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Parents are reminded to sign 
up for an account if they have 
not already done so at:

nc.schoolconnects.com

to be able to report student 
absences using the new 
attendance system.

Safe Arrival

With late autumn upon us, the staff and students at Saint Francis Catholic 
Secondary School are settled in and working hard together both in the 
classroom and in a myriad of co-curricular and community activities.

Various sports teams have completed their regular seasons with a number 
of them qualifying for playoff action.  Many of our clubs have continued 
their mission of providing opportunities for growth and service.  Our staff 
continues their focus on academics and the progress of our students.

As a school community, there have been some defining moments: our 
Opening School Mass celebrated on October 2nd , our magazine fundraising 
campaign, and our Annual Pilgrimage which raised over $36,000.00 to 
assist various projects in Haiti, Guatemala and the Dominican Republic. 
Saint Francis could not have been this successful without the support of 
such a wonderful, giving community. Our community certainly made the 
effort with "Fire in Our Hearts."

Looking forward, there will be a number of events and opportunities for 
all of us to contribute to the growth of our students, staff and community.  
From faith formation activities, to our Christmas basket campaign, to our 
Advent liturgy, the Saint Francis community will be focused on the Advent 
season in the coming weeks.

Mid-term Report Cards were sent home with students on Monday, November 
30th and while there are no scheduled parent-teacher interviews at this 
time, we encourage parents to contact teachers if they have questions or 
concerns regarding the progress of their son or daughter.

Sadly, we lost one of our own this month as Ms. Debra 
McCaffery, former Chaplain of Saint Francis Catholic 
Secondary and Current Chaplaincy Leader at the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board, passed away.  She will be 
greatly missed by many, especially the Saint Francis and 
broader Niagara Catholic communities.

In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to thank the students, parents, 
and staff of Saint Francis for their very welcoming, faith-based, and team-
oriented approach to their school and their school community. God bless 
you all!
 

Ms. Debra McCaffery
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PILGRIMAGE 2015 – “The Fire in our 
Hearts”

 Mrs. M. Hauber, Ms L. Fazzalari and Mr.P. O’Leary

Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School students walked their 21st Annual Pilgrimage on Sunday, October 
25th.  The beautiful weather of the day and the camaraderie between students were only surpassed by the deep 
compassion felt by the students for their brothers and sisters in the Third World.

This was another fantastic year for the St. Francis community as over 380 students, parents and staff participated 
in this special event; we raised over $36,500.00.

As in years past, a large portion of the funds raised will be donated to our new adopted school, the Mary 
Immaculate Grammar School in Cap Haitian, Haiti.  Sister Doreen told us that because of our funds last year they 
were able to complete the library, and make improvements to classrooms (including a new coat of paint!) This 
year our main focus is to help keep the orphanage running, and the school canteen open to provide the only hot 
meal most students get each day. 

Sister Doreen shared some stories of the orphans and students so our students would know who they were 
walking with and for. “She is 7 years old and has recently joined the orphanage family.  Her mother died in child 
birth and from her birth, she was sent from one family member to another, never sure where she would sleep or if 
she would eat.  Her daddy tried to help, but he was too young himself (only 17!) For seven long years, she grew 
and learned to survive by being as invisible as possible.  Then, one day, an old aunt told her to get her things 
together and she was taken to our orphanage (your orphanage!)  She has been with us since September….she 
attends School in Madeline with all her new brothers and sisters.  She is behind in her studies…can barely read 
but is so proud of her schoolbag full of books and a pen and a pencil and a notebook and even CRAYONS !  She 
smiles now, and eats everything in sight with a remarkable appetite!  There is a light at the end of her tunnel, a 
distant light that grows stronger and brighter every day.”  

“He is 12 years old. His parents cannot afford much, but they manage to pay his tuition so that he can stay in 
school (your school).  The school has just finished building a sparkling new library and auditorium!  His classroom 
was painted in bright green this summer and he loves green!  Though there is next to nothing to eat at home…
he fills himself up with a huge plate of rice and beans every day at school.  He says, his school is gonna shine 
forever because Francis ‘tario sends help!  Well, we all can figure out who that is right?” 

