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St. Francis Catholic Secondary School                   

         Niagara Catholic District School Board

Miss M. LaGrotteria, Principal
Mr. B. Atamanyk and Mr. M. Diamond, Vice Principals

541 Lake Street, St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4H7
(905)646-2002 Phone (905)646-1452 Fax

CONGRATULATIONS
to ADAM BURTNIK

winner of the 
CATCH THE SPIRIT AWARD!

This recognition goes to a student who 
has demonstrated qualities in the following 
areas:

Catholic Leadership
Catholic Faith and Catholic School 

Philosophy
Family Commitment

School Community Relations
Involvement in School Affairs & Activities

Involvement in Community Activities
Commitment to a Difficult Task or Situation

High Degree of Academic Excellence

Adam will be recognized by the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board at a special 
gathering on Monday, May 4th at Blessed 
Trinity.  

By Mr. B. Atamanyk
It’s hard to believe that we are already at the 
mid-term point of Semester Two!

Just a few items to draw to your attention … 

Please mark your calendars with some of the 
key dates you will find within this newsletter.

Mid-term Report Cards will be sent home 
the week of April 20th.  Please review the 
achievement to date (marks were generated 
April 7th) in detail with your son / daughter 
discussing strengths and areas needing 
improvement, and possible next steps in 
the process of success.  Contact classroom 
teachers to discuss any concerns and possible 
action plans.  There will be two more Markbook 
Reports sent home with students on May 29th 
and June 18th.

We welcome several new teachers to the St. 
Francis community:  
- Mrs. Simona Davis joins our Math 
  Department to replace Mrs. Anita Cheng who 
  is on maternity leave; 
- Miss Amanda DiCarlo joins our Science 
  Department to replace Mr. Julio Candeloro 
  who is on leave; 
- Mr. Anthony DiPaolo joins our Business 
  Department replacing Mr. Jenkins who is on 
  leave. 
- Mr. Len Stack joins our Student Services 
  Department replacing Mrs. Sonya (Milkovich) 
  Labrovic who is also on maternity leave; and 
  Miss Stacy Karolyi joins our Arts Department. 

On behalf of the entire staff, we wish you a 
wonderful Easter season and we look forward 
to the final quarter of the school year which 
includes our stage production “Little Shop of 
Horrors”, as well as many athletic and
co-curricular activities! 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
COUNCIL MEETING

All parents and guardians are
invited to join us for our

next meeting on
Thursday, May 21st, 2009
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK
Sunday, May 3th to Friday, May 8th

" Good News For All   "
Throughout our school community during 
this week our classes  will be celebrating the 
affirmation and the challenge of  Romans 
10:15:

How beautiful are the feet of those
\who bring good news!

Some highlights of the week:
Monday, May 4th 
• Grade 7 Education Week Mass
  at St. Denis Church,  music ministry provided by 
  St. Francis Choir
Tuesday, May 5th 
• Chris Padgett, a well received speaker on faith in 
  today’s culture, will be speaking to St. Francis 
  students.  Anyone interested in hearing Chris is 
  welcome to join us.
Wednesday, May 6th 
• Easter Mass, celebrated by Fr. Walton
• Activities by Ms Frendo’s Business class to raise 
  funds for St. Marc School, Haiti
• Grade 10 Religion students will be going to 
  associate schools to present religion lessons 
  focusing on Jesus’ parables and the theme
Daily
• Morning prayer each day will focus on a different 
  aspect of the theme, plus a school-wide trivia 
  challenge will take place through the week

Please pray for our community during Catholic 
Education Week, that we will be drawn closer to 
God through the message of the Gospel!

Christ is risen, alleluia, alleluia!
May your family experience
the joy of  the resurrection

during this
Easter Season!

        
    Front Row:
       Sarah Shaw and Dan Szopinski
    Middle Row:
       Genevieve Sinclair, Marissa 
       Thompson and Carolyn Strum
   Back Row:
       Emma Westley

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
By Mrs. K. Phelan-Savage
It is almost show time!  After months of rehearsal, 
everything is coming into place.  Technical crews 
are being gathered, the musicians and actors are 
putting the finishing touches on their performances, 
and the Art Club has outdone themselves once 
again!  After weeks of construction and sewing until 
their fingers were numb, the amazing Audrey II, a 
man-eating plant, is ready to be transported to the 
theatre.

