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As we emerge 
from the sacred 
time of Lent, 
Saint Francis 
is a very busy 
place. Catholic 
Education Week 
is upon us and 
spring athletes 
are busy getting 

their seasons started.  Our push to 
June was kicked off with our astound-
ing interpretation of music represent-
ed by the music industry’s Billboard 
#1 Hits.  

Our theme stretched back in time as 
we celebrated “Mixed Tape Revival” 
or all those Billboard #1’s that would 
have found themselves on your favou-
rite “Mixed Tape”.  Our talented artists 
provided a fascinating music, dramatic 
and video experience for our com-
munity. 

As our new season moves into May 
and June, we look forward to Art com-
petitions, Sidewalk Chalk Festival and 
Catholic Education Week. 

Other activities that our students are 
engaged in this spring include soccer, 
badminton, track and field and row-
ing. Our chess players are currently 
matching wits with other chess teams 
from around the Board.

Saint Francis is also present via twitter 
(@stfphoenix), Instagram (stfphoenix) 
and Snapchat (thepurplearmy). There 
will be a Markbook report to go home 
on June 7th.   Please see information 

provided by our very own Catholic 
School Council.  We are blessed to 
have the support of such a positive 
group.  Thanks to Sandra and our 
entire Council.

May we continue to support and enjoy 
the successes that make us Phoenix. 

Jim Whittard, Principal 

Catholic School Council

WHY

• Lead by example….be positive and 
get involved, our children seeing par-
ent involvement increases the level of 
student achievement.  

• It’s free!!

• Building positive relationships with 
other parents and school faculty

• By choosing to be a partner in the 
education system you are contribut-
ing to the shared goal of enriching the 
students educational experience 

WHERE 

• Meetings are held at St. Francis 
Catholic High School 

WHO

• You!!  Family members of our stu-
dents are encouraged to participate 

WHAT

• Meetings offer the opportunity to 
express opinions/ask questions re-
ceive clarification, as parents/caregiv-
ers our voices are important

• CSC meetings are our space to ask/
inquire/learn

• Notice and review of school events 
and NCDSB notices

• Snacks....this is key!!

WHEN

• 4-5 times (evenings) per school year, 
meeting dates are available on our 
school website, check it out!

• Volunteer opportunities will be 
available throughout the school year 
as well

HOW

• Show up

• check out the school website 

• http://www.stfrancisphoenix.com

• It’s all about partnership…..we 
would love to see you at our meetings 
in 2018-2019!

Sandra McQuade & all of Saint Francis 
Catholic School Council members
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Mixed Tape Revival 

With the success of last year’s Muscle 
Shoals spring concert as inspiration, 
the Phoenix Music Ministry 
rose to the challenge and began 
brainstorming ideas for this year’s 
show.  Sourcing inspiration from the 
Billboard hit parade of number one 
hits over the last few decades, songs 
were chosen that highlighted our 
students’ individual talents.  

Work began on the show with the 
start of the new semester.  Sifting 
through decades of number one hits 
was an entertaining process: certainly 
a trip down memory lane for Mrs. 
Carter, Mr. Pietrangelo, Mr. Oliveira 
and Mr. Whittard.  Narrowing our 
selections down to an hour’s worth of 

material was not easy.  Classics from 
Van Halen and Whitney Houston, for 
example, ended up on the cutting 
room floor.  Some songs stuck and, 
in no time, ideas began to blossom 
and the circle of players grew quickly.  
Reaching out to Ms. Lambert for 

Visual Art, Mr. Barber for Set & Stage 
construction modifications and  
Mrs. Spiotti for Emcee Monologue 
development, made light work; they 
were enthusiastic and gracious with 
their talent and time.  

With eleven tunes mapped out, Mr. 
Pietrangelo began the long hours 
working with choir, singers and band.  
His work on harmonies highlighted 
the established bond between 
Brianna Monterosso, Isabella Agnino, 
and Lea Formicuccia. Joining forces 
for a few classic numbers, this 
powerful trio of voices gave the Bee 
Gees’ Stayin’ Alive new life.  For 
Michael Jackson’s Billie Jean, Lea took 
Michael’s lead in perfect form.  In 
the TLC chart-topper, Waterfalls, the 
ladies brought the noise again with 
Izzy providing some solid rapping 
bringing some cool edge to the show.  
Brianna kicked the show off with her 
solo work on Gloria Gaynor’s I Will 
Survive, getting the crowd roused up 
with her crooning falsetto.

Mixed Tape Mixed Tape
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McKenna, Payton Kelly and Peter Le 
added a great visual companion to 
their witty monologues.  

Keeping them all glittery and on 
point, our makeup artists kept our 
performers on time for stage cues 
and looking great.  ‘Big ups’ to 
Natasha Iannacchino and Fernanda 
Rosenboom for their creative touch.

To use an artistic phrase, the ‘mise 
en scene’ that night was eclectic 
and electric.  Ms. Lambert’s crew 
helped transform our venue from 
athletic centre to concert hall.  The 
rich portraits of musical artists, such 
as Madonna and George Michael, 
referenced album covers while the 
giant records reminded us of our rock 
n’ roll heritage. Lighting was sourced 
out to Jake Vaughan, and his blend of 
tech savvy and creativity made the 
stage glow and our performers shine.  

With the singers and players and 
choir rehearsing after-school, Mrs. 
Carter was hand-picking her seasoned 
horn players from her instrumental 
class.  With horn parts drawn up, the 
forecast was calling for incredible 
winds. Co-op student Austin Hicks-
Breese jumped on trumpet, lending 
his chops to help teach the young 
crew of Hannah Sawchyn, Kasey 
Miele, Wyatt Muzykaand Alberto 
Repetto.  

Their dedication on woodshedding 
their parts was proof on Waterfalls, 
Joy To The World and I Will Survive.  
On Superstition, their brilliant hits and 
accents gave Carlo Rescigno the ease 
to step into Stevie Wonder’s groove.  
Simply put, they rocked.  We are lucky 
to have an instrumental program of 
brass, reed and wind to draw upon.  

Our seniors, Nico Tripodi and Alex 
Bula definitely gave the show a certain 
amount of authority.  Both of them 
owned that stage from the moment 
Nico hit that first guitar chord on 
George Michael’s Faith and Bula 
literally dropped the mic . . . stand for 
some proto-disco punk attitude on 
Blondie’s Call Me.  Later in the night, 
Nico brought his dancing shoes and an 
ensemble of choir and singers to join 
him for a super-cool choreographed 
Loggins’ cut of Footloose.  A huge 
shout-out to Miss Altseimer whose 
hard work imparting her skills into 
each choreographed piece gave our 
students such a fun-filled opportunity 
to grow in dance and get a taste for 

the dramatic arts.