“You are once again walking on our behalf…daring to go beyond all the negative, hopeless comments that the 
world screams out, in order to throw water on the fire of hope and truth.  While everyone else says…forget it…
they will never amount to anything, the problem is way too big, there is nothing you can do to change things, 
go on…use your money, energy and time for something more interesting;…what do you  do?  You open your 
hearts, allow yourselves to be vulnerable and stand up for justice and hope.  Wow! That, my friends is passion….
compassion….and that makes all the difference!”

Hearing directly from Sr. Doreen about how we can make a difference helps to propel us continually forward.

Another fraction of the money will again be donated to the International FogQuest Program for the continued 
construction of fog collectors in Guatemala and to the Dominican-Canadian Community Development Group to 
assist in the system of agribusiness for struggling communities in the Dominican Republic.  Finally, monies will 
be donated locally to the St.Vincent de Paul Society, the Maycourt Club – Christmas Toy Bureau, Niagara Region 
Sexual Assault Centre and the Warehouse of Hope in St. Catharines.

The Saint Francis school community would like to thank you for your support of our Annual Pilgrimage project.  
Our brothers and sisters in the Third World and here at home are grateful for all the hope that we have given and 
continue to give them.

 

WE WERE ON FIRE!

  

  

SAINT FRANCIS STUDENTS SHOWING WHAT THEY ARE MADE OF!
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Saint Francis Phoenix Wins Top Prize for Float 
at Niagara Wine Festival Parade

The Phoenix purple army were a force to be reckoned with at this year’s Meridian Grape and 
Wine Grande Parade. Over 200 staff and students celebrated all that is 
good about Catholic education at Saint Francis as they walked, danced, 
cheered and entertained people along the parade route. An estimated 
crowd of 80,000 spectators lined the streets of downtown St. Catharines on 
a beautiful fall day to watch this annual extravaganza.

The Saint Francis float entry won the very prestigious “Harvest Award” which 
recognizes a top float in the parade. A big shout out of thanks goes to the 
many students and staff who lent their talents to designing and preparing 
the float as well as to all those who participated during the parade and who 
brought a youthful exuberance and energy that showed off an unparalleled 
school spirit! A special debt of gratitude especially goes to the Saint Francis 
Cheerleaders who set the performance bar very high and to the Saint Francis 
Funk band that rocked the downtown core like no other!

In addition, Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School would like to thank a valued community partner 
and big supporter of Saint Francis -Rankin Construction. Rankin Construction once again provided 
a truck, trailer, expertise and personnel to help pull off another remarkable year of Phoenix pride 
and spirit at the annual Grape and Wine Festival Grande Parade! Thank you Rankin Construction 
and all those Rankin employees who helped us out!

 

UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE APPLICATION INFO 
2015-2016  

UNIVERSITY APPLICATION PROCESS:

All applications will be completed by computer on-line from home or school by the student through 
the Ontario University Application Centre. www.ouac.on.ca

important dates to remember for university:
November      - Distribution of access codes for application                                                
January 13     - Deadline to submit On-line OUAC application for first consideration
May 27           - Date by which universities must respond 
June 1            - Acceptance response may be required with a financial commitment

fees:     recommended method is Visa/Mastercard online 
               • $150.00 for 3 Universities
                • $50.00 for each additional selection (no limit)

check prerequisites at:  www.electronicinfo.ca

COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS:

All applications will be completed by computer on-line from home or school by the student through 

the Ontario College Application Centre. www.ontariocolleges.ca 
You must register and create your own password.  Be sure to write down your username and 
password and your OCAS application number!

important dates to remember for college:
February 1      - applications and payment due to OCAS for equal consideration
February 1      - earliest release of offers of admission
May 1              - last day to confirm acceptance of an offer

fees:    recommended method of payment is Visa/Mastercard online

              • $95.00 for 5 programs (max. 3 at 1 college)

Students are always encouraged to book an individual 
appointment in Student Services.

http://www.ouac.on.ca
http://www.electronicinfo.ca
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca
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IT’S HERE!!
SAFE ARRIVAL ATTENDANCE REPORTING

EFFECTIVE MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2015 IF YOUR CHILD IS GOING TO BE ABSENT FROM 
SCHOOL FOR ANY REASON THE ABSENCE MUST BE REPORTED BY CALLING 

1 844 287 6287
OR VISIT nc.schoolconnects.com

You can no longer call the school to report absences!!  We must account for every child. Please make 
every effort to remember to contact the school via one of the above methods when your child is absent.  The 
phone line and web site are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week!

