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By Mr. J. Whittard, Vice Principal
It was a great winter for ice rinks but we are 
embracing spring and enjoying all the sunshine that 
brightens our days and welcomes this wonderful 
season.  We are already at the mid-term point of 
Semester Two and we wonder where the time has 
gone.  St. Francis has been very active in numerous 
activities and spring reminds us that we are emerging 
from the solemn and reflective time of Lent into a 
blossoming and extremely busy Easter season. 

Mid-term parallels the road to the Stanley Cup in that 
a plethora of activity is upon us and this newsletter 
will outline the numerous activities that lead to the 
fruition of our productive year.  Please mark your 
calendars with some of the key dates you will find 
in our newsletter.  Enclosed  with this you will find 
your son / daughter’s Mid-term Report, a Calendar 
of Upcoming Events, NCDSB launch information 
regarding the new website and 50th Anniversary 
Diocesan activities.

It is important that you review the Mid-term Report 
Card in detail with your son / daughter and discuss 
strengths and areas needing improvement and 
possible next steps in the process of success.  
Please do not hesitate to contact classroom teachers 
to discuss any concerns and possible action plans.  
There will be two more Markbook Reports sent 
home with your son / daughter on May 26th and June 
18th, so please look for those in order to ensure all 
markers for success in your action plans are present.

Please surf the net at www.stfrancisphoenix.com 
in order to keep up to date with our Phoenix Flash 
(weekly activities and schedules) and also to reflect 
and visit our newsletter archive which stores past 
editions of this newsletter.  We welcome two new 
teachers to the St. Francis community:  Mr. Santoro 
joins our Social Studies Department to replace 
Mr. McAvoy who has been seconded to the local 
OECTA office and Mr. S. DeAngelis who joins our 
Social Science and Math Departments.  Both young 
men bring a wealth of talent and enthusiasm to 
our community and we look forward to your sons / 
daughters benefiting from their presence here.  We 
also wish Mrs. T. Cristelli all the best as she enters 
the world of motherhood this spring.

We look forward to the final quarter of the school year 
which was kicked off by a tremendous five show run 

CONGRATULATIONS
to NATALIE SPADAFORA

winner of the 
CATCH THE SPIRIT AWARD!

This recognition goes to a student who has 
demonstrated qualities in the following areas:

Catholic Leadership
Catholic Faith and Catholic School Philosophy

Family Commitment
School Community Relations

Involvement in School Affairs & Activities
Involvement in Community Activities

Commitment to a Difficult Task or Situation
High Degree of Academic Excellence

Natalie will be recognized by the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board at a special gathering on April 
28th at Holy Cross Secondary School.  

performers, tech crew, stage design and supporting 
cast that our fantastic staff members brought together 
to create such an enriching event.  Academic excel-
lence will continue to be the priority at St. Francis, but 
that won’t affect our Teen Lifesaver, soccer, rowing  
and track and field groups who continue to support the 
whole student growth making St. Francis the place to 
be!  On behalf of the entire staff, we hope you cel-
ebrated a wonderful Easter with your family and that 
God’s word is reflected in each child’s home.  May we 
continue to nurture your child in the tradition and pride 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
By Mrs. E.M. Smith, Chairperson
The end of another school year is quickly 
approaching.  I would like to thank the parents and 
teachers for their assistance throughout this school 
year.  Mid-term report cards are being forwarded 
home with this newsletter.  I would personally 
like to thank Mrs. Louise Finora for manning the 
School Council table at Parent / Teacher / Student 
Interview Night which was held on March 27th.  As 
well, we would like to extend a special thanks to 
Edible Arrangements for the donation of a gorgeous 
fruit bouquet which was added to our table for 
parents to enjoy that same evening.

The last School Council Meeting was held on March 
12th.  At that time we requested assistance from 
parents for volunteers at graduation.  If you are 
available on June 25th to assist, please leave your 
name and telephone number with Suzanne Yule 
in the main office and a member of the Graduation 
Committee will contact you in a few weeks time.

On April 29th we are presenting Dr. Jean Clinton, 
who will be speaking on the topic of “Teens -The 
Brain Is Still Under Construction”.  It should 
prove to be a very informative night for parents.  
Refreshments will be served at this event.

The Niagara Catholic Regional School Council 
and the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
presented the Annual Spring Convention on 
Saturday April 12th at Denis Morris Secondary 
School.  Many of our School Council members and 
staff were in attendance that day.

Our next Nearly New Uniform Sale is scheduled on 
Thursday, June 26th from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.   Many 
thanks are extended to Mrs. Roxanne Daoust, 
Mrs. Sue Hendricks, and our Special Education 
Department for mending and cleaning uniforms and 
for organizing this sale for our students.  Graduates 
are reminded that we would very much appreciate 
the donation of your “used uniforms” at the end of 
the school year.

We extend a warm welcome to any new members 
who would like to join us for our final School Council 
Meeting of the year.

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING
6:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 22nd 
All welcome!

ST. CATHARINES / THOROLD
SECONDARY SCHOOLS PUPIL

ACCOMMODATION REVIEW
An Accommodation Review Committee for the 
St. Catharines Secondary Schools, consisting 
of St. Francis Catholic Secondary, Holy Cross 
Secondary School and Denis Morris Catholic 
High School has been appointed to conduct 
an accommodation review in compliance with 
the Ministry of Education Pupil Accommodation 
Review Guidelines and the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board Valuation Framework.
The ARC will hold at least four public meetings in 
accessible facilities:
•  At the first public meeting, the ARC will 
describe its mandate, outline the pupil 
accommodation review, and give the public a 
briefing on the data and issues to be addressed.  
The ARC will also describe how the Generic 
School Valuation Framework referred to in 
Appendix A has been customized.  The ARC will 
receive community input.
•  At the second public meeting, the ARC 
will present its draft school-specific valuation 
reports under the customized School Valuation 
Framework for the schools under consideration to 
the public and will receive community input.
•  At the third public meeting, the ARC will receive 
community input on the accommodation options 
to be considered.
•  At the fourth public meeting, the ARC will 
present its draft School Valuation Report to the 
public and will receive community input. The 
ARC may make changes to the report based on 
feedback at the meeting.
Meetings of the ARC will be open to the public.  
Detailed minutes will be kept of the ARC meetings 
and will be posted on the Board’s website.  The 
ARC will provide information to the affected 
school communities on an on-going basis.

PUBLIC MEETINGS
Monday, April 7, 2008 

 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Denis Morris 

Monday, May 5, 2008
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Holy Cross 

Monday, May 26, 2008 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at St. Francis 

Monday, June 16, 2008
 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Denis Morris
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT
By Miss A. Young & Mrs. M. Wall
Student Council has been busy since the start 
of second semester working behind the scenes 
of the school.  We began the Lenten season by 
cooking up a delicious pancake breakfast for the 
whole school.  Other Lenten events included a 
prayer service in the chapel and Random Acts of 
Kindness Week, where students showed just how 
caring St. Francis students can be!  On Valentines 
Day, students arrived at school to see the front 
foyer decorated with hearts with the names of every 
student and staff member– that’s over 800 hearts!  
The activities don’t stop there!  

In joining the effort to keep our school eco-friendly, 
Student Council reminded students, using clever 
posters and announcements, of Earth Hour, which 
occurred on Saturday, March 29th.  Earth Hour was 
an event that occurred for the first time last year in 
Australia and this year approximately twenty cities 
committed to saving energy by shutting off lights 
and appliances for one full hour.  In order to prepare 
for this global event, classrooms turned out one 
or more lights the day before.  We hope that this 
raised some awareness of energy consumption at 
the school level as well as in the home.