Our first year students, Molly 
Nullmeyer, Maceo Tripodi, Ellika 
Greaves and Madison Lacas stepped 
right up to the mic in a big way.  Aside 
from her cello duties, Molly joined 
Maceo for the classic tear-stained 
ballad with Cyndi Lauper’s Time After 
Time.  Ellika’s tip of the hat to Ray 
Charles gave the crowd goosebumps 
with a hearty lament of Georgia On 
My Mind.  Madison had no hesitation 
belting out the night’s finale Joy 
To The World, as the ensemble of 
players, singers, roadies, and emcees 
flooded the stage.

Our choir, consisting of Cole 
MacDonald, Kalissa Delacruz, Madison 
Lacas, Jessica Morcos, Ariane Alas, 
Jayme Nesbit, Jaden Thibodeau and 
Alyza Co made the choruses pop and 
we are excited knowing this young 
and energetic crew is deep in talent.

Throughout the night, between these 
stellar performances, our masters of 
ceremony were weaving a seamless 
web of historical insight along with 
comedy.  Thanks to Mrs. Spiotti for 
her overseeing the young talents of 
Mikaela Gonzalez Tabares, Wyatt 
Muzyka and Noah Bradley, whose 
impersonation of Kasey Casem 
gave the show some street cred.  A 
guest emcee appearance of Donald 
Trump was a surprised welcome. 
Aiding Mikaela, Noah and Wyatt, the 
projector and screen by Mr. Payne 
and his crew of Zoe Krieger, Emmy 

Mixed Tape Mixed Tape
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Our tech crew is a wild bunch of really 
nice guys.  Eager to listen and learn, 
stepping up to make things perfect, 
Carter Hendriks and Norbert Tanacs 
have the right stuff.  They could 
easily make a life out of comedy, 
however, we hope they stick to their 
awesomeness as roadies.  Shout outs 
to both Lucas Duemo behind the 
lens, taking those hard to get shots 
for future photographic reference 
and Kyle Wong whose backstage 
assistance and cues did not go 
unnoticed.  Mr. Payne helped direct 
our roadies and added critical lighting 
elements to the production.

And now . . . our band.  These young 
individuals rose to the challenge and 
dedicated themselves to learning a 
wide variety of songs written over 
four decades, within the last few 
months.  Each song needed to be 
respectfully analyzed and replicated 
by applying different effects and 
settings from their gear.  Andrew 
Mella, Jacob Riganelli and Carson 
Greene provided a solid backbone 
of rhythm and groove.  Padding the 
beat, Arnold Kujani helped accentuate 
the beat on the Cajon.  We couldn’t 
ask for a more solid bunch of players, 
both in talent and attitude.  Gracing 
our stage with sweet melody and 
luscious accompaniment, Jake Dell 
and Luka Kartvelishvili’s guitars shone 
with crunchy rhythms, smoky leads 
and warm tones.  Alpha Matthew’s 
steel drum gleamed with Caribbean 
zest and Molly Nullmeyer’s cello 
soothed our soul.  It is plain to see 

that this combination of talented 
people can be a rare thing, and we are 
blessed and thankful. 

If you were not able to attend the 
performance, you missed out on 
getting a really cool programme.  
Check it out.  It managed to embody 
the theme of the night by visualizing 
the classic romance we once had with 
making mixed tapes for our friends, 
road-trips, breakups and parties.  The 
Walkman visual harkened back to 
when we ventured out into the world, 
armed with a personal soundtrack 
for our lives.  A special thanks to  Ms. 
Zugic who managed to endure the 
ravings of Mr. Oliveira and captured 
the vision and ran with it to produce a 

great product.
Behind the scenes, Mrs. Giroux 
helped with the buyout, Mr. Sullivan 
lent us the space and Mrs. Bianco 
co-ordinated the feeder schools visit.  
Mr. Barber’s crew of Justin Aubin, 
Mike Sharpe and Nick DiPasquale 
and their stage mods cannot go 
unmentioned.  It takes a lot of help 
to raise something like this off of the 
ground.  For any craft to reach these 
heights, you need someone at the 
helm that can steer things straight.  
Our last tip of the hat goes to Capt. 
James Whittard.  Thanks to him, the 
Arts are alive and well at St. Francis 
Catholic Secondary.  Not only a lover 
of music and the arts, our principal 
should be lauded for his zeal to inspire 
and support his team to strive for 
perfection.  

Stay tuned friends, next year’s 
production, Cinephenia: The Power of 
Music in Film is already in the works 
and will be playing in Partiridge Hall 
at the Performing Arts Centre on April 
30th, 2019.

Mixed Tape Mixed Tape
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Mind... Mind...
artwork "The Heart of London". Chloe 
Diemer and Jason Friesen Aguayo has 
also been given the opportunity to 
paint the portraits of Eileen McCarthy 
and Peter Ferren, who were given the 
Award of Distinction at the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board's 
Bishop’s Gala.
Senior Art students were delighted to 
get Hot tickets to The Art Gallery of 
Ontario's exhibit "Infinity Mirrors" by 
Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama featuring 
Optical illusion installations in six self-
contained mirror rooms, each decked 
out with different lights, landscapes 
and sculptures that seem to reflect 
endlessly. Summed up by our Art 
students in one word "Awesome"!
As the year continues we look forward 
to the following upcoming Art 
ventures:
• The Secondary Music Festival held 
at The Marylin I. Walker School of 
Performing Arts Brock University on 
May 9th. Check out the Honour Band 
evening performance
• The Sidewalk Chalk Festival/ Art 
in the Park held on the back stage, 
lot, and green space at Saint Francis 
Catholic Secondary School on May 
30th evening celebration. Rain date is 
May 31st.
• The Senior Drama Student Festival 
evening performance will be held 
at Saint Francis Catholic Secondary 
School on May 30th. This special 
presentation will take place on the 
stage during our Sidewalk Chalk 
Festival/Art in the Park.
• The Youth Artist Gallery will be held 
at The Marylin I. Walker School of 

Arts
The fun never stops in the Art wing of 
our school! Within this multi-faceted 
department, Art students are sharing 
their God given talents with our 
Community at large. 

Our Music Ministry led by our 
educators Mr. Pietrangelo, Mrs. Carter 
and Mr. Olivera have reached out and 
performed for our feeder schools, 
local parish communities and general 
public in hot ticket venues. Our latest 
testament to talent was showcased 
in our Arts production of Mixed Tape 
Revival. Musicians, Artists, and Drama 
Students entertained with top 70's & 
80's Billboard hits, to the delight of 
multiple audiences. Impersonations 
of Donald Trump and Kasey Kasem 
provided entertaining interludes 
during the performance thanks to 
efforts led by Ms. Spiotti.  Guests were 
surrounded by visual masterpieces 
depicting top record album covers, 
led by Mrs. Lambert. The show 
was a huge success showcasing our 
remarkable talent. 