Set in the 1960’s on Skidrow, the musical is about a 
young florist shop employee, Seymour (Paul Dyck), 
who is able to nurse a sickly, “otherworldly” bud to a 
healthy thriving plant (Joe Okon) once he discovers 
that it requires a very unusual food source.  Along 
the way, Seymour is adopted by his “slavedriving” 
boss (Andy Cameron) and falls in love with his 
co-worker, Audrey I (Cassandra DiFruscio), whose 
boyfriend is a sadistic dentist (Colin Donnelly).  
With narration by residents of Skidrow ( Elli Kuba-
rakos, Emma DeMontbrun, and Haley Turnbull), a 
strong chorus of characters (Joelle Bolton, Deanna 
Cappelli, Mara Cappelli, Kristin Daoust, Megan 
Lake, Jordan Lidgett, Zachary Murphy, Andre Riel, 
Rory Vandenbrink), and a cameo performance by 
Adam Burtnik as the patient (played by Bill Murray 
in the movie version), this show is sure to please.  

Don’t miss out on an opportunity to see Little Shop 
of Horrors, April 23th to 25th at the Mandeville The-
atre, Ridley College.  



H

O

M

E

O

F

T

H

E

P

H

O

E

N

I

X

VOLUME 3, April 2009

SCHOOL COUNCIL SPRING NEWS
By Mrs. P. Rempel, Chair
The end of another school year is quickly approach-
ing.  I would like to thank all individuals who par-
ticipated on School Council and contributed their 
time to various aspects we are involved with.  I look 
forward to working with you next year.  Mid-term 
report cards are being forwarded home with this 
newsletter.

School Council has formed a 2009 Graduation 
Committee.  The graduation ceremonies will take 
place on Wednesday, June 24th and we will require 
assistance to set up and prepare for a reception 
afterwards.  Please contact Sue Conway in Student 
Services at extension 2143 if you are able to help.

Our next Nearly New Uniform Sale will be held on 
Thursday, June 25th from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
cafeteria at St. Francis.  Students who have out-
grown their uniforms and graduates are reminded 
that we would appreciate the donation of your “used 
uniforms” at the end of the school year.  Please 
drop them off at the main office.  Many thanks are 
extended to Roxanne Daoust, Sue Hendriks and 
our Special Education Department for mending and 
cleaning uniforms and for organizing this sale for 
our students.

We extend a warm welcome to any new members 
who would like to join us for our final School Council 
Meeting of the year on Thursday, May 24th, at 6:00 
p.m. in the staff room. 

NIAGARA REGIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH
Did you know?
- smoking anywhere on school property including 
  sitting inside a vehicle could cost you $305
- selling, supplying or sharing cigarettes or other 
  tobacco products with anyone under 19 can 
  result in a minimum fine of $365

This Law applies to:
Everyone:  staff, students, parents and visitors
Anytime:  24/7
Anywhere: Including school parking lots, cars in 
parking lots, sports fields, driveway or courtyard

The Smoke-Free Ontario Act is designed to reduce 
the number of youth who start smoking and to 
protect Ontarians from second-hand smoke.

Keep the law and protect yourself!
Questions?

Call the Tobacco Hotline
(905)688-8248 or

1-888-505-6074, Ext. 7393

FROM THE CHAPLAIN'S DESK ....
By  Ms D. McCaffery
A few highlights from second semester:
• Our Ash Wednesday Liturgy was celebrated on 
  Wednesday, February 25th, with special thanks to 
  our music ministry for enhancing our worship.
• Reconciliation was celebrated with Grade 11 and 
  12 students in March.  Our thanks to Msgr. Leo 
  Clutterbuck, Fr. Walton, Fr. Basque, Fr. Fernback, 
  Fr. Kessete, Fr. Gillen, Fr. Curley and Fr. Vickers 
  who were present to hear confessions.
• Stations of the Cross were prayed as a school 
  community during Holy Week.  Special thanks 
  to Mrs. Phelan-Savage’s drama class for their 
  meaningful presentation and to Mr. Mancuso, Mr. 
  DeAngelis and our school choir for their beautiful 
  music.
• Grade 10 Retreats took place February 11, 12, 
  17 and 20 for those students who are taking 
  religion 
  second semester.
• Development & Peace Workshop:  Leah 
  Macdonald, Kristin Daoust, Kira Lohnes and Sam 
  Gurczenski attended this workshop on February 
  18 to learn more about the D & P education 
  initiative on Mining in developing countries.  They 
  prepared an effective presentation for all religion 
  classes during Holy Week.
• Grade 11 Retreats took place on March 24, 26 
  and 31 for those students who are taking religion 
  second semester.
• Carmela Cuizon, Kim Maltman and Philip Ross  
  represented St. Francis at the Annual Mass for 
  Life celebrated at the Cathedral of St. Catherine 
  on the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25th.

And yet to come…
• Grad Retreat will take place on May 20 at Balls 
  Falls.  Our special guest speaker will be Neil 
  MacCarthy, Communications Director for the 
  Diocese of Toronto.  Pray for sunshine!
• Our Easter Mass will be celebrated by Fr. Peter 
  Walton on Wednesday, May 6th. 
• Year End Mass will be celebrated on June 3rd 
  with special recognition of our graduates.