There are only three months left in the school year 
and Student Council has many exciting events 
planned.  Coming up on May 8th is our first annual 
“funraiser” Movie Night at St. Francis.  On this 
night students will be treated to a 50’s themed, 
drive-in style movie, where they can enjoy some 
refreshments and watch a movie.  The night will 
also include entertainment by St. Francis’ own 
Mellotones and many great prizes.  Stay tuned for 
more information!  

Lastly, Student Council is energized to improve the 
look of the inside of our school.  We want to banish 
blah, boring walls forever!  To this end, we have 
initiated a school improvement plan.  Watch for 
exciting new aesthetic changes in our  school!

TICKET OFFER PEANUT REDUCED 
ZONE - Three Toronto Blue Jays Game
Canada's only major league baseball franchise is 
offering a Peanut / Nut Reduced Zone at Rogers 
Centre for three separate dates during the 2008 
Blue Jays Baseball Season:

Saturday, June 7th (vs Orioles)
Saturday, July 26th (vs. Mariners)

Saturday, August 9th (vs. Cleveland)

For the above three dates, a specific section of the 
stadium will be cleaned in advance and 
devoted to the exclusive use of families who live 
with peanut / nut and other several alleries.  Tickets 
are $35 per person and families are allowed to 
bring their own food into the designated Executive 
Lounge.  A limited number of tickets are available.  
To reserve your tickets, contact Debbie Bruce by 
e-mail at
debbiebruce-bluejays@rogers.com . 

SCHOOL NURSE
By Ruth Lamoureux
The Asset Approach to Healthy Adolescent 
Development
Recent research has shown that the key to raising 
responsible kids lies in something called The 
40 Developmental Assets.  Created by Search 
Institute (R) and grounded in scientific research, 
Developmental Assets are the building blocks for 
children and teens.

The 40 assets focus on the strengths of children 
and youth, rather than problems.  There is a strong 
relationship between the number of assets present 
in young people's lives and their ability to develop 
in positive and healthful ways.  In fact, the more 
assets a child has, the more positive and successful 
their development.  The fewer the number of assets 
present, the greater the possibility youth will engage 
in risky behaviours, such as drug use, unsafe sex, 
and violence.

Can anything be done to increase the Assets 
Young People Experience?
Yes!  Building assets in children is something 
everyone can do; parents, nurses, teachers, 
friends, neighbours, bus drivers, cafeteria 
and restaurant staff and business owners - all 
community members.

Youth and adults, in big cities and small towns,  
are beginning to understand in growing numbers 
the awesome power they have in making positive 
and lasting impact on the lives of young people.  
Individually and together, they can be actively 
engaged in the movement to grow healthy 
communities and healthy youth.



 Make Me An Instrument Of Your Peace

S

T

F

R

A

N

C

I

S

FROM THE CHAPLAIN'S DESK
By Mrs. D. McCaffery, Chaplaincy Leader
A few highlights from second semester:

• Our Ash Wednesday Liturgy was 
celebrated on Wednesday, February 6, 
with special thanks to our music ministry 
for enhancing our worship.

• Reconciliation was celebrated with 
Grade 9 and 10 students in March.  
Our thanks to Msgr. Clutterbuck,  Fr. 
Peter  Walton,  Fr. Vickers, Fr. Michael 
Basque, Fr. Kessete Hammond, Fr. 
Manual Serranilla and Fr. Mitch Kasza for 
celebrating with us.

• Stations of the Cross were prayed 
as a school community during Holy 
Week. Special thanks to Mrs. Phelan-
Savage’s drama class for their meaningful 
presentation and to Mrs. Cristelli and our 
school choir for their beautiful music.

• Grade 10 and 11 Retreats were held 
during April for all those students taking 
religion second semester.  The Grade 10 
retreat focussed on Social Justice and 
the Grade 11 retreat focussed on World 
Religions.

• Yara Alazzam and Mary Rose Fisher  
represented St. Francis at the Annual 
Mass for Life celebrated at the Cathedral 
of St. Catherine on the Feast of the 
Annunciation, March 31st.

And yet to come…
• Grad Retreat will take place on May 21 

at Balls Falls.  Our special guests will be 
a retreat team from the Office of Catholic 
Youth, Toronto. Pray for sunshine!

• Our Easter Mass will be celebrated by Fr. 
Peter Walton on Wednesday, April 30. 

• Year End Mass will be celebrated on 
May 29th with special recognition of our 
graduates.

• Jason Evert, renowned speaker on 
chastity, will speak to our students on 
Tuesday, May 6. 

Please pray for our community during Catholic 
Education Week, that we will be drawn closer to 
God through the message of the Gospel!

Christ is risen, Alleluia, Alleluia!
May your family experience the joy

of the resurrection during this
Easter Season!

CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
WEEK

April 27th to May 3rd 
“We are Called …"

Throughout our school community during this 
week our classes will be implementing the 
challenge of Micah 6:8:  You have already been 
told what is right and what the Lord wants 
of you.   Only this, to do what is just, to love 
tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God. 

Some highlights of the week (and the week 
before!):
• Wednesday, April 22nd  – “Shakespeare Out 

Loud” workshops for English and Drama 
Classes

• Monday, April 28th  – Grade 7 Education 
Week Mass at St. Denis Church, celebrated 
by Fr. Curley, music ministry provided by St. 
Francis Choir

• Wednesday, April 30th  – Easter Mass, 
celebrated by Fr. Walton

• Ongoing activities by Ms. Frendo’s Business 
class to raise funds for the library at St. Marc 
School, Haiti

• Grade 10 Religion students will be going to 
feeder schools to present Religion lessons

• Morning prayer each day will focus on a 
different aspect of the theme

DIOCESE OF ST. CATHARINES 
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
The Diocese of St. Catharines is celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary with a variety of events and projects 
throughout a yearlong extended celebration.  Two of 
the more significant events among the Anniversary 
Celebrations are scheduled for:
Sunday, May 25th - the Solemnity of the Body 
and Blood of Christ, Bishop James Wingle will 
preside at a special Eucharist, 3:00 p.m. at Brock 
University with priests of the diocese concelebrating.  
Reservations may be made at a later date through 
individual parishes.  Each parish is expected to bring 
a delegation.
Sunday, June 29th - the Feasts of Saints Peter and 
Paul, there will be an "Open House" at the Diocesan 
Catholic Centre at 3400 Merrittville Highway.  The 
staff of the Catholic Centre will be available for 
tours of diocesan offices and to provide information 
about the pastoral services and ministries of the 
diocese.  Representatives from the other Diocesan 
organizations will also be present with displays / 
materials relating to their ministries.
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 GIANMARCO RAIMONDO
AWARDED FORMULA BMW

JUNIOR SCHOLARSHIP

February 29, 2008 - St. Catharines, Ontario – 
Formula BMW Americas today confirmed the 
Junior drivers to be awarded scholarships for 
the 2008 season. We are pleased to announce 
that seventeen year old Gianmarco has been 
selected and will participate in the program.  ”We 
are really happy with the news” 
said an enthusiastic Gianmarco. 
“We are now working hard with 
Autotecnica to bring success to 
the team and being part of the 
Formula BMW Junior program 
will bring added benefit to our 
efforts to achieve winning results 
in 2008.”  

The St. Catharines, Ontario teen 
and Team Autotecnica will now 
continue with their testing program 
ahead of official testing for the 
series that will start April 4th at 
Virginia International Raceway.  

Formula BMW Americas has 
also confirmed their schedule 
for this year and announced the 
venue for rounds 5 and 6 which 
will take place at the Mid Ohio 
Race Course on June 20th to 
22nd. The complete schedule is 
available on the series web site: 
www.formulabmwamericas.com.   
Gianmarco will be providing news 
and race updates throughout the 
season on his web site:  www.
gianmarcoraimondo.com.

FRESH AIR FUND
Create Summer Memories: Host a New York 
City Child
Summer vacation is not far away.  Thanks to many 
families in the Niagara Region and through 13 
northeastern states, more than 1.7 million New York 
City children from low-income neighbourhoods have 
experienced free summer vacations in suburban 
and small town communities through The Fresh 
Air Fund.  The Fund is seeking more families in the 
Niagara Region to give inner-city children a two week 
vacation this summer.  By volunteering as a host 
family for the Funds' Friendly Town Program, you can 
help give a child a break from the heat and noises 
of the crowded city streets.  For more information, 
please contact Laura-Ann Morris, Niagara 
South Fund Representative at (905)835-2896 or 
(905)941-2896 or Eileen Lucas Niagara North Fund 
Representative at (905)646-2046 or (905)321-5231.
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Clubs &
and 10 and Seniors who are in Grade 11 and 12.  
The following students comprised our squads.  The 
names in bold type are the squad captains.

INTERMEDIATES
St. Francis 1
Innamorati, Dylan  10
Little, Ben   10
Phillip, Joel               10
Rohaly, Kelsey  10
Rojos, Raymond  10
Szopinski, Daniel  10

St. Francis 2
Balanowski, Stephen 9
Bialogrecki, Brad  9
Phillip, Kevin   9
Rigby, Jake   9
VanKralingen, Mark 9

SENIORS   
St. Francis 1
Bruggeling, Katie  12
Dworczak, Matthew   12
McMenamin, Marc  12
Mannaga, Andrew     11
Schenck, Graham  12
Schudlo, Nick  12  
Zamai, Claudio   12

St. Francis 2
Berce, Taylor  11
Evans, Tyler   11
Ferguson, Dan  11
Levesque, Bryan  11
VanKralingen, Alex  11

St. Francis 3
Fleming, Eric  12
Iwinski, Marek  12
Nelson, Thomas  12
Parker, Emily  12
Quan, Ashley  12
The top four teams from the league were invited to 
compete in the final Round Robin Tournament held 
at St. Francis on Wednesday, April 2nd.  Our Senior 
2 Squad made it to the finals and finished in third 
place overall.  The coaches would like to thank all 
who participated in a fun-filled season and we look 
forward to next year’s tournaments.  Practices start 
in November and new players are always welcome!

CHESS CLUB
By Mr. M. Venneri
St. Francis once again performed extremely well at 
the Niagara Catholic District School Board Chess 
Tournament which was held in Thorold on April 3rd, 
2008.

The Grade 10 team (pictured below), consisting of 
Ben Little, Joel Phillip, Michael Kessler, Raymond  
and Dylan Innamorati won a silver medal.
The Grade 11 team (pictured below), consisting of 

Andrew Hanna, Alex VanKralingen, Josh Harwood, 
Nick Christopher and Nathan Tieche also won a 
silver medal.
In other news, a school tournament is underway 
to determine this years' St. Francis Chess Master.  

The five finalist are: Nick Christopher, Andrew 
Hanna, Michael Kessler, Dylan Innamorati, and 
Raymond Rojas.

SCHOOL REACH
By Mrs. A. Cheng
Another exciting season has ended for the Reach 
Squad, coached by Mrs. Cheng, Mr. Lennox, and 
Mrs. Van Kralingen.  For those who do not  know, 
Reach members compete in squads of  four against 
the other Catholic schools, testing their knowledge 
of all kinds of trivia.  Reach players are divided into
two age groups:  Intermediates who are in Grade 9  
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Activities
ART CLUB
By Miss S. Karoyli
Beautifying the school with artwork is the mandate 
of the St. Francis Art Club. Every Thursday after 
school, Art Club members stimulate their minds 
and get their hands dirty, envisioning and initiating 
new ways to add a touch of art to the hallways and 
common areas. We continue to work diligently on 
the mosaic which welcomes everyone in the front 
foyer. As well, Art Club creates many sets for school 
plays and this year in particular, we are currently 
working diligently on the set for “Guys and Dolls” 
and also working on the props and many stage 
signs for the play. Anyone who would like to join 
the Art Club or see what we’re all about is welcome 
to join us any Thursday after school in Room 126. 
New members are always welcome!

TECH CLUB
By Mr. S. Payne
The Tech crew at St. Francis is enjoying another 
busy year!  With over twenty-five members, 
this dedicated group of students is in charge of 
setting up every major event that goes on at our 
school.  The Tech Club was also asked to provide 
crew for the Drama Department “Guys and Dolls” 
production.  Mr. Freve and Mr. Payne would like to 
thank them for all of their hard work and dedication 
throughout the school year.

SKI CLUB
By Mr. M. Jenkins
Springtime is here, and the snow is gone. That can 
only mean one thing….the Phoenix ski trips are 
over for another year!  We had another successful 
season on the slopes at Holiday Valley.  This time 
around, the weather cooperated perfectly with lots 
of snow on the hills and great ski temperatures.  All 
in all, everything was fantastic.  See you next year.  
And remember……think snow!

If any parents next year are considering a ski pass 
such as a white card, please contact Mr. Jenkins 
first.  We may be able to purchase them at a 
cheaper rate.

TEEN LIFESAVERS
By Ms. J. Frendo
Teen Lifesavers has been very busy again this term.  We 
have developed a few great “Eat Healthy” sayings and 
are in the process of putting them up on the walls of our 
cafeteria to remind students how important it is to make 
nutritious choices when eating. 

As well, our “Dr. Ill” talk show competition is  underway.  
This is an opportunity for our students to be recognized 
by their peers for their knowledge of the perils of 
smoking, drinking and driving and drugs through a fun 
and creative outlet.  The top three Dr. Ill videos will be 
shown to the entire student body and voted upon by 
their peers.  The producers of the winning video will 
enjoy a $100 prize.

Our students will be visiting our feeder schools this 
month to present full day workshops to the Grade 8 
students of St. Ann, St. Denis, Mother Theresa, and 
St. James.  They will be discussing peer pressure with 
smoking, drinking and drugs.  The presenting  students 
took an intensive two full day training course and are 
well prepared for this important task.

Many in our group participated in the REACT Conference.  
This was an informative day where we learned not only 
about the poor health effects of smoking, but also about 
its effect on our environment and the effect it is having 
in third world countries.  This conference provided us 
with great ideas for next year about how to make a 
difference in our community. 

We will be preparing a smoking survey for the end of the 
year as a follow-up to the first one we took early last year.  
In September of 2006 we had approximately 12% of our 
population smoking; we are hoping with our work over 
the last two years that this percentage will drop. 