Art students Chloe Diemer and 
Vanessa Constant exhibited their 
Art at Rodman Hall's Interpreting 
Environments 2018 Niagara Secondary 
Student Juried Exhibition. This 
exhibition highlights the range of 
approaches students use in art 
making and invites us to share in 
their expressions, perspectives, and 
understanding of the world around 
us. Congratulations to Chloe who 
was awarded "Jurors choice" for her 

Student Services
Preparing for Graduation!
Gowns are ordered, and the final 
home stretch is at hand!  All graduates 
are expected to attend our Niagara 
Catholic Graduation Celebration 
on Thursday, May 17, which will 
be followed by a Grad Luncheon at 
Antipasto’s di Roma. Please ensure 
that all Community Service Hours 
are handed in by  Friday, June 1.  
Gowns and tickets will be available 
during exams.  Graduation Prom 
is Monday, June 25 at Club Roma. 
Photos are from 5 – 6 pm, and dinner 
is at 6 pm.  Graduation Ceremonies 
are Wednesday, June 27 at Niagara 
College, Welland Campus, at 6 pm.
Grads - Please be sure to submit 
a School Letter form by May 14 to 
qualify for this prestigious award given 
at Recognition Day. 
Accepting Offers to University:
The deadline to accept an offer is 
June 1, 2018.  Offers are accepted 
in your OUAC account – you must 
complete the entire process and have 
a confirmation number to be sure you 
have accepted your offer.
Many schools begin course selection 
in late May, early June.  Please READ 
emails from your schools and be sure 
you are on your student portal!
OSAP
Once you have accepted an offer to a 
college or university, you must FINISH 
your OSAP application by completing 
all the final steps and submitting all 
required documents.  New this year – 
any funds from OSAP will go DIRECTLY 
to your school to pay your fees.  If you 

have a balance remaining, this will be 
issued to you by your school.
TIMETABLES
We are working hard to create a 
schedule and timetables for next 
year.  Students will receive a tentative 
timetable before leaving in June and 
are asked to make any timetable 
change requests BEFORE leaving for 
the summer.  
SUMMER SCHOOL
A wide variety of courses are available 
through summer school, many of 
them hosted at our very own school!  
New credits in Civics/Careers and 
grades 11 and 12 English will be 
running this summer.  See Student 
Services to pick up applications.

English

It has been a very busy first half, 
especially with all the preparations 
and planning that went into a very 
successful OSSLT on April 10th of this 
year. Thanks to the combined efforts 
of Mrs. Wall and the ELS2O Literacy 
Skills course, the Brock tutors who 
came in to work with students, and 
the literacy prep occurring in all Grade 
Ten classes this semester and last.  
We are more than confident that our 
students were very well-prepared for 
this year’s test.   We are looking to 
continue this prep model next year, as 
it provides a real sense of communal 
teaching and learning. 
During the second semester, Mr. 
Chalmers is working closely with Brock 
Researchers on a Canada-wide study 
focusing on teaching postcolonial 

literature in his grade 12 ENG4U 
course. The researchers will visit the 
classroom to speak to several students 
in a focus group, discussing how 
students have reacted to our core 
novel, A Thousand Splendid Suns by 
Khaled Hosseini in terms of its merits 
as a post-colonial text. 
In April, the Writers Craft students 
from semester one attended the 
Annual NCDSB Inspiring Writer’s 
Conference. These students had the 
opportunity to tour the facility and to 
participate in two different workshops 
with slam and spoken word poets, 
who engaged our students to tap in 
to their own poetic voices in their 
writing. 
 This June the grade nine students 
will have an opportunity to travel 
to Stratford Festival to watch a 
performance of To Kill a Mockingbird, 
the stage production of the novel, 
which is also the core text on the 
ENG1D course. These students will 
get a rare opportunity to see the 
characters from this classic work of 
fiction come to life in an outing that is 
sure to enrich their learning.  .  
Lastly, the much-anticipated creative 
arts magazine Phoenix Fire will publish 
later this spring.  As usual, all of the 
poetry, stories, pictures and art work 
are original pieces created by students 
in the Writer’s Craft and visual arts / 
photography classes running here at 
Saint Francis Catholic Secondary. 
Spring is upon us, and with the 
warm weather comes more exciting 
events and happenings in the English 
Department here at Saint Francis. 

Performing Arts, Brock University, the 
evening of June 6th.
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Math
The second semester grade 9 EQAO 
assessments will be written on 
Thursday, June 14th and on Friday, 
June 15th, 2018, for students taking 
math this semester. All booklets are 
then marked by EQAO during the 
month of July and results will be 
released sometime next fall. Grade 9 
teachers will review in class prior to 
EQAO.  Additionally, EQAO questions 
will be incorporated on math tests 
throughout the semester. 

The final few weeks of school bring on 
many challenges, both academically 
and in the co-curricular programs, 
as many activities are planned for 
students. 

If your child is missing class, there 
is extra help available Monday to 
Thursday during P3 after school. This 
is also an excellent opportunity for 
students to get extra review, as exams 
are quickly approaching. 

On a final note, please review your 
child’s choices, and if you feel your 
child requires remedial work, there 
are summer programs available.  
Please contact Student Services for 
further information.  

MATH CONTESTS

The University of Waterloo Math 
Contests for students in Grades 9, 
10, and 11 were held on Tuesday, 
February 27, 2018.  Forty-eight 
students from our school participated 

in this challenging multiple choice 
endeavour.  The Grade 12 Euclid 
contest, which is a 2 ½ hour full-
solutions test, was written on 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018. Seventeen 
Phoenix wrote this extremely 
challenging contest.  The top scorers 
from all contests will receive awards 
at our Recognition Day assembly in 
June.

MATH TEAM CHALLENGE

Each year our Niagara Catholic 
District School Board participates 
in the University of Waterloo Math 
Team Challenge.  Two teams of six 
senior students travelled to Notre 
Dame Catholic High School to battle 
teams from the other Catholic High 
Schools.  The all-day contest has 
three rounds: Individual, Team, and 
Relay.   The highlight of the day was 
when the Saint Francis team #2 made 
up of Musa Huq, Joshua Tefal, Nick 
Young, Dylan Wall, Viktoria Cubelic, 
and Abbey Retta finished third in the 
competition and ahead of the Saint 
Francis Team #1.  Saint Francis Team 
#1 was made up of Erin Giroux, Ashley 
Li, Chloe Diemer, Aidan Palujanskas, 
Mark Mesiha, and Aiva Perrone.  Both 
teams displayed great dedication, 
amazing problem solving skills, and 
tremendous team work.  Way to go 
Phoenix!!!

Moderns
The second semester is well on its 
way to being quite eventful for our 
students at Saint Francis. A group of 

Mind... Mind...
students from across Niagara Catholic 
returned from our IDC 30 Italy Course 
after two amazing weeks in Italy. The 
group studied the history, language, 
culture, and art in this beautiful 
country. Plans are in the works for 
next year’s trip.  There will be an 
information meeting in June and again 
in early September for this worthwhile 
course, which is offered through 
continuing education. 

The YMCA Summer Work Student 
Exchange offers an opportunity to 
improve your French language skills 
and gain important employment 
experience through a work placement 
while on the exchange. You will be 
staying with a host family, while your 
family at home is hosting a Quebec 
student. The exchange is for 6 weeks 
and starts at the end of June. 

On weekends, you will have scheduled 
activities which will let you discover 
new places, have fun, and make 
new friends! It’s well worth it! Eline, 
a former grade 12 French student, 
took advantage of this wonderful 
opportunity and has shared her 
experience.

“My name is Eline and I graduated 
from Saint Francis in 2017. During my 
time at Saint Francis I was told about 
an amazing program that I was later a 
part of. The YMCA’s SWSE program is 
different than most language related 
exchange programs, because instead 
of just practicing a second language 
in another school, you get the chance 

to actually put the language to use. In 
my experience I got to move to a small 
city in Quebec called Bromont. Here 
I was placed at the Centre National 
de Cyclisme de Bromont (Bromonts 
national cycling centre) where I 
worked as a camp counselor. I was 
working with children and it was a 
really great opportunity to practice my 
French. Not only at work could I put 
my French into practice, but I could 
also practice with my host family. At 
first it was a bit difficult getting used 
to the change of environment, but 
they did everything possible to make 
me feel comfortable. Of course those 
six weeks weren’t just working, but 
every weekend and every Wednesday, 
I got the chance to go out with new 
friends from all over Canada who 
were also doing the exchange. We 
went exploring places like Montreal 
and various other cities, where we 
went camping. It is safe to say that 
these were some of the best weeks of 
my life, because I got to do something 
that was out of my comfort zone and 
I came out of this experience with a 
better understanding of French and 
Quebec culture. I honestly recommend 
this opportunity, because not only 
do you get to practice your second 
language and earn some extra money, 
but you truly do get to live a really 
great experience.”
For further information, check out 
their website. 
http://my.ymcagta.org/ 
netcommunity/page.aspx?pid=536
The Language Department is always 
on the go. We are trying to show our 

students the importance of languages 
in our community, our country, and 
our world. This is for a better future.
Le français et les langues sont 
géniaux!!

 A bientôt

Social Science
There are a number of activities 
before us as we enter into the last 
months of the school year.

Our grade nine geography classes are 
due to visit the outdoor elements 
park WildPlay on May 29th in Niagara 
Falls. This will be in support of their 
ongoing work using ArcGIS software 
throughout the semester.
The grade ten careers class is 
hosting a number of guest speakers 
over the next few weeks, including 
representatives from Brand Blvd, 
Metal Works, and Niagara College. 
Each will give our students the 
opportunity to gain some insight into 
the wide variety of career options 

available to them once they complete 
their secondary or post-secondary 
studies.

Meanwhile, the grade ten civics class 
is preparing to host a mock election 
at Saint Francis, meant to mimic the 
upcoming Provincial election in June. 
This is a unique opportunity for our 
students to experience how it feels 
to participate as active citizens in our 
democracy.

This past month Mr. Marcheterre’s 
grade 11 and 12 law classes have had 
the opportunity to see their learning 
applied in real life while visiting the 
Robert S. K. Welch Courthouse in 
downtown St. Catharines. They sat in 
the gallery of court rooms to witness 
bail hearings, small claims disputes, 
as well as trials of summary and 
indictable offences. This experience 
allowed the students to see how a 
number of different professions in 
criminal law work together to bring 
justice in our community.

In addition the grade 12 law 
class participated in the FirstVote 
conference. This event allowed our 
students to sit in on a lecture from 
Brock professor Dr. Tim Heinmiller 
on the political ideologies of 
our provincial parties and an all-
candidates debate. This event will 
certainly encourage our students 
to continue to be engaged in our 
community and hopefully be catalyst 
for their future of active, and 
responsible citizenship.
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Mind... Mind...
Physical Education
Mr. Sullivan's grade 9 classes have 
been participating in the volleyball 
and basketball units. In each unit 
students were given an opportunity 
to refine their fundamental skills 
and then use them in competitive 
game situations. The basketball unit 
culminated in an exciting 3 on 3 
tournament where we recognized 
a class champion in each section. 
Students were also introduced to 
the game of tchoukball, a game 
somewhat similar to handball but 
utilizing a trampoline type device 
that students must attempt to target 
as a means of scoring. The game 
encourages teamwork and requires a 
lot of sustained movement to ensure 
success.

The students had a guest speaker 
from the Niagara Sexual assault 
Center as part of our Healthy 
Relationships unit. The speaker 
explained how video games and the 
media have the potential to influence 
them in a negative way in terms of 
their relationships if they are not used 
in moderation. 

Mr. Sullivan's Kinesiology students 
are working diligently in small groups 
to complete their I.S.U assignments. 
Students are required to choose one 
member of the group to become the 
test person where the person will 
undergo some initial survey screening 
related fitness and training and then 
undergo a series of physical tests. 
After reviewing all of the information 

provided from the surveys and the 
fitness tests, the group needs to 
devise a training program to meet the 
needs and goals of the test subject 
utilizing the principles of training. 

In Miss Altseimer's Grade 10 Physical 
Education class, students have been 
participating in a wide variety of Low 
Organizational Games, which are 

9 physical education class they 
learned a great deal about heart 
health and were able to take part 
in a consultation with Public health 
where they learned about the health 
of their heart through blood pressure 
and cholesterol testing, they were 
then certified in CPR. It was a great 
learning experience for all. All girls 
classes this semester took part in Hip 
Hop dance lessons, girls learned that 
dance it isn't only fun but a great form 
of exercise. 

Both girls classes also took part in self 
defense classes, where they learned 
basic ways to stay safe and defend 
themselves from possible harm. Our 
grade 11/12 Body sculpting class 
will be visiting the YMCA this month 
where they will have the opportunity 
to try new activities such as cyclfit, 
high intensity interval training, 
Barr, gravity, aquafit classes as well 
make use of the track, squash and 
racquetball courts. It's a great way to 
introduce new activities to the girls 
in order to enhance enjoyment of 
physical activity.

