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Happy New Year everyone!  With God’s good grace and the support of all 
facets of the St. Francis Catholic Secondary School community, we are 
well-positioned for another wonderful semester at our school.

With the support of the community – students, staff, parents, and all 
stakeholders, St. Francis has once again proven itself to be a responsive 
and responsible school community.  From the amazing $46,000.00 raised 

for third world initiatives through the Pilgrimage, to the Annual Christmas Basket drive to 
support those less fortunate in our community, St. Francis has once again proven itself to be 
a beacon of Catholic and social justice initiatives.

We have enjoyed a very successful first semester with staff, students, and parents focused on 
the ingredients that make St. Francis such a unique place: Catholic values, strong academics, 
competitive teams, active clubs, a common direction and a social conscience.

Our after-school P3 program offering additional academic assistance for students continues 
to be a popular and worthwhile endeavour.  Our review sessions in preparation for EQAO 
assessments are heralded among the “best practices” within our school system.

Speaking of after school hours, there is always something going on after the 2:20 p.m. 
dismissal.  From sports teams, to clubs, to after-school academic help sessions, the halls, 
gym, Library and grounds of St. Francis are a place of activity for an extended period of time 
after classes finish.  We encourage all students to get involved with co-curricular programs 
to enhance their experience at St. Francis.

Please visit our school website, www.stfrancisphoenix.com, for information on up-coming 
events and reporting dates.  Throughout the semester students will bring home Markbook 
Reports from each of their teachers.  If at any time you would like to speak with any teacher 
regarding your child’s progress, please call them on their voice mail extensions.

There are a number of staff moving on, taking some time off, or joining us at St. Francis 
for second semester.  Mrs. Rozman will be taking her talents to Denis Morris Catholic High 
School and we wish her every success.  Mr. Candeloro and Mr. Gandola will be spending 
time with family as they are on sabbatical this coming semester.  Ms. Butryn will be heading 
to another assignment and we thank her for filling in.  
                                                                                                                         (Con't on next page...)
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Catholic School Council News
Ms E. Ross

Happy New Year to one and all.  The last 
two months of 2011 were busy for us.  Our 
Annual Poinsettia Sale generated much 
needed fundraising dollars which went 
mostly to the Boys Basketball Team.  A 
big thank you to Mrs. Komacovich who 
assisted us tremendously during the 
Poisettia Day pick-up. Our Catholic School 
Council parents once again donated their 
time generously, driving students to deliver 
Christmas Baskets to the needy of our 
community.  Our new Chaplain, Mr. Paul 
McGuire, co-ordinated the whole event. 
Thank you to Mrs. Au, Mrs. Nolan, Mrs. 
Kimacovich and Mrs. Menchella, without 
whom, we would be hard pressed to 
accomplish anything. 

We are now on the second leg of our 
2011/2012 school year and we are faced 
with the challenge of how to best spend 
our Pro Kids Grant money.  Last year's Pro 
Grant was used for printing the Parent to 
Parent Handbook that the parents of Grade 
9  students recieved at the beginning of the 
school year.  Anyone interested in sending 
your ideas for guest speakers, please free 
to send them in with your children.  

I encourage parents to join us every third 
Thursday of the month, except for December 
and June, for our Catholic School Council 
Meetings. Everyone is welcome and we 
are always pleased to see new faces and 
hear new ideas.  

Thank You
to 

Ozzie Mucciarelli
AVONDALE STORES

282 Linwell Road,
St. Catharines

 for his continued support through
Nevadaman ticket sales.

Mrs. Bowers will be back with us.  Mr. 
Sardella, Mr. Santoro, Ms. Romatowski, 
and Mrs. Zwambag will continue with us 
next term.  In addition, we would like to 
welcome Ms. DiPaolo, Mr. D’Ambrosio and 
Ms. Jones to our staff.

Also, a reminder to all parents who drop off 
and/or pick up their child from school, that 
for safety reasons, our buses have the right 
of way.  We suggest that you drop off your 
child prior to 7:30 a.m. and pick them up 
at 2:30 p.m. or later in an effort to avoid 
conflict with busses as much as possible.  
Should you need to arrive after 7:30 a.m. 
or prior to 2:30 p.m., please consider doing 
so, on the sidewalk side of Crescentwood 
Dr. just North of the school.