BAND
By Mrs. F. Barry
The Phoenix Band was very busy this year 
performing in the community.  We performed as part 
of the Christmas Concert and will be performing at 
the Celebration for Staff Excellence in April.  The 
biggest part of our season was the preparation and 
performance of this year’s production of “Guys and 
Dolls”.  The band did an excellent job conquering 
the difficult music required but all their hard work 
and dedication really paid off!  Mrs. Barry would like 
to thank all the musicians for their commitment and 
musicianship.  It has been a wonderful season and 
we look forward to many more.

OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS
RESOURCE CENTRE

STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER
CANADIAN EDITION

http://infotrac.galegroup.com 
Username:  stfran   /  Password:  stfran
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Co-Curricular
BADMINTON
By Mr. J. Candeloro
The teams are finally picked and through the 
month of April, our players will be participating in 
sub-zone, Zone and SOSSA tournaments.  Any of 
our seniors that qualify from SOSSA will be able 
to participate at OFSAA this year, which is being 
held in our own backyard, at Brock University 
during the first week of May.  We look forward to 
seeing many of our players advancing throughout 
the tournaments.

BASEBALL
By Mr. S. Jones
It's springtime again and the St. Francis Boys' 
Baseball Team is back and looking to improve 
upon last year's performance.  Head Coach Iker 
and coaches Mr. Jones and Mr. Cukierski hope to 
have the team selected by the end of April and so 
far the tryouts have yielded a great set of athletes.  
The season kicks off mid-May.

LOBBALL
By Mrs. D. Scull & Mr. J. Lennox
As the sun begins to shine, girls turn their minds 
to lobball.  Now that the warmer weather has 
come, we are hoping to get out onto the baseball 
diamond as early as next week.  Girls in all grades 
are welcome to try out for the team. Practices 
will be held right after school while the diamond 
is available.  Look for the sign up sheet posted 
on the front office window, and be prepared with 
glove in hand to “PLAY BALL”.

JUNIOR BOYS BASKETBALL
By Mr. G. Kanters & Mr. M. Lucas
Congratulations to the Junior Boys Basketball 
team on an outstanding season.  The coaches 
would like to thank all the players for their 
dedication, hard work, and commitment 
throughout the season.  The boys represented St. 
Francis Secondary with class and sportsmanship, 
unfortunately losing in the Zone 4 semi-finals.  
The team finished with a respectable 16-8 record 
in league and tournament play.  We extend the 
best of luck to those players who will be trying 
out for the Senior Boys Basketball Team next 
year.  The coaches look forward to working with 
the returning and new Junior Players next season. 

ROWING 
By Mrs. K. Burtnik, Head Coach
Yeee Hawww!!!  Eighty-two athletes have taken to 
the water to represent St. Francis in many races 
in the upcoming season.  We are proud of their 
commitment and their efforts during the grueling 
training sessions which began in late October.  
These students have shown incredible strength and 
intelligence which will now pay off on the Martindale.  
Many of these kids rise at 4:30 a.m. to begin their 
day.  Many balance work, drama, homework, and 
other sports or arts activities.

We are excited with the news of our ability to 
purchase a brand new 8 for this racing season, 
which would not be possible without the time and 
energy that these students committed to our Annual 
Basketball Tournament which was held in December.  
We are deeply appreciative to the Schenck family for 
their generous donation to help in this venture.  The 
Phoenix will row it wisely and quickly across many 
finish lines.

We have grown tremendously over the past few 
years due to the dedication and commitment of our 
volunteer coaching staff; I am thrilled to be their 
leader as they need no direction:  Bob Schenck 
(Senior Boys), Tom Kent & Christine McPherson 
(Senior Girls), Wayne Dick, Fraser Kennedy, 
Alessandro Zamai and Jordan Burtnik (Junior 
Girls), Jeff Ball, Ken Sandham & myself (Junior 
Boys), and Rick Storm (Sculling).  We anticipate 
our most successful season as we aspire for the 
podium at the Canadian Secondary Schools Rowing 
Championships on May 30th and June 1st.

GIRLS SOCCER
By Ms. A. Colle & Mr. D. Macoretta
The St. Francis girls soccer team is looking forward 
to an exciting season with six games scheduled for 
the regular season.  We’ve been very impressed 
with the depth of talent this year.  Our juniors bring a 
lot of skill and energy that will help complement our 
senior girls.  Our first game will be held on April 28th 
at the St. Catharine’s Collegiate, and our first home 
game is scheduled for May 5th; we will be hosting 
Beamsville District Secondary School.  The coaches 
this year are Ms. A. Colle, Mr. D. Macoretta, and Mr. 
S. Payne.  Please come out and support our girls!

SPECIAL THANKS TO MARKS' NO FRILLS
for your ongoing support of the many programs at St. Francis.
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Haynes, Matt Skubal, Nick Schudlo, and Tshing 
Kasamba for all of your contributions to St. Francis 
basketball.  We will miss you.

Congratulations to Alex Shah for being selected as a 
first team all star and to Dannie Haynes for making the 
second team.  Tshing Kasamba was awarded the title 
of Mr. Basketball for the second consecutive year and 
is the only player ever to win five consecutive Sr. Boys 
SOSSA Basketball Championships.  Tshing’s contribution 
to the development of our program is unmatched in 
our opinion and we look forward to following your post 
secondary career.

GIRLS HOCKEY
By Mr. S. Kopas & Ms. S. Weigert
The girls had another successful hockey season 
placing second in their division.  Unfortunately, they 
lost in the final round to Eden. 

We are sad to see our dedicated Grade 12’s leaving 
but wish them well as they graduate and pursue 
other goals in life.  We will miss Danielle Rinaldi, 
Stacy O’Sullivan, Courtney Neheli, Kyle McIntosh 
and of course goalie Tina Sykes.  These players 
have been an important part of our St. Francis 
Girls Hockey team for the last four years.  Many 
thanks go to Mr. Sykes and Mr. McIntosh who have 
volunteered their time to inspire the girls to play 
many successful games.

Other team members, whom we hope to see back 
next year, include Nicole McMullin, Caroline Fabian, 
Lauren O’Malley, Katie Jarrell, Kayla Copeland, 
Karley McKeigan, Taylor Delisio, Melanie Hildebrant, 
Marissa Kump, and Emily Cornelius.  We also would 
like to thank Erin Thomson, Emily Rye and Sevan 
Tagnelian who were always on call and ready to 
help us out at the last minute if we needed an extra 
player.  Finally, we would like to extend special 
thanks to Mr. DeAngelis who faithfully assisted 
whenever possible.

On a final and sad note, we would like to say good- 
bye and good luck to Mr. Kopas who has been a 
very devoted hockey coach for the St. Francis Girls’ 
Hockey team since the team was established.  He 
has brought the girls to many Zone wins and once 
to an OFSSA win.  Mr. Kopas has helped form a 
very established and well known hockey team in 
St. Catharines and has tolerated many interesting 
situations when travelling with the girls over the past 
ten years.  He will be greatly missed by all; most 
especially by the players on the team.  We wish him 
all the best in his retirement in June!

SENIOR BOYS BASKETBALL
By Mr. P. Sullivan & Mr. P. O'Leary
Coming into this season most people believed that 
this year’s edition of the Senior Boys Basketball team 
did not possess the talent and experience of recent St. 
Francis teams.  From the outset, the boys set out to prove 
everyone wrong.  Through a tremendous amount of hard 
work, commitment and team concept the team captured 
the Standard and Mike Sullivan Memorial Tournaments, 
the Zone 4 Championship, and the SOSSA Championship 
where they defeated highly touted Dundas Parkside in 
their own gym to advance to OFSAA.

At OFSAA the boys played their best basketball of the 
season. After a hotly contested first round win, the 
team found themselves down by seven points with 
less than two minutes remaining to rally back and win 
by two.  After an extremely strong performance in the 
quarter final, the Phoenix defeated St. Thomas Aquinas 
from Oakville who were the most talented team in the 
tournament and had wins over Ontario powerhouses 
such as Hamilton Cathedral.  The final was a defensive 
struggle against a very big and talented AY Jackson Club 
from Ottawa.  Despite taking a lead going into the fourth 
quarter due to outstanding defence, the team’s shooting 
touch abandoned them and the team fell just short of its 
ultimate goal of the gold medal.

After the game, as expected coaches, players, parents, 
and other supporters felt the immediate pain of coming 
so close to winning after working so hard and sacrificing 
so much to get there.  Although some pain still exists, 
with time, I hope that everyone will reflect on the season 
only in a positive way.  I hope the players will remember 
the many moments of laughter, the experiences of 
traveling as a team, the many great victories, and most 
importantly the bond that was created between every 
member of the team that will last forever. 

I have coached many teams here at St. Francis and at 
other schools and some of those teams may have been 
more talented; however, none were as dedicated or as 
team oriented as this one. On behalf of myself and Mr. 
O’Leary we would like to thank all of the boys for their 
outstanding commitment, behavior, and hard work.  
You have given us much more satisfaction than any 
championship or medal could ever replace.  To all of 
the parents and other supporters we offer a heartfelt 
thank you for your assistance in making this year such a 
success.

Special thanks to our graduating players Dannie 
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Co-Curricular
BOYS HOCKEY
By Mr. D. Macoretta & Mr. C. VanBakel
The Varsity Boys’ Hockey team finished off a very 
successful season. The boys defeated Eden in a 
hard fought three game series. In the Zone final, 
the boys battled with Holy Cross in a tight series 
that saw the team lose two straight.  Thanks to all 
players who demonstrated Phoenix pride through 
their dedication and commitment to the team.  
The coaches would like to extend good luck to all 
players moving on and we look forward to more 
success with many returning players.

The Junior Boys’ hockey team played in two 
tournaments this year, the Blessed Trinity and 
the Notre Dame tournament.  During both 
tournaments, all players showed a never-die 
attitude by keeping all games close and finishing 
with an overall record of 4-3-1.  In our final 
tournament, the team placed third and displayed 
tremendous Phoenix Spirit by coming from behind 
to defeat Notre Dame in the consolation final.  
Again the coaches look forward to seeing all the 
junior players at tryouts for the varsity team next 
season.

SENIOR GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
By Ms. A. Colle and Ms. K. Markovich
The St. Francis Phoenix Senior Girls Volleyball 
team completed another great season this 
year.  The team participated in two competitive 
tournaments; the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board Tournament and the St.Jean de Brebuf 
Tournament in Hamilton, where they finished 
just short of the semi-finals in both.  The girls 
played well throughout their regular season as 
well finishing fourth in their Zone.  Continuing on 
to the playoff round they lost a hard fought match 
against Beamsville losing in the fifth set.  It was a 
successful season thanks in part to the leadership 
of our Captains Niina Fauteux and Rachel Golob, 
as well as the hard work and great sportsmanship 
from the rest of the team.  Coaches Ms.Colle and 
Ms.Markovich are very proud of all that this team 
accomplished this year. 

Members of the years team included: Tealle 
DeLuca, Brittany Hicks, Andjela Mamic, Rachel 
Kennedy, Niina Fauteux, Kate Book, Rachel 
Golob, Kendall Sorley, Courtney David, Sabrina 
Giancaterino, Ivana Svec, Klye MacIntosh and 
Megan Brushett.

BOYS SOCCER
By Mr. C. Bufalino & Mr. M. DiPietro
The boys soccer team is ready and anxious for their 
upcoming season.  With a good core of returning 
players and a great rookie class, it looks like the 
Phoenix boys soccer team could be on the road 
to SOSSA once again.  The team will be playing 
a six game league and playoffs.  As well, they will 
participate in an indoor tournament in Mississauga 
and an outdoor tournament in Toronto scheduled on 
May 1st and 2nd.  We will be hosting our 9th Annual 
Boys Soccer Tournament on Thursday April 24th and 
Friday April 25th.  As usual, there are excellent teams 
participating and the boys will be playing in front of 
the entire student body in a game on Thursday, April 
24th.  Mr. Bufalino and Mr. DiPietro are expecting 
great things this year and it should prove to be a fun 
and exciting season!

SWIMMING
By Ms. F. Latcham & Ms. D. Scull
Another swim team season has ended in many 
successes with this year seeing another record 
number of athletes participating in SOSSA! On 
February 7th, the Zone Championships saw EVERY 
single swimmer achieve their personal best time 
pushing nine on to compete at SOSSA. Ioanna 
Al-Kayed, Rachel Biancaniello, Melissa Coderre, 
Jessica and Andrea Cruz, Danielle Lanthier, Vanessa 
Lora, Kelsey Rohaly and Jack Wittig gave it their all 
on February 21st as Zones 2, 3 and 4 all raced to 
try and secure a spot at OFSAA. Only a first place 
finish among the toughest competition would secure 
that spot. While we had a fantastic showing, OFSAA 
dreams will have to be set aside for another year. 
What a fantastic season and congratulations to all the 
athletes for their dedication. Next season will most 
likely see some changes, specifically in the length 
of the season. A shortened season with swim meets 
closer together will ensure motivation, participation 
and interest stays high with fewer conflicts with other 
sports. I would like to thank all those parents and 
volunteers who gave up their time to ensure the 
weekly carpool ran smoothly. We could not have done 
it without you! We had a large team this year and it 
is only with your help that we were able to get all the 
swimmers to the pool and back again. All swim team 
participants will recieve a long sleeve “T” in the next 
couple of weeks. I can’t wait for next season!
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TENNIS
By Mr. L. Gandola
Ivana Svec, Mike Sattin, and Ryan Gacnik will soon 
hit the courts again in order to be ready for their 
upcoming OFFSA matches.  At the beginning of 
June, they will compete at the Rexall Tennis Centre 
in Toronto in the Girls Single Tournament and the 
Male Double Tournament.  Our athletes will work 
hard in order  to fine tune their strokes and defend 
our colours in the biggest tennis venue in Canada.  
Good luck Phoenix!

TRACK & FIELD
By Mr. T. Lehne
Monday, April 7th marked the date when the Track 
and FieldTeam began workouts. Traditionally, 
St. Francis has run a strong program with many 
dedicated athletes advancing to the Regional and 
the OFFSA Meets.  All students who enjoy running, 
jumping or throwing and want to be part of a fun 
and exciting track team are all welcome.  The first 
track meet of the season will be held on Thursday 
May 8th at West Park.  As of Thursday May 15th the 
elimination meets begin whereby the top five athletes 
in each event qualify to compete at SOSSA.  The 
only requirement to be part of this years team is 
commitment.

CURLING
By Mr. Y. Freve & Mr. E. Atalick
The St. Francis curling team rocked the house this 
year with their best showing in years.  The girls team 
ended their regular season in fifth place overall, 
making it to the Zone quarter-finals.  As for the boy’s 
team, St Francis finished the season clinching first 
place.  The team then proceeded to win the Zone IV 
Championship.  The boy’s season ended when they 
encountered their first defeat in SOSSA semi-finals.  
Mr. Frève would like to thank the team for their hard 
work and dedication throughout the season and 
would also like to thank Mr. Sandham and Mrs. Gryp 
for their help in coaching the team.