Thank You
to Ozzie Mucciarelli

AVONDALE STORES,
located at 282 Linwell Road,

St. Catharines for his
continued support through
Nevadaman ticket sales.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY
COMMITTEE (SEAC)
Niagara Catholic District School Board Website
The Special Education Advisory Committee 
(S.E.A.C.) of the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board is made up of Association Representatives 
and Trustees whose role is to support students with 
diverse needs and their families.

The Committee makes recommendations to 
the Board with regards to any matter relating 
to educational programs and services to be 
implemented in schools for our students.

All parents are welcome to attend the monthy 
meetings and learn about different programs and 
supports that are available in special education.

Meetings are held at the Catholic Education Centre, 
427 Rice Road, Welland, Ontario at 7:00 p.m. on 
the first Wednesday of the month.  In the case of a 
holiday, it would be held on the second Wednesday.

If you are unable to attend the meetings and wish 
further information, please visit our website at www.
niagaracatholic.ca under Student Support Services, 
Special Education Advisory Committee or contact 
your school Principal who will provide you with a list 
of representatives and their contact information. 

S.E.A.C. continuously strives to ensure that the 
rights of students with diverse learning needs are 
being met both at the elementary and the secondary 
level, as well as serving as a resource for parents of 
these children.

For further information there are two links:
www.seac-learning.ca; and www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/
general/elemsec/speced/speced.html . 

The Special Education Advisory Committee is 
currently reviewing its Special Education Plan, 
located on the Board website, and is inviting public 
input.  Please forward any suggestions to the school 
Principal or Marcel Jacques, Program Officer, 
Student Support Services at (905)735-0240 Ext. 170 
or by e-mail to marcel.jacques@ncdsb.com . 

STUDENT COUNCIL
By Mrs. Wall and Mrs. Scala
Student Council has been busy since the start 
of second semester working behind the scenes 
of the school.  In February we had our Dynamic 
Duo dance which was a huge success.  Some 
great “duos” included the man and woman from 
the American Gothic painting, and Howie Mandel 
with a Briefcase Model from “Deal or No Deal”. 
Thank you to all those students who came in 
costume.  We also handed out candy-grams to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day.  Finally, we began our 
Lenten journey by cooking up a delicious pancake 
breakfast for the whole school on Shrove Tuesday. 
This year every student enjoyed pancakes during 
the morning – which means we cooked up over 
1600 pancakes!  In addition, Student Council has 
taken on a few projects during Lent.  We have put 
together Easter baskets for the children of Gillian’s 
Place, completed many Random Acts of Kindness, 
and hidden Easter Eggs for students returning 
from the Easter Break.  In the coming months we 
look forward to attending two leadership confer-
ences and to selecting our members for next 
year’s Council.

Kim Maltman, Ariana Agnino,
Bryne-Lee Sorley and

Gillian's Place Staff Member

While you are proclaiming peace with your lips,
be careful to have it even more fully in your heart.

                                                  St. Francis of Assisi
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Check out
www.nutrition2009.ca

for energizing information, power 
tips and great recipes.

To work out an eating plan that
fuels your specific needs, look for
a registered dietician near you.

CONGRATULATIONS
AMANDA SCHENCK & NEXXICE
It may be only their third year of competition, but 
NEXXICE Jr. looked like veterans on Saturday, 
March 14th when they stepped on the ice in 
Switzerland to battle the world for a spot on the 
podium.  When the competition ended Saturday 
afternoon, the local team of 20 skaters based out 
of the Hamilton and Burlington figure skating clubs, 
wore silver medals around their necks. NEXXICE 
defeated 19 other teams from 15 countries including 
teams from The United States, Russia, France, 
Germany, Italy and Sweden en route to their silver 
medal.  But winning medals is nothing new for 
the team that has taken home medals at every 
competition it has entered this year. The team won 
gold in Italy at an international ISU competition 
and were named Canadian Champions earlier 
this month in Oshawa. They were also the highest 
ranked Canadian team at the world qualifier in 
Mississauga in January and took home silver 
medals earlier this year at a prestigious competition 
in Ann Arbor Michigan.  “It was an amazing 
week from start to finish.” said the team’s coach 
Trish Perdue-Mills in an e-mail from Switzerland 
yesterday. “The team stayed focused, confident 
and unified every step of the way.”  At the weekend 
competition, NEXXICE placed second in both the 
short and long programs with a total score of 184.82 
just behind the reigning world champions from 
Finland (186.88), with a large gap separating the 
top two teams from the rest of the pack. A second 
Finnish team placed third, eight points behind 
NEXXICE.