Further, please continue to call in to report 
your child’s absence from school on a 
day-by-day basis.  When leaving a voice 
message for the Attendance Secretary we 
ask that you provide a reason (e.g. medical 
appointment, illness, etc.). In the event that 
the illness of is of a “flu-like” nature, please 
describe this in your message as the 
Niagara Regional Health Unit is monitoring 
the flu situation.

Within the next few weeks, we will begin the 
process of preparing for next year.  Please 
pay close attention to the timelines that will 
be provided for the submission of intention 
sheets.

Once again, we thank you for your 
excellent support and involvement within 
the St. Francis Catholic Secondary School 
community.



H

O

M

E

O

F

T

H

E

P

H

O

E

N

I

X

Volume 2, February 2012

Clubs & Activities
Music Department Notes
Mr. F. Mancuso and 
Mr. S. DeAngelis

Well another semester as flown by and the Phoenix Music Department has continued to 
be in high demand.  

Our classes have progressed well as many students took music for the first time and 
learned a great deal about guitar, piano and instrumental music.  
Students in our guitar courses got the opportunity to prepare “sets” of music for the class 
and through this process were able learn more about what makes group performance 
successful.  Our instrumental music students were able to learn piano for the first time and 
many have enjoyed the experience and have started private lessons.  

Our extra curricular groups started out with our opening school liturgy followed by our 
annual Pilgrimage Kick-Off assembly where they performed an excellent rendition of 
“Marching On” by One Republic.  Students provided the music for the Pilgrimage Mass 
held at Market Square.  These performances featured our talented house and jazz bands 
as well as our choir.  

Our students then started work on our annual Christmas Concert and Roadshow.  Students 
showed excellent dedication to this project and our performances were a great success as 
a result.   Students finished off the semester with our Christmas Liturgy.   

As the semester ends, we are looking forward to our upcoming performances in the 
community at M&M Meat Shops and Music City as well as a possible Spring Show.  More 
details to follow.
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Phoenix Ski Club
Mr. M. Jenkins

Here we go again....another winter of skiing for our Ski Team at Holiday Valley in 
Ellicottville, New York.

Every Friday sees one hundred of our finest, and six chaperones, hit the slopes of Western 
New York.  Our visits started on January 6 and will continue each Friday night in January 
and into February.  The weather needs to co-operate a little better as this warm weather 
el-Niño system seems to be fighting us tooth-and-nail. Imagine that, we actually want the 
cold stuff to come!  Our motto, ”The more snow, the more fun!” 

Let’s hope everyone has an enjoyable and safe ski season, and remember, ”THINK 
SNOW!”

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Mr. Jenkins at:
905-380-2734

Reach Squad
Mrs. Van Kralingen

Another exciting season has begun for the School Reach Squad coached by Mrs. Cheng, 
Mrs. Casburn and Mrs. Van Kralingen.  For those who do not know, Reach members 
compete in squads of 4 against the other Catholic schools, testing their knowledge of 
all kinds of trivia.  Reach players are divided into two age groups: intermediates who 
are in grades 9 and 10, and seniors who are in grades 11 and 12.  We are extremely 
excited about this year’s team, as this is our biggest group ever with four intermediate 
teams and two senior teams eagerly awaiting our first tournament.  Below is this year’s 
tournament schedule. Please note that two of the tournament dates have been recently 
changed to accommodate other activities at those schools.  These are the last two dates 
in bold type.

        Date                                    Location
                           Thursday, February 9        Denis Morris
                           Thursday, February 16        Saint Paul
                           Thursday, February 23        Saint Michael
                           Thursday, March 1        Notre Dame
                           Wednesday, March 7        Lakeshore Catholic
                           Tuesday, March 20        Blessed Trinity

The top 4 teams from the league will be invited to compete in the final round robin 
tournament held at Holy Cross on Wednesday, March 28th.  We are hoping one or more 
of our teams will be in this final tournament.  The coaches would like to wish the team the 
best of luck this year.  Go Phoenix!!!!
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Co-curricular News
Girls Hockey
Mr. N. Preiner, Ms J. Fendo, Ms S. Weigert 