SQUASH
By Mr. J. Candeloro
Fifteen players have been practicing every week, 
once or twice, at White Oaks since January in 
preparation for the All Ontario SquashTournament 
held in Vaughn in memory of Jim Mason.  Players 
participated in this tournament on April 11th and 
12th where they made history, being the first school 
ever to win five team Championships in a row.  
Returning players will attempt to win it for a sixth time 

NCDSB TECH COMPETITION
By Mr. C. VanBakel
The 5th Annual Niagara Catholic Tech Skills Com-
petition proved to be another outstanding success 
for St. Francis. Our students worked tirelessly on 
event day to showcase their skills in Automotive, 
Carpentry, Desktop Publishing, Web Page Design, 
Video Production and Photography. Congratulations 
to the following competitors who not only show-
cased their skills but were able to place in the top 
three out of twenty-four competitors in their respec-
tive categories at the board level: 

Mark Iwinski
1st Individual Carpentry

Thomas Vandecoevering and
Jesse Clarke

2nd Team Carpentry

Kevin Gryp
1st Web Design

Ashley Quan
2nd Web Design

Emilia Collee and Kelly Johnson
3rd Video Production

Thank you to Nathan Brady, Chris Botman, Taylor 
Wilkinson, Dave Jastrubecki, Nick Schudlo, Ahmed 
Ahmed, Nathan Tieche and Alex Ellis who showed 
their Phoenix pride but unfortunately did not place 
in their event. 

Kevin Gryp and Ashley Quan advanced to the Re-
gional Finals held on Saturday, April 12th at Niagara 
College in Welland.   Ashley received a Certificate 
of Achievement for her work at the competition 
and Kevin had a 1st place finish.  He will now 
advance to the Provincial Competition to be held in 
Waterloo on May 5th and 6th.

Congratulations to all competitors.
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ENGLISH
Mrs. D. Rozman, Program Chair
The English Department began the semester 
preparing for the Literacy Test.  The first four DEAR 
periods of the year were used by Mrs. Casburn and 
Mrs. Rozman to provide extra preparation lessons 
for students deemed at risk.  In addition, all Grade 
10 classes were given a subject specific literacy 
lesson one week before the test.  Mr. Sullivan, our 
Success teacher, and Mrs. Rozman conducted 
an assembly of all Grade 10 students two days 
before the test to provide students with final test 
instructions and writing strategies to guarantee 
success.

The day of the test went very smoothly.  It takes 
a village to run this test;  the combined efforts of 
Administration, Success, Resource, Guidance 
and English Departments, as well as the Literacy 
Committee members are to be commended for 
putting the day into place.  We hope and trust our 
students did well.  We expect to have preliminary 
results by the end of May.    

The rest of the semester looks quite busy for 
the English Department.  On Tuesday April 22nd, 
in honor of Catholic Education Week, Rodger 
Barton, an accomplished Shakespearean actor, 
will be visiting our school  to conduct  a series of 
workshops for Drama and English classes.

On Tuesday May 13th, the Grade 11 classes of  
Mrs. Wall and Mrs. Rozman will be attending the 
Stratford performance of Hamlet.  Ticket sales 
went very quickly.   Students in Grade 11 were 
specifically selected for this trip because Hamlet  is 
studied in the Grade 11 curriculum.

On Tuesday May 27th, Mr. Payne’s Media 
Communication classes and Mrs. Rozman’s Media 
class will be spending a day in Toronto.  The day 
will begin with a tour of the CTV News Station, a 
luncheon trip to the Eaton Centre, a private viewing 
at NFB and will end with an appearance on MUCH 
MUSIC at 5:00 p.m.  

Ms. Young and Mrs. Wall would like to report that 
the Book Club is in full swing.  Staff and students 
have enjoyed getting together on a monthly basis 
to talk fiction.  They have just finished, The Memory 
Keeper’s Daughter, by Kim Edwards.  The next 
selection is Alice Sebold’s, Almost Moon.  The last 
book of the year has yet to be selected; the group 
is leaning towards a good horror theme to complete 
the year.  

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY
By Mrs. K. Giroux, Program Chair
The Grade 12 Business Leadership class is in full 
swing with speakers from Swiss Chalet, Tim Horton’s 
and the Editor and Chief from the Brock Press 
coming in to share their expertise.  Thanks to those 
in the community for sharing their experiences with 
our students.  These students are also coordinating 
our fundraising effort for Haiti through a bake sale, 
garage sale, and canteen for an upcoming soccer 
tournament.

The Grade 10 Communications Technology class 
has worked very hard learning Photoshop and 
digital photography.  They are now working with 
Macromedia Flash which allows them to create short 
animations.  Soon they will be moving into video 
production creating, among other projects, a music 
video.  The Grade 9 Business Technology class has 
learned about how computers work and they are 
creating their very own “Word for Dummies” style 
manual.

Our Grade 12 Technology Design students are 
currently finishing their small wood design in class 
competition and will 
soon be designing and 
building their model 
homes.  The Grade 
9’s are finishing their 
AutoCAD unit and will 
soon be designing and 
fabricating their roller 
coasters.

LIBRARY NEWS
By Ms. F. Latcham
The library purchased several new books and was 
able to complete the Understanding Literature 
Series.  Many of the authors studied for the English 
ISU’s are readily and easily available in both print 
and electronic form, with infotrac.galegroup.com 
providing primary sources of information.  With 
a continued emphasis and general focus on the 
environment, and projects and essays on alternative 
sources of energy, plenty of up-to-date information 
has been added to the collection.  It’s hard to 
believe the school year is quickly coming to a close.  
With that in mind, all library books, materials and 
fines must be returned by Friday June 13th.  We will 
squeeze in another amnesty day before then, giving 
the students plenty of time and opportunity to get 
their books back before that date.  
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RELIGION
By Mr. J. Cukierski, Program Chair
This semester got off to a good start for the Religious 
Studies Department.  We welcomed back Mr. Lennox 
who spent the better part of the past two semesters 
teaching Junior Success in the Student Services 
Department.  In addition, we welcomed, Mr. Josef 
VanRuyven to the department. 

A few initiatives for the 2008 / 2009 school year have 
been launched during this semester.  The HHS4M 
course has been removed from our school’s course 
selection process and replaced with the Ontario 
Council of Catholic Bishop’s (OCCB) HRE4M course 
entitled “Christ and Culture”.  The primary focus of 
this course is “in search of the good”.  In light of this 
new course, students currently in Grade 11 have 
been notified that in their Grade 12 year they may 
take two Religion courses, one being the course 
cited above; as well, CPW4U the Politics and Peace 
course.  Students will NOT be expected to complete 
community service for each of these courses.  They 
will complete the required ten hours in whatever 
course they have first semester.

Two other initiatives that have been developed this 
semester focus on community service.  At the very 
beginning of this semester the Religious Studies 
Department met and articulated a very clear and 
concise Community Service policy.  All students 
taking Religion courses this semester received the 
policy sheet on the second day of the semester.  The 
policies have also been uploaded onto our school’s 
website on the Religion page, which is located under 
the departments tab.  The second initiative pertaining 
to community service is that potential and worthwhile 
community service activities are continuously being 
posted on the same webpage.  Please encourage 
your sons and daughters to read the activities and 
select the ones that are of the most interest and 
value to them.