WIGS FOR KIDS
Wigs for Kids is a non-profit organization founded 
20 years ago.  Wigs for Kids helps children 
who have experienced hair loss as a result of 
chemotherapy, radiation treatment, alopecia, burns 
or through any other medical circumstances.  Each 
child receives a custom made hair replacement 
system constructed from thousands of hand tied 
strands of human hair, then shaped, cut and styled 
to fit the child’s head.  When children lose their hair 
it changes their appearance and that can drastically 
undermine their self-image and sabotage their self 
esteem.  We at Young Headz realize how important 
this is and want to do our part in helping these 
children.  On Sunday, April 19th, 2009 between 
11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., your child will be able to 
donate their hair for this great cause.  There will be 
“no charge” for the hair cut and the day will be filled 
with fun including prizes and snacks for all.

The child’s hair must be at least 10 inches long; 
it cannot be permed or color-treated.  All in 
attendance will be able to meet children in our 
community who have benefited from this program.  
Our vision is to provide a hair replacement 
system to any child who has lost hair.  It takes 
twelve ponytails to make a hair system.  For 
more information or to set an appointment for this 
amazing cause, please call (905) 641-9888.  Young 
Headz is located at Ridley Heights Plaza on Fourth 
Avenue, St. Catharines. 

The Serra Club of St. Catharines
will be hosting their

1st Dinner Dance /
Silent Auction

Friday May 15th, 2009
Club Italia

2525 Montrose Road
Niagara Falls, Ont.

Reception / Cash Bar: 5:30pm
Tickets $50 / Music DJ: Vincent Vescio
For tickets please contact Dino Sicoli 

(905 -835-8177) or e-mail at 
dino.sicoli@ncdsb.com . 

All proceed will go towards assisting
our local Seminarians! 
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HOWARD ASHMAN 
HOWARD ASHMAN 

St. Francis Catholic Secondary School
 Presents. . .

   

 Originally Produced at :

   

 Originally Produced by: 

   

Little Shop of Horrors is presented through special arrangement with MTI.

 All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. 

   

 Screenplay by:  

     

                 Mandeville Theater
 April 23rd,  24th,  & 25th 2009

   

ROGER CORMAN 
   

 CHARLES GRIFFITH 
   

 the WPA Theatre  (Kyle Renick, Producing Director) 
   

the Orpheum Theatre, New York City by the WPA Theatre, 

David Geffen, Cameron Mackintosh and the Shubert Organization 

   

 Based on the film by: 

   

 HOWARD ASHMAN 

   

 Book and Lyrics by: 
   

 Music by: 

   

 Cost:    

 $15 .00 Adults     

 $12 .00 Students & Seniors  

   

 ALAN MENKEN

   

 Show Time:    

 8:00 p .m.  
   

 TO PURCHASE TICKETS CALL SUZANNE YULE AT 905-646-2002 X 2305  

YOU WOULD MAKE A 
GREAT

FRESH AIR HOST!
It doesn't take much to be a host family 
for The Fresh Air Fund - just a little room 
in your heart and your home.  Many 
Fresh Air children have never left the 
streets of New York City.

"My host family taught me how to ride 
a bike and now they have a bike from 
me at their house!" remarked 11 year 
old Julio from Manhattan.  The Fresh Air 
fund is seeking more host families in the 
Niagara Region to open their homes to 
a New York city child for two weeks this 
summer.

Since 1877, The Fresh Air Fund's 
Friendly Town Program has brought 
more than 1.7 million young New Yorkers 
from low-income neighbourhoods to 
visit hundreds of suburban and rural 
communities throughout 13 northeastern 
states and Canada to explore the joys of 
country life.

Last year, close to 5,000 New York City 
children experienced the thrill of summer 
pastimes like roasting marshmallows 
over a campfire and flying kites in open 
fields.  Fresh Air host families can 
choose the gender and approximate 
age of their visitor.  First time Fresh Air 
children are between the ages of six and 
twelve.  Many families find their hosting 
experiences so rewarding that over sixty-
five percent of all children are reinvited 
to stay with host families year after year.  
Children can participate in the Friendly 
Town Program through age eighteen.

In 2009, the fund celebrates its 133rd 
summer of serving children with a 
wide variety of events and volunteer 
opportunities.  

For more information on how you can 
share the simple joys of summer with 
a city child, please contact Laura-Ann 
Morris at (905)835-2896 or
(905)941-2896, Eileen Lucas at 
(905)646-2046 or the Fresh Air Fund at 
(800)367-0003.  You can also visit The 
Fresh Air Fund online at
www.freshair.org .

LITTLE SHOP BAND
Back Row: Jake Vanderzwaag, Brian Rankin,

and Taylor Berce
Front Row:  Alicia Myers and Kelsey Rohaly
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Co-Curricular News
GIRLS HOCKEY 2008 / 2009
St. Francis Girls Hockey Team: Strong 
Foundation for Next Season
By Mr. D. McArthur
The St. Francis Girls Hockey Team had a good 
season.  We had three balanced lines, great 
defense and very good goaltending.  The girls 
finished second in their division, during the regular 
season, with a record of six wins, two losses and 
one tie.

