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St. Francis Catholic Secondary School                   

         Niagara Catholic District School Board

Mr. K. Griepsma, Principal
Mr. M. Diamond and Mr. A. Soares, Vice Principals

541 Lake Street, St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4H7
(905)646-2002 Phone (905)646-1452 Fax

Principal’s Message

As we come to the end of another successful and 
spirited year, we are grateful for the wonderful 
students and committed staff and parents who 
enrich our lives on a daily basis.

Our students continue to bring us pride with their 
academic, artistic and athletic accomplishments 
and continue to grow in their understanding of 
what it means to help those in need.  Whether 
it has been through our social justice events, 
fundraisers or simply helping someone with a 
personal need, St. Francis Catholic Secondary 
School stands out as a school community that 
cares to make a difference.

I would like to take this opportunity to provide 
you with an update of changes and projects 
taking place at St. Francis.  We are excited 
about having some of our Science labs updated.  
Further, we anticipate some minor changes 
to our Resource/Special Education area, and 
a potential expansion of our Construction 
Technology space.   Additionally, St. Francis 
will have some changes and additions to our 
uniform next year.  Maddalena Uniforms will be 
taking over as our supplier and staff, students, 
and parent representatives are excited about the 
freshening up of our uniform offerings.

We congratulate Mr. Diamond who will be 
retiring after 31 years of teaching and ministering 
to the needs of students and Catholic school 
communities; and we welcome Mr. Marshall 
who will bring his talents to St. Francis as 
Vice Principal.  As well, Mrs. Kevorkian and 
Mr. Palumbo will be transferring to Saint Paul 
Catholic High School and Denis Morris Catholic 
High School respectively.  Mrs. Lucchetta and 
Ms. Markovich will also be missed as they move 
on to Notre Dame College School in Welland.   

Mr. McArthur, who has served the St. Francis 
community for the past two years, will be 
returning to the elementary panel.  We thank 
all of our departing staff for their dedication 
and wish them well on the next phase of their 
journey.

Finally, I would like to congratulate our graduates 
as they continue to pursue post-secondary 
education or the workplace and pray that they 
continue to work with passion and deep faith 
in whatever comes their way.  May they share 
and treasure their wonderful God-given gifts 
and values of a Catholic education.

On behalf of the entire St. Francis community, 
please pause to make time for Christ and enjoy 
your family and friends.  God bless! 

Regular Store Hours
 Monday      12:00pm - 6:00pm
 Tuesday      12:00pm - 6:00pm
 Wednesday 12:00pm - 6:00pm
 Thursday    12:00pm - 8:00pm
 Friday         12:00pm - 6:00pm
 Saturday     12:00pm - 2:00pm
August Extended 
Hours
 Monday      12:00pm - 8:00pm
 Tuesday      12:00pm - 8:00pm
 Wednesday 12:00pm - 8:00pm
 Thursday     12:00pm - 8:00pm
 Friday         12:00pm - 8:00pm
 Saturday     10:00am - 2:00pm

For further information on store 
location, uniform pieces and costs, 
please see insert in this newsletter.
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School Council News
By Mrs. P. Remple, Chair

Another successful year has come and gone for 
the Catholic School Council at St. Francis Catholic 
Secondary School.  Council members have worked 
diligently to assist the school community in various 
activities including fundraising, nearly new uniform 
sale and graduation lunch and reception, to mention 
a few.  Thanks to all of you as these endeavors 
would not be possible without your dedication and 
commitment.

This year we received $1,000 for our PRO 
(Parents Reaching Out) Grant from the Ministry of 
Education.  We accessed these funds to have Dick 
O’Brien, M.A. Sc., present his timely topic “The 
Resilient Journey for Parents and Teens” at St. 
Francis on Tuesday, April 27th.  His presentation 
was informative, interactive and engaging for all 
who attended.

Our next Nearly New Uniform Sale is on Thursday, 
June 24th from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  Students who 
have outgrown their uniforms and graduates are 
reminded that we would appreciate the donation of 
your “used uniforms” at the end of the school year.  
Please drop them off at the office.  Many thanks are 
extended to Roxanne Daoust, Sue Hendriks and 
our Special Education Department for mending 
and cleaning uniforms and for organizing this sale 
for our students.

