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With late autumn upon us, the staff and students 
at St. Francis Catholic Secondary School are 

settled in and working hard together both in the 
classroom and in a myriad of co-curricular and 
community activities.

Various sports teams have completed their 
regular seasons with a number of them 

qualifying for playoff action.  Many of our clubs have 
continued their mission of providing opportunities 
for growth and service.  Our staff continues their 
focus on academics and the progress of our 
students.

As a school community, there have been some 
defining moments:  our first Mass celebrated on 

October 4th coinciding with the Feast of St. Francis, 
our magazine fundraising campaign, and our 
Annual Pilgrimage which raised over $45,000.00 to 
assist various projects in Haiti, Guatemala and the 
Dominican Republic.  St. Francis could not have 
been this successful without the support of such 
a wonderful, giving community.  Our community 
certainly made the effort to, "Take a Look at 
Ourselves and Make a Change."

Looking forward, there will be a number of events 
and opportunities for all of us to contribute to 

the growth of our students, staff and community.  
From faith formation activities for staff, to our 
Christmas basket campaign, to our Advent liturgy. 
St. Francis will be focused on the Advent season 
in the coming weeks.

We are welcoming a number of new staff 
members this year.   Ms. Lisa Fazzalari has 

joined our Social Science department while Ms. 
Kathryn O'Reilly and Mrs. Mary Mannella-Byers 
have been welcomed into our Special Education 
area.  Of late, Mr. Dustin Wiley has come on board 
to run our Special Education classroom in the 
absence of Mrs. Shauna Christian.

Mid-term Report Cards were sent home with 
students on Wednesday, November 21st 

and while there are no scheduled parent-teacher 
interviews at this time, we encourage parents to 
contact teachers if they have questions or concerns 
regarding the progress of their son or daughter.

In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to thank the 
students, parents, and staff of St. Francis for their very 

welcoming, faith-based, and team-oriented approach to their 
school and their school community.  God bless you all!

The grade 11 & 12 Hospitality & Tourism students have 
been busy preparing food items for local food banks. Since 
late August the students have prepared over 4000 lbs of a 
variety of food items for groups, including Project Share.

The students processed over 100 bushels of tomatoes 
donated by local farmers. These tomatoes were turned 
into sauce, stewed tomatoes, chili sauce and salsa. The 
students then canned the food and helped pa ck it for the 
food bank.

Other food items the students have prepared for Project 
Share include full turkey dinners with gravy, mashed 
potatoes, fresh vegetables, gravy and pumpkin pie.  Over 
200 people enjoyed the prepared meals.

Working with volunteers from "Eating Niagara", who pick 
unwanted fruit from local residents, the students processed 
crab apples, pears and peaches. Had it not been for the 
volunteers and students over 1000 lbs of fruit would not 
have been available to food bank clients.

Stats - amongst food prepared since August:
100 bushels tomatoes.  30 cases bananas
12 bushels eggplant. 15 bushels peppers
700 lbs kiefer pears. 200 lbs crab apples

Thank you to all the students who worked hard preparing 
food for our community.  Great job!!

Mike Gretzinger
Chef / Teacher
NCDSB

St Francis Hospitality Students
 Making a Difference in the 

Community
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PILGRIMAGE 2012 – MAKE A CHANGE!
Mrs. M.J. Drago 

St. Francis students walked their 18th Annual Pilgrimage on Sunday, October 28th. The wet, cold 
weather of the day did not dampen the spirit and deep compassion felt by the students for their 
brothers and sisters in the Third World.

This was another fantastic year for the St. Francis community as over 400 students, parents and 
staff participated in this special event, raising over $45,000.00!