In the playoffs, the girls advanced to the semi-finals 
against Holy Cross.  In the three game series, the 
girls won the first game, lost the second game in a 
shoot out, and played a final third game losing by 
one goal.  The girls put up a strong effort despite 
being short handed due to an injury suffered by 
Melanie Hildebrandt, a strong defensive player, as 
she broke her arm in the second game. 

The team is losing four Grade 12 student athletes 
who are moving on to new adventures:  Caro-
line Fabian (Captain), Nicole McMullin (Assistant 
Captain), Kalya Koshe (Assistant Captain), and 
Christina Galante were the heart of the team with 
amazing leadership on and off the ice. 

The defense was comprised of Caroline Fabian, 
Kayla Koshe, Taylor Delisio, Melanie Hildebrandt 
and Sevan Golding.  These girls played solidly all 
season and together with our goalie Katie Jarrell, 
contributed to one of the lowest goals against aver-
age in the entire league.

Our forwards consisted mostly of Grade 9’s and 
10’s:  Nicole McMullin, Christina Galante, Emily 
Rye, Emily Cornelius, Erin Brown, Jessica Walsh, 
Syndie Fiocca, Jennifer Lukasik, and Rachel De-
dinsky.  We hope to see all of you back next year 
taking with greater leadership roles. 

We want to thank the girls and their parents for the 
effort and time commitment during the season.  We 
look forward to a great season next year!

TRACK & FIELD
By Mr. G. Kanters
The track and field team started up on Tuesday, 
March 31st this year.  We will be practicing 
regularly from now until our first meet on May 
7th.  Coaches Ms. Markovich, Ms. Frendo and Mr. 
Kanters are looking forward to an exciting season. 

JR BOYS BASKETBALL
By Mr. M. Lucas
Congratulations to the Junior Boys Basketball 
Team on a very successful season. During League 
competition, the boys finished first overall with 
a record of  7 - 1.  This success continued into 
the playoffs where they captured the Zone 4 
championship with a 43 - 27 victory over Holy 
Cross in the final.  The boys advanced to SOSSA 
where they lost a tough semi-final game to A.N. 
Myer from Niagara Falls. In both tournaments and 
league play, the boys finished with an excellent 
overall record of  22 – 7.  Congratulations to the 
following boys who represented St. Francis this 
past season:
Cory Antogiovanni, Muse Bille, Cole Cheropita, 
Connor Dick, Allan Florez, Thomas Lalande, Mitch 
Plata, Michael Pavela, Will Olsthoorn, Josh Rempel 
and Nicholas Wittig.

BADMINTON
By Mr. J. Candeloro
What a fantastic year for Badminton participation 
this spring.  We had almost fifty students participate 
at the Grade 9 level, just over forty at the Grade 10 
level and almost forty at the Senior level (Grades 
11 and 12).  Students were happy to be out and 
were very patient about getting onto a court and 
showing their stuff.  Teams at all three levels 
have been picked and upcoming tournaments 
throughout the month of April will be sure to bring 
a high level of competition to the courts.  A special 
thank you to Mr. Alderson and Mr. Jenkins for 
helping to coach and organize gym times making 
things run as smoothly as they did.

ROWING
By Miss D. Aucoin 
Seventy athletes have taken to the water to 
represent St. Francis in many races in the 
upcoming season. We are proud of their 
commitment and their efforts during the 
demanding winter training sessions which began 
in late October. We had many students placing 
in the top ten at the Ontario Indoor Ergometer 
Championships. These student athletes have 
shown incredible strength and intelligence which 
will now pay off on Martindale pond. Many of these 
athletes rise at 4:30 a.m. to begin their day. Many 
balance work, drama, homework, and other sports 
or arts activities. We look forward to building on last 
season’s success. “Good luck, Phoenix!
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Department News
FSF / INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES
By Mrs. M. Mauro-Marshall
The FSF / International Languages Department has 
been quite visible and active at St. Francis.  Four of 
our students:  Jessica Hungerford-Hemming, Nicole 
Brodeur, Julia Smith and Felicia Kaup, along with 
fourteen other students from Notre Dame, Blessed 
Trinity and Saint Paul spend two glorious weeks in 
Italy.  These students are part of the IDC3M course 
offered through Continuing Education.  Every 
Thursday, they attended classes for two hours 
after school culminating their one hundred and ten 
hours in Italy in order to receive an interdisciplinary 
studies or art credit.  The students were exposed to 
the art, culture, history , language and way of life in 
Italy.  They visited Rome, Florence, Assisi, Siena, 
Padua and Venice.  This is an experience these 
students will never forget.

St. Francis students have also been listening to the 
Our Father and Hail Mary in a variety of different 
languages every Tuesday morning with the help of 
our Culture Club members.

The 13th Annual NCDSB French/ Italian/ Spanish 
Public Speaking Contest  that was held on Friday 
March 27th, 2009 at Club Roma was a huge 
success!  This board wide contest was represented 
by seven of our eight high schools with a total of 
eighty students competing in the various categories 
of second and third language acquisition.  St. 
Francis was proudly represented by : Rory 
VandenBrink, Elli Kubarakos, André Riel, Jennifer 
Fish , Noah MacCallum, Vanessa Zeoli, Mark 
Dano, Kira Lohnes and Haley Gaudet.

Special congratulations go to Elli Kubarakas who 
placed 1st in the Gr. 9/10 FSL Plus category,  Haley 
Gaudet who placed 1st in the Gr. 11 / 12 FSL 
Extended category, Mark Dano, who placed 2nd in 
the Gr.11/12 FSL extended category and André Riel 
who placed 3rd in the Gr. 9/10 FSL Core category.

Bonne Chance to Haley and Elli  who will be 
travelling to Glendon College in Toronto to deliver 
their speeches at the Provincial level.
A special thank you also goes to Melanie 
Hildebrandt, Michelle Colacarro, Julia Smith and 
Alissa Marano, who were timers, scorekeepers and 
moderators for the contest.

Always remember  MONOLINGUISM IS DEAD!!!!   
“ Vive les langues!”  Learning a second and third 
language is extremely important in our world today!

TECHNOLOGY SKILLS COMPETITION
By Mr. C. VanBakel 
St. Francis had many students compete in various 
categories at the 6th Annual Niagara Catholic Tech 
Skills Competition.  Our students worked tirelessly to 
showcase their skills in Automotive, Baking, Culinary 
Arts, Carpentry, Desktop Publishing, Photography, 
Video Production and Web Page Design.  
Congratulations to the following competitors who not 
only showcased their skills but were able to place in 
the top three out of twenty-four competitors in their 
respective categories:

WEB DESIGN - Gold
Kevin Gryp

TEAM CARPENTRY - Silver
David Donnelly & Kyle Krahn

Good Luck to Kevin Gryp and Ryan Needham 
who will advance  to the Provincial Competition in 
Waterloo on May 4th and 5th, 2009.

Thank you to Katie Fedchun, Daniel Szopinski, 
Harrison Cole, Kirsten Eaton, Kelsey Cirone, 
Dustin Barker,  Peter Colvecchia, Jesse Duplessis, 
Greg Marsh, Latifa Omar, Melissa Giancaterino, 
Stephanie Huggins, Alyx Moore, Chris O’Connor 
and Jesse Clarke, who showed their Phoenix 
pride but unfortunately did not place in their event.  
Congratulations to all competitors!

ENGLISH / LITERACY
By Mrs. D. Rozman
The Literacy test was written on Thursday, April 2nd.  
We wish our students every success.  I would like to 
thank all the teachers and members of the Literacy 
Committee who worked very hard marking practice 
tests and preparing students for this day.  In addition, 
the tremendous support of the Administration 
ensured that both the practice sessions and the test 
day were executed smoothly.  This year the Grade 
Nine Practise Literacy Test was run on the same day.  
Period 1, Grade 9 classes simulated the experience 
of the Grade 10 students by writing one practice test 
booklet.  These tests are marked by the Period 1 
teachers and a member of the Literacy Committee.  
Grade 9 parents will be provided with feedback by 
the end of April.  Grade 10 students will be notified of 
their results by early June.  I would especially like to 
acknowledge the ongoing work of Mrs. Hauber, our 
Success teacher and Mrs. Casburn and Mr. McArthur 
our Resource teachers.  Together, they made sure 
that the needs of all our students were addressed in 
a highly professional, caring way.  
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SPECIAL EDUCATION
By Mrs. P. Casburn
The Special Education Department has sent out 
its draft Individual Education Plans (IEP’s) for 
each student for the second semester.  As always, 
parents and guardians are invited and encouraged 
to offer suggestions for changes to the draft.   

The Intention Sheet process has now been 
completed for the 2009 / 2010 school year.  
Any parents or guardians who have questions 
about their children’s courses or pathways are 
encouraged to contact any member of the Special 
Education Department to discuss their children’s 
course selections for next year.

Any of the following members of the Special 
Education Department would be happy to discuss 
any questions or concerns about IEPs, course 
selections, or any other matters:  

Patricia Casburn, Program Chair of the Special 
Education Department and Educational Resource 
Teacher

Don McArthur, Educational Resource Teacher

Ernie Atalick, Special Education Classroom 
Teacher  

More Ways To SUCCEED 
In High School

A Guide For Parents and Students
www.Ontario.ca/MoreStudentSuccess 

How to Get Good Grades
in Ten Easy Steps

Step  1 - Believe in yourself.
Step  2 - Be organized.
Step  3 - Manage your time well.
Step  4 - Be successful in class.
Step  5 - Take good notes.
Step  6 - Know how to read a textbook.
Step  7 - Study smart.
Step  8 - Use test-taking strategies.
Step  9 - Reduce test anxiety.
Step 10 - Get help when you need it.

For academic assistance join us for P3 on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in the 
Library after school.

STUDENT SERVICES
Summer School 2009
By Mrs. L. Siuciak
(All Courses offered at Denis Morris.)

NEW CREDIT COURSES:  8:00 am – 2:30 p.m.  

Half Credits
July 6th to 17th (2 weeks)
CHV 20 - Civics

July 20th to 31st (2 weeks)
GLC 20 - Guidance and Career Studies

Full Credits
July 6th to 31st (4 weeks)
Physical and Health Education - PAF2O
Technological Studies - TGJ2O

UPGRADING:  July 6th to 17th (2 weeks)
(Student must have received at least 40%.)

Grade 9
ENG 1P English Applied
MFM 1P Math Applied
ENG 1D English Academic
MPM 1D  Math Academic

Grade 10
ENG 2P English Applied
MFM 2P Math Applied
GLC 2O Career Studies
CHV2O Civics
ENG 2D English Academic
MPM 2D Math Academic

Grade 11
ENG 3U  English University
ENG 3C  English College
MBF 3C  Math College
MEL 3E  Math Workplace
MCF 3M  Math University/College
MCR 3U  Math University

Grade 12
ENG 4U  English University
ENG 4C  English College
MCV 4U  Calculus
MDM 4U  Data
MAP 4C Math College

DSBN summer school information TBA.

Applications for Summer School will be available in 
Student Services; contact (905)646-2002 X 2143.

Please report your child's absence 
to the attendance office by

calling (905)646-2002 Ext. 2110
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MAY
Friday, May 1st

College Acceptance Confirmation Deadline
Out of Uniform Day

Friday, May 1st and Saturday, May 2nd
Wyandotte Regatta, Detroit

Saturday, May 2nd
Community Clean-up

Sunday, May 3rd to Friday, May 8th
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK

"Good News for All"

Monday, May 4th
Grade 7 Masses for Associate Schools

Catch The Spirit Awards

Tuesday, May 5th to Friday, May 8th
Grade 10 Lessons at

Our Associate Elementary Schools

Tuesday, May 5th
Guest Speaker: Chris Padgett

Staff Excellence

Wednesday, May 6th
Easter Mass
Buddy Day

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

2009 / 2010 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR
(Approved at the March 31, 2009 Board Meeting, pending Ministry approval.)
At the Board Meeting of March 31st, 2009 the Board approved a revised School Year 
Calendar for 2009 - 2010, pending Ministry approval.

The Elementary / Secondary School Year Calendar has a start date of September 8th, 
2009.  The calendar is posted on the Board’s website:
www.niagaracatholic.ca  (See the first item in the Latest News section on the front page). 

Check your e-mail for Spotlight within the next couple of days - the March 31st issue of 
Spotlight on Niagara Catholic will also feature an article on the Board approved calendar.  

To subscribe to the Niagara Catholic's e-Community, please go to:

http://www.niagaracatholic.ca/unsubscribe.php . 

NIAGARA CATHOLIC INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM
The Niagara Catholic International Cooperative 
Education (Co-op) program offers senior 
students the opportunity to extend classroom 
learning into supervised learning experiences 
in Guatemala. Students can earn six (6) 
credits: 4 of which are related to specific 
school subjects, one in-class geography 
credit and one in-class religion credit. 
Cooperative Education programs combine a 
placement component, which consists of a 
full-semester, full-day work placement in the 
classroom followed by a full time placement in 
Guatemala. Liability insurance and Workplace 
Safety and Insurance Board coverage is in 
place for all Cooperative Education students. 
The classroom component is based on pre-
placement sessions prior to attending “Camp 
Esperanza” in Guatemala. (called integration 
sessions) The pre-placement sessions will 
include health and safety training, a review of 
career opportunities and labour market trends, 
issues related to confidentiality, and work 
ethic. The placement component relies on a 
"Personalized Placement Learning Plan" to 
outline the practical application of the related 
course at a placement in the community. 
Additional student accident coverage is 
encouraged for all Co-op students.   Students 
who apply to the program will be reviewed 
by teachers, administrative staff and board 
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Friday, May 8th
McMaster Smiles for Kids Campaign

Community Service Hours Due

Sunday, May 10th
Mother's Day Regatta, St. Catharines

Thursday, May 14th
Class of 2009 Graduation Celebration

School Letter and Grad Information Sheets Due
Partners In Catholic Education Evening