We are also very pleased that mirrors 
have been installed in the weight 
room area. Not only does it give the 
space a more roomy feel, it provides 
students with feedback regarding 
their form when utilizing free weights 
and strength machines. 

We are continuing to look at ways of 
enhancing the training area in the 
mezzanine for our staff and students.

games that encourage a high level of 
cooperation, fair play, communication, 
the importance of fitness and 
maximize participation.  

Students are currently working on 
their group ISU assignment, where 
they are responsible for creating 
a Low Organizational Game and 
presenting it to the class.  In health, 
we have completed a Healthy Eating 
unit, where students learned about 
the importance of and the guidelines 
for healthy eating, how to read food 
labels, and about eating disorders.  
This month in Ms. Frendo's  grade 

Religion
Our grade nine students are well into 
their novel study-a new initialtive to 
support literacy across the curriculum.  
Students are reading Paulo Coelho’s 
The Alchemist, a novel that focuses 
on the journey of a young individual 
trying to find his ‘personal legend’.  
This ‘personal legend’ can be defined 
as one’s purpose.  We can certainly 
see the importance of this concept 
from a faith-filled education.  Our 
students are asked to reflect on their 
own journey, as we progress through 
this narrative.  The Alchemist is the 
second-most translated book, after 
the bible.

We are very proud to be part of an 
initiative to organize Saint Francis’ 
inaugural Rankin Rally.  Along with 
other department members, we 
have been busy organizing a great 
experience for our students and 
community.  Students will have the 
opportunity to rally against cancer by 
collect pledges to raise funds for the 
Rankin Cancer Association.  Students 
will spend Friday, May 25 at school 
until 10pm taking part in group 
activities, led by our teachers and 
student leaders.  

For second semester, our department 
saw Ms. Fazzalari take her maternity 
leave. We wish her a healthy and 
happy pregnancy and look forward 
to meeting the newest member of 
the Phoenix family.  Our department 
extends a warm welcome to Mr. 
Hladich, who has taken over for 

Ms. Fazzalari, this semester.  He has 
wasted no time settling in and taking 
on track and field duties.  Good luck 
with a great semester and season.

Our world religion teachers of the 
grade eleven program are preparing 
their students for one of the highlights 
of the semester; the annual World 
Religions’ trip.  On Tuesday, June 
5, Saint Francis will travel locally to 
the Masjid Al Noor mosque and the 
Congregation B’Nai Israel synagogue 
in downtown St. Catharines.

In the afternoon they will visit Niagara 
Falls, where they will see the Cham 
Shan Buddhist and Niagara Hindu 
Samaj temples, respectively.  Students 
and teachers will be greeted by 
spiritual leaders in each of these 
spiritual destinations.   This trip 
runs twice a year, each semester 
respectively and would not be 
a perennial success without the 
organizational skills and zeal of Mrs. 
Frendo. 
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Mind...
Science
Two months left of school.  Where 
has the time gone? The science 
department has planned a trip for 32 
students to the aquarium in Toronto.  
The trip is scheduled for Friday May 
11.  

This is the first year Saint Francis has 
participated in a great local program 
called the Envirothon.  The Envirothon 
is a program put on by the Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation Authority that 
brings in experts in their field in 5 
areas including forestry, soil, aquatics, 
wildlife, and climate. Leading the 
climate section this year is Dr. Michael 
Pisaric, a Brock University Professor, 
who has been a great addition to this 
year’s Envirothon. 

There are 3 days included in the 
Envirothon experience – the first day 
is class training, the second day is 
hands on training and the last day is 
a competition against other teams 
from other schools. The competition 
includes being graded on written tests 
as well as a presentation.  Our team of 
5 students consists of Dayton Follick, 
Erin Giroux, Maddy Maheu, Alanna 
Cutting and Mitchell Demers.  

Saint Francis welcomes Miss Zugic 
into the science department for a 7 
week teaching block. She has done a 
number of great things in her classes 
thus far such as labs, demonstrations 
and hand on activities with her 
students. 

She is making the concurrent 
education program at Brock University 
very proud, as well as Saint Francis. 
Miss Zugic’s last day with us will 
be Friday May 11. The science 
department wishes her well in her 
future endeavors, as she embarks on a 
Master’s degree in Biology this fall.

Special Education
The month of April and the beginning 
of May will prove to be very busy for 
the Special Education Department. In 
April, we welcomed a new student, 
Emma, to our Special Education 
Classroom - and we also welcomed 
a new EA, Ms. Casucci.  We are very 
lucky to have both of these additions 
to our Special Education Classroom. 

The months of April and May are 
also filled with many opportunities 
to transition our future Phoenix to 
Saint Francis.  We have been busy 
attending IPRC meetings at our 
“family of schools”, and we have 
hosted many transition meetings at 
Saint Francis.  These processes will 
continue throughout the month of 
May and into June, as we work to 
ensure a smooth and comfortable 
transition to Saint Francis for all of our 
new students who will be accessing 
services from the Special Education 
Department at Saint Francis.

Late April and the month of May will 
also be filled with several exciting 
events for our Special Education 
Classroom students.  On April 26th, 
our students were able to participate 

Mind...
in a Music Therapy class run by 
Mendelt Hoekstra.  This is a favoured 
activity, and the students have 
been awaiting the opportunity to 
participate in this activity again this 
semester.  In addition, our Special 
Education Classroom students will 
attend two board events during the 
month of May.  

On May 2nd, they will travel to 
Lakeshore Catholic High School 
to participate in the “Hooray for 
Hollywood” event, while on May 
11th, they will travel to Blessed 
Trinity Catholic Secondary School to 
participate in a “Bingo Day”.  

In addition, many of our Special 
Education Classroom students will 
participate in a Special Olympics 
Ontario badminton competition, 
which will be held at the Welland 
Campus of Niagara College on May 
9th.  The final months of the school 
year will certainly be a very busy and 
exciting time for our Special Education 
Classroom students!   

Reach
This year, our School Reach 
participants had a very successful 
season.  We were thrilled to have two 
Intermediate and two Senior School 
Reach teams.  Our teams participated 
in four scheduled tournaments during 
the season. We travelled to Saint 
Michael Catholic High School, Holy 
Cross Catholic Secondary School, 
Saint Paul Catholic High School and 
Lakeshore Catholic High School. We 
then hosted the Intermediate and 
Senior School Reach finals right here 
at Saint Francis.