The Varsity Girls Hockey Team is off to a strong start this season.  In November the team 
went to the 30th MacDonald’s Girl’s Tournament, held in Niagara Falls, to defend their 
championship.  After three wins in pool play, defeating: Holy Cross 2-1, St. Mikes 5-0 and 
Lakeshore Catholic 8-1, they played Denis Morris in the finals and had a convincing 4 to 0 
victory to win their second consecutive Macdonald’s Tournament.  A second tournament 
in Grimsby saw the team advance out of pool play action and take on Nelson in the semi-
finals. Unfortunately the girls came up a little short and were defeated 3-0, but played a 
strong game and proved to themselves they can be competitive at the Provincial level. 

To date, in regular season play, they have a 4 wins 3 loss record, but have played under-
manned all season.  In February the team looks forward to finishing the regular season 
and defending their city championship. With losing last year in the SOSSA final to E.L. 
Crossley, we will work hard toward a birth to this years OFSAA Championships. 

The team consists of Ally Riganelli, Kelsey Fish, Sydnie Fiocca, Sarah Galway, 
Leah Harman, Alessandra Peters, Jessica Walsh, Erin Brown, Shannon Galway, 
Kiersten Craig, Cailee MacDougal, Sara Tritchew, Abbey Morris, Taylor Morris and 
Goaltenders Selena Aita and Rachel Philip.

The coaching staff wish the girls success in the second half of the season.
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Senior Football
Mr. J. Cukierski

For a second consecutive year, St. Francis ran separate junior and senior boys football 
programs.  Predicted to be very competitive, the senior boy’s football team did not disappoint 
and finished in second place with an impressive 5-1 record.  The only loss this season 
was to arch-rival Holy Cross, under the lights and rain, by a score of 21-19.  Redemption, 
however, would occur, but a month later.  First was the semi-final game vs. Centennial.  
It was a rematch of the mud bowl played at St. Francis a few weeks earlier.  The field 
conditions were much better though and Centennial showed up to play.  A close 7-0 game 
through three quarters finally saw the Phoenix pull away in the fourth quarter and win by the 
score of 21-0.  

Next was the opportunity for the aforementioned redemption vs. Holy Cross.  For the second 
consecutive season the stage was set for the AA championship: same location, same two 
teams, and the same records respectively, as last season.  This year though, the ending 
would be different.  It would have to be in order to get the proverbial monkey off the Phoenix’s 
back.  The game was somewhat close, nevertheless the Phoenix were in complete control.  
Smart play calling and strategic decision making by the coaches coupled with exceptional 
play on both sides of the ball led to a decisive victory and championship.  It is the school’s 
third football championship and second in the last six years.  

                                                                                                                         con't on next page....

Senior Boys Basketball
Senior Girls Basketball
Mr. P. Sullivan
 

Congratulations go out to the Senior  Boys Basketball Team who won the Meadville, PA 
Sertoma Holiday Classic Basketball Tournament over the holidays. The team defeated 
the host school 56-51 in a hard fought title game.  Special recognition goes to Thomas 
Lalande and Connor Dick, who were both awarded as all-stars.
 
This is the third tournament title for the team and they are also undefeated in league play. 
The current record is 18-2.

The Senior Boys and Girls Basketball Teams travelled to Orlando Florida to participate in 
the KSA Disney Classic Basketball Tournaments. The girls team won their first two games 
before falling in the final by two points. The boys lost their opening game but won the next 
two to capture the consolation championship.
 
Special thanks goes out to all players, parents and staff of St. Francis for their efforts in 
fundraising.  It was an incredible experience for the players and coaches and the behaviour 
of both teams was a great reflection of our school and all that it stands for.
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 Department News
FSF/International Languages
Mmm. Mauro-Marshall

The French and Italian classes have been extremely busy experiencing languages and 
culture.  The grade 9 and 10 French and Italian classes travelled to the St. Lawrence Market 
and City/TV. They saw first hand the benefits of studying and speaking another language, 
especially in a larger city such as Toronto. The tour of City TV/OMNI also showed the 
students how a second and even a third language are used on a daily basis in the actual 
workplace.

