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Whittard, James

From: James Whittard <james.whittard@ncdsb.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2020 9:56 AM
To: Whittard, James
Subject: Saint Francis In-line with News Paradigm

This email originated from outside Niagara Catholic.  
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Parents and Phoenix, 

I am reaching out in an attempt to draw some similarities from my email yesterday to a Global news article this 
morning.  The news article can be found at https://globalnews.ca/news/6962955/coronavirus-falling-behind-
school/ . I hope you read this article and feel comforted that some very specific comments I made yesterday 
about next steps, Continuation of Learning, educational recovery and our staffs' commitment to Assessment for 
Learning, echoed by York University professor, John Ippolito.  

For instance, Ippolito references, "that parents shouldn’t be very worried — a short break from the classroom 
due to COVID-19 won’t cause any major disruptions to a child’s academic progression". 

Through the recovery phase, we will not be steamrolling through curriculum for the sake of checking boxes but 
compassionately prioritizing learning, assessing students to uncover what gaps might be present and moving 
forward in a specific, prioritized way.   

My comments regarding Assessment For Learning, are synonymous with Global's article drawn from Charles 
E. Pascal, a professor of applied psychology and human development at the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education, when he states:  

"When it comes to “making up for lost time,” Pascal said teachers should focus on the key things students need 
to know when they come to a new class. 

 “Teachers can ‘test’ for these necessary [entry-level] things to find out if they need to provide catch-up lessons 
for all or some students". 

The article also touches on the topic of individual strengths and needs of students.  The author highlights that a 
positive, new normal will emerge from this experience and that our sons and daughters will have learned life 
lessons impossible to teach in the theoretical classroom. The following quotation rings true for me: 

“Naturally, students vary regarding issues of resilience, challenges with learning and other differences that 
require careful individualized attention, [but] that has always been important and will be more important than 
ever,” Pascal said. If this level of compassion and empathy are demonstrated, Pascal is confident that ” a new 
and better ‘normal’ [will] emerge.” 

I am emailing your to prioritize two messages for your: 

1. Our staff is working very hard to provide instruction and skill acquisition during this distance learning 
period.  In efforts to assist in this Continuation of Learning we need your support in reinforcing 
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engagement from your sons and daughters.  Our staff is committed to differentiating instruction to 
support their needs not just now but more importantly during our educational recovery phase ahead. 

2. Our SUCCESS team is still meeting weekly and will continue  in  our efforts to provide some of that 
individualized support both academically and emotionally. 

I hope you feel a sense of relief and confidence that plans are already being implemented and strategies 
mentioned in this article have already been sent out to you from myself in efforts to ensure an educational 
recovery is highly successful. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Whittard 

Principal 
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