All of our teams performed admirably 
during the season and won many of 
their matches against the teams of 
the other seven Catholic secondary 
schools.  Special commendation must 
go out to our Intermediate 2 team, 
which made it to the Intermediate 
finals with a “Top 3” finish in the 
board.  This team lost in the finals, 
but beat the eventual winners of 
the finals, a team from Notre Dame 
College School.  This finish provides 
us with a great deal of confidence, 
since our Intermediate finalists are all 
Grade 9 students, who are planning 
to compete next year at the same 
Intermediate level.

Our 2018 School Reach Team 
Participants:
Senior 1: Jennifer Kujani (captain), 
Rosanne Bajao,  Emma-Kate Baker, 
Lucas Ferrante,  Jasmine Garland, 
Wyatt Muzyka, Stuart Wing

Senior 2: Musa Huq (captain), Alex  
Cukierski, Evan Garland, Enrico 
Rescigno, Abbey Retta, Josh Tefal

Intermediate 1: Olivia Honsinger 
(captain), Noah Bradley, Eesa Huq, 
Sam Nolan

Intermediate 2: Michael Setrak 
(captain), Sebastian Ahumada, Maya 
Setrak, Lily Watt  

Chess Club
The Saint Francis Chess Club proved 
once again to be the best in all of 
Niagara Catholic. 
 At the school board chess 
tournament held  in Niagara Falls, the 
Grade 12 team, consisting of Matt 
Spadafora, Evan Garland, Sophia Al-
Kayed, Jerry Joseph and Kyle Wong, 

secured the gold medal. 
 The Grade 11 team of Norbert 
Tanacs, Musa Huq, Mason-Lau Daisley, 
Viktoria Cubelic and Jennifer Kujani 
were also gold medal winners.
 A silver medal was earned by the 
grade 10 team of Sam Nolan, Marko 
Al-Kayed, Matteo Costantini, Nathan 
Sapienza and Robert Gallagher.   
Lastly, a mixed grade team of Mark 
Mesiha, Eric Arsenault, Andres Pelaez, 

Albi Krasniqi and Lucas Baiocco 
captured a silver medal in the grade 
12 division, losing only in the final to 
our own Grade 12 champs.  It was 
the first time in tournament history 
that two teams from the same school 
battled against each other in the gold 
medal final.
 Mr. Venneri would like to thank all 
of chess club participants for another 
extraordinary season.
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Body...
Junior Boys Basketball

As an update to the previous 
newsletter, the Junior Boys Basketball 
team was successful in capturing 
their third SOSSA championship in 
three years.  Saint Francis once again 
defeated E.L. Crossley from Fonthill 
in the semi-final and McKinnon Park 
from Caledonia in the final for the 
3-Peat!  Mr. Alderson and Mr. Lucas 
are extremely proud of all the boys 
and are looking forward to a four-peat 
next season.  The program would like 
to wish all the Grade 10’s the best as 
they pursue their basketball dreams. 
Go Phoenix!

Student Council

Student Council has been as busy 
as ever over the past two months! 
During the most holy season of Lent, 
we organized and cooked a delicious 
Shrove Tuesday pancake breakfast for 
the entire school!  Student Council 
members, moderators, and other 
volunteers (thanks Mrs. Bianco and 
Mr. DiPoala!) fired up their grills at 
6:30 in the morning in preparation 
for the upwards of 600 students and 
staff members to feed! Special thanks 
to Mr. Tim Jones, our custodian, 
who helped us with all the technical 
details!  Another Lenten project 
we took on was a school food drive 
to help those less fortunate in our 
community. Our winning class, Mr. 
DiPietro’s first period, received an 
extra out-of-uniform day for their 
efforts. 

Spring was in full swing here at 
Saint Francis with our Spirit Week!  
We organized some fun lunchtime 
activities such as a spring kahoot 
competition, “BYOBanana”, “What 
Would You Do for a Klondike Bar” 
and karaoke. In addition, we held an 
amazing pep rally to pump up spirit 
for the boys and girls soccer team, 
complete with cheerleaders and, for 
the first time in many years, our very 
own kiltmen! We have many more 
exciting events coming up as we head 
towards the end of the school year.  At 
the beginning of May, during Catholic 
Education Week, and keeping with this 
year’s theme “Renewing the Promise”, 

we look forward to attending the 
Student Senate’s Annual Leadership 
Symposium held at Club Roma.  Both 
outgoing and incoming councils are 
invited to hear a motivational speaker, 
eat lunch together, and discuss the 
ways in which our councils can better 
enrich the student experience at our 8 
Catholic high schools.  

Lastly, we will be organizing our 
second annual Saint Francis food truck 
lunch event on Friday, May 25th.  On 
this day, over the lunches, students 
will have the opportunity to buy all 
kinds of great food and support small 
local businesses at the same time. 
PLEASE NOTE: the food trucks work 
on a cash only basis, so have some 
money on hand that day! 

Mind...
Swimming

Four of our Phoenix swimmers moved 
on to OFSSA, either by winning first 
at SOSSA or by achieving an OFSSA 
standard time.  OFSAA this year 
was held on Tuesday February 28th 
and Wednesday March 1, 2018 in 
Windsor, Ontario.  

The first day of OFSSA competition 
was very successful.  Rebeca 
Hayden had two fourth place 
finishes.  Rebeca missed a bronze 
medal in her 50 meter freestyle 
Para event by less than one 
second.  She also achieved a 
personal best time in this event by 
shaving off 3 seconds.  Rebeca had 
another 4th place finish in her 50 
meter backstroke, missing bronze 
by three seconds.  Congratulation 
Rebeca. This will be Rebeca’s last 
year on the team. The whole team 
will miss her very much, as she is 
a very hard worker in the pool and 
always has a smile on her face.

Lea Formicuccia also had a great 
day. In the 50 meter freestyle open 
event she was up against 40 of the 
provinces finest.  She finished with 
the 8th fastest time and advanced to 
the “A” final. In the finals, she beat her 
preliminary time and finished 7th in 
the province.

Aidan Piller also did amazing in 
his 100 meter open breaststroke 

event where he was up against 24 
competitors, only the top 8 will 
advance to the “A” final.  Aidan had 
a great race and had the fifth fastest 
time in the preliminaries.  In the finals 
he shaved of another second and 
finished in fourth place. Aidan missed 
an OFSSA bronze by one second. 

Day two was another great day.  Early 
in the day, Aidan Piller competed 
in the 200 meter IM event and Lea 
Formicuccia competed in the 100 
meter freestyle event.  Both placed in 
the top 16 but did not compete in the 
“B” finals as they had to leave early to 
prepare for another swim meet. 

