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April is a time of renewal, in many senses of the word. The rains renew 
our fields and wash away the evidence of winter. Jesus’ resurrection 
is another sign of renewal in our Catholic faith.

As we continue in the Easter season, we thank God for our many 
blessings and ask that we continue to have the strength, stamina 
and focus to continue our mission of living the Gospel values as a 
Catholic Secondary School community.

Mid-term reports have been sent home with students and we ask 
parents to review the status of their child’s progress in their various 
courses. Please contact your child’s teacher or teachers if you have 
any questions or concerns pertaining to your child’s progress in their 
courses.

Please note that a number of relevant activities will be taking place 
at Saint Francis in the coming months, including Catholic Education 
Week, May 5th-9th.

There will a board “Graduation Celebration” on Thursday, May 15th. 
This is an opportunity for all of our Niagara Catholic District School 
Board students to come together and celebrate the completion of 
their Catholic high school journey. 

The Grade 9 EQAO Math Assessment will be conducted on 
Wednesday, June 11th and Thursday, June 12th.

Saint Francis will be holding a “Relay for Life” on the evening of 
Friday, June 13th and into the morning hours of Saturday, June 14th. 
This event is designed to raise awareness and funds for cancer and 
cancer research.
 
Final Exams will run from Wednesday, June 18th to Tuesday, June 
24th.

     Graduation Exercises will take   
     place at the Niagara-on-the-Lake
     campus of Niagara College
     (Glendale) on Wednesday, June
     25th at 6:00 p.m. and the prom will
     be at Jon Michaels’ Banquet Hall

in Thorold on Thursday, June 26th.

May God continue to bless the
Saint Francis community as we

 progress toward the year-end 
activities.

                                 
Paige Au was the recipient of the University 
of Toronto Book Award in recognition of her 
scholastic and community achievements.
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Chaplain’s Report
Mr. P. McGuire

As the month of April arrives so does the hopeful feeling of the Easter Resurrection.     

In the weeks leading up to Easter, several students attended mass at St. Alfred’s and Star of 
the Sea Parish. We held reconciliation service for our senior grades, and during Holy week, we 
celebrated the passion and resurrection with a dramatic interpretation of John’s Gospel, presented 
in the Gymnasium with the help of our choir and tech crew. 

As we conclude the month of April we begin to prepare for Catholic Education Week, which will 
include a school mass that will be held simultaneously with Catholic Schools across the province.  
Also, daily prayer services will be held in our chapel.  Recognizing that our Catholic Faith is a 
gift we are fortunate to be able to celebrate, we continue to be thankful for the gift of Catholic 
Education.

Catholic School Council
Mrs. MJ. Au
Hello and greetings from your Catholic School Council.   We have been busy this spring and are 
honoured to represent the parents for another school year.   We participated in several discussions 
in regards to the new uniform items and were pleased to provide feedback on behalf of the CSC.  
We were happy to provide some refreshments for the interview night in early April.   Plans are 
now underway for the Grade 12 graduation luncheon in May and for the graduation exercises 
taking place at Niagara College on June 25th.  We will be selling gently used uniform items on 
June 26th from 6-8 p.m.   If your family has anything to donate to the sale we would be grateful 
as the proceeds from the sale directly benefit the initiatives the CSC supports throughout the 
school year.   I would like to welcome any parents or guardians who would be interested in joining 
the CSC to contact me as we are always looking for new members.   I hope you are all enjoying 
Spring and are pleased with the efforts and accomplishments your children have made so far this 
school year.   

ART IN THE PARK 2014
A night to celebrate music, drama, & fine art -- Formerly known as The 
Sidewalk Chalk Festival
Ms. T. Lambert

Our festival will be held Wednesday May 28th from 6-8 p.m. (rain date, Monday 
June 2nd).  Guests will be asked to bring a $1.00 entry fee.  Guests will have a 
culture filled evening perusing the chalk masterpieces on the pavement (the 
back parking lot) listening to live entertainment (musical & dramatic) from 
our open stage (the back patio) enjoying delicious refreshments while seated 
in our cafe or the row seating located on our lovely green space (the back 
field).

The Art students from Saint Francis C.S.S. will be hosting this Art Festival 
project.  Our objective is to advocate the arts within our community as 
well as our interconnectedness with the Third World.  All proceeds will be 
donated to our Annual Pilgrimage fundraiser for Haiti.  We have invited our 
local community, our own Saint Francis students, and our Niagara Catholic 
Elementary feeder schools. All ages welcome!  