School Council Nomination forms for the School 
Council Election for the 2010/11 school year 
are available in the main office.  All parents and 
guardians are invited to participate on School 
Council, so keep this in mind for the coming school 
year.

The first School Council meeting for the next school 
year is Thursday, September 30th at 6:15 p.m. at 
St. Francis Catholic Secondary School.  We look 
forward to you joining us!

our school community during this week our classes  
celebrated the theme, Catholic Education:  Rejoicing 
in Hope

Some highlights of the week:
• Tuesday, May 4 - 
Fr. Tony Ricard, of New 
Orleans spoke to St. Francis
students, challenging them in many ways -- 
“Remember who you belong to, and don’t be stupid!”  
Fr. Tony was a huge success and gave students and 
staff much to think about.  His dynamic joy will not 
soon be forgotten.
• Wednesday, May 5 - Our choir provided music 
ministry and Philip Ross served as reader for our 
Grade 7 Catholic Education Week Mass at Star of 
the Sea Church.  Celebrant was Fr. Peter Walton.
• Grade 12 Arts students went to feeder schools to 
present music, art and drama lessons.
• Morning prayer each day focused on a different 
aspect of the theme.
• Our Easter Mass on May 6 coincided with our 
Buddy Day, as we welcomed grade 8 students from 
non-feeder schools.

Grad Retreat  was held at Balls Falls on Wednesday, 
May 12.  Our guest speaker was Andy Thibideau,  a 
high energy presenter who always leaves a solid 
message planted in his audiences.  Despite the cold 
and damp, a warm spirit filled the barn as grads 
celebrated their faith and their friendships.  DeMan 
Express did a beautiful job weaving some great tunes 
through the day.

NCDSB Grad Celebration was held in Welland 
on May 20.  Chris D’Souza was the guest speaker, 
and he challenged our grads to move out into the 
world with commitment to the concepts of equity and 
inclusion.

Closing Mass, with a focus on our grads, was  
celebrated on Wednesday, June 2 at 10 a.m., by 
Father Peter.  Our entire school population travelled to 
St. Alfred Church to celebrate this Mass, and several 
parents joined us.  It was wonderful to pray  together 
as a community for our grads, in thanksgiving for all 
they have given to our community and for all their 
future goals.

Already we are moving into next year.  A very 
dedicated Pilgrimage Committee has begun to meet 
(fuelled by the enthusiasm of Mrs. Drago and Mr. 
O’Leary)!

From the Chaplain’s Desk…
By Ms. D. McCaffery, Chaplain

Some  wonderful highlights from the past few 
months:

Easter Mass was celebrated by Father Peter on 
Thursday, May 6 as part of our Catholic Education 
Week celebrations.  

Catholic Education Week May 2- 8:  Throughout

May God bless you with a happy, safe 
and restful summer!
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Clubs & Activities
Teen Lifesavers
By Ms J. Frendo

As another year of Teen Lifesavers comes to an end, 
I would like to thank all those participants who have 
made this club such a great success. We recently 
ran a Healthy Eating week in our Cafeteria with 
trivia contests, videos, fun and healthy mocktails to 
drink.  Prizes were awarded for those students who 
chose to buy a healthy lunch. 

We also completed another successful year of 
running our Challenges, Beliefs and Changes 
program with our grade eight feeder schools. 
Approximately 16 Teen Lifesavers took part in the 
training, organizing, and presenting of a full day 
of activities for each of our feeder schools to help 
prepare the grade 8’s for their high school years 
and the challenges that come with them.

Finally, 6 of our members participated in a 4 day 
OSAID conference in Oakville. Here they learned 
more about the perils of drinking and driving and 
how we can combat the problem in our home 
schools. 

Thank you for your support this year and we are 
looking forward to another great year next year.