As in years past, a large portion of the funds raised will be donated to our new adopted school, the 
Mary Immaculate Grammar School in Cap Haitian, Haiti.  Another fraction of the money will again 
be donated to International FogQuest Program for the continued construction of fog collectors 
in Guatemala and to the Dominican-Canadian Community Development Group to assist in the 
creation of a new system of agribusiness for struggling communities in the Dominican Republic.  
Finally, monies will be donated locally to the St.Vincent de Paul Society, the Maycourt Club – 
Christmas Toy Bureau, Habitat for Humanity, Niagara Region Sexual Assault Centre and the 
Warehouse of Hope in St. Catharines.

The St. Francis school community would like to thank you for your support of our Annual Pilgrimage 
project.  Our brothers and sisters in the Third World and here at home are grateful for all the hope 
that we have given and continue to give them.

The following is a letter sent from Haiti, to the Participants of the 2012 Pilgrimage.
con't next page...
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Message to our Ontario Friends! 

 

Greetings from Haiti Everyone! 

I was watching the opening day at one of our schools and my eyes became fixed on the feet of a group of young 
children. Their brand new black leather school shoes had already been scuffed and dirtied by the long walk from 
home to school.  Imagine…these sweethearts were up at 4:30 am…washed, dressed, hair braided and off to 
school at 5:30 am…most had not eaten breakfast.  Here I was watching there smiling faces as they saluted the 
flag and I thought….these kids are strong, beautiful and very lucky. 

I looked at those scuffed shoes again…and I thought of you! All of you who of your time, your energy and your 
best hopes and dreams so that these children could be here at school this morning.  WOW!  Such a small world 
when you think about it. Here they are depending on you…and there you are on the other side of the world 
hearing their needs and doing over and above what most people would even think of doing to help their own 
next door neighbor!  And you know what? We are so proud of all of you! We are proud of your creativity, your 
insistence that once again you will not let these children down.   

Your audacity and goodwill, reaching from across the ocean, means that all of our children (thousands of them!) 
not only have shoes to get them to school, but once there, they can have a hearty meal, the books and tools that 
that they need to learn and grow.  They can find answers to their hunger, there health needs, and so much 
more.  We, the Sisters of Holy Cross who insure that your gifts are used entirely to their benefit have been able 
to upkeep school buildings, build playgrounds, and offer a fair salary and ongoing formation to our teachers.  
Imagine…without you guys wearing yourselves out every year pledge hunting and walking for us…where would 
we be? 

So in a few days you will take to the road once again…culminating a beautifully orchestrated fund-raising 
campaign.  I can just imagine looking down at your feet at the end of the pilgrimage…seeing your shoes all 
scuffed up.  It is a small world…and you are making it better simply be caring about the future of it!   

May the God of Justice and truth look down upon you and smile!  May God’s tenderness and compassion fill 
your hearts and be the moving force behind all your actions!  God Bless! 

Sister Doreen 
In the name of every child, 

 parent and teacher in our schools 
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Is it Pride?  Spirit?  Faith?  Or is 
it something more?  St. Francis 
showed our true colours this 
past month with our first ever 
“Lip Dub” for Pilgrimage.  Over 
150 students stayed after school 
to film a “One Shot” music 
video, while talking about how 
“Making a Change” in the world 
starts with ourselves.  Later 
this month 500 or more of our 
students will continue to show 
their commitment to change at 
this year’s Pilgrimage.

St. Francis First Ever Lip Dub for 
Pilgrimage!

Mr. P. McGuire
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Clubs & Activities
Student Council
Ms A. Saltarelli

The beginning of the school year has been a busy one for Student Council.  After a very restful 
summer, Student Council welcomed our incoming Grade 9 students with a delicious breakfast 
consisting of pancakes and sausages.  Students were taken on a tour of the school in preparation 
for their first day of high school.

At the beginning of October, Student Council held elections for this year’s Grade 9 Representative. 
There was a tremendous amount of interest with many worthy candidates hoping to be elected. 
Unfortunately, there was only room for one student, and that student was Kathryna Cuizon. 
Student Council would like to welcome Kathryna as our new Grade 9 Representative.

We also held our first school dance of the year on October 18th.  It was a Halloween theme, with 
many outstanding costumes.  We had a great turnout, and it was no surprise to see that our 
students were so well behaved with so much school spirit.

Our next adventure will be from November 11-13 when Student Council members will attend 
the 33rd Annual Ontario Student Leadership Conference in Niagara Falls at the Sheraton On 
The Falls Hotel.  More than 2500 students from all across Ontario will gather to hear from 
some amazing guest speakers. They will attend workshops to learn about different leadership 
activities that can be implemented in our school and community.  It will be a great opportunity for 
this year’s Student Council to learn from other students, form a bond with each other, and have 
a little fun in the process. 

Student Council would like to thank you for your support.  We are looking forward to an amazing 
school year!

Magazine Fundraiser
Mrs. A. Cheng

The Phoenix Fall Magazine Fundraiser, in 
support of co-curricular activities here at St. 
Francis, enjoyed continued success this year. 
Staff, students and community members all 
contributed to the cause through the purchase 
of magazine subscriptions. 

A few students in particular should be 
commended for their incredible efforts.   
Auxanna Nenadovich was this year’s top 
seller.  Our next two top sellers were Mikella 
Valvano and Celina Valvano.  The following 
students had 20 or more orders: Owen 
Christian, Adam Vassallo, Krysten Roscoe,  

Victoria Turton, Ashley D'Elia, Kathryna 
Cuizon, and Michael Angaran.

Entire classes also took part in the fundraising 
fun.  The winning classes this year were Grade 
9 Mr. Mancuso, Grade 10 Mr. D’Ambrosio, 
Grade 11 Mrs. VanKralingen, and Grade 12 Mr. 
Di Pietro

Many thanks go out to all members of the 
St. Francis community who made this year’s 
fundraiser a fabulous success.  Please 
remember that if you still want to order more 
magazines you can do so all year long by going 
to the website www.qsp.ca.  Remember to log 
on as St. Francis so that our school will receive 
the profits.    
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Co-curricular News
Cross-Country Team
Mrs. Bianco/Mr. D’Ambrosio

The St. Francis Cross-Country Team consists of 21 dedicated runners who run daily regardless 
of weather.  Training runs include trips to Port Dalhousie, Jaycee Park and around the residential 
area of St. Francis.

The Phoenix achieved fantastic results at all of our meets this year.  Many runners improved on 
their personal best times.  Congratulations to the following competitors for their achievements:

BULLDOG INVITATIONAL  
September 25th- Burgoyne 
Woods
Paulina Sergnese  placed 
1st and and Kimberlyn 
Sheehan 28th in the midget 
girls race.
Brett Erskine finished 8th 
out of 76 runners in the 
midget boys race.
In the senior girls race, 
Heather Mirynech, Taylor 
Morris, Christine Saleeb, 
Marta Alvarez, Gabreille 
Lahaie and Ninette 
Mongrut ran a good race, 
as did Jeremy Mol, David 
Mirynech, Jesse Webb, Braeden Petch and Michael Ranaudo for the senior boys.

ZONE October 18th- Burgoyne Woods -The following team members advanced to SOSSA:
Top 10 Individuals: Paulina Sergnese 1st, Brett Erskine 5th and Jeremy Mol 6th   

Team:  Ashley Hawkhisstone, Heather Mirynech, Taylor Morris, Christine Saleeb placed  4th 
to advance to Zone.
Special mention to the junior boys team: Nicholas Nolan and Jackson Wills for running a good 
race.

SOSSA October 25th- Burgoyne Woods – Paulina Sergnese ran another amazing race placing 
1st once again to advance to OFSAA to be held in Bramptom on November 3rd. Good luck, 
Paulina!

