021 

o 2021-22 Scheduling 
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