MATHEMATICS
Mrs. A. VanKralingen, Program Chair
The Grade 9 EQAO assessment from first semester 
was written on Monday, January 21st and Tuesday, 
January 22nd and this semester’s EQAO assessment 
will be written on Thursday, June 12th and Friday, 
June 13th.  As all of these are marked in July, 
students will receive the results of their assessment 
sometime in the fall.  We are planning on having 
practice sessions prior to the assessment.  Students 
will be informed of the nature of these sessions once 
details are finalized.

The University of Waterloo Math Contests for 
Grades 9, 10, and 11 students, named Pascal, 
Cayley, and Fermat, respectively, were held on 
Tuesday, February 20th.  Just under seventy 
students (an impressive number!) participated 
in these multiple-choice contests.  The Grade 
12 Euclid Contest was  written on Tuesday, April 
15th by six brave students who were up to the 
challenge of writing a two and a half hour full 
solution exam.  The top scorers from all contests 
will receive awards at our Recognition Day 
assembly in June.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
By Mrs. P. Casburn, Program Chair
As we head towards the middle of Semester 
2, many activities are going on in the Special 
Education Department!  

Our Special Education Class participated in 
Brock’s SNAP Program for the second time this 
year, and the students had a wonderful time again!  
As well, we will be participating in Holy Cross’ 
Beach Volleyball Tournament on April 18th at Holy 
Cross.  Our Special Education Class students 
continue to bake the muffins for the P3 program 
each week, and with P3 in full swing, there is a 
great deal of baking going on!

We are lucky to have the addition of two Niagara 
College Educational Assistant Program students, 
Mr. Marino and Ms. Goss, in our Special 
Education Class this semester.  Our students have 
appreciated the assistance provided by these 
Niagara College students.

The draft copies of our Individual Education 
Plans (IEP’s) were sent out near the end of 
March.  Parents are invited to make changes to 
these documents, if necessary, before the plans 
become final IEP’s at the end of the semester.  
Parents should feel free to contact the Resource 
Department at St. Francis anytime, if they have 
questions about the IEP’s, or if they would like to 
make changes to these plans.  

From April 22nd to April 29th, we will be holding our 
IPRC meetings for Grade 9 and 10 students and 
their parents or guardians.  This is an opportunity 
for parents to dialogue with members of the St. 
Francis staff about their child’s progress.  We 
encourage all parents or guardians to attend, if 
possible.   We look forward to talking with you 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
By Mr. P. Sullivan, Program Chair
Ministry expectations have been changed to allow 
students to now earn two credits in a particular 
grade as opposed to one.  For example, a student 
could now earn a credit for our Grade 11 Superfit 
course PAF30 and the Grade 11 Activity course PPL30.  
Parents and students should be aware of this change 
when planning pathways.  We feel this is an excellent 
change as exercise and healthy living is so crucial to a 
happy life.

We would like to take the opportunity to let you 
know about a couple of new courses to be offered 
next year.  Our large group (Hockey) course is a 
Grade 11 co-ed course that will allow our students 
to spend two days a week on the ice focusing on the 
skills related to hockey.  When not on the ice, the 
class will have the opportunity to explore other large 
group activities in addition to studying various health 
concepts.  There will be a fee which will cover ice time 
and travel.  It will probably be in the range of $200.00.  
You do not have to be a very skilled hockey player 
as the goal is to accommodate for all levels of skill.  
Please discuss this exciting opportunity with your son 
or daughter.

In addition, we are now offering the popular Rhythm 
and Movement course in Grade 12.  Currently this 
course is offered as a Grade 11 credit.  The goal is to 
have more females continue on in Phys Ed and stay 
active.  This will give females another option as they 
work towards graduation. There is no prerequisite; 
therefore, you do not have to have the Grade 11 
credit first.

OFSAA TRY DAY “tchoukball”
By Mr. P. Sullivan
Students of St. Francis were introduced to a new 
and exciting game called “Tchoukball” as part of 
OFSAA’s Try Day Program. The students had a 
great time and this game will be a great addition 
to our Physical Education Program. The game 
involves throwing a ball against a trampoline 
typed goal and attempting to have it hit the floor 
before your opponent catches it.  The money for 
the equipment was provided by OFSAA.  Special 
thanks to Mr. O’Leary, Mr. Macoretta, and Ms. 
Frendo for organizing this event..

Thank you to our many volunteers 
who give so generously of 

their time and talents!

STUDENT SERVICES
By Mrs. L. Siuciak, Program Chair

GRADUATION EXERCISES
As the end of the school year quickly approaches, 
we are preparing for our Graduation Exercises which 
will be taking place on Wednesday, June 25th at 
6:00 p.m. at St. Alfred's Church.  Students must 
have completed their 30 credits and 40 hours of 
community service and are expected to participate 
in the Board Graduation Celebration on Thursday, 
May 15th.  The St. Francis Graduation Retreat Day 
is scheduled for Wednesday, May 21st.  Graduation 
fees are due by Friday, May 30th, payable to St. 
Francis Catholic Secondary School.  Please submit 
to Mrs. Hubbard in the main office.  Postdated 
cheques will not be accepted.  The fee for the 
dinner ticket for a guest (non-graduate) is $50.00.  
A morning Mass will be held for our graduates in 
conjunction with the year end St. Francis Catholic 
Secondary School Mass.  Families of graduates are 
welcome to attend this celebration.  

SECONDARY SUMMER SCHOOL
Applications are now available for Summer School 
Courses.  The Niagara Catholic District School Board 
is offering New Credit Courses from July 2nd    to July 
29th  from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (120 hours).

The new credit Grade 10 courses are:
CHV2O Civics(0.5 credit) 
GLC2O Guidance and Career Education (0.5credit)
PAF2O  Physical and Health Education (1.0 credit) 
Enhanced Activity Fee $70.00
TGJ2O Communications Technology (1.0 credit)

Upgrading is available for students who have 
achieved a grade of 40% or more and have attended 
classes during the school year to qualify.
Classes for Upgrading will run from July 2nd to July 
18th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

The NCDSB will also be offering new credit courses 
for Grades 11 and 12 at the St. Thomas Campus.  
The following courses will be available:  
BTA Information Technology
BTX4C Information Technology
ENG3C English
MBF3C Mathematics for Personal Life
MCT4C Mathematics for College, Technology
ENG4C English

All applications are available in Student Services.
 Please call (905)646-2002 X 2143 for  more 
 information.
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SCIENCE
By Mr. J. Candeloro, Program Chair
Students taking Science this semester are beginning 
to prepare themselves for up coming contests in 
Physics, Chemistry and Biology.  All of these contests 
are made from various universities in Ontario and 
prove to be very challenging for the students, yet 
rewarding.  Many of our past students have excelled 
on these contests and we are very hopeful this year 
will be the same.  In other news, with the spring 
weather fast approaching, a couple of science 
excursions are being planned for several classes to 
take advantage of teaching outside the classroom.

On April 9th, Irene Cha was recognized for all of her 
hard work through the Brock Mentorship Program in 
which she received an award at the Regional Science 
Fair.  Irene received the Brock University Social 
Science Award for her work with brain waves and 
their connection to sleep disorders.  A special thank 
you goes out to Mr. DiPietro who supervised Irene for 
the six months during the Mentorship Program and 
Dr. Cote from Brock University for accepting Irene 
in her lab to make this experiment possible.  The 
Science Department is looking forward to sending 
more students next year for this amazing opportunity 
to work on exciting laboratory experiments.