Mrs. Bianco, Mr. D’Ambrosio and Mrs. Hauber  are extremely proud of the team's attitude this 
year, and would like to thank the athletes for their personal commitment and spirit. We look 
forward to next season!
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Phoenix Swim Team
Ms D. Scull (coach)/Ms R. Weekes 
(para coach)/Ms F. Latcham 
(manager)

The St. Francis Swim Team is off to an 
excellent start this year with some new and 
some returning competitors.  I am extremely 
excited to see such a high level of talent from 
our newcomers. This year’s swimmers include 
Junior girls: Olivia Austin, Sara Cotnam, 
Bernadett Kujani, Emily Stacey, Olivia 
Usick and Mikella Valvano.  Junior boys: Matt 
Vanleeuwen and Faras Ali.

We are thrilled to welcome para-swimmer 
Chantelle Balanowski to the team and 
welcome back Alex Evans, James Brown 
and Jessie Mold.  Ms. Weekes is returning to 
assist in coaching these fine swimmers.

We are also fortunate that Jack Harold is 
returning to swim at the elite open level, and is 
joined by Mike Kreuk again.  Both swimmers 
have graciously taken on an assistant coaching 
role.  They are joined by returning senior 
swimmers: Chris Miele, Jennavieve Jawor, 
Laura Sands and Asia Grey.

We will unleash the Phoenix spirit at the Eden 
Meet on November 1st at Brock University. 

Senior Boys Volleyball
Ms. J. Frendo

The Senior Boys Volleyball Team is off to a great start!  We are now in second place in our 
division.  We have participated in two tournaments and have finished in the top half for both.  
The boys are looking forward to playoffs in the next couple of weeks, hoping to move onto 
SOSSA this year.  The 2012 team consists of: Captains, Dehlan Cook and Chris Anderson, 
followed by Nick Daoust, Ed Hollingworth, Chad Pappel, Cree Blakely, Dan Zamfir, Marcus 
Kretz, Jamie Tracey, Andrew Seif, Hayden Rennie, Joel Chouinard and Nick Pirritano. 
Congratulations boys!  We are proud of your hard work and dedication, keep it up.
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 Department News

The Tennis Team had great success 
this year.  Keaton Cheropita 
and Leah D'Louisio were able to 
advance to SOSSA.  They played 
very well and represented St. 
Francis well.  Hailey Criag was able 
to capture the Junior SOSSA single 
girls title in dramatic fashion.  Down 
five games to two, Hailey dug deep 
and rattled off four straight games, 
forcing the match to be decided in a 
tie breaker.  In the tie breaker, Hailey 
demonstrated excellent patience 
and shot making, eventually 
winning, 7-5.  Hailey's comeback 
was inspirational and St. Francis is 
proud of her accomplishment.

In senior tennis action, Adam Vassallo and Sarah Galaway placed second at the Zone Tournament 
which qualified them for SOSSA.  They played very well and ended up with a fifth place finish in 
Southern Ontario.

Overall, this year's tennis team had great success and a lot of fun -- especially with the new shirts!  
If you are interested in trying out for next year's team, listen for announcements in September and 
contact Mr. Gandola or Mr. Alderson for information.

Tennis Team
Mr. Alderson

In addition, this semester the grade 9 classes 
will be attending a performance of Romeo and 
Juliet to enhance their understanding of this 
core text.  The grade 10 courses are continuing 
to be prepared for the upcoming OSSLT with 
the Literacy Unit built right into each Grade 10 
course. 

D.E.A.R is up and running every Wednesday as 
a means of supporting literacy and encouraging 
young people to read for the pleasure of it as 
opposed to just for the purposes of study.
With so many great things happening, this is 
shaping up to be an excellent semester yet 
again. 

English Department
Mr. T. Chalmers

With another school year well under way, 
the English Department is as busy as ever 
implementing new literacy strategies and 
providing meaningful learning goals to support 
our students in this core subject.

This semester we are continuing to implement 
the Ontario Comprehension Assessment in all 
grade 9 classes, as well as cross-curricular, 
with the help of our literacy coach. This data 
will help instruct grade 9 teachers to tailor 
lessons in all subject areas to suit the areas of 
need in literacy.  
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Religious Studies Update
Mr. J. Cukierski

This semester has been very productive for the 
department of Religious Studies and Family 
Life.  Two of our teachers, Ms. Frendo and Mr. 
D'Ambrosio, attended the annual, When Faith 
Meets Pedagogy Conference, in Toronto.  The 
keynote speakers and workshops offered at 
this conference are always top notch and this 
year was no exception.  Mrs. Lucchetta's World 
Religions class celebrated a Jewish Feast of 
Festivals and rituals on October 31st.  Given that 
the Jewish culture and faith is so intertwined 
with Christianity, this celebration gave students 
a deeper witness into our spiritual patrimony.  

All of this semester's World Religion classes 
are going on a field trip to the various non-
Christian religious sites in late November.  
This experience is imperative to any student's 
high school experience.  It is also supported 
by the Second Vatican Council's decree on 
the Churches relationship with non-Chrstian 
religions.  In December the HRE 4O and HRE 4M 
religion classes are attending a live production 
of It's a Wonderful Life at the Seneca Theatre 
in Niagara Falls, ON.  The stage version of this 
timeless classic calls to mind the importance of 
community and the search for what's good and 
truly important in life.  

Last but not least is the first ever Jesus Fair 
at St. Francis School.  This fair/project is the 
culminating assignment for the HRE 1O, grade 
9 Religion course.  Working through four 
checkpoints the students will develop a 3-D 
model of something that describes their faith 
journey as well as concepts covered throughout 
the course.  It is scheduled to take place on 
Monday, January 21st, 2013 during period two 
in the cafeteria.  Other classes and grade  8 
students will tour the displays and ask questions 
about the models and the students' learnings 
in the course.  The hope is that this project 
becomes a mainstay for our department, and 
school as a whole.  

Special Education
Ms A. Saltarelli

It has been a very exciting semester so 
far for the St. Francis Special Education 
Department.  We would like to begin 
by welcoming two new students to our 
classroom, and school, Rachel Smith and 
Andrew Dyck. 

Many students at St. Francis, including 
some Special Education Class students, 
have begun Co-op placements at various 
businesses in the community.  This is a 
great opportunity for students to gain some 
knowledge as well as new experiences in 
the workplace. 

We have also continued the tradition of 
making muffins for the P3 Program, which 
runs every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday in our school Library Information 
Centre.  We enjoy helping to feed all the 
hungry students hard at work.   

The month of October was packed with 
many wonderful activities beginning with the 
Halloween Party, which was held at Denis 
Morris Catholic High School.  Students were 
dressed up in some amazing costumes.  They 
enjoyed a delicious meal and participated in 
a much anticipated dance. 

On October 25th, students attended the 
Special Needs Activity Program (SNAP), 
which was held at Brock University. Students 
were paired up with senior students from 
Brock and participated in many activities 
which supported the growth of the students’ 
fine and gross motor skills.  Our students 
had so much fun.  It was an amazing day!

Our next major event will take place on 
December 13th where our students will 
be hosting the Annual Special Education 
Christmas Event.  Special Education 

con't next page...
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Music Notes! 
Mr. F. Mancuso/Mr. S. DeAngelis

Things are busy as ever in the Music Department this year. 

Our classes are off to a great start.  Our grade 9 Instrumental and Guitar classes are learning 
how to play their instruments through challenging, modern material.  They are also developing 
their knowledge of the language of music.  They show great potential as developing musicians.

Our grade 10 guitar students are also developing and learning musical skills.  Several students 
have played before which has allowed them opportunities to work on advanced playing techniques 
which will prepare them for further studies in guitar.

Our grade 11 and 12 Instrumental Class has an exceptional amount of skilled students with 
amazing attitudes towards music.  They are forming the basis of our Jazz/Funk band this 
semester.  They have already worked on songs by artists including Sam and Dave, Carlos 
Santana and Amy Winehouse.  We also had a presentation from Nelson Beattie, a professional 
musician who plays a multitude of instruments including the saxophone.  He performed for the 
class and discussed potential post secondary opportunities for musicians to develop and refine 
their skills as well as how to understand and create solos using the blues scale. 

Our House Band and Choir reached new heights this semester with over 50 students involved in 
these activities (including many male singers!).  These groups performed for our opening school 
liturgy and Pilgrimage kickoff assembly.  They did an exceptional job singing in 3 part harmony. 
We are excited about their progress and commitment to this group.

Currently the department is planning and rehearsing for our Annual Christmas Roadshows and 
Concert series.  Our concert is scheduled for Thursday December 13th in our school gym.  We 
are also performing at the Niagara Regional Police United Way kickoff fundraiser on December 
4th at the NRP headquarters.  All parents are encouraged to attend these showcases of our 
musical talent.

students from across the Board will participate in this event filled with Christmas crafts, a Christmas 
concert and a much anticipated dance.  We are definitely looking forward to that day!  We are also 
looking forward to December 14th when students will travel to the Scotia Bank Convention Center 
to attend a showing of Peter Pan. 

In conclusion, the Special Education Department would like to thank everyone involved in making 
the start of this school year so enjoyable.  We are looking forward to even more excitement to 
come. 
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Nelson Beattie -- Professional Musician
FSL/International Languages
Mme. M. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International Languages Department has been quite busy since September.   Our 
language students had the opportunity to travel to Toronto to tour the famous St. Lawrence 
Market to experience the many cultures and nationalities which are represented, as well as to 
experience the many different cultural foods.  The students then proceeded to Toronto’s Little Italy 
District, where they had a tour of CHIN Radio/TV on College St.  The students were able to see 
first-hand the use of a second, third and fourth language in the workforce. They truly understood 
the value of having more than one language and the benefits for their future endeavours.  

The FSF/International Language Department along with the Music and Technology classes 
have planned a trip to New York City in May.  The trip highlights the many different cultural areas 
of New York, as well as the music and film industry.  This trip is open to our French and Italian 
students as well as our Music/Drama students and Film and Technology students.

The IDC 30 Italy Travel Credit course is well on its way for another year. The students who come 
from all of the eight high schools within the NCDSB are participating in the course, which is 
comprised of the History and Geography of Italy, the Art History -- Art of the Renaissance -- as 
well as a unit in basic Italian.  The students have the opportunity to earn a credit plus travel to 
Italy for 2 weeks in March.  It is an experience which they will never forget.

The rock group Swing will be visiting again this year.  The FSF students will have an opportunity 
to experience this energy filled musical group in November.

The FSF/International Languages Department along with the Social Sciences Department will 
be hosting a guest speaker on November 14th, 2012 from Forum for Young Canadians.  Forum 
is an opportunity for grade 11 and 12 students to be a part of the parliamentary system in Ottawa 
and to learn about our government.  They will be encouraged to use their French as much as 
possible.  

ISE—International Student Exchange Ontario— will present an information night at the Catholic 
Education Centre on Rice Rd. in Welland on Tuesday,  November 6th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
boardroom. This exchange program offers 2 and 3 month exchanges to European destinations.  
This continues to be an enriching learning opportunity for students in Grades 7-12.  Further 
information is included in this newsletter.

There are many more wonderful things to come….stay tuned!  Remember with languages the 
world is at your fingertips!
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Welcome to:

Online course Selection
Save time and increase accuracy with online 
course selection, configured at the school level.

Customized Advisory Alerts
Advisory alerts inform students about everything 
from prerequisite gaps to the cost of supplies for a 
given course.

Diploma & Certificate Tracking
Track course selections against multiple diploma 
options and certification programs.
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Login now at:

http://www.niagaracatholic.ca

and click on Career Cruising to 

begin your course search and planning.

Click on the blue book icon at the top right of the Course Planner tab to see the full Student Course 
Guide for your school.

This  blue symbol means there is a Warning that you must read. Hover over the blue dot and the 
note will appear. Examples of a Warning include: “You have selected a course that you have 
previously completed. This course will not count a an additional credit.” or “$20 fee is required for 
this course.”

This red symbol means there is an Alert that you must read. Hover over the red dot and the note will 
appear. Example of an Alert include: “You do not have the proper pre-requisite, please select the 
proper pre-requisite, or speak to guidance.” Remove the course and select another or speak to 
guidance.

To print a draft copy of your course selections at any time, click on the printer icon at the top right on 
the Course Planner tab.

To submit your course selections, click the ‘Submit’ button at the bottom of the school year you are 
selecting.

To print a final copy of your course selections, click on the printer icon at the top right hand corner.  
Follow the instructions under the heading SUBMISSION INFORMATION on the Sign Off Sheet to 
return to the school.

Things to remember…

On-line payment can still be made from the Board website for grades 9-12.

New Process for course selection for grades 8-12:

You will be required to change your password after you 
first login.

Hover over any course to read the description and • 
prerequisites for the course.
To add a course, click on the "+" icon of the white • 
course slot. You will return to your Course Planner tab 
and the couse you have chosen will appear.

• 
Continue until you have selected all your required and 
elective courses.

>>Enter your login information:

Username: NCDSB-

Password:
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UNIVERSITY/ COLLEGE APPLICATION INFO  
   

 
UNIVERSITY APPLICATION PROCESS: 
 
All applications will be completed by computer on-line from home or school by the 
student through the Ontario University Application Centre. www.ouac.on.ca 
 
important dates to remember for university: 
November        Distribution of access codes for application                                                 
January 16       Deadline to submit On-line OUAC application for first consideration 
February 5       Recommended date to make changes  
May 29            Date by which universities must respond  
June 3              Acceptance response may be required with a financial commitment 
 
fees:    recommended method is Visa/Mastercard online  
               $130.00 for 3 Universities 
                $42.00 for each additional selection (no limit) 
 
check prerequisites at:  www.electronicinfo.ca 
 
 
 
COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS: 
 
All applications will be completed by computer on-line from home or school by the student 
through the Ontario College Application Centre. www.ontariocolleges.ca  
 
You must register and create your own password.  Be sure to write down your username 
and password and your OCAS application number! 
 
important dates to remember for college: 
November 1    application site open 
February 1      applications and payment due to OCAS for equal consideration 
February 1      earliest release of offer admission 
May 1             last day to confirm acceptance to an offer 
 
fees:    recommended method of payment is Visa/Mastercard online 
              $95.00 for 5 programs (max. 3 at 1 college) 
 
 

Students are always encouraged to book an individual 
appointment in Student Services. 
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The following is a list of some of the scholarships/award sites available: 
 
www.scholarshipscanada.com 
www.studentawards.com 
www.osap.gov.on.ca 
www.electronicinfo.ca 
 
Check the individual College and University websites for entrance awards information. 
 
 
Useful Websites: 
 

Post-Secondary Information 
Ontario universities—prerequisites www.electronicinfo.ca 
Ontario universities—application website www.ouac.on.ca 
Canadian universities www.aucc.ca 
Ontario colleges—application website www.ontariocolleges.ca 
Canadian colleges www.accc.ca 
Canadian schools, financial and career information www.schoolfinder.com 

 
Apprenticeship Information 

Information on skilled trades, apprenticeships www.careersintrades.ca 
FAQs, local area information, information for parents www.apprenticetrades.ca 
Information on skilled competition/awareness programs www.skillscanada.com 
Ministries of Education, Training/College/University www.edu.gov.on.ca 

 
Career Information 

Apprenticeships, Colleges, Universities, Careers www.edu.gov.on.ca 
Information on career choices based on student profile www.careercruising.com 

username:  niagarac 
password:  23890 

Ontario School Counsellors’ Association www.osca.ca 
 

U.S. College/University Information 
SAT test preparation (over 3000 multiple choice) www.sat-preparation.co.il 
Colleges, scholarships, financial aid www.college-scholarships.com 
Connecting students to colleges and opportunities www.collegeboard.org 
Guide for students and teachers www.embark.com 
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Students (Gr. 7 – 12) 
Parents & Teachers 

who are interested in our 
2 or 3-month exchange 

program to France, Italy, 
Belgium, Switzerland, 
Spain and Germany 

are
invited to an 
information

session

Tuesday, November 6, 2012 
7:00 p.m. 