The Grade 11 and 12 French and Italian students also experienced languages and culture. 
The students travelled to the Ontario Science Centre to view the DaVinci exhibit. The 
students were able to examine, view, touch and explore the many experiments, artwork 
and models by of the very talented Italian artist.

Our French students were also able to see the movie Tin Tin at our local cinema. Tin Tin is 
a very French cartoon developed by the Belgian born Hervé. 

Our students will also be participating in the annual French/Italian/Spanish Public Speaking 
Contest which will be held at the end of March. Our grade 11 and 12 French students will 
also be participating in the annual Brock Niagara French Contest in April.
The Italian students will also be having a cultural day in the spring at the annual Brock 
Italian Day.
 
Our students taking the IDC 30 Italy/Travel course will be traveling to Italy on March 3rd for 
two amazing weeks of language, culture, history, art and amazing food.  The course runs 
from October to April and the students will receive an interdisciplinary or art credit after 
successfully completing the course.

Languages are alive and well here at St. Francis. True success comes with knowing a 
second and third language!

Swim Team
Ms D. Scull

Congratulations to all swim team members 
for an outstanding year of improvements.
Moving on to SOSSA in February are 
Jack Harold, Laura Sands, Olivia Austin 
and para-swimmers Alex Evans, James 
Brown and Brynmore Taylor-Kanary.
Best of luck to them as they strive to qualify 
for OFSAA in Etobicoke in March.

Coaches G. Barber and S. Jones would like 
to thank all of the players for their hard work 
and dedication this season.  They were an 
inspiring group of young men who played at 
the top of their game and left everything out 
on the field.  Special mention goes out to all 
the graduates on the team for their years of 
commitment to, and love for, the team.  The 
coaches are encouraging all current and 
prospective players to work out after school 
in the weight room so the team can achieve 
continued success for next season. 
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Special Education Department News
Mrs. P. Casburn

On December 16th, 2011, the Special Education Department hosted its annual Christmas 
Event for all Special Education Class high school students in the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board.  Over 150 members of the school board were in attendance.  The day was a 
great success for all students and staff members!

All students were able to make gingerbread houses and complete other Christmas artwork.  
They were treated to a wonderful concert, put on by our Phoenix Choir and Band led by Mr. 
De Angelis and Mr. Mancuso.  The Special Education Class students from each high school 
also prepared and performed a Christmas song or carol of their choosing. 

After the sing-along and lunch, the students danced up a storm!  Mr. Frank Napoli served 
as disc jockey, and between his song choices and student requests, the dance floor was 
never empty!

We look forward to seeing everyone again at next year’s event!

Big P3 Thank You!

P3 continues to be a source of support to many students throughout the year.  Our 
sincerest thanks to the Special Education class who bakes muffins three times a 
week, and to our dedicated tutors who share their time!
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 ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL GRADUATION      

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27, 2012 AT 6:00 P.M. AT NIAGARA COLLEGE, NOTL 
 

Keep this sheet in a handy place for reference to important dates! 
 

Graduation is the culmination of a student’s high school years and should be a happy and memorable event.  We are 
anxious to provide a program that our graduates will always remember and have arranged the following activities: 
(**Please note that these are the only school sponsored graduation activities.  ANY OTHER EVENTS ARE NOT 
SUPPORTED BY ST. FRANCIS AND WILL NOT BE CHAPERONED BY SCHOOL STAFF.**) 
      
REQUIREMENTS:  In order to participate in Graduation, each student must successfully complete 40 
hours of community service by May 11, 2012 and attain 30 credits (including Religion) by Friday, June 22, 
2012.  Failure to satisfy these requirements will exclude the student from the Graduation exercises.  
 
GRADUATION RETREATS 
Each student will be expected to participate in a one-day school retreat on May 15th and The Board Grad Celebration 
which is tentatively scheduled for May 17th. 
 
GRADUATION REHEARSAL:   
Rehearsal for the graduation exercise to take place at Niagara College has been scheduled for WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 27th, 2012 AT 9:00 A.M.  ATTENDANCE AT REHEARSAL IS MANDATORY.  
 
GRADUATION EXERCISES:   
The Graduation exercises will be held at Niagara College, NOTL campus on Wednesday, JUNE 27TH AT 6:00 P.M.  
All graduates must be at Niagara College by 5:00 p.m. sharp. Each graduate will receive four guest invitations to the 
Graduation Exercises.   
 
GOWN PICK UP:   
Gowns must be picked up at Niagara College on Wednesday, June 27th, 2012 following the rehearsal. 
 
PICTURES:   
Each grad will receive one 11x14 class composite in a vinyl grad folder, one 5x7 diploma photo taken at graduation 
and one 5x7 prom photo taken at the dinner. 
 
GRADUATION DRESS FOR FORMAL EXERCISES:   
Both male and female graduates will wear academic caps and gowns.  Students must return the gown and stole but 
they may keep the cap and tassel.  Note: Failure to return the gown and stole immediately after the grad exercises will 
result in the student being responsible for the cost of the gown as established by the company. 
In order to participate in the graduation ceremonies, the dress code is as follows: 
Males: A shirt, tie, dress pants, socks and dress shoes.  Recommended black socks/shoes. 
Females: A dress, skirt/blouse or long dress pants and dress shoes. 
 
GRADUATION PROM DINNER AND DANCE:        
The graduation dinner and dance will be held on Thursday, June 28th at John Michael’s Banquet Facility.  Photos 
will be taken between 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. followed by dancing until 10:00 p.m.    
All graduates are responsible for acquiring their own appropriate attire for the graduation prom.  This attire is not 
included in the graduation fee.  
It will be necessary for non-graduates accompanying graduates to pay a $50.00 fee by May 25th, 2012. 
A Graduation Dinner contract must be completed and submitted by all students attending the dinner. 
 
Students are not permitted to leave the hall during the evening.  Students found to be under the influence of 
alcohol/drugs will be removed from the hall and a call to the parent will be made to pick up the student. 
 
FEES:   
Graduates must pay a fee of $170.00. These payments cover the academic gowns and caps, invitations, certificates, 
programs, pictures, graduation prom and dinner, and the grad retreat.  Please pay Mrs. Conway in Student Services 
as soon as possible.  The Graduation Dinner contract must accompany your payment. 
 

THE GRADUATION FEE IS DUE April 5th, 2012 
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FEBRUARY
Wednesday, February 1
College Applications Due

Exam Review Day
Second Semester Starts -- Special Schedule

Wednesday, February 8 - Friday February 10
Grade 11 and 12 Reconcilliation

Thursday, February 9
Final Reports Sent home

Thursday, February 16
SF Catholic School Council Meeting

Monday, February 20
Family Day Holiday

Tuesday, February 21
Shrove/Fat Tuesday

Wednesday, February 22
Ash Wednesday

Lent Begins

Thursday, February 23
Grade 9, 10, 11 Math Contests

Spec Ed trip to St. Mike's 9:30-1:30

Monday, February 27
Pro Life Speaker

MARCH

Tuesday, March 6
Markbook Report -- Early Warning

Friday, March 9 - Friday, March 16
March Break!

Thursday, March 22
SF Catholic School Council Meeting
Parent-Teacher-Student Conference

Thursday, March 29
Provincial Literacy Test

Grade 11 Retreat (off capus)

Friday, March 30
Lent Ends
APRIL

Sunday, April 1 - Saturday, April 7
Holy Week

               Palm Sunday (April 1st)

Friday, April 6
Good Friday

Sunday, April 8
Easter Sunday

                      Monday, April 9
                       Easter Monday

Wednesday, April 11
Grade 12 Math Contest

Thursday, April 12
Spec Ed Trip to Holy Cross 9:30 - 1:30

Sunday, April 15
Divine Mercy Sunday

Tuesday, April 17
End of Term One

Thursday, April 19
Easter Mass 10:00 a.m.

SF Catholic School Council Meeting

Friday, April 20
Casual Dress Day -- Ronald McDonald House

Thursday, April 26
Grade 7 and 8 Dance

Midterm Reports Sent Home
SF Invitational Boys Soccer Tournament

Friday, April 29
Casual Dress Day

SF Invitational Boys Soccer Tournament

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS


