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Happy New Year everyone!  With God’s good grace and the support of all facets of 
the Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School community, we are well-positioned 
for another wonderful semester at our school.

With the support of the community – students, staff, parents, and all community 
stakeholders, Saint Francis has once again proven itself to be a responsive and 
responsible school community.  From the amazing $42,000.00 raised for third 
world initiatives through the pilgrimage, to the annual Christmas Basket drive 
to support those less fortunate in our community, Saint Francis has once again 
proven itself to be a beacon of Catholic and humanity social justice initiatives.

We have enjoyed a very successful first semester with staff, students, and 
parents focused on the ingredients that make Saint Francis such a unique place: 
Catholic values, strong academics, competitive teams, active clubs, a common 
direction and a social conscience.

Our after-school P3 program offering additional academic assistance for students 
continues to be a popular and worthwhile endeavour.  Our review sessions in 
preparation for EQAO assessments are heralded as among the “best practices” 
within our school system.

Speaking of after school hours, there is always something going on after the 
2:20 p.m. dismissal.  From sports teams, to clubs, to after-school academic help 
sessions, the halls, gym, Library and grounds of Saint Francis are a place of 
activity for and extended period of time after classes finish.  We encourage all 
students to get involved with co-curricular programs to enhance their experience 
at Saint Francis.

Sister Doreen of the HOly Cross Sisters speaks to Saint Francis students 
about the effects of their contributions to our newly adopted school, the Mary 
Immaculate Grammar School in Cap Haitian, Haiti
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Catholic School Council
Mrs. MJ. Au

Greetings everyone from your Catholic School Council.  I hope that you all enjoyed a special 
Christmas season and a great start to 2014.  Our Catholic School Council has held several 
meetings, and helped organize the poinsettia fundraiser and the delivery of the Christmas 
baskets.  In January we provided refreshments for the Grade 9 Open House and we were 
pleased with the enthusiastic response of the parents and students who will hopefully join our 
school community in September.  
 
Right now the process of applying to colleges and universities is in full swing and exams have 
been completed.   Congratulations to all parents and guardians who have guided the students 
through the school year so far.  I would like to extend a warm welcome to anyone who would like 
to join our Catholic School Council anytime.   Enjoy the rest of the winter!   Warm regards.

P3 continues to Help Students with Homework

Our P3 After School Help Program has been in full swing this year and continues on into second 
semester.  Help is available in the Library Information Center on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 2:30 to 3:30 in any subject area.  A common favourite is help with math, but we 
can find a peer tutor to work with students for any subject.  Many thanks to our senior students 
who come faithfully to tutor their peers and an extra special thank you to our Special Education 
Department and students who provide delicious muffins to fuel the hard work!

Uniform Matters

The Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School community is proud to announce that we are 
adding a hoodie for all grades for the 2014- 2015 school year. After consultation with parents, 
students, staff and other stakeholders, it was very apparent that a uniform hoodie for all grades 
was warranted.

We will have more news regarding this on our website (www.stfrancisphoenix.com) in the coming 
weeks.  We will be maintaining the separate GRAD hoodie as well.  Colours and samples will be 
finalized shortly.

In addition, we will be changing the kilt to a black/purple colour pattern for the 2014-2015 school 
year.  Again, more information on availability will be forthcoming in the near future.
All current uniform items – for example the current kilt and the school sweater, vest and cardigan 
will be grandfathered in as school uniform, items.  We thank all students, parents, staff and other 
stakeholders for their feedback which led to these uniform adjustments.  Stay tuned for more 
information on our school website in the coming weeks and months.
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 SAINT FRANCIS CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL  

GRADUATION      
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2014, 6:00 P.M. AT NIAGARA COLLEGE, NOTL 

 

Keep this sheet in a handy place for reference to important dates! 
 

Graduation is the culmination of a student’s high school years and should be a happy and memorable event.  We are anxious to 
provide a program that our graduates will always remember and have arranged the following activities: 
**Please note that these are the only school sponsored graduation activities.  ANY OTHER EVENTS ARE NOT SUPPORTED BY 
SAINT FRANCIS CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL AND WILL NOT BE CHAPERONED BY SCHOOL STAFF.** 
      
REQUIREMENTS: 
Each student must successfully complete 40 hours of community service by May 9 and attain 30 credits (including 
Religion) by June 20.  Failure to satisfy these requirements will exclude the student from the Graduation exercises.  
 
GRADUATION RETREATS: 
Each student will be expected to participate in a one-day school retreat on May 13 and the board wide Graduation 
Celebration on May 15. 
 
GRADUATION REHEARSAL:   
Rehearsal for the graduation exercise will take place at Niagara College on JUNE 25 at 9:00 a.m.  
 ATTENDANCE AT REHEARSAL IS MANDATORY.  
 