Please accept this personal invite to join in our festivities. Hope to see you 
there!
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STUDENT COUNCIL 
Mrs. M. Wall, Mrs. A. Scala
Student Council has been busy since the start of second semester working behind the scenes of 
the school.  On Valentine’s Day, students arrived at school to see the front foyer decorated with 
hearts with the names of every student and staff member – that’s over 800 hearts!  In addition, we 
began the Lenten season by cooking up a delicious pancake and sausage breakfast for the whole 
school.  Other Lenten events included a prayer service in the chapel where it was wonderful to 
spend some time in reflection.  Thank you to our chaplain, Mr. McGuire for helping us coordinate 
the prayer service.   Student Council continued the connection with Gillian’s Place.  This was our 
fourth year putting together Easter baskets full of chocolates and toys for the children who stay 
at Gillian’s Place.  On April 25th, five of our Student Council members attended the Mayor’s Youth 
Advisory Committee’s Annual Forum.  The theme of the Forum this year was Mental Health for 
Teens.  Our students had the opportunity to develop professionally with other student leaders, hear 
from some interesting key-note speakers regarding social issues, and participate in discussion 
groups about the importance and power of the student voice, specifically within St. Catharines. 

In May we look forward to attending the Student Senate’s Annual Leadership Symposium.  In 
addition, Student Council is excited about holding elections at the end of the month. If you are 
interested in serving on council in 2014/2015, please see a student council member or advisor. 

They have travelled to Denis Morris 
Catholic Secondary School, Saint Paul 
Secondary School and Lakeshore Catholic 
Secondary School, in order to participate 
in various Special Education events. They 
will be going to Blessed Trinity Secondary 
School in early May in order to participate 
in Blessed Trinity’s Drum Cafe event.   In 

addition, our students have 
gone on several bowling 
outings throughout this 
school year. 
 
Our department will 
undergo a change for the 
remainder of this school 
year.  Ms. Fazzalari, one of 
our Educational Resource 
Teachers, has taken on 
a new job at the Catholic 
Education Centre.  She 
will be working on a new 
initiative for our school 
board.  We will miss Ms. 
Fazzalari, but we know 

that she will be sharing her 
knowledge and expertise in her new role 
within the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board.  We all wish her well in her new 
endeavor!   Ms. Diana Di Paolo will be taking 
over for Ms. Fazzalari for the remainder 
of the school year.  Ms. Di Paolo comes 
to Saint Francis with various experiences 
within the Niagara Catholic District School 
board.  Welcome Ms. Di Paolo! 

Special Education Department 
Report 
Mrs. P. Casburn
The start of the second semester has been very 
busy for the Special Education Department. 
Individual Education Plans (I.E.P.s) for the 
second semester have now gone home for all 
of our students.  Parents are 
reminded that these remain 
as “draft” documents until 
the end of the semester.  
Parents are encouraged 
to call any of our Special 
Education teachers if they 
would like to discuss their 
child’s I.E.P. or would like 
to discuss their child’s 
progress to date.  Provincial 
Mid-Term Report Cards are 
going home shortly.  This 
is a great time to discuss 
your child’s progress in his 
or her classes.

Our Special Education 
Classroom has ten students this year, and they 
are all very busy working on their respective 
programs.  Our Special Education Classroom 
students and Peer Tutors continue to bake 
muffins for our P3 program each week. Some 
of our students are at Co-op placements, 
while others are experiencing different classes 
within Saint Francis.  So far, our students have 
gone on several noteworthy outings.
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ECOSCHOOLS 
Mrs. A. Lucchetta
Our Ecoschools Club has been busy promoting initiatives that are continuing to educate and 
create environmental awareness for the students at Saint Francis.  Our latest community project 
was a tremendous success.  The task that was brought to our attention was to collect used 
batteries in order to help decrease the large number that are disposed of improperly and left 
in landfills to further deteriorate our planet.  In addition to proper disposal, any funds raised 
through the proper recycling of these batteries will go directly to support The Hotel Dieu Shaver 
Rehabilitation Centre.  What started out as a friendly school-wide class competition, turned into an 
overwhelmingly successful endeavor!  With the remarkable support of the students and staff, the 
Ecoschools Club was able to collect over 11,000 batteries for proper recycling which translated to 
$220 for The Hotel Dieu Shaver Rehabilitation Centre.  Not only was our club able to shed some 
light on the importance of stewardship, but we were also able to assist an important facility that 
does so much for so many individuals in our greater community.

April has been a busy month for our club.  We kick started Earth Month with our Annual Earth Hour 
energy reduction initiative.  We organized a school-wide event which aimed to create awareness 
about climate change and of people taking responsibility towards a sustainable future by turning 
the lights off.  In addition to this, we also planned a successful bake sale to raise funds for future 
greening projects around the school.

Act in solidarity! The Community Clean Up and our Adopt a Street Program will also be in full 
swing as the weather warms.  Any students willing to participate to help tidy up the school grounds 
will be allotted community service hours.  It’s a great initiative to get involved with!
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FSF/International Languages
Mmm. M. Marshall
The second semester is well on its way to being quite eventful for our students at Saint Francis.  A 
group from our IDC 30 Italy Course has just returned from two amazing weeks in Italy.  The group 
studied the history, language, culture, and art in this beautiful country.  Plans have already started 
for next year’s trip and course.  There will be an information meeting in June and again in early 
September for this worthwhile course, which is offered through continuing education.

Eleven of our bilingual students participated in the 18th Annual French/Italian/Spanish Public 
Speaking Contest held on March 26th at Club Roma.  The students delivered speeches in either 
French/Italian/Spanish to a group of judges.  The contest is open to all students within the NCDSB 
secondary schools.  Congratulations to all the participants who did very well in their respective 
categories but especially to Thelson Bigugu who won 2nd in the FSL Plus category.

The grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 students travelled to Toronto to visit and explore the St. Lawrence 
Market and to tour City TV.  The students experienced first hand the importance of having more 
than one language in today’s changing society.  Also, the grades 11 and 12 students will be 
participating in the Annual Brock-Niagara French Contest on May 7th.  

The Language Department is always on the go.  We are trying to show our students the importance 
of languages in our community, our country, and our world.  This is for a better future.

A Note from the music department
Mr. F. Mancuso, Mr. S. DeAngelis
Semester two is up and 
running and our students 
are progressing quite well.  
Our grade 9 and 10 guitar 
classes are filled with many 
students who are learning 
guitar for the very first time.  
They have already covered 
notation and chording and 
are now learning how put 
songs together in a group 
setting that involves chording 
and lead playing.   The results 
are amazing!

Our senior guitar and 
instrumental classes are 
working on further developing 
their skills on their instruments 
and are being exposed to 
a variety of styles of music 
from funk, rock, jazz and of course pop.  We are currently studying 
the works of jazz legends Kenny Burrell and Jaco Pastorius as 
well as amazing groups such as Chicago, Tower of Power and the 
legendary Stevie Wonder!   Our Grade 12 students are learning 
how to arrange songs for a group setting as well as jazz soloing.  
Their work ethic and passion for music is exceptional!

Dario Turchi, Gavino Oresta
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Finally, our grade 10 instrumental students are learning how to play horn instruments and keyboard 
for the first time.  Although the journey of learning a new instrument can be challenging, students 
have managed to persevere when working on difficult material.  They should be proud of their 
accomplishments.  Many students have shown great promise on horns and keyboard.  They are 
always encouraged to practice at home.

All classes will soon start working on their final ISU which will involve arranging songs for group 
performances.  It is our favourite time of the year as we see students put into practice all that they 
have learned throughout the course of the semester. 
 
Our choir and house bands have been very busy as well.  They have performed at our Ash 
Wednesday and Holy Thursday prayer services and have had great reviews for their execution of 
new song selections! 
 
Our house band and a few select singers Maria Malik, Hanna Dyl and Richelle Godoy were 
selected to play at the Annual Bishops Gala which took place on April 12th.  The students did an 
amazing job providing over an hour and a half of dinner music which featured our jazz guitar trio 
Dario Turchi, Gavino Oresta and Sam Petrus as well as our keyboard players Alicia Pierog, 
Jennavieve Jawor, Anthony Mella and Julianna Collevecchio.  Our rhythm section of Jordan 
Prada on drums and Joe Ross on bass helped anchor our band during their amazing performance 
of U2’s Ordinary Love and Happy by Pharrell Williams.  We are so proud of our students who 
demonstrated great musicianship during this important event for our school.

As you can see, music is alive and well at Saint Francis.  We look forward to many other upcoming 
opportunities for your children to perform including the Sidewalk Chalk Festival on May 28th, our 
Annual Grad Retreat at Balls Falls, as well as our Easter and Closing School Masses.  

Maria Malik, Richelle Godoy, Hanna Dyl

BACK ROW: Jordan Prada, Joseph Ross, Anthony Mella, Dario Turchi, Gavino 
Oresta, Sam Petrus FRONT ROW: Alicia Pierog, Hanna Dyl, Maria Malik, Richelle 
Godoy, Julianna Collevecchio, Jennavieve Jawor 
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MAY

Sunday, May 4 - Saturday, May 10
 CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK

Wednesday, May 7
Buddy Day

Baseball Tournament -- Community Park
Province-wide Mass

Thursday, May 8
Connect Conference

Student Leadership Symposium

Friday, May 9
Out of Uniform Day 

Tuesday, May 13
Grad Retreat at Balls Falls

Thursday, May 15
NCDSB Graduation Celebration
Partners in Catholic Education

Monday, May 19
Victoria Day Holiday

Thursday, May 23
Markbook Reports

Wednesday, May 28
Art in the Park/ Sidewalk Chalk Festival 

Thursday, May 29
Graduate/Closing School Mass

Friday, May 30
Immunization Clinic -- Cafeteria

JUNE

Monday, June 2
Art in the Park -- Rain date

Tuesday, June 3
Youth Artists' Gallery

Wednesday, June 4 - Thursday, June 5
EQAO Math Prep 

Boy's AA OFSAA Soccer

Thursday, June 5
Younth Artists' Gallery

Friday, June 6 - Saturday, June 7
Boy's AA OFSAA Soccer

Monday, June 9 - Friday, June 13
French/Italian Oral Examinations 

Monday, June 16 
Markbook Report

Faith Fair

Thursday, June 19 - Tuesday, June 24
EXAMS

Friday, June 14
Recognition Day

Casual Dress Day

Wednesday, June 25
Exam Conflict Day

Graduation at Niagara College NOTL 
Campus

Thursday, June 26
Prom -- John Michael

Friday June 28
PA Day

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS


