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            St. Francis Catholic Secondary School                   
         Niagara Catholic District School Board

By Miss M. LaGrotteria, Principal
We have enjoyed an outstanding beginning to 
a new school year.  It seems incredible that we 
have already completed two months of school.  
The enthusiasm and energy at St. Francis is 
extraordinary, with academic and co-instructional 
programs in full swing, providing a wide range of 
opportunities for our young people.

Our enrolment continues to increase.  We have 
802 students:  198 (Grade 9's), 215 (Grade 
10's), 195 (Grade 11's), 194 (Grade 12's and 
returning students).

Our goals for the 2008/2009 school year are as 
follows:
1) To provide students, staff and community 
the opportunity to gather after school as a 
community on a bi-monthly basis to pray.
2) To promote a postive school climate through 
bullying prevention and intervention.
3) To improve EQAO Math and Literacy scores, 
even though they are already very good.
4) To have all students submit work within the 
appropriate time lines so that they achieve 
success and reduce marks of zero throughout 
the year.
5) To have all teachers of applied and locally 
developed courses utilize assistive technology 
programs at least once per week within their 
classrooms.

This spring we are looking forward to our 
production of "The Little Shop of Horrors".  
Students and staff are already planning this.

St. Francis is blessed to be surrounded by a 
knowledgeable, caring and motivated staff and 
an exceptional School Council.  Together we 
are committed to creating an atmosphere that is 
conducive to learning and to mutual respect for 
self and others.  We look forward to a great year 
and, in partnership with you, we hope to make a 
difference in your child's educational experience.  
Please do not hesitate to contact us; our goal is 
to maintain good and open communication.

A WARM PHOENIX WELCOME
TO OUR NEW STAFF

Mr. Michael Diamond
Vice Principal

Mrs. Maria Mauro-Marshall
Program Chair, International Languages

Mr. Richard Alderson
Physical Education Teacher

Ms Diana Aucoin
Physical Education Teacher

Mrs. Carol Bowers
Religion Teacher

Ms Gabe Kevorkian
Educational Assistant

Miss Jamie Levitt
English Teacher

Ms Amanda Liefl 
Art Teacher

Mr. Frank Mancuso
Music Teacher

Mr. Donald McArthur
Special Education Teacher

Mrs. Babs Schenck
Secretary

Ms Barb Scott
Educational Assistant

Miss Bev Voth
Education Assistant

Miss Teresa Zwambag
Mathematics Teacher

We wish Mrs. Grace Bettiol all the
very best on her retirement!

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING
All parents and guardians are invited  to join us at 

our next School Council Meeting 

Thursday, November 20th at 6:00 pm
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WE GOT SOUL!!
By Mrs. M.J. Drago, 
St. Francis students walked their 14th Annual 
Pilgrimage on Sunday, October 26th.  The beautiful 
weather of the day (thank you, Lord) and the 
camaraderie between students were only surpassed 
by the deep compassion felt by the students for their 
brothers and sisters in the Third World.

This was another fantastic year for the St. Francis 
community as over 550 students, parents and 
staff participated in this special event raising over 
$50,000.

As in years past, a large portion of the funds 
raised will be donated to our adopted school, the 
Florenceau Parish School located in St. Marc, 
Haiti.  Another fraction of the money will again be 
donated to the International Fog Quest Program 
for the continued construction of fog collectors 
in Guatemala and to the Dominican-Canadian 
Community Development Group to assist in the 
creation of a new system of agri-business for 
struggling communities in the Dominican Republic.  
Finally, monies will be donated to the Warehouse of 
Hope in St. Catharines.  

The St. Francis school community would like to 
thank you for your support of our Annual Pilgrimage 
project.  Our brothers and sisters in the Third World 
are grateful for all the hope that we have given and 
continue to give them.

The following message was sent from Haiti on 
October 8, 2008 ...

« CRISIS ALERT » 
As you all know, Haiti has recently been the victim 
of three violent cyclones causing unbelievable 
devastation everywhere :
• lives have been lost,
• homes have been destroyed,
• hunger is everywhere,
• schools have been damaged or destroyed,
• gardens and animals lost,
• roads and bridges washed out,
• and the litany goes on and on.

You, the staff and students of St. Francis Catholic 
Secondary School, have always been generous. 
You have been an example of faith in action. We 
are profoundly grateful for your sharing and past 
participation in restoring our hope in humanity. You 
have been a source of “resurrection”. 

Please accept our love and gratitude!
More than ever this year, we need you to be:
• a star of generosity and zeal,
• a star of compassion,
• a star of audacity and courage,
• a star of communion,
• and a star to the enlighten  in the lives of our 
children, traumatized by fear.

Go in the name of Jesus who blesses you. We too, 
bless you, and walk with you.   And we thank God 
for each one of you every day.

With much love, Sr. Maureen Fuelkell, c.s.c.
for the Sisters, staff and students in Haiti 

PILGRIMAGE 2008 
We Got Soul!

$50,000

Poster Created
by Sean Lemene

We Looked for soul in each and every one of us ... we found it!
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!
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NIAGARA REGION PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT
Do you need ideas for newsletters, physical activity 
and being green, promoting walking, how to be 
active in the community, physical activity quizzes, 
information on being active at various ages and 
more?  Visit the newly updated Niagara Region 
Public Health Activity website at: 
www.niagararegion.ca .
- Quick Links / - Public Health / - Healthy Lifestyles /
- Physical Activity

For more hands on seasonal ideas visit the 
TREKZONE website at: www.trekzone.ca .

THE SCHOOL NURSE
Did you know that your 
teen's high school has a 
school nurse?
That's right, Niagara Regional 
Public Health provides a school 
nurse to every elementary and 
secondary school within Niagara.  Each nurse 
works together with their schools by providing 
health teaching, support, and resources to teachers, 
students, and parents on the importance of living a 
healthy lifestyle.  The nurse's role is mandated by 
the provincial government and is therefore closely 
related to the Ontario Health and Physical Education 
curriculum.  Your child's school and Public Health 
recognize that health is an important resource for 
daily living, and that health and learning are closely 
connected.

What does the school nurse do?
The school nurse can offer schools and students 
support and resources on a variety of health related 
topics, including: healthy eating, physical activity, 
tobacco use prevention, parenting, mental health, 
sexual health, and injury and substance abuse 
prevention.  Our school nurse is Ruth Lamoureux 
and she is available to our students on Thursdays.  
To make an appointment with the school nurse, 
please leave your name with Mrs. Conway in 
Student Services.

-------------------------------
THANK YOU

to Ozzie Mucciarelli,
of the Avondale Store located

at 282 Linwell Road,
St. Catharines

for his continued support through 
Nevadaman
ticket sales.

-----------------------------------

FLU VACCINATION CLINICS
FALL / WINTER 2008
November 17th - 9:00 am to 8:00 pm
Leisureplex, 3 Municipal Drive, Fort Erie
November 18th - 9:00 am to 8:00 pm
Mountainview Christian Reformed Church
290 Main Street East, Grimsby
November 19th - 9:00 am to 8:00 pm
E.L. Crossley Secondary School
350 Hwy 20 West, Pelham
November 24th - 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Centennial Arena
1565 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, NOTL
November 25th - 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm
St. James Anglican Church, Guild Hall
55 Charlotte Street, Port Colborne
November 26th - 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Wainfl eet Memorial Firefi ghter
Community Hall, 
19 M7 Park Street, Wainfl eet

Bring your health card, and / or driver's license to 
the Flu Clinic you are attending.  For additional 
information, please call Niagara Region Public 
Health, Vaccine Preventable Disease Program at 
(905)688-8248 Ext. 7425 or toll free at
1-888-505-6074.

NUT ALLERGIES
Please be aware that some of our students at St. 
Francis have an extreme allergy to nuts.  This 
includes any food that has nuts or nut products in 
it.  The allergies of these students are so severe 
that they could be life threatening.  Students may 
even have a reaction if an item containing peanuts 
is in their proximity.  Students are reminded that 
food is not permitted in classrooms at any 
time.

All our staff are aware of this situation and 
have been instructed on the correct procedures 
regarding anaphylactic shock.  Prevention is the 
best approach.  We ask that you refrain from 
packing lunches containing nut products.  We ask 
for your continued support and co-operation as we 
endeavour to make the school a safe environment 
for all students.

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE THANKS 
THE ST. FRANCIS COMMUNITY
A note from Ronald McDonald House ...
Once again, we want to thank you for your support 
of Hamilton's Ronald McDonald House.
We are writing to inform you that because of your 
contributions to the House you will be
recognized in our "Friends" donor book, which will 
be proudly displayed at the House. 
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PRESENTATION FOR PARENTS
Dr. David Wolfe, PhD

Meeting the Challenge of Parenting Teens
Why Teens Experiment

& Strategies To Keep Them Safe
Monday, November 24th, 2008

7:15 to 8:45 p.m.
Club Italia, 2525 Montrose Road, Niagara Falls

Presentation Details:  Teens face many pressures 
and choices each day concerning substance 
use, sexual behaviour, and abuse and violence 
in their peer and dating relationships.  These risk 
behaviours are interconnected and can emerge 
quickly as teens enter high school and shift their 
focus from the family to their peers.

This presentation covers an overview of adolescent 
development and how teens learn to guide their 
choices as they experiment with new opportunities 
and risks.  Come out and learn effective ways to 
help your teenager make safe and healthy choices!

About Dr. David Wolfe:  Dr. David Wolfe is a 
psychologist and author specializing in issues 
affecting children and youth.  He delivers informed, 
professional expertise in a friendly, engaging 
manner, and is highly effective in reaching a wide 
variety of audiences.  He is currently a director at 
the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health and 
a professor of psychology and psychiatry at the 
University of Toronto.  Registration is free!

To register please contact:  Niagara Region Public 
Health, School Health Program at (905)688-8248 
Ext 7156 or 1(800)505-6074.

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE (SEAC) 
Information about the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board's Special Advisory Committee 
(SEAC) can be found on the Board's website at: 
www.niagaracatholic.ca .
» Click - Programs and Services (left side of page)
» Click - Student Support Services (on sign post)
» Scroll Down and Click - Special Education 
   Advisory Committee (SEAC)
Information about meetings, roles and 
responsibilities of members are displayed on this 
page.  In addition, there are two links:  The Special 
Advisory Committee website: 
www.seac-learning.ca and the Ministry of 
Education Special Education website:  www.edu.
gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/speced.
html .

Formula BMW: Alexander Ellis 
Named 2009 Scholarship Winner

BMW Motorsports has announced that Canadian 
Alexander Ellis, 17, of St. Catharines, Ontario, 
has been named one of the 2009 Formula 
BMW Scholarship winners. The Formula BMW 
Americas Junior Scholarship awards $80,000 
and automatic enrolment in Formula BMW’s 
Education and Coaching program. Chosen from 
an international group of participants invited 
to the September 29 - 30 qualifying shoot-out 
held at the Formula BMW Racing Center at 
the Circuit de la Comunitat Valenciana Ricardo 
Tormo, in Valencia, Spain, this young man joins 
an extremely exclusive group of Formula BMW 
Americas Juniors. Alexander is the only Canadian 
to receive the scholarship, and one of the only 
3 drivers in the western hemisphere. Among the 
20 team drivers in this season’s Formula One, 
there are now four Formula BMW graduates: 
Nico Rosberg, Adrian Sutil, Sebastian Vettel and 
Timo Glock. The test and reserve drivers add 
three more to the tally, namely Christian Klien, 
Sebastien Buemi and Nicolas Hülkenberg. The 
concept behind the Formula BMW Americas 
Junior Program is to nurture young drivers 
towards a racing career by training them to the 
highest possible levels, drawing on the vast 
expertise and experience of BMW Motorsport. 
Underlining BMW's commitment to the discovery 
and grooming of future young talent, the 
scholarship "shoot-out" has been designed so 
that the most talented drivers, rather than the 
most fi nancially healthy, succeed. In order to 
differentiate the four scholarship recipients from 
all other series entries, the Juniors will race in the 
distinctive BMW Motorsport livery.     
                                                                                  

–Formulabmwamericas.com
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PARKING
Student drivers are reminded:
• to register vehicles in the main offi ce (yes, 
  even those used occasionally)
• to keep their cars locked, since the school 
  cannot be responsible for losses or damages
• not to sit in their cars during the school day
• to respect all traffi c regulations 
• that administration has the right to search 
  vehicles parked on the premises
• that the speed limit in the parking lot is 10 km/h
• that parking is a privilege, NOT a right
• to take advantage of School Board 
   transportation, if eligible
• that public transportation should be considered 
   as an alternative
• that the Board does not assume any 
   responsibility/liability for students who drive their 
   vehicles to and  from co-curricular/sporting 
   events 
• not  to drive other students to co-curricular/
   sporting events unless parent(s)/guardian(s)
   assume responsibility/liability
• that parent(s)/guardian(s) involvement, 
   suspension, loss of parking privileges and/or 
   towing, at the risk and expense of the registered 
   owner, will result if cars are parked in 
   unauthorized areas, used unsafely or 
   inappropriately
•  that showing disrespect for the rules will result 
    in the loss of parking privileges

P3 PROGRAM THRIVING
By Mrs. M. Hauber
After-school help is available in the library 
Tuesday to Thursday from 2:30 to 3:30 pm.  Fifty 
Senior students are already paired up as tutors 
helping in Math, Science, English and Geography 
and there are two staff members supervising each 
night.  Come out if you need extra help, or just 
want to get your homework done before you head 
home!