Niagara Catholic Education Centre 
427 Rice Rd., Welland 

Please RSVP by Nov. 2nd

 to nadine.vantsant@ncdsb.com
 Program Department Secretary 

735-0240 ext. 173 

For more information contact 
jayne.evans@ncdsb.com

Consultant
735-0247, ext 131 

Question &
Answer

 period 

 will follow 
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
NOVEMBER

Thursday, November 1
All Saints Day

Friday, November 2
All Souls Day

Saturday, November 3
Cross Country OFSAA @ Brampton

Monday, November 5
Phys Ed classes to Health Fair @ Brock University

Wednesday, November 7
End of Term 1
Pilgrimage dinner
Grade 8 Orientation Day
Take Your Kids to Work Day -- Grade 9

Thursday, November 8
Begin Term 2
Pilgrimage Grade Winners
McMaster University Presentation
University/College Information Night

Friday, November 9
Chinese Teacher Visitation

Saturday, November 11
Remembrance Day

Monday, November 12
Canadian Blood Services - Tammy Blood Typing
Laurier University Presentation

Tuesday, November 13
Mohawk College Presentation
Special Education Christmas Event

Monday, November 14
Grade 9 Trip Romeo & Juliet
World Diabetes Day
Mathletes @ Holy Cross
Special Ed @ Scotia Bank Convention Center for Peter Pan

Thursday, November 15
Spirit Wear Day
Chris Nilan -- Guest Speaker
Career Fair
Grad Photos

Friday, November 16
PA Day

Monday, November 19
Spirit Wear Day
Grad Photos

Tuesday, November 20
Grad Photos

Wednesday, November 21
Sheridan College Presentation
Mid Term Report Card Distribution
Grad Photos

Thursday, November 22-Saturday, November 24
Mike Sullivan Memorial Basketball Tounament

Thursday, November 22
Junior Basketball Buy-In
Grad Photos

Friday, November 23
Senior Basketball Buy-In
Grad Photos

Monday, November 27
Mathletes

Tuesday, November 27-Friday, November 30
Reconcilliation

Friday, November 30
Casual Dress Day

DECEMBER
Saturday, December 2

First Sunday of Advent
Monday, December 3

Technology Trip Much Music @ Toronto
Thursday, December 6-Friday, December 7 

Christmas Roadshow
Saturday, December 8

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Sunday, December 9

Second Sunday of Advent
Monday, December 10

Christmas Roadshow
Wednesday, December 12

Advent Mass
Mathletes Tournament Finals

Thursday, December 13
Christmas Concert

Friday, December 14
Spirit Wear Day

Sunday, December 16
Third Sunday Advent

Monday, December 17-Thursday, December 20
Christmas Roadshow TBA

Wednesday, December 19-Friday, December 21
Christmas Basket Drive/Delivery

Wednesday, December 19
Markbook Report

Friday, December 21
Casual Dress Day
Christmas Assembly

Sunday, December 23
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Monday, December 24-Friday, January 4/'13
Christmas Break Holidays

JANUARY
Sunday, Janurary 6

Feast of the Epiphany
Monday, January 7

Semester One Classes Resume
Monday, January 14-Wednesday, January 23

French/Italian Oral Examinations
Thursday, January 17

EQAO Practice
St. Francis Open House

Monday, January 21
Grade 9 Religion Jesus Fair in Cafe

Tuesday, January 22-Wednesday, January 23
EQAO 

Thursday, January 24
French/Italian Listening Exam
Casual Dress Day

Friday, January 25-Wednesday, January 30
Exams

Thursday, January 31
Exam Day -- Conflicts
Semi-Formal