ART IN THE PARK
A NIGHT TO CELEBRATE MUSIC & 
FINE ART(FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE SIDEWALK 
CHALK FESTIVAL)

By Ms T. Lambert, Mr. F. Mancuso, 
Mr. S. De Angelis, and Mrs. K. Phelan-
Savage

Thanks to everyone for their help with our first Art 
in the Park Festival. Our festival was held May 20th 
from 6-8 p.m.  Guests were asked to bring a canned 
good or $1.00 for entry.  We raised $400.00 and 
a half barrel of food for Community Care!  Guests 
experienced a culture-filled evening  perusing 
the chalk masterpieces drawn on the ground of 
the back parking lot. There was also live musical 
entertainment to listen to from our open stage on 
the back patio while guests enjoyed delicious crepes 
and coffee provided by our Niagara Apprenticeship 
Culinary Program directed by Chef Pockaj, and our 
Art Café. Guests were provided with row seating or 
café tables located on our lovely green space on the 
back field to enjoy the evening.

What a wonderful “Art  Attack” we had on that 
sunny day in May.  Art Club students worked hard 
creating their beautiful masterpieces and running 
a successful Art Café selling beverages and baked 
goods.  Our Music students provided wonderful 
musical entertainment continuously throughout the 
two hour event.  

CHALLENGES, BELIEFS AND CHANGES

Our Culinary students served some 
delicious creations offering savory 
and dessert crepes.  Thank you to 
all of the staff who provided baked 
goods for our Café.

On a personal note, Ms. Lambert 
would like to express the joy of 
returning to our original objective, 
advocating the arts within our 
community.  This event possessed 
a strong art component, a cultural 
festival atmosphere, while ensuring 
an economically friendly charity event 
for the public. The Arts are truly alive 
and well here at St. Francis.  
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By Mrs. M. Mauro-Marshall and Ms S. Weigert

The year of 2009-2010 was our first year of an official cheerleading team! We started out from scratch and 
grew as the school year went by.  Although we hit some rough spots, the team placed third out of thirteen 
schools at our very first competition, which took place at Canada’s Wonderland on May 15th. 

The team roster included Jessica Abrams, Sarah Armstrong, Breanna Beaudry, Alli Campbell, Kelsey Cirone, 
Shannon D’Arcy, Morgan D’Aloisio, Mariah Doucette, Jenn Fish, Haley Gaudet, Brooke Gordon, Alexis 
Hemphil, Nicole Kent, Ashley McIntosh, Emily McIntosh, Kendra Maclean, Tara Meginnis, Vanessa Meginnis 
(captain), Heather Mirnynech, and Monika Palinkas.  

We are sad to see some team members not join us again next year as they are graduating. The girls include 
Alli Campbell, Kelsey Cirone, Jenn Fish, Haley Gaudet, Brooke Gordon, and Ashley McIntosh. We wish them 
well in their future endeavors.  

We would like to give a special thanks to Elizabeth Marshall who took time out of her busy schedule to help 
start off the team, as well being there for us to the end of the season. We hope to see her again next year. 

All the girls were very dedicated, showing up to many 7a.m. practices and then moving on to a gym with a 
spring floor every Wednesday after school. We would like to thank the coaches from Niagara All Stars, Joanne 
and Amanda, who stepped in and fine tuned our hard work. 

It took a lot of commitment from the girls to achieve their success this year and we look forward to another 
terrific year starting this September.  At the beginning of the year, we started a whole new cheerleading team 
from scratch, but in the end, all obstacles were defeated and we finished the season with a large amount of 
success and spirit. Watch out next year! 

Cheerleading
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Ecoschools

Our final ecoschools project of the 
year is well under way.  With the help 
of many P.E.A.T members as well as 
the Niagara Peninsula Conservation 
Authority, planting day for our school 
was a success.  Many hands came 
together in solidarity to show a sense 
of stewardship and a love for our 
planet.  Come out and see our beautiful 
new garden and newly landscaped area 
located at the front of the school!
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Mathletes
By Mrs. A. Cheng

This year the St. Francis community saw the creation 
of a new extra-curricular activity called the Mathletes 
Team.  This team competed in two Mathletes 
tournaments during the month of May.  A Mathletes 
Tournament involves teams of four players facing 
off against teams from other NCDSB schools to 
answer questions correctly in the fastest time.   The 
questions are based on logic problems and all areas 
of Mathematics.  Teams must work together to solve 
the problems without the use of calculators.  This 
year St. Francis had a fun and competitive season 
with two teams.  

Team 1 - Sin(win)        Team 2 -  
Andrew Hanna                     Haley Turnbull  
Noah MacCallum                  Jenifer Zugic
Joel Phillip                             Laura Fillingham
Stephen Pisani                      Rowan Traynor  
          Jessica Zugic  
       
Coaches:  Mrs. Cheng and Mrs. Van Kralingen

Both teams did extremely well considering it was 
our first year in the competition.  Team 1 deserves 
extra special mention as they were tied for first place 
after the two tournaments and had to go to a sudden 
death playoff to determine the final champion for the 
year.  Team 1 then finished in second place.

The coaches would like to recognize two special 
team members for their outstanding contribution 
to the team.  These students were recognized at 
Recognition Day and presented with plaques.  This 
year’s recipients of the Most Enthusiastic Award for 
the Mathletes team were Haley Turnbull and Jenifer 
Zugic. 
 
Congratulations to all the team members for a great 
season! 

!Awesome

Reach Squad
By Mrs. A. Van Kralingen

Congratulations are extended to the following students 
for receiving awards for Reach at the recognition 
day assembly held on June 11.  The awards and 
recipients are:  
Intermediate Squad – Outstanding Leadership:              
            Phillip Ross
Senior Squad – Outstanding Participation:  
                                    Tyler Evans

 Department News

   "Languages are our antennae, the             
    more we have, the more we see!"          
     J P Sartre

Remember !

FSF/International Languages
By Mme. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International language department has 
been extremely busy this spring.  Our grade 11/12 
French students were part of the Brock Niagara 
French contest, competing against all of the high 
schools in the NCDSB and NDSB.  They wrote 
a written grammar test, reading comprehension 
and oral speaking tests.  Congratulations to Elli 
Kubarakos, Hayley Gaudet, Sean Hughes, Katie 
Fedchun and Zack Schipper for winning in their 
respective categories.
 
The Italian classes also enjoyed a day of academics 
and sports at the 11th Annual Italian Day at Brock 
University.  They experienced cultural activities such 
as Botta e Risposta (Italian Reach) calico di rigore 
(soccer) and Bocce.  They also competed in the 
junior and senior grammar tests.  Congratulations to 
Bipasha Sen, Kiara Mongrut and Sarah Scappaticci 
for their 2nd and 3rd place standings in the junior 
grammar test.

Our Italian students also experienced a multicultural 
excursion to Toronto.  They visited the Ferrari 
Maserotti Showroom in Vaughn, where they learned 
about the history of the company which started in 
Italy. They also toured CHIN/Radio TV as well as 
explored the area of Toronto’s Little Italy.

The French language students were also treated to a 
visit to the Paris Crepes Bistro in Niagara Falls, ON  
The students saw how traditional French crepes are 
made with all the explanations in French by the chef/
owner who is a native of France. They also enjoyed 
a lovely crepe brunch.

The IDC 3M course, which offers an art/interdisciplinary 
credit as well as the opportunity to spend two amazing 
weeks in Italy, is now in the process of signing up 
students.  There will be a second parent information 
meeting the second week of September at the CEC 
in Welland.  Take advantage of this unforgettable 
opportunity!  Information packages are available 
from Mme Mauro-Marshall .
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Varsity Girls Soccer
By Mrs. Lucchetta, Mrs O'Leary and 
Ms. Markovich

The Varsity girls soccer team had an impressive 
2010 season with this strong squad having a flawless 
season record! They won the Zone 4 Championship 
as well as their first SOSSA Championship, which 
afforded them a trip to the OFSAA Championship 
tournament in Sarnia.  Coaches Mrs. Lucchetta, Mrs. 
O'Leary and Ms Markovich are extremely proud of the 
efforts put forth by these girls. It has definitely been a 
great season for this group of talented girls!