STUDENT SUCCESS
A new ad campaign has been launched  
highlighting three components of the Student 
Success Strategy:   Specialist High Skills Majors, 
dual Credits and Expanded Co-op.  They illustrate 
how the changes taking place in high school help 
tap into students' unique needs, talents and career 
goals.  You can view the commercial posted on 
the website at www.Ontario.ca/StudentSuccess . 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
By Mrs. P. Rempel, School Council Chair
Our fi rst School Council Meeting, October 2nd, 
welcomed many returning parents and several 
new faces.  We are off to a great start with a lot 
of enthusiasm, great ideas and conversation 
regarding matters relevant to the role we play 
at St. Francis.  Thanks to all of you.  Thursday, 
November 20th is the next meeting so mark your 
calendars.  If you were unable to attend the fi rst 
meeting and want to participate please attend.  
The minutes of School Council meetings are kept 
in the offi ce if anyone would like to review them.

School Council meets fi ve times throughout the 
school year.  Participation provides the opportunity 
to contribute to our school whether it be your 
input at meetings or volunteering at various 
school functions such as Pilgrimage or Grade 12 
Graduation.

The magazine fund raiser was once again a huge 
success.  We raised approximately $20,000, 
with 100% of these funds targeted to support the 
schools co-curricular programs.  Thanks to all for 
your generous support once again.  Our children 
are directly enriched by these efforts.

School Council has applied to the Ministry of 
Education for the Parents Reaching Out (PRO) 
Grant with the intention of featuring a dynamic 
guest speaker in 2009 at St. Francis.  The goal 
of the evening will be to bring timely, relevant 
information to parents regarding their teenage 
children.  An invitation will be extended to our 
feeder school communities and the general public.  
We would like to pack the gym so keep your eyes 
peeled for an upcoming announcement.

Poinsetta Sale – Yes, Christmas is soon 
approaching and you will fi nd enclosed an order 
form for our Annual Poinsettia Sale.  Help support 
your children’s co-curricular activities as well 
as School Council.  Pick up date is Monday, 
December 8th.  This is one of the few fundraisers 
we promote at the school so let’s all participate!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
School Council Meeting Dates
Thursday, November 20th
Thursday, January 22nd
Wednesday, March 25th
Thursday, May 21st
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S DESK …
By Ms D. McCaffery
Retreats:  Each Grade 9 student participated 

in a Retreat Activity Day at the 
Optimist Hall on Linwell.  Our focus 
was on change in our lives and how 
we handle it (Grade 9 Survival!) and 
the invitation to become involved in 
the school community.  Thanks to 
approximately forty Senior students 

from our God Squad/Mentorship who helped to 
facilitate these days; their willingness to share 
their leadership talents really make it possible to 
have Retreat Days.

SCOEP (Spiritually Centred Outdoor 
Education Program):  A number of students 
from St. Francis attended the SCOEP Training 
Workshop in September.  One team of facilitators 
assisted the SCOEP Team for St. Ann School 
in early October.  Opportunities will also be 
available to assist with Mother Teresa School 
(November), St. James School (May) and St. 
Denis School (February).  We can be very 
proud of our students.  We receive very positive 
feedback from the SCOEP team on their 
participation.

Prayer Services:  Our fi rst St. Francis after 
school community prayer service of this year 
was held in September.  Everyone was invited 
to attend and all students and staff in the school 
were given the opportunity to submit prayer 
intentions.  The prayer service was well attended 
and our next service will be held in November.  
This initiative is a result of a Student Government 
goal for this year and our school-wide SMART 
goal for Faith Formation.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to pray for the needs of all our 
community.

Opening Mass for the Feast of St. Francis was 
celebrated on October 3rd with Fr. Peter Walton 
as our celebrant.  It was a beautiful celebration of 
our faith and recognition of our patron.

And coming up…
• Grade 10 and 11 students who are taking   
  Religion this semester will have a Retreat Day 
  in November
• Reconciliation for Grades 9 and 10 - 
  November 24th to 26th 
• Advent Prayer Services - December 1st to 5th 
• Christmas Food Drive begins December 8
• Advent Mass and delivery of Christmas Baskets 
- December 17th 

The Advent Season begins on Sunday, November 
30th.  We pray for each person and family in our St. 
Francis Community, that this Advent will be a time 
of watchful hope and joyful anticipation as we make 
a place in our hearts for that great Love that was 
born at Christmas!

MAGAZINE FUNDRAISER
By Mr. M. DiPietro
The Phoenix Fall Magazine Fundraiser, in support 
of co-curricular activities here at St. Francis, 
enjoyed continued success this year.  Staff, 
students and community members all contributed 
to the cause through the purchase of magazine 
subscriptions.  In just two short weeks, our 
enthusiastic efforts generated approximately 
$20,000 profi t.

A few students, in particular, should be commended 
for their incredible efforts.  Karling Nenadovich was 
this year’s Top Seller.  She sold a whopping 91 
subscriptions, earning her a Nintendo WII.  Kelsey 
Cirone came in second place selling an amazing 
75 subscriptions, earning her an IPOD Touch.  The 
third and fourth place fi nishers were Maria Graham 
and Ryley MacDonald who won an IPOD Touch 
and a WII respectively.  Finally this year’s top online 
seller was Kaileigh Schenck-Marrin, who won an 
IPOD Touch for her efforts.

Entire classes also took part in the fundraising 
fun.  Mr. Lucas’ Grade 10 French class is to 
be congratulated for placing fi rst in the class 
competition.  They were awarded a hot breakfast, 
served by the Cafeteria staff.  Other top classes 
included Mrs. Cheng’s Grade 9 Math class, Ms 
Markovich’s Grade 9 English class (top online 
class), Mr. Chalmer’s Grade 11 English class, and 
Mrs. Scala’s Grade 12 English class.  They all 
enjoyed a continental breakfast.  

Many thanks to all members of the St. Francis 
community who made this year’s fundraiser a 
fabulous success.  Please remember that if you 
still want to order more magazines you can do so 
all year long by going to the website www.qsp.com.  
Remember to log on as St. Francis (school # 8240) 
so that our school will receive the profi ts.    

PARENT TRAINING WORKSHOPS
Check out www.ncys.ca for

local workshops designed to help
develop parenting skills in a

variety of situations.
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS
By Mrs. A. Scala
Student Council returned to school in September in 
full swing ready to work for the St. Francis student 
body.  We offi cially began the new year on August 
27th, by hosting a delicious breakfast for the Grade 
9’s.  Our theme for this breakfast was “Go for Gold” 
as we tried to encourage the new students to join 
clubs and sports teams and be the best they can be 
during their next four years at St. Francis.   

Next, Student Council put on an “Out of this World” 
dance.  This highly successful dance featured some 
“out of this world” costumes including sparkles and 
metallic spandex!  During the week before the dance 
we also hosted Spirit Week where students had the 
opportunity to participate in activities in the caf during 
lunch such as “Pin the Phoenix on the Moon” and a 
“Robot dance-off”.

Finally, we can’t forget the tailgate party for the 
Phoenix-Raiders football game.  It was great 
to see the Grade 8’s from our feeder schools 
there!  Upcoming special events include Student 
Government elections for Grade 9 Representatives 
and “No Shave November”!

BAND ENSEMBLE
By Mr. F. Mancuso
Our instrumental music program at St. Francis is 
stronger than ever!  

Our band ensemble consists of a variety of students 
from Grades 9 through 12.  Presently we have 
approximately twenty members who are busy 
working on a variety of music, both classical and 
contemporary, for Phoenix Idol and our Rockin' 
Christmas Eve Concert!  

These dedicated students have many talents to 
share and continue to work diligently to learn new 
music to add to our repertoire!  We also look forward 
to potential festival opportunities in second semester.

Congratulations to our
STUDENT COUNCIL MEMBERS

for 2008 / 2009
Chris O'Connor,

President

Kaitlynn Hawkhisstone,
Senior Vice President

Bryne-Lee Sorley,
Junior Vice President

Kelsey Robson,
Treasurer

Ariana Agnino,
Secretary

Daniel Szopinski,
Technology Co-ordinator

Adam Burtnik,
Senior Communications Director

Kendra Fillingham,
Junior Communications Director

Alex Filion,
Co-curricular Representative

 Cassandra DiFruscio &
Rory VandenBrink,

Grade 10 Reps

Hayley Gaudet &
Joel Philip,

Grade 11 Reps

Kyle Anderson &
Mara Capelli,

Grade 12 Reps

Kimberly Maltman,
Chaplain's Representative

Luisa Sulimma
International Rep (New)

Chris O'Connor,
(Student Council)

Student Senate Rep

Mike Sattin,
(Admin Appointee)

Student Senate Rep

Mrs. Scala, Mrs. Giroux & Mr. Bufalino
Moderators

Co-Curricular News
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GOLF
By Mr. P. Sullivan & Ms Sonya Milkovic
St. Francis enjoyed another  successful golf 
season.  This year the boys team consisted of 
players Brad Graham, Paul Lenartowich, Duncan 
McIlhone, Rob Ellis and Andrew Olsthoorn. They 
captured the Zone 4 Team Championships and 
Brad Graham was the Individual Champion.  At 
SOSSA, the boys failed to move on but Brad 
was able to advance to OFSAA as an individual.  
At OFSAA Brad played some excellent golf.  
He fi nished in the top fi ve of one hundred 
and twenty golfers. 
CONGRATULATIONS 
BRAD!

On the girls side, Kira 
Lohnes qualifi ed for 
OFSAA as an individual.  
Sydnie Fiocca, a Grade 
9 student. was our other 
female golfer.

Our goal for next year is 
to fi eld a complete team 
to be able to compete at OFSAA.

S-P-I-R-I-T  S-Q-U-A-D
By Mrs. M. Mauro-Marshall
Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School is proud 
to announce the formation of this year’s Spirit 
Squad.  We have a team of thirty enthusiastic 
young ladies who have been working extremely 
hard to prepare for their fi rst event.  Our three 
captains: Joanna Smith, Christina Di Franco and 

Vanessa Meginnis, as well as our 
volunteer coach Elizabeth Marshall, 
have been preparing cheers for our 
football and basketball games as 
well as for any special event that 
may require the spirit and energy of 
our fantastic new Spirit Squad.  GO 
PHOENIX GO!  

TEEN LIFESAVERS
By Ms J. Frendo
Teen Lifesavers is up and running once again.  
We are about thirty-fi ve students strong this year 
and we have lots of plans on how to help our 
student population make healthy life choices.  

Our students will be going into our associate 
elementary schools once again for a full day to 
work with the grade 8 students of St. Ann, St. 
Denis, Mother Teresa, and St. James.  They 
will be discussing peer pressure and smoking, 
drinking and drugs.  These students will take 
an intensive two full day training course and will 
be well prepared for this important task.  It is a 
great opportunity to work on their leadership and 
communication skills, as well as bond with our up 
and coming St. Francis students.

Some of our group members will be participating 
in the IMPACT Conference.  This is an informative 
day of learning the perils of drinking, drugs and 
driving and how we as a community can try to 
prevent it.  This conference gives us some great 
ideas on how we can make a difference in our 
community. 

As well, we will be preparing a smoking survey, 
as a follow up to the fi rst one we took two years 
ago.  In September of 2006 we had approximately 
12% of our population smoking; we are hoping 
with our work over the last two years that this 
percentage will decrease. 

SENIOR BOYS VOLLEYBALL
By Ms J. Frendo
The Senior Boys Volleyball Team is off to a 
great start!  We are now fi ve and one beating 
Westpark, Collegiate, Beamsville, Grimsby 
and our nemesis Denis Morris.  The boys are 
looking forward to playoffs in the next couple of 
weeks, hoping to move onto SOSSA this year.  
This year's team consists of: Adam Burtnik and 
Mike Sattin as Captains, Jordan Marcella, David 
DiPietro, Jeanmarc Geronimo, Martin Mamic, 
Alex Shah, Kieran Montalban, Mitch Steinbergs, 
Craig Colton, Jack Wittig, Cameron Walsh, Joe 
La Selva and Mike Kessler.  This has been the 
most successful year for the boys who are in 
their fourth year of competition since the program 
commenced.  Congratulations Boys! We are 
proud of your hard work and dedication, keep it 
up.

Co-Curricular

THANK YOU TO SATURN
OF ST. CATHARINES

for kindly donating the use of their BBQ for 
the Pilgrimage lunch break and

to Mr. Tony Spadafora, Mrs. Patty Rempel and 
all of our School Council parents

for barbequing and serving for us!
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News
CROSS COUNTRY TEAM
By Mrs. L. Siuciak & Ms D. Aucoin
The St. Francis Cross-Country team consisted of 
35 dedicated runners who ran daily regardless 
of unpredictable weather.  Training continued as 
we warmed up by running to J.C. Gardens Park, 
ran the hills and cooled down with another run 
back to St. Francis.  Again the Phoenix was well 
represented at all Invitational Meets, including Pre-
Zone at Burgoyne Woods and Pre-SOSSA on a wet 
and wild day at Christie Lakes Conservation Area.  
Congratulations to the Senior Boys Team who had 
nine runners competing and fi nished 5th!

We had a great showing at Zone on October 
16th, with eleven athletes qualifying for  SOSSA 
on Wednesday October 22nd.  SOSSA was an 
outstanding day for our athletes; unfortunately 
we did not have anyone move on to OFSSA.  
Top fi nishers in this event were Sydnie Fiocca 
(10th) and Ibrahim Ahmed (9th).  The coaches 
are extremely proud of the team’s attitude and 
would like to thank the athletes for their personal 
commitment and team spirit.

SWIM TEAM
By Ms F. Latcham
With a new infusion of talent this year, combined 
with years of experience and some more extra help, 
this year's Swim Team shows promise of being the 
most successful yet.  Ms A. Liefl  has offered her 
expertise and will help Ms Latcham, Ms Scull and 
Ms Caesar coach.

Reliable, supportive parent volunteers ensure the 
extra large team gets to the pool and back safely 
each week and allows for St. Francis to include 
every student who wishes to participate.  With a 
focus on commitment and personal successes, all 
swimmers will have personal goals they will set for 
themselves that they will strive to achieve, ensuring 
each athlete will stay motivated. 

Our team bathing caps should be arriving in a 
couple of weeks just in time for our fi rst meet!  
Good thing too, because with purple heads, our 
team is a lot easier to spot in the water!

JR BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
Rory Vandenbrink, Ibrahim Ahmed,

Matt Jessome and Wallace Kelly

JUNIOR BOYS VOLLEYBALL
By Mr. J. Candeloro
This is the fi rst year that St. Francis has had a 
Junior Boys Volleyball team.  We are off to a 
good start.  Twenty eight students tried out for 
the team which was narrowed down to fourteen 
players.  Currently, the team has a record of two 
wins and one loss but the team is developing nicely 
and expectations are to make the playoffs and 
earn some respect from the other local schools.  
Playoffs will begin at the beginning of November 
and continue through to the middle of the month.  
Look for us playing in the gym after school.  Come 
out to catch a bit of the excitement! 

SAFE ARRIVALS
Parents please let us know if your child will not be attending classes.
You may leave a message for Mrs. Hubbard in the Attendance Offi ce

by calling (905)646-2002 Ext 2110 (24 hours).
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Co-Curricular News
JUNIOR GIRLS BASKETBALL
By Ms Markovich and Mrs. Lucchetta
Our Junior Girls Basketball Team is off to another 
strong start this year.  In regular season action, 
our girls have an impressive record and remain 
undefeated.  Adding to their successes, the 
girls also played hard to win the championship 
of the Ridley Invitational Tournament.  These 
accomplishments come with hard work and the 
girls’ dedication, effort and strong performances 
attest to that.  Players of this year’s team include: 
Katie Fedchun, Frances Bonomi, Amy Alderson, 
Natalie Froats, Alicia Marconi, Elli Kubarakos, 
Kathleen Rozman, Juila Critelli, Tara D’Aloisio, 
Jen Sattin, Melanie Riva and Carley Patterson.

TENNIS TEAM 2008
By Mr. L. Gandola
St. Francis had another strong showing at 
this year’s tennis tournament held at the St. 
Catharines Racquet Club.  Kelly Caslin and 
Melanie Munroe captured the Senior Zone 
4 tennis title.  This qualifi ed them for the 
SOSSA tournament where the girls competed 
hard but were not able to advance to the 
OFSSA tournament in Toronto.

At the Junior level, St. Francis had two 
teams qualify for SOSSA.  Jill Windeatt and 
Melissa Ferguson came second at the Zone 
tournament and placed fourth at SOSSA.  
Josh Rempel placed second at the Zone 
tournament and stepped up his game to 
capture the SOSSA gold medal.  

Mr. Gandola and Mr. Alderson would like to 
thank all the students for a great season and 
hope to see everyone next year.

SENIOR GIRLS BASKETBALL
By Mr. P. O’Leary
The Senior Girls Basketball team has had an 
outstanding year to this point.  They have won 
twenty games, losing only four times.  Those 
four loses have come against some of the better 
teams in the province.  In league play the girls 
remain undefeated and are looking forward to the 
playoff season in November.  There is not one girl 
who stands out above the rest on the court; each 
contributes something unique.  This team effort has 
Mr. O’Leary and Miss. Levitt very excited about the 
rest of the season. 

Team members include: Jennifer Giancaterino, 
Melissa Giancaterino, Bryne-Lee Sorley, 
Andjela Mamic, Heather McGhie, Michelle Riva, 
Shannon David, Krystyna Bonk, Kira Lohnes, 
Rachel Kennedy, Sarah Slattery, and Nina Butz.
Coaches:  Miss J. Levitt & Mr. P. O'Leary
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Department News
MATHEMATICS
By Mrs. A. VanKralingen
EQAO GRADE 9 MATHEMATICS ASSESSMENT
2007/2008
The EQAO Mathematics Assessment of 2007/2008 
has been released and all participating students 
received an individual report.  The table below 
compares the results of St. Francis students with 
students across the province.  Please note that 
some columns will not add to 100% because some 
students did not particpate.

LEVEL   APPLIED 
  St. Francis  Province
4 (80 - 100%) 6%  5%
3 (70-79%) 46%  29%
2 (60-69%) 38%  36%
1 (50-59%) 6%  15%
Below 50% 2%  8%

LEVEL   ACADEMIC 
  St. Francis  Province
4 (80 - 100%) 3%  8%
3 (70-79%) 80%  68%
2 (60-69%) 13%  16%
1 (50-59%) 3%  7%
Below 50% 1%  1%

St. Francis students performed very well this year 
and we are proud of their effort.

This year's Grade 9 EQAO assessment will be 
written on January 19th and 20th, 2009 for students 
taking Math fi rst semester.  All booklets are then 
marked by EQAO during the month of July and 
results will be released sometime next fall.

The school will run a Period 6 assembly timetable 
during the week of January 12th, 2009 at which 
time Grade 9 students enrolled in an Applied or 
Academic Mathematics course, will attend EQAO 
preparation sessions.  In addition, EQAO questions 
will be incorporated on Math tests throughout the 
semester.

UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO MATH 
CONTEST AWARDS 2008
Awards were presented for exceptional 
achievement in last year's University of Waterloo 
Mathematics Contests.  The top scorer in each of 
Grades 9 to 11 received a School Championship 
Medal and those scoring in the top 25% in Canada 
received a Certifi cate of Distinction.  There was 
a tie for top scorer in Grade 12 and each was 
awarded an Outstanding Achievement plaque. 

The following students were honoured at our 
Recognition Day assembly last June:

PASCAL - Grade 9
Medal   Certifi cate of Distinction
Jake Rigby  Jake Rigby
   Lori Chan
   Joshua Rempel
   Matthew Jessome

CAYLEY - Grade 10
Medal   Certifi cate of Distinction
Joel Phillip  Joel Phillip
   Michael Kessler

FERMAT - Grade 11
Medal   Certifi cate of Distinction
Mike Sattin  Mike Sattin

EUCLID - Grade 12
Medal   Outstanding 
Acheivement
Esmeralda Almeida Marina Mikhail

This year's contest will be written on the following 
days:  Pascal (Grade 9), Cayley (Grade 10), and 
Fermat (Grade 11) - Wednesday, February 18th 
and Euclid (Grade 12) - Tuesday, April 17th.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
By Mr. P. Sullivan, Program Chair
We are pleased to welcome Mr. Alderson and Ms 
Aucoin to the Phys Ed Department.  Mr. O’Leary, 
Mr. Macoretta and Ms Markovic will continue 
to bring their expertise and enthusiasm to the 
physical education program this year as well. 

Students in our activity classes have undergone 
some initial fi tness testing and will now work 
towards improving their fi tness levels while 
participating in a number of different sports and 
games.  Our Superfi t and Body Sculpting classes 
are challenging themselves through a variety of 
aerobic and strength training 
programs to improve body 
composition and improve 
self esteem and mental 
health.  

Please support the concepts 
of healthy eating and 
exercise at home to ensure 
that our students develop 
the necessary habits for a 
lifetime of healthy active 
living.
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Department
STUDENT SERVICES
By Mrs. L. Siuciak, Program Chair
We wish to extend a welcome back to Mrs. 
Michelene Hauber  who is back from her 
maternity leave and is once  again the  Student  
Success Teacher.  Mr. Pat Sullivan continues 
his role as the Program Chair of Physical 
Education but is now also the Junior Success 
Teacher and we welcome Mrs. Rose Bianco, 
who is now Senior Success and Mr. Domenic 
Pisano who is our current Youth Worker.

Once again we’ve had a busy start to the year 
with College and University Presentations, the 
University Information Program(October 15th), 
the College Information Program at Niagara 
College (October 28th) and Take Our Kids to 
Work Day (November 5th).

During Career Week, November 3rd to 7th, we 
have lunch time presentations from the following 
organizations:  The Canadian Armed Forces, 
York University, The Nurses Association, 
Niagara College and Cappa School of Hair 
Design.

We have distributed packages to Grade 12 
students regarding College and University 
Applications and will be holding a Parent and 
Student Information Session on Wednesday 
November 19th at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria at 
St. Francis Catholic Secondary School.

All applications will be completed online via 
computer from home or school.  St. Francis 
sends all marks electronically.  Students are 
encouraged to make an appointment in Student 
Services if they require any assistance with the 
application.

University & College
Application

Information Night
WedNESDAY , November 19th 

6:00 p.m.

For out of province/country applications please 
see Mrs. Siuciak or Mrs. Giroux in Student 
Services.

UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS:
www.ouac.on.ca/101 
November – school distribution of access codes
November 19th  – Parent/Student Info Meeting at 
St. Francis at 6:00 p.m.
January 14th - Applications due to OUAC for  fi rst 
consideration
February 6th – Recommended date to make 
changes to application
May 25th – Date by which universities must 
respond 
May 28th – Earliest date by which universities may 
require a response to an offer of admission and a 
fi nancial commitment
Please note that there are specifi c deadlines early 
in January for supplementary applications for 
certain programs.  ( eg. Con Ed, Health Sciences, 
Arts portfolios)
Fees:  $105.00 for 3 universities (Ontario schools 
only)/$35.00 for each additional (unlimited) Visa/
Mastercard recommended

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS:
www.ontariocolleges.ca
This website is up and running for September 
2008 applications.  Students may attain their OEN 
number at any time from Student Services.  Please 
make note of the following important dates:
November – School distribution of OEN numbers 
and more application information

November 19th – Parent / Student Information 
Meeting at St. Francis at 6:00 p.m.

February 2nd – Applications received and paid will 
be given equal consideration by the Colleges
February 2nd  – Earliest release of offers of 
admission from the Colleges

May 1st - Applicants must accept offer of admission 
by this date
June 15th – Earliest date that colleges may require 
payment

Fees:  $95.00 for 5 Programs (maximum 3 choices 
at one College) Visa/Mastercard are recommended

Visit our school website at www.stfrancisphoenix.



H

O

M

E

O

F

T

H

E

P

H

O

E

N

I

X

VOLUME 1, November 2008

News
COMMUNITY SERVICE REMINDER
It is a Ministry of Education requirement that 
all students must complete forty (40) hours of 
community service to graduate.  Students are 
required to complete at least ten (10) hours 
during their Religion course, however all students 
may hand in their completed forms to Student 
Services at any time for additional hours.  If you 
are expecting to graduate this June 2009 you 
must submit your community service forms to 
Student Services by Friday, May 15th, 2009.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Congratulations to eight of our students from last 
year who received Aiming For the Top Scholarships.  
The Queen Elizabeth II Aiming for the Top 
Scholarship Program is sponsored by the Ontario 
Government and rewards students who graduate 
with top marks and plan to continue their studies at 
University or College.

Check the bulletin board in Student Services for 
new scholarship updates as well as the following 
websites:  www.scholarshipscanada.com ,
www.studentawards.com , www.learn.ca and
www.osap.gov.on.ca .

THE ARTS
By Mrs. K. Phelan-Savage
On November 6th at 6:30 p.m. St. Francis Catho-
lic Secondary School will be hosting a “Pop Idols” 
Night.  The top ten Phoenix Idol contestants will 
compete for a chance to be St. Francis’ next idol 
while the St. Francis house and concert bands will 
perform a tribute to “Queen”.  During the evening, 
the audience will also have an opportunity to view 
student art work and taste a variety of blender 
drinks while munching on Andy Warhol inspired 
treats.  All are welcome to join us.  Admission will 
be $2.00, with all proceeds being donated to the 
Pilgrimage.

There are a few new faces in the Arts Department 
this year.  I would like to extend a welcome to Mr. 
Frank Mancuso and welcome back to Mr. Stephen 
De Angelis who are teaching in the Music Depart-
ment.  Also, welcome to Ms Liefl  who is teaching 
Visual Arts.

Mr. Mancuso and Mr. De Angelis have 
been busy working with the band and 
choir for Mass and the Pilgrimage As-
sembly.  They will soon be preparing for 
this year’s Rock n’ Roll Christmas Concert 
scheduled to take place on December 9th.

Ms Liefl  and the Art Club continue to beautify our 
school with a mural they are designing for the 
Student Success room.

Finally, due to the great success of last year’s mu-
sical, Guys & Dolls, the Arts Department is in the 
process of auditioning for this year’s musical “Little 
Shop of Horrors”.  The cast will be announced in 
early November.  Performances are tentatively set 
for April 23rd, 24th, and 25th, 2009.

SOCIAL SCIENCE
By Mr. C. Bufalino
The Canada and World Studies and Social 
Sciences Department has had an active and 
busy beginning to the new school year. First, we 
participated in the national Student Votes Program 
with over 4,000 other schools across Canada.  
When our ballots were counted, over 380 students 
voted, with the Conservative Party of Canada 
winning a minority government.  As in the federal 
election of 2008, the Liberals placed second and 
the NDP received the third highest percentage of 
votes. 

The Eco-schools Team has been busy working 
on waste free lunches and other initiatives.  This 
year’s team is led by Ms Milkovic and Mr. Santoro.  
Together with a wonderful group of students, this 
team will ensure that the St. Francis community 
minimizes their energy consumption and reduces 
the amount of waste that is created.

The History teachers have been planning a trip 
to Niagara Square on November 5th to view the 
newly released fi lm, Passchendaele.  While the 
Grade 10 History course begins with Canada’s 
involvement in  the Great War, we thought that 
viewing this fi lm would illustrate the signifi cance 
of Canada’s role in many important international 
events. Consequently, all Grade 10 students will 
be travelling to Niagara Square to view the fi lm.

Finally, the department would like to welcome two 
new members.  This September, we purchased 
our fi rst two electronic babies. They cry, eat, sleep, 
scream and do many other things that real babies 
do. They are invaluable for our Parenting classes 
and provide the students with a very realistic 
picture of what having these little darlings is truly 
like.

With  such a great start, the expectations have 
been set and we hope to continue to provide a 
high standard of activities throughout the year. 
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Department
ENGLISH / LITERACY
By Mrs. D. Rozman
The English Department welcomes two new 
teachers this term, Miss Jamie Levitt and Ms 
Diana Aucoin.  Both are experienced teachers 
and coaches who are enjoying getting to know 
the students at St. Francis.  

On Friday October 24th, ninety Grade 11 
students travelled to Toronto to see the 
theatrical production of The Great Gatsby.  This 
was an especially educational trip since it is the 
core novel studied in the Academic Grade 11 
course.

On Wednesday, December 3rd, Mrs. Rozman’s 
Media class and Mr. Payne’s Tech classes will 
travel to Toronto to attend Much Music and the 
NFB.  Look for us on the 5:00 p.m. show.

The St. Francis Literacy Committee met and 
devised a literacy preparation plan for this 
year.  On Monday, November 17th, all Grade 
10 students will be participating in Literacy 
Test Preparation Sessions during their period 
one class.  Students will write Booklet Two on 
December 1st.  These tests will be marked by 
their classroom teacher and members of the 
Literacy Committee.  Parents and students 
can expect feedback on their results before 
Christmas Break.  

January 12th to 16th is EQAO Preparation 
Week for Grade 9 Math students and Grade 10 
students preparing for the Literacy Test.  At this 
time, the results of the earlier practice sessions 
will be used to determine the type of Literacy 
preparation needed for this week.

It is our hope that these preparation sessions 
will help all our Grade 10 students to  
successfully complete the Literacy Test, which 
will be written on April 2nd, 2009. 

FRENCH & INTERNATIONAL 
LANGUAGE
By Mrs. M. Mauro-Marshall
The French/International Language 
Department has a very busy agenda this year 
with many exciting and inspiring activities.  
We will be visiting La Belle Province in May 
2009 with our Grade 10 and 11 Language 
and History students.  These students will 
experience the culture, language, history and 
way of life of Quebec.  We will be visiting the 

Shrine of Saint Ann de Beaupré, the Citadel, Chez Marie 
who bakes bread daily in an outdoor oven as well as 
Atelier Paré the woodcarver and many more sites and 
attractions. 

The students will have guided tours of both Quebec City 
and Montreal.  This is a fantastic opportunity that should 
not be missed.

We are in the process of forming Saint Francis’ fi rst 
“Culture Club”.  This group will explore, discover and 
celebrate the many different cultures and nationalities 
within our own school.

We also have students participating in the Italy 2009 
Travel/Credit Program.  The students will take the 
interdisciplinary credit course (offered through Continuing 
Education) after school one night a week, culminating 
with a wonderful two-week trip to Italy to see fi rst hand the 
material studied in class. The students will experience the 
wonder of the Vatican with Michelangelo’s masterpieces to 
a gondola ride in Venice, as well as visiting the Church of 
St. Francis of Assisi.

Our students will also have the opportunity to participate 
in the annual French/Italian/Spanish Public Speaking 
Contest which will be held next semester.

Always remember that learning a second and even third 
language will open the door to many opportunities.

A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC
DEPARTMENT
By Mr. F. Mancuso
Under the direction of Mr. Mancuso and Mr. De Angelis, 
this September, the Phoenix Singers/Musicians turned out 
in record numbers for our fi rst choir practice of the year!  
We are over 50 members strong!! 

The singers and our amazing house band performed at 
our opening school liturgy and pilgrimage fundraising 
assembly and received rave reviews.  

Our students are currently preparing for our performance 
at Phoenix Idol and our Rockin' Christmas Eve Concert 
which is 
scheduled for 
December 
9th.  We 
encourage 
all parents to 
attend this 
event which 
will be full of 
Christmas 
favourites!  
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES UPDATE
By Mr. J. Cukierski
The Religious Studies Department welcomes two 
new teachers this semester – Mr. R. Alderson and 
Mrs. C. Bowers.  These professionals have proven 
to be very good additions to the department.   I 
am back for my third year as Program Chair, 
accompanied by fellow Religion teachers Mrs. J. 
Cronkwright, Mr. P. O’Leary and Mr. J. Lennox.

Last year C. S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe was added to the HRE1O course as a 
unit of study.  Despite being a children’s fantasy, 
Lewis’ work lends itself to a great deal of theological 
analysis, including virtues, vices, the Beatitudes as 
well as Christology.  Adding this book to the Grade 
9 Religion curriculum has given the course more 
substance and it will also serve to further prepare 
St. Francis’ students for the Ontario Literacy test in 
Grade 10.  

Grade 10 Religion students this year will continue 
with an endeavor that began with last year’s 
HRE2O classes.  Each class will go to one of St. 
Francis’ associate (elementary) schools and teach 
a ninety minute lesson on Jesus Christ and the 
Catholic faith.  This is a great way for the Grade 
10’s to apply their knowledge and for St. Francis 
Catholic to build more bridges with our future 
Phoenix.  

The World Religion classes, as one of the highlights 
of the semester, will visit various religious sites in 
the Niagara Region including the Buddhist and 
Hindu Temples, as well as Mount Carmel Spiritual 
Centre.  Due to timing and planning purposes, the 
trip will take place earlier this year, probably in mid 
to late November.  

With the two respective federal elections in 
Canada and the United States of America, the 
CPW4U classes have been learning about and 
debating various issues that are pertinent to, not 
only Canadians and Americans, but specifi cally 
Roman Catholics.  It is our hope that PM Harper will 
legislate policy that is for the best of all Canadians.  
An analysis of the American election results will 
ensue after November 4th.  