A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
by Mr. F. Mancuso and Mr. S. De Angelis 

Welcome to another exciting year in the music department at Saint Francis.  We have hit the 
ground running with many different events taking place within the school community.  Our choir 
this year is 30+ members strong and has already performed at our opening school mass and 
pilgrimage assembly.  They have displayed excellent commitment and dedication!  We are cur-
rently working on music for our annual “Christmas Roadshow and Concert” which will take place 
on December 8th and 9th.  It has been a tradition here at Saint Francis to visit our feeder schools 
and put on amazing performances for our future Phoenix!  Our students really enjoy performing 
outside of the school and our feeder schools have always been very hospitable in hosting our 
group!

The date for our Christmas Concert is Thursday, December 10th at 6:30 pm in our gym.    
Please come out and support our Phoenix Musicians as they put a great deal of time and effort 
into preparing for these events!  The cost for the event is $2 and a canned good donation.  All 
proceeds from the event will help the less fortunate in our community.  

Our House Band has also been busy learning many pieces of music for our various masses, 
assemblies and community events.  Recently we performed in the annual Grape and Wine 
parade.  The students played for over 2 hours straight and did an amazing job pumping up the 
crowd!  We thank them for their hard work and commitment!

Our music classes are up and running and we have over 40 students this semester taking 
music for the first time at the Grade 9 level and progressing well on their respective instru-
ments.  They are learning the art of playing a horn / keyboard / percussion and guitar as well as 
developing key performance and problem solving skills.  They show great promise for the years 
ahead!  

Our Grade 10 Guitar students are learning how to use backing tracks to help with them with 
their lead and rhythm guitar skills.  Our Grade 11 Guitar class is working on developing addition-
al skills including barre chords and learning how to perform the genres of jazz and funk!  
Once again, experience is NOT necessary to take an introductory course in music at the Grade 
9 or 10 level! 

It has been an exciting start to the year and we look forward to many more musical endeavors 
in the second semester!  

Senior Girls Basketball 

The Senior Girl’s basketball team had their ups and downs this year but Mr. O’Leary and Ms. Fazzalari 
were very proud of the team’s effort and never give-up attitude. The girls were led by their captain Leah 
Bracken who provided leadership both on and off the court. Leah will be missed as she moves on to 
university. On the bright side, 
Abby Ruetz, Erin Giroux, So-
phia Al-Kayed, Lydia Seif and 
Ife Soji all had great seasons as 
grade ten students. The future is 
most definitely bright! Our only 
grade eleven on the team was 
Laura Ventresca who returned 
to basketball after missing last 
season with a knee injury. She 
had to play out of position all 
year but did a fantastic job. Her 
hustle and effort was a wonder-
ful addition to our team. The 
coaches would also like to thank 
Kirsten Bufalino who has been 
a part of the basketball program 
here at Saint Francis since arriv-
ing in grade nine. She will be missed as she moves onto a post-secondary education.   

Junior Girls Basketball 

The Junior Girls' basketball team had a very competitive 2015 season.  The team finished the year in sixth 
place with a record of 2 wins and 4 losses, highlighted by two hard fought defeats to the top two teams in 
the league.  In the play-offs the Phoenix knocked off 3rd place SWC to advance to the semi-finals against 
1st place Blessed Trinity, eventual SOSSA runner-ups this year, in another hard fought game against the 
league’s best team.

The team also participated in 3 tournaments over the season.  The year tipped off in September at the 
Saint Francis Tournament where the team played 3 very tough opponents and finished the tournament 
1-2.  One of the losses was to eventual SOSSA Champions Saltfleet, who needed to come from behind 
to win in the 4th quarter.  In early October the girls participated in the St. Thomas More tournament in 
Hamilton, the top Junior Tournament in the province, where they played some of their best basketball of 
the year despite going 0-3.  In the final tournament, the team participated in the Collegiate Tournament, 
as they looked to defend last year’s tournament championship.  Unfortunately the girls could not repeat 
their performance of last year, finishing the tournament at 1-2, with the lone victory coming against cross 
town rival Denis Morris.

Coach Mr. Fiocca would like to wish Grade 10’s Katie Bufalino, Hannah Crowder, and Jennie Rankin 
the best of luck next year in Senior, and would like to thank Grade 9 team members Zehra Akasha, Jena 
Cameron, Viktoria Cubelic, Ava Lannan, Hannah Schipper, Payton Sinclair and Elise Villeneuve for 
a great season, and looks forward to great things for next year.

Go Phoenix!
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Special Education Department News
Mrs. P. Casburn

 This semester is off to a great start for the Special Education Department.  We welcome back 

Mrs. Tiffany Meisner and Ms. Lisa Fazzalari in their new roles as joint teachers of the Special Education 

Classroom.  We are also lucky enough to have five, terrific Educational Assistants with us this semester: 

Kim Cadigan, Barb Kish, Jasmine Montana, Kathryn O’Reilly, and Mario Palumbo. 

 Our Special Education Classroom students and staff continue to bake muffins for our P3 program 

each week, as well as completing the preparations for the Saint Francis Breakfast Program. At the end of 

October, the students visited Denis Morris Catholic High School for a Halloween party and dance.  They 

also participated in the SNAP (Special Needs Activity Program) at Brock University in November. At the 

beginning of December, the Special Education Classroom students will be visiting Saint Paul Catholic 

High School to participate in a Bocce Ball Tournament.  Our Special Education Classroom students have 

certainly had an eventful fall!  

                            

 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS!

The opening of the school year has been a busy one for Student Council.  We 
actually kicked off the year at the end of August with a Welcome Breakfast for the 
grade nine students entering Saint Francis for the first time.  Here, future grads 
of 2019, were treated to a hot breakfast, door prizes and a tour of the facility.  
September flew by with many different activities, such as welcoming our new 
Grade 9 Representatives, Isabella Agnino and Lucas Ferrante to the fold, helping 
organize the Grape and Wine Parade, and, finally, acting as tour guides at the Gr. 
9 Curriculum Night.  October and November proved just as busy with Student 
Council hosting a Halloween Trick or Treating parade and party for ELKP-Grade 
3 students from St. Ann Catholic Elementary School, organizing Halloween spirit 
week activities such as a scare cam and karaoke, and showing off our school 
to the Future Phoenix on Grade 8 day. Recently, Student Council participated 
in a fantastic leadership conference, OSLC, in Niagara Falls and learned many 
valuable lessons. Student Council wants to thank Mr. Griepsma, Mr. Timmins 
and all staff and students for their support in all of our initiatives! 

Coming up for Student Council: School Dance, December Spirit Week, Elf Day, 
Ugly Christmas Sweater Day.

Student Vote - 2015 Federal Election

Toronto Blue Jays Jersey Day
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Magazine Fundraiser

The Phoenix Fall Magazine Fundraiser, in support of co-curricular activities here at Saint 
Francis, enjoyed continued success this year. Staff, students and community members all 
contributed to the cause through the purchase of magazine subscriptions. 

A few students, in particular, should be commended for their incredible efforts.  Mikella Valvano 
was this year’s Top Seller.  Our next three top sellers were Owen Christian, Daimon Chorozy 
and Michaela Basciano. 
 
Entire classes also took part in the fundraising fun.  The winning classes this year were Grade 9 
Mrs. Cheng, Grade 10 Mr. Bufalino, Grade 11 Mrs. Wall, and Grade 12 Mr. Chase.  

Many thanks go out to all members of the Saint Francis community who made this year’s 
fundraiser a fabulous success.  Please remember that if you still want to order more magazines 
you can do so all year long by going to the website www.qsp.ca.  Remember to log on as Saint 
Francis so that our school will receive the profits.    

Girls Hockey 2015/16

This year’s team is a mix of returning veterans and a few rookies from grades 10, 11, and 12. 
The team once again is participating in the Annual McDonalds Tournament held at the Gale 
Center in Niagara Falls this 
month. We will be attend-
ing a tournament in London 
in December as well.

Our team includes Co-
captains Alex Poirier and 
Sydney Bodfield, assis-
tant captains Kristen Bala-
nowski and Emily Petro, 
goalie Ashley D’Elia, 
veterans Sam Hilimoniuk, 
and Breanne Lemay, sec-
ond year players: Maddy 
Maheu, Jennie Rankin, 
Laura Cornelius, and 
Carley Thurston and fi-
nally our rookies: Madison 
Ruzylo, Caroline Dignard, Julia Ruscio, Kiara Verde and Kat Cornelius. We are pleased 
to include Mr. Fiocca in our coaching staff this year along with our regular staff of Ms. Weigert, 
Mrs. Frendo and Mr. Preiner.

We are looking forward to another fun and successful season with a great bunch of girls.

ART CLUB ALIVE AND WELL!
2015-2016

The Art Club members have had many interesting art opportunities to advocate the Arts in our 
community this Fall. Our year began in September creating the artistic contributions for our 
successful float in the Grape and Wine Parade. This year we were recognized and had the 
honour of winning the “Harvest Street Party” award.

In October, we contributed to the Annual Pilgrimage effort by providing artistic contributions 
for the Pilgrimage Banner. Special mention to Katryna Cuizon & Leah D’Aloisio for their 
design and creation of our spectacular Pilgrimage Cross & Pilgrimage Poster. 

In November, Art Club members travelled to the St. Catharines Greater Niagara Hospital 
to paint Christmas scenes on 8 large windows. Also, 13 Art members individually created 
Art pieces to accompany the 13 lines of the Prayer of Saint Francis. These works will be 
displayed throughout the halls of Saint Francis very soon!

Currently, Art Club members are in the midst of creating student artworks that will be auctioned 
off in February for our Second Coffee House in support of our ”Me to We” initiative.

Personally, I would like to commend our Art Club members for their spirit and dedication 
accomplishing so much year after year! 

Ms. T. Lambert

SAINT FRANCIS FOOTBALL
Junior Football
This year the Saint Francis Phoenix Junior Football team has been having its best season 
since reinstatement six years ago.  The team finished the regular season with a record of 5-1 
to finish in first place.  They only allowed two touchdowns against them the entire season and 
outscored opponents by 112-13 on the year.  After rolling into the playoffs having won four in a 
row they then defeated Westlane 21-12.  To cap off the year, the junior Phoenix hosted Ridge-
way Crystal Beach High School on November 18th at Kiwanis Field.  The team fought hard 
and came up just short against the visitors.  Regardless of the outcome, the coaches are very 
proud of the efforts of their players who have shown great character both on and off the field.

Senior Football
Our Senior Football team had a very good year, wining all but one of their regular season 
games before heading into the playoffs.  After defeating Welland Centennial High School in 
the quarter-finals, the Phoenix were matched up against the Saint Michael Mustangs in the 
semi-finals.  Our boys played hard but were outmatched by a very good Saint Michal's team 
who went on to claim the championship against Holy Cross the next week.  It has been a 
tremendous few years for our senior team who were one win away from playing for their third 
consecutive championship.  Congratulations to the players and coaches for another fine year.
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X-COUNTRY TEAM 2015
The Saint Francis Cross-Country team consisted of 45 dedicated runners who ran daily regardless of 
weather. Training runs include trips to Port Dalhousie, J. C. Park, & around the residential area of Saint 
Francis.   

The Phoenix achieved fantastic results at all of our meets this year.  Many runners improved on their 
personal best times (P.B.’s). Congratulations to the following competitors for their achievements:

BULLDOG INVITATIONAL September 29th, Burgoyne Woods, St. Catharines

	Nicholas Young placed 1st, Musa Huq 23rd, Carter Hendriks 24th , and Eric Arseneau 29th in 
the Midget Boys race.

	Valeria Marin Galeano 22nd, Brittany Daley 27th, Kambrea Hamilton 28th in the Junior Girls 
race.

	Josh Saporito placed 18th & Evan Garland 28th in the Junior Boys race.
	Paulina Sergnese placed 6th, Madeleine Nolan placed 9th, Emma MacNeil 10th & Trinity Gill 

20th Second Place Team in the Senior Girls race. 
	Special mention to Erin Borg, Gerry Saporito & Tyler Lau Daisley for running well during 

their respective races. 