Thursday, May 14th to Saturday, May 16th
Stotesbury Cup, Philadelphia PA

Friday, May 15th
Professional Activity Day

(Faith Day)

Saturday, May 16th and Sunday, May 17th
South Niagara Regatta, Welland

Monday, May 18th
Victoria Day Holiday

Wednesday, May 20th
Grad Retreat at Balls Falls

Thursday, May 21st
Baseball Zone Playoffs

School Council Meeting at 6:00 pm

Saturday, May 23rd
WOSSA (Western Ontario Secondary

Schools Athletics), London

Saturday, May 23rd and Sunday, May 24th
American Schoolboy Championships

Sunday, May 24th
Ridley Sprints, St. Catharines

Tuesday, May 26th
Special Board Meeting

(Accommodation Review Committee)

Friday, May 29th
Gr 11 World Religion Field Trip

Out of Uniform Day
Markbook Student Reports Sent Home

Friday, May 29th to Sunday, May 31st 
Canadian Championships, St. Catharines

JUNE
Friday, June 5th
Recognition Day
Spiritwear Day

Wednesday, June 10th
Board Retirement Dinner

John Michael Centre

Wednesday, June 10th to Friday, June 12th
Per 6 Assembly Timetable

EQAO Preparation and Exam Study

Thursday, June 11th
Past and Present Leaders

Monday, June 15th and Tuesday, June 16th
Gr 9 Math Assessment

Thursday, June 18th
Markbook Student Reports Sent Home

Friday, June 19th to Thursday, June 25th
Final Exams

Tuesday, June 23rd
Graduation Gown Pick 9:00 - 11:00 am

Graduation Rehearsal at
1:00 pm at St. Alfred's Church

Wednesday, June 24th
Graduation Exercises

6:00 pm at St. Alfred's Church

Thursday, June 25th
Nearly New Uniform Sale

6:00 to 7:30 pm at St. Francis
Graduation Prom

6:00 pm at Coppola's

Friday, June 26th and Monday, June 29th
Professional Activity Days

JULY
First Week In July

Final Provincial Report Cards Will Be
Mailed Home

AUGUST
Wednesday, August 26th 

Grade 9 Breakfast
Nearly New Uniform Sale

GRADUATES ... MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Graduation 2009 will take place on

Wednesday, June 24th at 6:00 p.m. at St. Alfred Church 
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PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT 
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WHAT IS PLAR?

PLAR is a process whereby students may obtain credits toward the Ontario Secondary School
Diploma for knowledge and skills that they have acquired outside of the classroom.
Students may challenge and earn a maximum of four credits for prior learning, including a
maximum of two credits in any one discipline.
Students’ prior learning is assessed and evaluated to determine whether they have met the 
provincial curriculum expectations in a specific course.   Current documents are available at 
www.edu.gov.on.ca
Students cannot challenge Transfer Courses, Locally Developed Courses, Religion Courses, 
Cooperative Education Courses, failed courses, multi-credit technological “emphasis course” or
courses for the purpose of upgrading.

HOW DO I APPLY FOR PLAR?
Students are responsible for initiating the challenge process, and for satisfying all of the 
performance requirements associated with the specific course challenged.
Secondary students currently enrolled in a NCDSB secondary day school may challenge a course
that is currently being taught in NCDSB.  Grade 10, 11 and 12 courses may be challenged in 2009. 
Students must submit reasonable evidence, along with the challenge application, as proof that they
are qualified to challenge for credit in a specific course.

WHAT IS CONSIDERED REASONABLE EVIDENCE FOR THE CHALLENGE
APPLICATION?

Portfolio of relevant work
Proof of successful relevant experience or independent learning
Videotape, audiotape, or CD-ROM with samples of relevant work

WHAT IF I TAKE THE CHALLENGE AND AM NOT SUCCESSFUL?
Unsuccessful challenges will not be reported for Grade 10 courses, but full disclosure applies to all
Grade 11 and 12 courses, as it does for regular acquisition. 

Key dates in the PLAR challenge process: 
May 4, 2009 – Orientation session for all potential applicants, parents/guardians, and community.
May 4, 2009 – PLAR Challenge applications available in secondary school Student Services Offices.
May 20, 2009 – Applications with appropriate documentation must be submitted by 4 p.m. to the 
school Student Services Office.
May 27, 2009 – Principal notifies successful and unsuccessful applicants.
June 3, 2009 – Appeals must be filed within 5 school days of notification.
June 10, 2009 – Final date for students and parents/guardians to confirm, in writing, that they are 
committed to undertake the challenge process.

The PLAR challenge process requires students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills 
through assessment procedures that include formal tests, portfolios, oral examinations, panel
interviews, oral presentations, simulations, case studies, task demonstrations, observations and 
product assessment and/or hours of classroom/assessment time during summer school. There is
no teaching component to this process.