Special Education Department News
By Mrs. P. Casburn 

As always, this school year has flown by quickly!  
Many exciting and wonderful events have taken 
place and the students have achieved great things.  

The students of our Special Education Classroom 
attended many Special Education events 
throughout the year, hosted by each of the eight 
high schools in the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board.  They had many opportunities to practise 
their cooking skills, both by baking the muffins for 
the P3 participants all year and by making weekly 
breakfasts for students and staff members. They 
went to ZOOZ, have learned Martial Arts and had a 
visit from a service dog.  Many of the students have 
become Wii champions!  Mrs. Shauna Christian will 
return as Special Education Classroom Teacher 
next year and many more exciting events await the 
students of her classroom.

There will be a few staffing changes for the 
Special Education Department next year.  Mr. Don 
McArthur will be leaving to take on a new position 
as Educational Resource Teacher in the elementary 
panel.  He will be missed greatly at St. Francis, both 
as a teacher and a coach.  He has brought great 
energy, enthusiasm and expertise to the Special 
Education Department over these past two years!  
There is no doubt that Mr. McArthur will make a 
positive impact at his new school.  We wish him luck 
in his new role. Joining our staff as an Educational 
Resource Teacher will be Ms. Andrea De Cicco, 
who is currently teaching at St. Michael Catholic 
High School.   

Two of our Educational Assistants, Mr. Mario 
Palumbo and Ms. Gabe Kevorkian are also 
leaving this year.  Mr. Palumbo has accepted a 
position at Denis Morris Catholic High School 
and Ms. Kevorkian has accepted a position at St. 
Paul Catholic High School.  These two dynamic 
individuals will be missed greatly by both staff and 
students.  They have been an integral part of our 
Special Education Department team!  We know that 
Denis Morris and St. Paul will reap the benefits of 
their years of dedication to students.  

We look forward to the return of the rest of our 
support and teaching staff in the fall. We would like 
to wish everyone a restful and happy summer!  

Co-curricular News

Co-curricular news con.'t...

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

By Mrs. Van Kralingen (Program Chair) 

University of Waterloo Math Contest Awards

Awards were presented for exceptional achievement in this year’s University of Waterloo Mathematics 
Contests.  The top scorer in each of grades 9-12 received a School Champion Medal and those scoring in the 
top 25% in Canada received a Certificate of Distinction.  Medals and certificates are decided by the 
university.  There was a tie for the top scorer in grade 12 and thus two students were awarded an 
“Outstanding Achievement” plaque from St. Francis along with a School Champion Medal.  The following 
students were honoured at our Recognition Day assembly on Friday, June 11: 

Pascal
Grade 9 

Cayley
Grade 10 

Fermat
Grade 11 

Euclid
Grade 12 

Medal & Certificate 
of Distinction 

Medal &
Certificate of 
Distinction 

Medal & 
Certificate of 
Distinction 

Medal &
Plaque for 

Outstanding
Achievement 

Christy Rohaly Matthew Chaput Jake Rigby Noah MacCallum 
Joel Phillip 

Congratulations to these students and to all those who participated in the contests and we look forward to 
next year’s challenge! 

EQAO Grade 9 Mathematics Assessment

The spring EQAO math assessment took place on Tuesday, June 15 and Wednesday, June 16.  The 
assessments from both January and June of this year will be marked by EQAO in the month of July.  Parents 
can expect the results to be sent home sometime in the fall. 
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Co-curricular News

Rowing
By Mr. K Sandham, Head Coach and 
Senior Boys Coach
I cannot believe the rowing season has come to an 
end!! This season there were 68 very dedicated 
athletes that either braved the early morning or hurried 
down to Henley Island right after school. The success 
of a program this large cannot be done without the time 
and effort of our coaches:  Senior Girls – Tom Kent and 
Corey Brunton,  Junior Girls – Greg Smith, Kevin Koch 
and Thomas Morley,  Junior Boys – Jordan Burtnik, 
Adam Burtnik, Rob Walton, Nolan Moffat and Kathy 
Burtnik and Senior Boys – Bob Schenck. Our coaches 
are second to none!  We also need to say a huge 
thanks to Bob for his continued organization skills in 
getting our entries in whether they are for ergometer 

