
 
 
 
 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 
 
Phoenix, 
 
I am writing to you to provide more information regarding the rollout of a virtual learning experience 
for your Niagara Catholic students at Saint Francis. 
  
A letter to parents from the Minister of Education was sent to families on April 1st, 2020 about the 
extension of school closure to Friday, May 1st, 2020.     
 
In both the Minister’s letter and the letter from our Director of Education to all families on March 
27th, they referenced how we are moving from student-supported learning to teacher-led learning as of 
April 6th. Phase One was the student-supported learning with resources that were available from the 
Ministry of Education and Niagara Catholic’s Learn from Home resources available on our Board 
website. Staff are currently preparing for the teacher-led phase of curriculum delivery to ensure the 
continuity of learning.  
 
The next phase of teaching and learning, at Saint Francis, will not replicate the quality of instruction 
in a customary classroom under the guidance of a teacher.  During this time our goals are to ensure:  
 

1. Continuity of learning, within a virtual Catholic learning environment, which is affected 
by subject-type, and   

2. Successful completion of the school year for all students.   
 

For students in their graduating year, no student will have their graduation jeopardized due to 
COVID-19. A letter will be sent to students and families of graduating students next week that 
addresses issues unique to these students.  
 
As we continue into this unprecedented territory it is important to have open lines of communication 
between parents and education staff. At this point, Saint Francis teachers should already have been in 
contact with your child.  As always, parents are free to contact their child’s teachers for any subject-
specific questions. I provided contact information in a previous email however here is the link to our 
contact list located on our school website: https://www.stfrancisphoenix.com/staff/ 
 
Secondary students should anticipate spending 3 hours of work per course per week.    
 
Teachers will engage and connect with students in a variety of ways to support learning.  Teachers 
have the discretion to use a variety of platforms which may include Google Classroom or Brightspace.  
If you have any questions about the platform in question please connect with the classroom teacher. 
 
Additional online resources are available at the Niagara Catholic COVID-19 Student Learning From 
Home Resource Page.  Suggested Board resources can be found using the Secondary tab under: 
Recommended secondary learn at home resources.  These are in addition to the Ministry Learn at 
Home Resources for high schools which are also available on the site.  



 The Board is currently working on a plan to ensure access to technology for students who require it 
based on the feedback from the recent survey of student technology needs.  More information will be 
provided once the plan is finalized.  
 
Learning tasks, projects and culminating activities will be marked by teachers and feedback provided.  
These results will then be used to inform final marks. 
  
Students with special needs should receive appropriate accommodations when necessary.  Educational 
Assistants will be involved to support learning and continued access to the curriculum.  
 
Saint Francis IEP’s have been carefully constructed by Mrs. Casburn and will be printed and mailed 
next week. 
 
Christian Community Service Hours that have been completed, but not yet reported to the school, 
should be submitted to the school so that they can be reported on the report card. More information on 
how to do this will be shared in the future. 
 
For students participating in cooperative education, in-person community placements are to be 
suspended. Cooperative education teachers will work with students to modify their co-op learning 
plans so that they can meet curriculum expectations.  
 
Mid-term Report Cards will not be issued to non-graduating students.  
 
In this rapidly changing environment, students may be anxious and experience challenges with their 
mental health and well-being. Students are encouraged to use the Kids Help Phone, which provides 
24/7 access to counselling and information by calling 1-800-668-6868 or texting CONNECT to 
686868. Board support staff is also available to support students and parents, as required.  If you do 
not have this contact information, please feel free to contact me. 
 
As referenced in previous communications with you, we have experienced trying times at Saint 
Francis specifically and I am overwhelmed by your support of our teachers and our administration.  
We did not choose to have to endure COVID 19 in a very real way, however our staff and students 
have taken on the challenge and continued to place the focus on your children.   We still have some 
staff that are ill and recovering.  Please have patience with us as our staff heals in efforts to serve your 
families.  
 
Please visit our website for an archive of all communications from Saint Francis with regards to this 
COVID 19 Pandemic at: https://www.stfrancisphoenix.com/covid-19-communication/ 
  
I pray that this letter finds you and your family well, 
 
Sincerely,  
  
  
 
 
Jim Whittard  
School Principal  