Later in the day Emmett Mills 
competed in the 100 meter butterfly 
event and placed 16th in the 
preliminaries, which advanced him to 
the “B” finals.  In the finals, Emmett 
achieved a best time and moved up to 
14th place in the province.  This brings 
us to the end of a great season and 
look forward to more successes in the 
2018/19 season. 
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Body... Body...
Varsity Boys' Hockey
After battling Simcoe to capture the 
Zone Championship, the Saint-Francis 
Phoenix Boys Varsity Hockey Team 
earned a spot in SOSSA starting with 
a semi-final matchup against the 
Mustangs of Saint Michael.
In a back and forth affair, the Phoenix 
were able to secure the 3-2 victory 
on goals from Nick Young, Julien 
Bianchi and Brad DiTillio. Next up in 
the final the Phoenix were up against 
MacKinnon Park of Hamilton, an 
unknown entity to the Phoenix. The 
Phoenix earned a convincing 3-0 win 
on goals from Chase Berton, two 
from Nick Young and a shut out from 
Tyler Hrvatin. The boys were SOSSA 
champions for the first time in 12 
years.
After an early morning skate and a 
pep rally to send the boys off, the bus  

headed for Collingwood, Ontario, the 
site of OFSAA 2018. In the opening 
game, the boys won convincingly 
against 2nd rank Immaculata from 
Ottawa, Ontario and started the 
tournament off on the right foot. A 
4-4 tie against the defending OFSAA 
gold medallists from Belle River, a 5-3 
loss to the host team Jean-Vanier of 
Collingwood in front of an arena full 
of home fans, and a 7-5 loss to De La 
Salle College of Toronto ended the 
run.
In a roller-coaster season that saw 
many peaks and valleys, the Boys 
Varsity Hockey team defied the 
odds and had their most successful 
season in over a decade. The youth 
movement in boys hockey at Saint 
Francis puts them in great position 
to be successful for years to come. 
As we bid farewell to a stellar crew 

of grade 12 students in captain 
Matthew Stacey, assistant captain 
Justin Passero, Alex D’Elia, Luca 
Turchi, Dallas Clyde, Nick DiPasquale, 
Sam Venneri, Zane Favell, Cory 
Monterosso, Chase Berton and Tyler 
Hrvatin, we are excited moving 
forward with a young crew of 
promising young players. 
These young players are examples 
of how important it is to play hockey 
upon arriving at Saint Francis.  Our 
newest Phoenix celebrated Zone 
and SOSSA championship titles 
and represented themselves very 
well against the best teams from 
across Ontario.  Add to the mix, two 
tournament championships by our 
Phoenix Jr. Hockey team, chock full of 
more young talent and the Phoenix 
have served notice to the province.

Junior Boys Hockey
Our Junior Boys Hockey season started 
after a hugely successful Varsity 
season.  Our Jr. aged players from 
our varsity team also saw success 
on our Jr. team as the young group 
celebrated championship victories at 
both the Gator invite in Port Colborne 
battling teams like SWC and Notre 
Dame of Burlington and their own 
Phoenix Jr. Tourney against the likes of 
Simcoe and Assumption of Burlington.

Our Junior team is seeing great 
success in only its second season, 
winning major tournaments boasting 
teams from across the provinces.  

Many thanks to Mr. Pat Sullivan, Mr. 
Dave Venneri and Mr. Marc Venneri 
whose belief and support of these 
young men has been critical to the 
success of the program.  Our success 
at the highest level provides custom 
hockey pathways for many.

Varsity Boys Soccer
The boy’s season got off to a very busy 
start this year. Mr Bufalino and Mr 
DiPietro would like to thank all of the 
students who tried out and they made 
it very difficult for us to pick our team.  
We finally chose 23 players for the 
team this season.  
We began with an exhibition 
tournament, in which all the players 
saw playing time. We followed that up 
with a return to the Senator O’Connor 

tournament in Toronto for the 18th 
year. That was very successful, as 
we tied with a team from Sudbury 
and defeated another team from 
the London area before losing in the 
final game. On April 26th and 27th 
we hosted our annual tournament 
for the 19th season, using three 
fields and hosting eighteen teams. 
The tournament is now named the 
Nick Micielli Memorial Tournament, 
in honour of one of our graduates 
who passed away in 2012. In this 
tournament, the boys defeated Sir 
Winston Churchill and Eden, but were 
eventually defeated in the elimination 
round. 
The season is now well under way 
with many games scheduled in the 
next few weeks. We look forward 
to the challenges this season will 
present, and are very optimistic 
that our players will work hard and 
represent Saint Francis with pride and 
integrity.
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Body... Body...
Girls' Softball

The girl softball team is looking 
forward to another fun and successful 
season. Try outs are being held in late 
April and early May. 

The team will be competing in an 
invitational tournament at Grantham 
Optimist on May 29 and again on May 
30 in the NCAA championship. There 
are a lot of girls vying for a spot on the 
team this year, with a lot of new grade 
9 talent. It is shaping up to be a great 
season. 

Coaches Kathy Carter, Joy Frendo and 
Courtney Taylor as well as graduate 
Leanne Collison are looking forward to 
a great season.

Badminton

The Saint Francis Badminton team had 
another great season by dominating 
the NCAA sub-zone. The Phoenix 
qualified 16 athletes to the Zone 
competition where the Phoenix met 
up with stiff competition; none of the 
16 advanced to SOSSA.  

The students had a great time and 
learned a lot about competing at a 
high level.  Mr. Alderson and Mrs. 
Cheng are proud of all the competitors 
and are looking forward to next year’s 
badminton season. A special thank 
you to all the senior players that have 
been playing for 4 years, we wish you 
all the best in the future.

Senior Boys Basketball

The senior boys basketball team 
enjoyed another tremendous season 
on the hardcourt.  Led by graduating 
seniors, Tyrell MacLennan, Jack 
Riddell, Mark Mesiha,  James Hughes, 
Juan Guerrero and Warsame Bille the 
boys won the St. Catharines Standard 
Tournament, NCAA regular season 
and playoff championships, Zone 4, 
SOSSA championships and silver at 
OFSAA. 
 In addition to the great team 
successes, MacLennan, Riddell and 
grade 11 Sam Braithwaite were 
starters for Team North at the Niagara 
High School All Star Game. 
The team also competed in the Can 
Am Shootout at Niagara Catholic 
High School (Niagara Falls NY), the 
Battle at the Border at Niagara Falls 
(New York) High School, the Kiski Prep 
Tournament (Pittsburgh, PA), the Mike 

Sullivan Memorial, the Rimrocker, 
Festival of Lights, the 
Ontario Catholic Classic and Jean 
Vanier Early Bird tournaments.  
The team is looking forward to 
continuing the success of this season, 
next year as another group of grade 
10’s will be graduating up to senior 
from yet another junior boys SOSSA 
championship team!  