Girls Softball
By Ms J. Frendo

This year our girls softball team had a great time at 
the zone tournament hosted at Grantham Optimist. 
Twelve girls competed in the tournament, some 
for their first time in the sport, and finished in third 
place in their division. The girls had a great time and 
represented their school proudly. Congratulations to: 
Rachel Kennedy, Rachel Locking, Cassandra DiFrusio, 
Emily Purcha, Taylor Sneek, Melodie Zarlenga, Alexa 
Plato, Kayla Fyfe-MacNeil, Kiersten Zukowsky, Erin 
Thompson, Melissa Lastrocco, and Ionna Al-Kayed.

Junior Girls Rowing
By Kevin Kock, Thomas Morley and  
Greg Smith
The Jr. Girls had a great Canadian Schoolboy 
experience. The Jr. Women's Eight had a very tough 
field of 30 boats. They had a great race, but did not 
move on to the semis. The Jr. Women's Cox-Four 
qualified for the semi-final in a field of 36. They had 
a personal best race, placed fourth in the heat just 
missing out on the finals. The Jr. Women's 59kg 
Cox-Four in a field of 24 moved on to the semis, and 
placed fourth in the heat, just missing out on the finals. 
The Jr. Womens 59 kg Eight qualified for the finals. 
In a tough race these girls had the best race of the 
season. They were the only crew in the Jr. Women's 
59kg championship race made up solely of first year 
rowers. This was quite an accomplishment. They 
did not win, or place, but they showed the heart and 
determination of the St. Francis Phoenix!. All these 
girls in the Jr. Women's program made their Coaches 
proud this weekend.

races, time trials or regattas and for attending 
weekly coaches meetings. Kathy, your inspiration 
inspires all of us to race with heart, dignity and 
intensity (they were very huge shoes to fill this 
year). Mr. Griepsma, Mr. Jenkins and Mrs. Yule, 
thank you for your direction and dedication 
shown toward our program and helping to make 
it the success that it was.

June 4th through to the 6th was the Canadian 
Secondary School Rowing Association Regatta 
where all of our crews raced. Congratulations to 
the 8 crews who made finals on Sunday. 
 
Senior Womens 8+ (5th) 
Senior Womens 4+ (4th) 
Senior Womens 59kg 4+ (4th) 
Junior Womens 59kg 8+ (6th) 
Junior Mens 72kg 4+ (5th)
Senior Mens 72kg 4+ (3rd) 
Senior Mens 4x (2nd)  
Senior Mens 8+ (3rd)
 
For all of the other crews and athletes, you 
raced with a new determination and improved 
greatly since the start of the season. To all of 
our Seniors, thank you for providing leadership 
and for being positive role models to our 
Juniors. Your efforts will continue to foster spirit 
and toughness.  A big thank you as well to Mr. 
and Mrs. Daoust, Mr. and Mrs. Delaney and 
Mrs. Todd who organized the tent on the Island. 
The contributions of all the parents were truly 
appreciated by our athletes.   We look forward 
to setting up a support group for next year. 

Good luck to our Austrian exchange student 
Elias Fruehmann who enhanced our lives as 
much as we did his. To our graduates: Wes Gray 
(2nd time), Jack Wittig, Michael Kessler, Bobby 
Fair, Joe LaSelva and Daniel Corso – carry 
with you all the spirit of the Phoenix, believe in 
the number 1 (you, the crew, friends, parents, 
school and what we raced for) and above all 
it was ‘A Beautiful Day’. Hurry back and good 
luck!
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S.O.S. – SAVE OUR 
SUBSCRIPTIONS!

This coming fall, our school will be 
providing the opportunity to renew 
and / or purchase new magazine 
subscriptions through the QSP Family 
Reading Fundraising Program.  Please 
ignore any notices form the publishers 
asking you to renew now and instead, 
support our school’s fundraising 
efforts in the fall.  Please share this 
message with other family and friends 
who order through our program.  As 
always, you will receive the best price 
while our school retains a substantial 
portion as profit.  Thank you for your 
continued support!

Thank You to 
Ozzie Mucciarelli

AVONDALE STORES
282 Linwell Road, St. Catharines

 for his continued support through
Nevadaman ticket sales.

MEMO: Student Achievement K-12 Memorandum     
                 – SA 164 (2009-2010)  
 
FROM: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of 
               Education   

SUBJECT: SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE (SEAC) NEWSLETTER INSERT                                 
                           
CONTACT: Marcel Jacques, Administrator Special        
         Education
The Ministry of Education is mandating all boards 
in Ontario to develop their own Equity and Inclusive 
Policy for Education and Religious Accommodations.  
A template has been received by the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board and there will be a committee 
developing this policy for vetting purposes in the 
fall. This policy will help to continue to advance 
improvement of student achievement, reducing 
achievement gaps and increasing public confidence 
in our education system, while recognizing our 
province’s growing diversity, as well as promoting 
inclusive education, and to eliminate barriers and 
biases relating to education and religion. 
 
The members of the Special Education Advisory 
Committee (SEAC) had a meeting with the Educational 
Resource Teachers of the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board last month to identify areas of success 
and areas of improvement identified by our Educational 
Resource Teachers for which the Special Education 
Advisory Committee can assist in their role of 
supporting our exceptional learners. Questions that 
were asked were with regard to communicating 
with parents of exceptional students, professional 
development and resources relating to Special 
Education.  The results of this meeting will be compiled 
by Student Achievement K-12 Special Education Staff 
and will then be reviewed by the Special Education 
Advisory Committee.
 
This spring the Special Education Advisory Committee 
received presentations from Superintendent Reich 
with regard to the Special Education Budget and 
a representative from the Local Health Integration 
Network as to their role in providing funding for 
students with exceptional needs within our Board.

The Special Education Plan has been revised 
and approved by the Special Education Advisory 
Committee. For more information please visit the Board 
website at www.niagaracatholic.ca

Niagara Student Transportation Services 
(NSTS) is a consortium between the District 
School Board of Niagara and the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board.  The mandate 
of NSTS is to plan and manage safe, efficient 
and effective transportation services for the 
students of Niagara.

NSTS is open all summer planning the 2010-11 
transportation routes.  You can find your child’s 
transportation eligibility information, bus stop 
location and times on the NSTS website after 
August 16 for the 2010-11 school year.  

You will need your Ontario Education Number 
(OEN) which is located on your report card 
to log-on to the secure website.  For Junior 
Kindergarten students who have not been 
assigned an OEN, a letter will be mailed directly 
to your home if your student is eligible for 
transportation.

For transportation information please 
visit the NSTS website www.nsts.ca or 
call 905-346-0290.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION FOR 
SEPTEMBER 2010
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OAPCE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The Niagara Catholic District School Board was the proud host of The OAPCE 71st Annual Conference on May 
15, 2010 at Saint Michael Catholic High School. 120 delegates attended and were treated to an informative, 
productive and enjoyable day. The day began with a beautiful and inspiring Mass celebrated by Niagara 
Catholic Regional School Council member, Fr. Peter Rowe. The keynote speaker, Dr. Ashleigh Molloy was well 
received. A hot lunch was provided and many vendors and exhibitors participated in the day's events. Two sets 
of 13 interesting and relevant workshops were held in the afternoon. The Annual General Meeting concluded 
the conference. Thank you to Niagara Catholic for your continued support.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS’ COUNCIL CONVENTION
The Catholic School Councils’ Convention was held on Saturday March 27th at Holy Cross Catholic Secondary 
School in St. Catharines. We were fortunate to have Chris D'Souza as our Keynote Speaker. Chris works 
tirelessly in promoting equity and inclusively in education, and helps educators better identify and remove 
discrimination and barriers to student achievement. This presentation focused on the belief that all students, 
regardless of their background or personal circumstances must be given every opportunity to reach their full 
potential. Parents learned that when students feel welcomed and accepted in their school, they are more likely 
to succeed in school and in the future. Great parent workshops were also available from topics like The 21st 
Century Classroom, the Arts Presented by Shaw Festival, Keeping our Teens Catholic and many more. The 
day also included fabulous door prizes and vendors and exhibitors, as well as a scrumptious hot luncheon 
served by our culinary students. It was a great opportunity for parents to make new friends and share ideas 
about their child's education.

MESSAGE FROM KATHY BURTNIK
As we wind up this school year, and look forward to the next, we take the time to reflect 
on the past with wide open eyes in order that we can critically examine our successes and 
our challenges. The Regional School Council of Niagara Catholic has much to celebrate 
and be proud of in the realm of success. Under the leadership of Laurel Ives-Allison, this 
group of volunteers worked tirelessly to bring parents together at the Faith Formation as 
well as the Annual Spring Convention where we were enlightened and graced with the 
presentation of Chris D'Souza and his insights into what equity and inclusion means to a 
Catholic School Board. During this convention, parents had multiple opportunities to sample 
and explore vendors as well as engage in discussion with many organizations serving the 
needs of our Catholic community. Long time Regional School Council member, Community 
Representative Joe Bruzzese and his team are to be congratulated for their efforts in making 
this a prosperous and spirited convention.  The voice of students was beautifully represented 
at the Regional School Council by Kristin Daoust from St. Francis. As she graduates from 
Niagara Catholic, we are confident that she will encounter many successes and meet all 
challenges with the same Faith she shared with us at the table. Father Peter Rowe, your 
spiritual guidance has kept us grounded - Thank you!  Community Representative, Rick 
McAllister - your wisdom and experience has kept us moving forward - Thank you! To the 
Staff on the Regional School Council, and to all of the members who took time away from 
your families for the sake of other families - Thank you!
Niagara Catholic is blessed to have so many volunteers in all of our schools who give for the 
sake of giving and ask nothing in return. The folks at Regional/PIC are a reflection of all that 
is good in each and every corner of our Board - Thank you!
May the summer find you blessed with health in your bodies, joy in your hearts and peace 
in your homes.

Kathy Burtnik
Chairperson, Niagara Catholic District School Board
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
AUGUST

Tuesday, August 31
Grade 9 breakfast and orientation

SEPTEMBER
Wednesday, September 1

Professional Activity Day (All Board)
Thursday, September 2

PD -- In School
Friday, September 3

Board Holiday
Tuesday, September 14

Grade 9 Retreat
Photo Day

Wednesday, September 15
Fundraiser Kick-off Assembly

Thursday, September 23
Grade 9 Curriculum Night
Grade 9 Retreat

Friday, September 24
Casual Dress Day
Early Progress/Warning Reports
Ontario Universities Fair (Toronto)

Saturday, September 25
Ontario Universities Fair (Toronto)
Tiger Cats Football Game (Ivor Wynn)
Monday, September 27 - Friday 

October 1
Spirit Week

Tuesday, September 28
Grade 9 Retreat

Wednesday, September 29
Fundraiser Ends

Thursday, September 30
Student Council Dance

OCTOBER
Monday, October 4

Feast of St. Francis
Opening School Mass

Thursday, October 7
Pilgrimage Assembly

Friday, October 8
Art and Soul Retreat
Professional Activity Day

Saturday, October 9
Art and Soul Retreat

Monday, October 11

Tuesday, October 12 - Friday, 
October 15

Chapel Presentations
Winter Uniform Begins

Thursday, October 14
Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences
Phoenix Idol

Friday, October 15
Spirit Wear Day
Monday, October 18 - Tuesday, 

October 19
Ring Sales

Wednesday, October 20
Photo retakes

Sunday, October 24
PILGRIMAGE

Friday, October 29
Casual Dress Day

NOVEMBER
Monday, November 1

All Saints Day
Tuesday, November 2

All Souls Day
Memorial Prayer Service

Wednesday, November 3
Gr. 8 Orientation Day
Take Our Kids to Work Day (gr. 9)

Thursday, November 4
Fundraiser/Idol Awards Assembly

THANKSGIVING