GRADUATION EXERCISES:   
The graduation exercises will be held at Niagara College, NOTL campus on JUNE 25 at 6:00 p.m.  All graduates must 
be at Niagara College by 5:00 p.m. sharp. Each graduate will receive five guest invitations.   
 
GOWN PICK UP:   
Gowns will be picked up during exams at the school (date will be announced).  They may need to be ironed. Cap and 
gown will belong to the student after the ceremony. 
 
PICTURES:   
Each graduate will receive 1-11x14 class composite in a vinyl grad folder, 1- 5x7 diploma photo taken at graduation, 
and 1-5x7 prom photo taken at the dinner. 
 
GRADUATION DRESS FOR FORMAL EXERCISES:   
Both male and female graduates will wear their academic cap and gown.   
In order to participate in the graduation ceremonies, the dress code is as follows: 
Males: A shirt, tie, dress pants, socks and dress shoes.  Recommended black socks/shoes. 
Females: A dress, skirt/blouse or long dress pants and dress shoes. 
 
GRADUATION PROM DINNER AND DANCE:        
The graduation dinner and dance will be held on June 26 at John Michael’s Banquet Facility.  Photos will be taken 
between 5:00-6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. followed by dancing until 10:00 p.m.  All graduates are 
responsible for acquiring their own appropriate attire for the graduation prom.  This attire is not included in the 
graduation fee. It will be necessary for non-graduates accompanying graduates to pay a $50.00 fee by May 23.   
A Graduation Dinner contract must be submitted by all students and guests attending the dinner. 
 
Students are not permitted to leave the hall during the evening.  Students found to be under the influence of 
alcohol/drugs will be removed from the hall and a call to the parent will be made to pick up the student. 
 
FEES:   
Graduates must pay a fee of $135.00. This payment covers the academic gowns and caps, invitations, certificates, 
programs, pictures, graduation prom and dinner, and the graduation retreats.  Please pay Mrs. Dionne-Taylor in 
Student Services as soon as possible.  The Graduation Dinner contract must accompany your payment. 
 

THE GRADUATION FEE IS DUE March 28. 
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Course Selection Process 
 
The $55.00 Activity Fee payment can be made: 

- Online (www.niagaracatholic.ca; click on Students; click Secondary Online 
Payment) 

- Cheque (payable to Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School) 
- Cash 
- Debit/Credit in person in Student Services 

 
Return course verification sheet and payment to period 1 teacher by  

February 28, 2014 
 
 
 

Planning Sheet 
 

Grade 9 
 

Grade 10 
 

Grade 11 
 

Grade 12 
 

Religion Religion Religion Religion 
English English English English 
Math Math Math  
Science Science   
Geography History   
French Civics/ Careers   
    
    

 
 

Level choices:  Open (O), Locally Developed (L), Workplace (E), Academic (D), Applied (P),  
                          University (U), College (C), University/College (M) 
 
 

 

Useful Websites 
 

Ontario universities—prerequisites www.electronicinfo.ca 
Ontario colleges—prerequisites www.ontariocolleges.ca 
Job profiles, career quizzes, resume template JobsPeopleDo.com 

Login – SFCSS 
Password - NCDSB 

 

My Son or Daughter Will Be Missing School Today……      

Reminder to parents-please call the attendance office before 8:00 a.m 
when your son/daughter will be absent, late or needs to be dismissed for 
an appointment etc. 
There is a 24 hr attendance hotline available 7 days a week. 
  905-646-2002 ext 2110 
         Please indicate the reason for the absence or early dismissal. 
         Reminder to students/parents that they need to “sign in” when 
arriving late  or “sign out” when leaving school early accordingly…. for 
safety reasons. 

 Extended absences (eg. vacations, surgery etc) require approval from administration. Please get 
the form from Mrs. Sorrell in the attendance office and complete well in advance of the 
extended absence. Thank You 
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Clubs & Activities / 
Co-curricular

Ecoschools -- Mrs. A. Lucchetta

The Ecoschools Team is continuing its 
efforts to bring environmental awareness 
to the school as well as the wider school 
community.  Our team building initiative for 
this year was the creation of a club website 
which lets other Saint Francis students, as 
well as the parent community, know what 
the Ecoschools Club is all about and why it 
is an important part of our school climate. 
Located on the website you will find a 
description of how the Ecoschools program 
works as well as the rationale for the club 
and its connection to the Catholic Social 
Teaching of Stewardship.  

In addition, you will get a closer look at this year's 
members as well as events around the school 
that we will be hosting throughout the semester.  
Posted on the website are community events 
regarding environmental awareness that will 
be taking place around the Niagara Region, 
and links to news articles dealing with current 
environmental issues.  This is an exciting new 
initiative that our club has worked tirelessly on.

We hope that through our efforts students will 
become more aware of the importance of the 
Ecoschools Club and that they will become 
more proactive in taking care of the school 
by reducing our ecological footprint.