Girls' Hockey

This year’s varsity hockey team played 
in two tournaments, the MacDonald’s 
Girls Tournament and the Blessed 
Trinity Invitational. Although they 
did not win, they did play in the top 
divisions and made it through to the 
semifinals.  The regular season saw 
the girl’s progress each game, ending 
the year with a record of 6-2, enough 
to place third in the NCAA.  This year’s 
season ended with a playoff loss to 
Denis Morris in the quarter finals.  

Leaving us this year are our four 
veteran varsity players: Maddy 
Frendo, Laura Cornelius, Jenny Rankin 
and Carly Thurston.  We will miss 
them and wish them the best in their 
post-secondary careers. 

The team retains the services of Emily 
Sabourin and Alyssa Bovolotto on 
defense, with forwards; Meghan Freel, 
Rachel Wing, Nadine Kryanowski and 
Teresa Spedaliere.  Also returning 
are goaltender’s Bryer Gregoire and 
Megan Baranik.  

We are looking forward to finding 
recruits to fill the vacancies of our 
retiring seniors. Coaches Frendo, 
VanBakel and Preiner felt the team 
progressed significantly this year 
and look forward to next season. Mr. 
Preiner leaves the team in good hands 
for next season, as he is retiring from 
teaching in June, but certainly will 
be around to cheer the team on next 
season.
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Spirit...
Chaplain's Desk

Spreading the Light

It is through the Easter miracle that 
we are given the hope of resurrection, 
and this Easter season our school has 
truly shone the light of resurrection, 
through the examples of our faith. 
 
In April we celebrated Holy Week 
with a touching performance of the 
Stations of the Cross by our drama 
students who brought the Passion 
play to life with moving tableaus.
We also brought light to our 
community with a student led 
fundraiser and canned food drive.  
The week of Easter with little 
preparation our students rallied 
together and gathered over 12 large 
boxes of canned goods which were 
then delivered to the food bank at St 
Alfred’s Parish. 

Following the Humboldt Tragedy our 
school lit candles and came together 
in prayer.  During our Easter mass we 
donned our hockey jerseys to show 
our support for the victims and their 
families.  

As we move into the month of May 
we will kick off the month again in the 
light of faith.  Throughout Catholic 
Education week prayer services will 
continue and our school will join 
together with Catholic high schools 
across the province to celebrate the 
gift of Catholic Education.   

 Jesus called us to be “light for the 
world” and this Easter season, Saint 
Francis continues to prove it is a light 
that glows strong.

Spirit...
Parish Report

Christ is Risen, truly He is Risen!     This 
traditional greeting evokes limitless 
joy and hope as believers recall the 
single most significant event in human 
history, an event which brings great 
inspiration and a new power to all 
who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour.     As the hymn relates, “Death 
and sadness, earth’s dark story, to the 
former days belongs…”    No matter 
the odds, no matter how hopeless 
things may look at any given moment, 
the victory has been won!

As you are well aware, faith in general 
and our Catholic Religion in particular, 
have long been targets of derision, 
persecution and different forms 
of discrimination.   Most recently 
in our great land of Canada, the 
government announced a serious 
change to its requirements regarding 
applications for federal funding under 
its Canada Summer Jobs program 
for youth employment.   Attestation 
must now be included that “both 
the job and the organization’s core 
mandate respect individual human 
rights in Canada, including the values 
underlying the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms as well as other 
rights.    These include reproductive 
rights and the right to be free from 
discrimination on the basis of sex, 
religion, race, national or ethnic 
origin, colour, mental or physical 
disability, sexual orientation or gender 
identity or expression.”   According 
to the Department, this insistence on 

reproductive rights (which specifically 
includes “the right to access safe and 
legal abortions”), sexual orientation 
and gender identity or expression 
is intended to “prevent youth (as 
young as 15 years of age) from being 
exposed to employment within 
organizations that may promote 
positions contrary to the values 
enshrined in the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms and associated case law.”

The bishops of Canada strongly object 
to this new policy, stating that, “(It) 
conflicts directly with the right to 
freedom of religion and conscience 
which too are enshrined in the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
as well as in associated case law. 
It seriously undermines the right 
to religious freedom since the 
Government of Canada is directly 
limiting the right of religious traditions 
to hold, teach and practise their 
principles and values in public.     

In addition to the obvious and 
regrettable infringement of freedom 
of conscience and religion in such 
matters as are raised by the new 
policy, there will be unfortunate 
consequences on the ground: 
summer camps will be forced to 
close; the services of numerous 
non-profit organizations will be 
reduced; valuable opportunities for 
apprenticeship will be lost. These 
effects, to name but a few, will be felt 
in Catholic dioceses and organizations 
as well as in many other faith 
communities across Canada.”   

The bishops, various faith 
communities and all those who 
believe in freedom of speech, thought 
and religion will continue to oppose 
this and will take steps to try to 
ensure youth access to all fields in 
which they have previously enjoyed 
summer employment.                     
Sincerely yours in Christ,

 Fr. Richard Kowalchuk 

Rankin Rally and Run
This year is our inaugural year of 
the Phoenix Rankin Rally Cancer 
fundraiser.  The Rankin Cancer Run is 
an event that gives 100% of donations 
back to the Niagara community.  The 
rally will take place Friday May 25th, 

from 12pm to 10 pm.  
During the duration, school will be 
in a lock in policy for safety.  Once 
participants arrive, they cannot leave 
until the event is over.  
Students will then return on Saturday 
26th, where students will board 
the buses at 8am sharp, and will be 
bussed to the site of the St. Catharines 
Rankin Cancer run.  Students 
will be responsible for their own 
transportation home after the run.   
There will be a registration fee of $10. 
Students must then raise a minimum 
of $40 to join the event.  All Pledge 
sheets must be returned by Friday 
May 18th.  
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Phoenix X
Important Dates:

May 25, 2018  Phoenix Food Truck Extravaganza 
May 30, 2018  Sidewalk Chalk/Art in the Park Event  
June 7, 2018  Closing School Mass
June 8, 2018  Recognition Day  
June 14, 2018  EQAO Math Day 1
June 15, 2018   EQAO Math Day 2
June 20, 2018  Semester 2 Final Exams
June 25, 2018   Prom Night  
June 27, 2018   Graduation Celebration 
 July 5, 2018   Report Card Pickup
July 6, 2018   Report Card Pickup
July 7, 2018   Report Card Pickup 
September 4, 2018  First Day of School year 2018-2019 
September 7, 2018  Student Photo Day 
October 4, 2018   Opening Mass -Feast of Saint Francis
October 16, 2018  Student Photo Absentee Day
October 28, 2018  Pilgrimage
October 30, 2018  Parent Teacher Conferences 4 - 7 pm
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