In addition to the class, the Religion Department is 
also sponsoring a number of co-curricular events 
including Pilgrimage, the Adopt-a-Street Program, 
Faith Formation and the Life Chain.  It is through 
these experiences and endeavors that the entire 
school and broader community will continue to 
thrive.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION
By Mrs. P. Casburn
The Special Education Department has some new 
faces this year.  Joining Mrs. Patricia Casburn in 
the Resource Department and Mr. Atalick in the 
Special Education Classroom is Mr. Donald McAr-
thur, who is new to St. Francis this year but not 
new to the role of Educational Resource Teacher.  
He is a welcome addition to the St. Francis staff!

Also joining the Special Education Department are 
six Educational Assistants, three of whom are new 
faces at St. Francis.  Our Educational Assistant 
team this year is comprised of Angel Billy, Gabri-
elle Kevorkian, Mario Palumbo, Franca Piluso, 
Barbara Scott and Beverley Voth.  We are blessed 
to have such a dedicated and hard-working team!  

The Special Education Department has been busy, 
but productive, over the fi rst months of the new 
school year.  Draft copies of Individual Educa-
tion Plans (IEPs) were sent home in October.  As 
always, parents are invited and encouraged to of-
fer suggestions for these working documents that 
support their children.  Parents may contact any of 
the teachers in the Special Education Department 
if they have any questions about the IEP process.

Our Special Education Class is continuing its 
tradition of baking muffi ns for the P3 after-school 
program this year.  This is a wonderful way for our 
students to contribute to the St. Francis community 
each week while further developing their social 
skills and life skills.  In addition, our Special Edu-
cation Class will be helping to organize a special 
Christmas event for all Special Education Class 
students in the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board.  This event will take place on December 
11th, and the planning for this event has already 
begun! 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
By Mr. J. Candeloro
Upcoming important new dates in the science 
department for the month of November are 
Science Fair dates.  A meeting will be called in 
November for all potential scientists that would like 
to test a hypothesis and present their fi ndings to 
the Regional Science Fair.  This year's Regional 
Science Fair will be held in the spring so there will 
be plenty of time for participants to set up their 
experiments and gather data.  We are looking 
forward to seeing many participants.

News
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NOVEMBER
Saturday, November 1st

All Saints Day
Sunday, November 2nd

All Souls Day

Monday, November 3rd to
Thursday, November 6th

Career Week
Monday, November 3rd

Grade 10 Retreat
York University Presentation - 8:30 am

Armed Forces Presentation
Wednesday, November 5th

Gr 9 Take Our Kids To Work Day
Gr 10 History Field Trip

Presentation by Ms Christine Dernederlanden
Careers & Goals - 10:15 am

Presentation by Terry Remple
Wealth & Well Being - 1:30 pm

Thursday, November 6th
Grade 10 Retreat 

Cappa School of Hair Design Display
Phoenix Idol & Art Gallery - 6:30 pm

Friday, November 7th
Professional Activity Day
Monday, November 10th

Grade 10 Retreat
Sheridan College Presentation - 1:15 pm

Tuesday, November 11th
Remembrance Day

Guelph-Humber Presentation - 8:40 am
Wednesday, November 12th
Grade 8 Mass for Associate 

Elementary Schools
Thursday, November 13th

Grade 11 Retreat
Thursday, November 13th to

Saturday, November 15th
Notre Dame Tip-off Classic Boys 

BasketballTournament
Friday, November 14th

Grade 11 World Religion Field Trip
Mid-Term Provincial Report Cards Sent Home

Friday, November 14th
Spiritwear Day

Monday, November 17th &
Wednesday, November 19th &

Thursday, November 20th
Grade 11 Retreats

Wednesday, November 19th
University/College Application 

Information Night 6:00
Thursday, November 20th to

Saturday, November 22nd
Mike Sullivan Memorial
Basketball Tournament

Thursday, November 20th to
Friday, November 28th

Graduation Portraits
Thursday, November 20th

Guelph University Presentation - 8:45 am
Junior Buy-In / Boys Basketball (Period 6)

Faith Formation for Staff
School Council Meeting - 6:00 pm

Friday, November 21st
Senior Buy-In / Boys Basketball (Period 6)

Monday, November 24th to
Wednesday, November 26th
Grade 9 & 10 Reconciliation

Wednesday, November 25th
Oswego State Presentation - 11:00 am

Tuesday, November 25th to
Friday, November 28th

Grade 10 Lessons at  Associate 
Elementary Schools

Wednesday, November 26th
Redeemer College Presentation - 10:00 am

Regional Council Meeting
at Catholic Education Centre - 2:00 pm

Friday, November 28th
Out of Uniform Day

DECEMBER
Wednesday, December 3rd &

Thursday, December 4th 
School Ring Orders

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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DECEMBER
Monday, December 1st to

Friday, December 5th
Advent Prayer Services

St. Catharines Standard Boys
Basketball Tournament

Wednesday, December 3rd &
Thursday, December 4th 

School Ring Orders
Monday, December 8th

Christmas Food Drive Begins
Tuesday, December 9th

Christmas Concert 

Thursday, December 11th
Special Education Christmas Event

Administrators / Trustee /
Parish Priest Luncheon

Wednesday, December 17th
Advent Mass & Delivery

of Christmas Baskets
Friday, December 19th

Spirit Wear Day
Markbook Reports Distributed 

Last Day of Classes Before Holidays
Monday, December 22nd to

Friday, January 2nd
Christmas Holidays

JANUARY
Monday, January 5th

School Resumes
Monday, January 12th to

Friday, January 16th
Welland Tribune Boys Basketball Tournament

Period 6 Assembly Timetable for
EQAO / OSSLT Instruction
Wednesday, January 14th

On-line University Applications Due
Thursday, January 15th

Grade 8 Open House

Friday, January 16th
Spirit Wear Day

Monday, January 19th &
Tuesday, January 20th

Gr 9 EQAO Math Assessments
Thursday, January 22nd

Pathways Night
School Council Meeting 6:00

Markbook Reports Sent Home
Friday, January 23rd to
Thursday, January 29th
Final Exams - Semester 1
Thursday, January 29th 

Senior Semi-formal
Friday, January 30th

Professional Activity Day
Bishop's Gala / Presentation of
Catholic Award of Distinction

FEBRUARY
Monday, February 2nd

Semester 2 Begins
Monday, February 9th to

Friday, February 13th
Kids Helping Kids

Thursday, February 12th
Faith Formation for Catholic School Councils

**********************************
PILGRIMAGE

A Life Blessing
Take my feet and bless them.

Take my hands and bless them.
Take my lips and bless them.

May I walk only in your Way.
May my touch be ever gentle.

May my voice always speak your Word.
May my heart beat out your rhythm.

May my life be given to you.

May all I do bring glory to your Name.

                     Susan Harwich, England

**********************************

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