SEAC NEWSLETTER INSERT

The mandate of the Niagara Catholic District School Board (NCDSB) Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 
is to serve as an advisory committee to the Board of Trustees, making recommendations concerning special education 
programs and services for our students.

The aim of our school newsletter insert is to bring awareness of SEAC to our NCDSB families and staff.

Some of the past completed goals of the SEAC are as follows:

  

For further information visit the Niagara Catholic District School Board website at
http://www.niagaracatholic.ca – under Programs/Special Education/Special Education Advisory

Committee

Supporting an inclusive Catholic Learning Community

•  Educational Resource Teachers and the Educational Assistants of NCDSB completed a survey
 that has resulted in recommendations for professional development and training of school
 board staff. The results were also instrumental in developing best practices for improved
 communication as well as new and shared programs and resources.
•  letters to the Ministry of Education recommending that all new graduating teachers have
 special education qualifications (Special Education Part 1).
•  creation of a SEAC logo and tag line that reflects the mission, vision and values of NCDSB.
•  SEAC Presentation to the NCDSB Committee of the Whole to continue to enhance the strong
 partnership between the SEAC, the Board of Trustees and Senior Administrative Staff for
 achieving student success.
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Mathletes
Mrs. A. Van Kralingen & Mrs. A. Cheng

Mathletes is a club involving teams of four players facing off against teams from 
other NCDSB high schools to answer questions correctly in the fastest time.   The 
questions are based on logic problems and all areas of Mathematics.  Teams must 
work together to solve the problems and calculators are not allowed.  

The first tournament was held at Blessed Trinity and the teams below then advanced 
to the finals held right here at Saint Francis on November 27th. 

A total of 18 teams from across our 8 high schools competed and although we did 
not win the coveted Einstein trophy, team Minor Niners + 1, placed second in the 
entire board!  The coaches would like to thank all participants and also the students 
who came to cheer on their friends.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Team: Minor 
Niners + 1 

Team: Von 
Braun 

Team: Les 
Chevaliers 

Team: Marc 
Venneri 

Madalyn Amorim Ryan Phillip Nick Nolan Joel Chouinard 
Thomas Dedinsky Peter Ricciardi Olivia Janus Zachary Matthews 
Daniel Rhyee Adam Vassallo Stephen Miele Justin Sambajon 
Maddie Nolan Reid Vassallo Andrew Sinclair DJ Vanderlee 
2nd place 5th place 11th place 13th place 

...team Minor Niners + 1, placed 
second in the entire board! 

Front Row: 
Maddie Nolan, Lucy Hawkes, Stephen Miele, Jonathan Passero, Peter Song, Gabriel Costantini

2nd Row:
Lauren Young, Lucy Marano, Olivia Janus, Nick Nolan, Shadi Sharifi, Madalyn Amorim, 
Thomas Dedinsky, Justin Sambajon, Nikola Cubelic

Back Row:
Mrs. Cheng, Ryan Phillip, Andrew Sinclair, Reid Vassallo, Adam Vassallo, D.J. Vanderlee, Zach 
Matthews, Joel Chouinard, Peter Ricciardi



Make Me An Instrument Of Your Peace

S

A

I

N

T

F

R

A

N

C

I

S

Girls Varsity Hockey
Ms J. Frendo, Krista Wood, Kaitlyn Luey, Mr. N. Preiner and Manager --         
Ms S. Weigert

This year’s 
Varsity Hockey 
Team has had a 
successful start to 
the season, once 
again competing 
in the Annual 
MacDonald’s Girl’s 
Tournament held at 
the Gale Center in 
Niagara Falls. The 
team has a number 
of second year 
returning players 
who showed their skills by leading the team to a semifinal. These include Alex Poirier, 
Sydney Bodfield, Ashley D’Elia, Tiffany Stevenson, Kristen Balanowski, Emily 
Petro, Breanne Lemay and Assistant Captain, Emily Mestek and our goalie, Rachel 
Phillip.  This year the team has only one freshmen, Samantha Hilimoniuk, who in her 
short time with the team, has shown a lot of potential.

The squad headed to London for the first time to compete in the Lady Crusader High 
School Tournament. Our third year players helped us advance to the semifinals against 
Orangeville, which we unfortunately lost in a 1-0 game. Leading the way was Captain 
Ally Riganelli and returning third year player Sarah Tritchew.  We have two new recruits 
in their third year of high school; Elena Coholan and Amanda Ruzylo. Both have been 
strong contributors on and off the ice. The tournament saw the team gel as a unit, and all 
the girls as well as the parents enjoyed the experience.

Leadership from our two senior players Assistant Captains Sarah Galway and her sister 
Shannon have lead the way to a regular season record of 4 wins, 3 losses and a tie.  After 
the exam break the girls play two pivotal games, the first against Sir Winston Churchill and 
the second against Grimsby Secondary; both are must wins to solidify a playoff berth. 

The annual student teacher game was held on Wednesday January 29th, and after a hard-
fought struggle, the teachers came away with an 11 - 10 victory.  Better luck next year girls!  
The coaches wish the team the best of luck heading into the final portion of the season.
A big thanks to our Managers Colton Moskal and Chase McDonald.                             
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 Department News
FSF/International Language 
Department
Mme. M. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International Language 
Department has had an extremely busy 
first semester.  Our second language 
students are beginning to realize the 
importance of learning a second, 
and even a third, language.  Their 
experiences at 
City TV/OMINI 
Television as 
well as exploring 
the many multi-
cultural areas of 
Toronto served 
to reinforce how 
important it is to 
know and to use 
other languages 
in areas besides 
the classroom.  
The students also had the opportunity 
to see the live performance of Les 
Misérables at the Princess of Wales 
Theatre in Toronto.

Saint Francis French/Italian/Spanish 
students will be participating in the 
Niagara Catholic District School 
Board’s Annual French/Italian/Spanish 
Public Speaking Contest.  This will be 
held on March 26, 2014 at Club Roma.  
Our students will be competing against 
students from all of the secondary 
schools within our board. 

Our students, as well as other 
students within the board, will 
be travelling to Italy for two 
weeks in March to explore 
the beautiful cities of Venice, 
Padova, Florence, Pisa, Assisi, 

Vinci, Siena and Rome! 

The Brock/Niagara French contest will 
be held in May at Brock University.  
Our grade 11 and 12 students will be 
able to practice their French skills in 
both oral and written communication 
against students from schools in the 
Niagara Region.  Students will be 
given another opportunity this coming 
spring to experience the importance 

of languages at the 
Annual Brock Italian 
Day competition.  
Saint Francis will 
be once again, very 
well represented.

FSF/International 
Languages are alive 
and thriving at Saint 
Francis Catholic 
Secondary School.  
Our students, as 

well as other students within the board, 
will be travelling to Italy for two weeks in 
March to explore the beautiful cities of 
Venice, Padova, Florence, Pisa, Assisi, 
Vinci, Siena and Rome!  They will also 
earn a grade 11 Art /Interdisciplinary 
credit in the IDC 30 course, Continuing 
Education.  We will be having a parent 
information meeting about the course 
at the end of June so please listen 
to announcements or please call the 
school, Mme. Mauro-Marshall, for 
details.  
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FEBRUARY
Saturday, February 1

College Application Deadline

Monday, February 3 - Tuesday, February 4
Grade Level Assemblies

Thursday, February 13
Reach Tournament

Final Semester 1 Reports Sent home

Friday, February 14
Hope Lives Retreat

Spirit Wear Day

Monday, February 17
Family Day Holiday -- No Classes

Thursday, February 20
Early Warning Reports

Grade 9, 10 and 11 Math Contests

Friday, February 21
Semi-Formal Dance - Parkway/Holiday Inn

Monday, February 24-Wednesday, February 26
Success -- Groff Photography

Tuesday, February 25
Special Education -- Bowling trip

Wednesday, February 26
Leadership Conference @ ND

Thursday, February 27
Reach Tournament @ HC

Reconcilliation

Friday, February 28
Sears Drama Festival Banquet

Casual Dress Day
Reconcillilation

MARCH
Saturday, March 1 - Friday, March 14

Italy Trip IDC 30

Tuesday, March 4
Reach Tournament

Wednesday, March 5
Ash Wednesday Prayer Service

Thursday, March 6
Spirit Wear Day

Friday, March 7
PA Day

Monday, March 10 - Friday, March 14
March Break!

Thursday, March 20
Reach Tournament

Friday, March 21
Markbook Report

Saturday, March 22
Rowing Pasta Fundraiser

Tuesday, March 25
NCDSB Spec. Ed. trip -- Lakeshore

Wednesday, March 26
Reach Tournament

Friday, March 28
Casual Dress Day

APRIL
    Wednesday, April 2

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences

Monday, April 7
Colunteer Appreciaton Breakfast

Tuesday, April 8
Special Education -- Bowling Trip

Friday, April 11
Spirit Wear Day
Term One Ends

Saturday, April 12
Bishop's Gala

Sunday, April 13 - Saturday April 19
Holy Week

Sunday, April 20
Easter Sunday

Monday, April 21
Easter Monday

Thursday, April 24
Grade 7 and 8 Dance

Nick Micielli Soccer Tournament

Friday, April 25
Casual Dress Day

Nick Micielli Soccer Tournament

Tuesday, April 29
Mid-term Reports

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS

Thank You to
Ozzie Mucciarelli

AVONDALE STORES
282 Linwell Road,

St. Catharines
for his continued support 