BROCK INVITATIONAL October 8th, Brock University, St. Catharines
	Nicholas Young placed 1st in the Midget Boys race.
	Kambrea Hamilton 37th & Evan Garland 31st in the Junior Girls& Boys race.
	Paulina Sergnese placed 5th, Madeleine Nolan 8th in the Senior Girls race
	Special mention to Gerry Saporito & Tyler Lau Daisley for running well during their respective 

races. 

ZONE October 22nd, Fireman’s Park, Niagara Falls 
	Senior Girls Team to SOSSA: Individuals; Paulina Sergnese 4th place, Madeleine 

Nolan 8th  place, and Second Place Team; Emma MacNeil,  Samantha Hilimoniuk, 
Trinity Gill, Kim Sheehan, Sara Cotnam & Erin Borg

	Midget Boys Team to SOSSA: Nick Young 1st place & Third Place Team Brady 
Bearisto, Aidan Piller. Musa Huq & Carter Hendriks

	Special Mention: to Josh Saporito & Evan Garland, Kambrea Hamilton & Brittany 
Daley for running well in their Junior Girls & Boys races! 

 
SOSSA October 30th, Dundas, Hamilton 

	Individuals: Madeleine Nolan & Paulina Sergnese placed 5th and 7th in the 
Senior Girls race. Special mention to Kim Sheehan for running a great race.

	Midget Boys Team: Brady Bearisto, Musa Huq, Aidan Piller & Carter 
Hendriks for running a great race and completing a competitive and successful 
X-Country season! 

Mrs. Bianco, Mrs. Hauber, & Ms. Lambert are extremely proud of this year’s team achievements and 
would like to thank the athletes for their personal commitment and team spirit. We look forward to next 
season!
 

DECEMBER
Wednesday, December 2

Advent Mass - 10:00 a.m.
Final NCDSB Mathletes Tournament

Catholic School Council Mtg 6:30 p.m.
Monday, December 7

Biology Career Fair - Cafeteria
Thursday, December 10
Christmas Concert 6:30 p.m.

Friday, December 11
Spirit Wear Day

Wednesday, December 16
Christmas Basket Deliveries

Friday, December 18
Christmas Talent Show

Sat, Dec 19 - Sun, Jan 3
Christmas Break 
JANUARY

Friday, January 9
Markbook Reports

Spirit Wear Day
Tues, Jan 12 - Wed, Jan 13

Grade 9 EQAO Math Assessment Practice
University Applications Due

Thursday, January 14
Grade 8 Open House 6:30 p.m.
Tues, Jan 19 - Wed, Jan 20

Grade 9 EQAO Math Assessment
Fri, Jan 22 - Thurs, Jan 28

French/Italian Oral & Listening Exams
Fri, Jan 29 - Thurs, Feb 4

Semester 1 Final Exams
FEBRUARY

Monday, February 1
College Applications Due

Friday, February 5
P. A Day for Staff

(No Classes for Students)
Student Semi-Formal

Monday, February 8
First Day of Classes - Semester 2

Tuesday, February 9
Grade Level Assemblies (9 & 10)

Wednesday, February 10
Ash Wednesday Service

Thursday, February 11
Grade Level Assemblies (Grades 11 & 12) 

Thursday, February 12
Spirit Wear Day

Monday, February 15
Family Day - School Closed

Friday, February 19
Final Report Cards for First Semester 

Tuesday, February 23
Momentum Choir Assembly

Friday, February 26
Casual Dress Day

Monday, February 29
Early Progress Report - Sem 2

March
Friday, March 11

Spirit Wear Day
Sat, March 12 - Sun, March 20

March Break - School Closed
Thursday, March 24

Holy Thursday
Friday, March 25

Good Friday - School Closed
Monday, March 28

Easter Monday - School Closed
Thursday, March 31

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test
Markbook Reports

APRIL
Thursday, April 7

Parent-Teacher Interviews 3:30-6:30
Easter Mass

Friday, April 8 
Spirit Wear Day

Thursday, April 28
Sem 2 Mid-Term Reports

Nick Micielli Memorial Soccer Tournament
Friday, April 29 

Nick Micielli Memorial Soccer Tournament
MAY

Sun, May 1 - Sat, May 7
Catholic Education Week

  CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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