SOCIAL SCIENCE
By Mr. C. Bufalino, Program Chair
The Social Science Department has attempted 
to “go green” this year with many activities and 
events.  All the teachers have developed and 
utilized environmental lessons and activities.  At 
the same time, the Eco-schools Team has been 
pushing forward with its initiatives to minimize waste 
and conserve energy.  We had our first waste free 
lunch and we hope to continue having waste free 
lunches every Friday until the end of the school year, 
beginning on Friday, April 18th.   

Guest speaker Angelo Mazzutto delivered an 
important message regarding shopping habits; he 
provided ideas that will enable all of us to evaluate 
our purchases with an environmental focus.  His 
presentation, to the entire student body, was held 
during a Period 6 Assembly on Wednesday, April 9th. 

Finally, we are planning many activities for our first 
Environment Week, which will be held the first week 
in May.  We are hoping this will become an annual
event and that we can connect with the entire school 
community in providing the students with both 
enjoyable and informative activities.

ARTS & MODERNS
By Mrs. K. Phelan-Savage, Program Chair

GUYS & DOLLS “Rocked the Boat” AT RIDLEY’S 
MANDEVILLE THEATRE
It’s hard to believe that after all of the rehearsals, 
the sewing, building and painting, it is all over.  
The experience of working in a real theatre was 
exciting for all those involved and at times a little 
intimidating, but everyone from the props, makeup, 
set and tech crews to the band and cast came 
together in the end for an outstanding production!  

Many thanks to all of the students, staff, and parents 
who helped on stage, behind the scenes, or offered 
their support throughout this process.  We will 
remember the on stage romances of Sarah and Sky, 
Adelaide and Nathan, and show stoppers like “Luck 
Be a Lady”, “Sit Down You’re Rockin’ the Boat”, and 
of  course “Guys & Dolls”, for a long time to come.  
Congratulations to all!

ITALIAN CLASS
By Mr. L. Gandola
The Grade 10 and 11 students who took the 
Italian course last semester will have the chance 
to participate in the “Italian Contest”.  On Friday, 
May 2nd, Professor Ernesto Virgulti, Director 
of Italian Studies at Brock University, will host 
this exciting day for students of all the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board’s Secondary 
Schools. Details about the contest are still in the 
works.

FRENCH CLASS
By Mrs. R. Bianco
The Grade 12 French class will be involved in the 
Brock-Niagara French contest on Thursday, May 
8th where they will test their written and oral skills.  
Bonne chance!!! 

MONTREAL TRIP
By Mrs. R. Bianco
Students studying French at St. Francis are excited 
about the upcoming Montreal trip in May.  We have 
a great itinerary planned for our three day stay and 
are looking forward to using our French skills in this 
fun-filled adventure!  Our trip will take place from 
Monday, May 12th to Wednesday, May 14th.  Bon 
voyage!!  
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CALENDAR  OF EVENTS
APRIL

Tuesday, April 22nd
Rodger Barton, Shakespearean Actor
Presents to English & Drama Students

Thursday, April 24th to Friday, April 25th
Boys Soccer Tournament

Thursday, April 24th & Friday, April 25th
Ring Orders

Friday, May 25th
Out of Unform Day

Sunday, April 27th 
Early Bird Regatta, St. Catharines 

Sunday, April 27th to
Saturday, May 3rd 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 
"We Are Called"

Monday, April 28th
Grade 7 Masses for Feeder Schools

Tuesday, April 28th 
Catch The Spirit Award

Tuesday, April 29th 
Guest Speaker - Dr. Jean Clinton 

7:00 (Gymnasium)

Wednesday, April 30th
Easter Mass

Wednesday, April 30th 
Buddy Day

MAY
Friday, May 2nd

Italian Contest at Brock University

Friday, May 2nd to Monday, May 5th 
Wyandotte Regatta

Sunday, May 4th
4th Annual Golf Tournament

Live Life Large
Remembering Suzanne AuCoin

Monday, May 5th 
ARC Meeting at Holy Cross Secondary

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Tuesday, May 6th 
Guest Speaker - Jason Evert

10:00 a.m.

Thursday, May 8th 
Brock-Niagara French Contest

Friday, May 9th
McMaster Smiles for Kids Campaign

Saturday, May 10th
Tag Day, St. Catharines

Sunday, May 11th
Mother's Day Regatta, St. Catharines

Monday, May 12th to Wednesday, May 14th
Montreal Trip

Tuesday, May 13th
Gr.ade 11 English Field Trip 

Stratford to see Hamlet

Thursday, May 15th
Niagara Catholic District School Board
Class of 2007 Graduation Celebration

Thursday, May 15th 
Graduation Requirement

40 Hours Community Service
Documentation Due Today

Thursday, May 15th to Saturday, May 17th
Stotesbury Cup, Philadelphia, PA

Friday, May 16th
Professional Activity Day
System-wide Faith Day

Saturday, May 17th and Sunday, May 18th
South Niagara Regatta, Welland

Monday, May 19th
Victoria Day

Statutory Holiday

Wednesday, May 21st
St Francis Grad Retreat Day

Wednesday, May 21st
Partners In Catholic Education

Thursday, May 22nd
School Council Meeting

6:00 p.m.
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     CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, June 15th

Father's Day

Monday, June 16th 
ARC Meeting at Denis Morris Secondary

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 18th
Markbook Reports Sent Home Today

Thursday, June 19th to
Wednesday, June 25th

Final Examinations

Tuesday, June 24th
Graduation Gown Pickup

9:00 - 11:00 a.m. (Room 126)

Tuesday, June 24th
MANDATORY Graduation Rehearsal

1:00 p.m. at St. Alfred's Church

Wednesday, June 25th
Graduation Exercises

6:00 p.m. at St. Alfred's Church

Wednesday, June 25th
Last Day of School Today

Thursday, June 26th & Friday, June 27th
Professional Activity Days

Thursday, June 26th
Graduation Dinner Dance

7:00 - 11:00 pm
John Michael Conference Centre

Thursday, June 26th
Nearly New Uniform Sale

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. (Cafeteria)

Sunday, June 29th
Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul

Open House at the Diocesan Catholic Centre
3400 Merrittville Hwy

JULY
Tuesday, July 1st 

Canada Day - Statutory Holiday

First Week of July
Final Report Cards Distributed

Saturday, May 24th & Sunday, May 25th
American Schoolboy Championships

Saturday, May 24th
WOSSA, London (Overnight)

Sunday, May 25th
Ridley Sprints, St. Catharines

Sunday, May 25th
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ

Special Eucharist 3:00 p.m. at Brock

Monday, May 26th
ARC Meeting at St. Francis Catholic Second-

ary
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Monday, May 26th
Markbook Reports Sent Home Today

Tuesday, May 27th
Media / Communication Field Trip

Toronto

Thursday, May 29th
Closing School Mass

Friday, May 30th
Out of Uniform Day

Friday, May 30th 
Graduation Fees Due Today

Friday, May 30th to Sunday, June 2nd
Canadian Schoolboy Regatta, St. Catharines

JUNE
Thursday, June 5th

Youth Artist Gallery at the
Niagara Catholic District School Board

Friday, June 6th
Recognition Day

Thursday, June 12th
Past & Present Leaders

Thursday, June 12th & Friday, June 13th
Gr 9 Math Assessment

Friday, June 13th
All Library Books Due Today


