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April is a time of renewal, in many senses of the word. 
The rains renew our fields and wash away the evidence of winter. 
Jesus’ resurrection is another sign of renewal in our Catholic faith.

As we continue in the Easter season, we thank God for our many 
blessings and ask that we continue to have the strength, stamina 
and focus to continue our mission of living the Gospel values as a 
Catholic Secondary School community.

Mid-term reports have been sent home with students and we ask 
parents to review the status of their child’s progress in their various 
courses. Please contact your child’s teacher or teachers if you 
have any questions or concerns pertaining to your child’s progress 
in their courses.

Please note that a number of relevant activities will be taking place 
at Saint Francis in the coming months, including:

•  Catholic Education Week will be held May 3rd - 8th.
•  There will be a board “Faith Day” on Friday, May 15th. This
            is a Professional Activity day for staff and there will be no
            classes for students on this day. Additionally, Monday, 
            May 18th will be the Victoria Day holiday. Thus, classes will 
            resume on Tuesday, May 19th.
•  Our Graduation Prom will take place at Jon Michaels’
            Banquet Hall in Thorold on Friday, May 29th.
•  The Grade 9 EQAO Math Assessment will be conducted on
            Wednesday, June 10th and Thursday, June 11th.
•  Our Student and Staff Recognition Day will take place on
            Friday, June 12th.
•   Final Exams will run from Thursday, June 18th to Wednesday,
            June 24th.
•  Graduation Exercises will take place at the Niagara-on-the-
            Lake campus of Niagara College (Glendale Ave.) on
            Wednesday, June 24th at 6:00 p.m.

May God continue to bless the Saint Francis community as we 
progress toward our year-end activities.
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To continue our mission of 
reaching out to others during 
the Easter season, Student 
Council provided Easter 
goodies for the children of 
Gillian’s Place.  This was our 
fifth year putting together 
baskets full of chocolates and 
toys for the children who stay  
there over the Easter weekend. 

We have many more exciting 
events coming up as we head 
towards the end of the school 
year.  On May 5th, we are holding 
student council elections for the 
2015-16 school year.  On May 
6th, the council and moderators 

will be volunteering at Start Me Up Niagara, an 
Outreach Centre in St. Catharines that works 
with individuals who are facing significant life 
challenges.  We will be helping out at SMUN’s 
Green Garden located at the Vineland 

Research and Innovation Centre, 
which helps grow nutritious food 
to support the organization’s 
kitchen.  We are excited about 
this wonderful Christian service 
opportunity.

At the end of May we look forward 
to attending the Student Senate’s 
Annual Leadership Symposium 
held at Club Roma.  Both outgoing 
and incoming councils are invited 
to hear a motivation speaker, eat 
lunch together, and discuss the 

ways in which our councils can better enrich 
the students’ experiences at our eight Catholic 
high schools. To cap off this busy school year, 
we will be hosting our Annual Recognition Day 
BBQ and afternoon of fun on Friday, June 12th 
to celebrate the hard work and dedication of 
our entire Saint Francis community!

Student Council has been 
busy since the start of second 
semester working behind the 
scenes of the school.  Student 
Council planned many events to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day week.  
We sold “crushgrams” and candy 
kabobs, and finished the week 
with love song karaoke in the 
cafeteria.  In addition, we held our 
first ever Phoenix Skate, with over 
60 students heading over to Bill 
Burgoyne Arena for an afternoon 
skate.  It was so much fun that we 
plan to make this an annual winter event.    

Next, we organized a pancake/pajama day.  To 
begin the Lenten season, on Shrove Tuesday, 
council members cooked up a delicious 
pancake and sausage breakfast for the whole 
school to enjoy.  

To continue our 
mission of reaching 

out to others 
during the Easter 
season, Student 
Council provided 

Easter goodies for 
the children of 
Gillian’s Place.   

Student Council
 Mrs. M. Wall & Mrs. A. Scala

      Richelle Godoy        Janine Pagaduan      Maryam Memon

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES
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ART CLUB ALIVE AND WELL!
Ms T. Lambert

This year Art Club members have had many interesting opportunities to advocate for the 
Arts in our community.  Our year began with members creating the artistic contributions for our 
successful float in the Grape and Wine Parade.  In October, we aided in the Annual Pilgrimage 
effort by providing artistic contributions for the banner and four smaller crosses.  Special mention 
to Annie Yang for her design and creation of the large pilgrimage cross.  November saw Art Club 
members hang an art show at Linhaven Home, showcasing 20 works of art for the residents to 
enjoy, which were displayed until May.

December, during the Christmas season, art members travelled to the St. Catharines Greater 
Niagara Hospital to paint Christmas scenes on 8 large windows.  Members brought their Christmas 
cheer home and also decorated our front foyer windows.  In February, club members participated 
in a Valentine’s Day celebration at Immaculée Conception Catholic Elementary School, by 
assisting with art and craft activities and face painting.  In April, 13 Art Club members individually 
created art pieces to accompany the 13 lines of the prayer of Saint Francis.  These works will be 
displayed throughout the halls of Saint Francis in the near future.

The Art Club members are currently preparing for our Annual Side Walk Chalk Festival on 
Wednesday May 27th.  Come and join the Art in the Park evening event which showcases the art, 
music, and drama talents within our school.  Club members are also preparing for the Youth Artist 
Gallery (YAG) held annually at the Catholic Education Center.  Ten framed works of art and four 
sculptures will be on display on the evening of Thursday June 4th.

Personally, I would like to commend our Art Club members for their spirit and dedication 
accomplishing so much year after year! 

EcoSchools
Miss L. Fazzalari

So far this year the Saint Francis EcoSchools team has dedicated their efforts to bettering 
the school community by bringing awareness to environmental issues facing today’s world, as 
well as those issues affecting us.  Club members have conducted classroom presentations 
educating students and staff about our current waste disposal practices and clarifying those 
common misconceptions.  The EcoSchools team also had the opportunity to participate in a 
school-wide garbage/recycling audit.  Other important events that were spearheaded by our club 
this year included an Earth Hour initiative, where the entire school turned out the lights to increase 
awareness about energy consumption, and a battery recycling competition in which over 700 
used batteries were properly disposed.  We will be continuing to monitor energy conservation and 
waste management throughout the school as well as take on some new initiatives dealing with 
the greening of our school.  The EcoSchools team is welcoming any members of the community 
to participate in the planning and implementation of our future greening project.  For more 
information please contact the school.  
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As we are mid-way through 
our second semester at Saint 
Francis, there are many things 
going on in our department!   
Our students have begun new 
and exciting Co-operative 
Education placements this 
semester.  Students in our 
Special Education Classroom 
are participating in Co-op 
placements at  the Geneva 
Street Swiss Chalet and at the 
DanNel Coach Lines Company 
Bus Depot in St. Catharines.  
Other students within the 
Special Education Department 
participate in placements at 
many other locations, including 
The Frosted Cupcake on Lake 
Street,  The Royal Henley 
Retirement Community on 
Ontario Street, Heidehof 
Home for the Aged and Wal-
Mart at the Fairview Mall.  
We are very appreciative 
for the opportunities these 
organizations provide for our 
Special Education students 
each year! 

Our Special Education Class 
students continue to bake 
muffins for our daily Breakfast 
Program and for our P3 after-

Special Education Department News 
Mrs. T. Casburn

school tutoring program. In 
addition, the Breakfast Program 
continues to be run by the 
staff of our Special Education 
Department, with assistance 
from the Special Education 
Classroom students, each 
day.  The program continues to 
be very popular with all of the 
students at Saint Francis! 

The Special Education 
Department staff and students 
would also like to welcome 
back Mrs. Kish for this second 
semester. Mrs. Kish had been 
with us previously, and we are all 
happy to have her return to Saint 
Francis for another semester!

Finally, our Special Education 
Classroom students just 
participated in the Beach 
Volleyball Day at Holy Cross. 
They will be going on a bowling 
outing in May and another 
Special Education Classroom 
event at Notre Dame in June.  

P3 Continues to Thrive
Thanks to all our dedicated 
peer tutors, P3 continues to 
be a busy and thriving hub 
of learning!

The Library Information 
Centre is full of students 
reviewing work, studying for 
tests and working on group 
assignments from 2:30-3:30 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays.  

As always, a heartfelt 
thank-you goes out to our 
Special Education team for 
providing satisfying, and 
sustaining muffins to keep 
our energy up!
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Department News
FSF/INTERNATIONAL 
LANGUAGES
Mme. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International languages 
department was quite busy preparing 
for the 19th Annual French/Italian/
Spanish Public Speaking Contest.  The 
contest was held on March  5th 
at Club Roma.  The contest is 
open to all students within 
the NCDSB.   The event 
was a huge success 
with well over 100 
participants, with 
judges from 
Brock University 
and many 
retired teachers 
and program 
chairs.  

Congratulations 
to Mahdi Vafaei, 
who came in 1st  
place in the FSF 
grade11 Plus category, 
and to Alex Bula who 
came in first in the grade10 
FSF Plus category.  Both Mahdi 
and Alex will be travelling to Glendon 
College on May 9th to compete in the 
provincial concours.

The grade 11 and 12 French students 
will also be participating in the Annual 
Brock Niagara French contest, which 
will be held at Brock University on May 
13th.  This contest is open to all grade 
11 and 12 French students from the 
entire Niagara Region.  Students will 
be tested on their written, oral, and 
communication skills.  

Bonne chance à tous les participants!

The Italy Travel Credit Course (IDC 30) 
has returned from 2 fantastic weeks 
in Italy.  The students visited Rome, 
Assis, Vinci, Siena, Florence, Verona, 
Padova, and Venice.  They experienced 
the life, culture, history, art, music 
and language of Italy.  The students 
presented their ISU’s on site giving their 

classmates an experience that 
they will remember forever.

Information meetings for 
Italy 2016 (IDC 3O) 
will be held at the end 

of June and again 
at the beginning of 
September, when 
we will have the 
official registration 

for the course.

The French classes 
will also be travelling 

to Toronto to visit 
and experience the St. 
Lawrence Market and visit 

the many different cultural 
areas in the Toronto area.  They 

will see first hand the importance 
of studying and learning a second 
language and what an asset it is the 
workplace.

The aim of our department is to 
demonstrate how languages are 
an asset for our future and how the 
knowledge of a second language will 
open many doors and opportunities for 
all of us.
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LIBRARY INFORMATION CENTRES
Access Learning Video Streaming

Access Learning is Canada's leading provider of educational media and offers instant on-
demand access to over 4,500 full length and 20,000 clip level educational video programs.  This 
web based program has award winning content accessible 24 hours a day, 7 seven days a week.  
Educators can search, stream and download content that has been correlated to provincial 
curriculum.  The Board has recently subscribed to Access Learning, for use at school and at 
home.  

Teacher guides are available for 33% of Access Learning titles.  These can be found listed under 
“resources” with the associated title.

IP Authentication is used when teachers and students log in from school; therefore, not requiring 
a username and password.  However, when logging in from home you will be required to have 
a personal account, which will provide downloading privileges and the ability to save Playlists of 
favourite titles.  Any playlist created on the school computer will go into the playlist file for the entire 
Board. Choose your name carefully.  When accessing the playlists from your personal computer 
you will only see your playlists.  When you access the playlists from the school computer you will 
see the playlists of all teachers within the Board.  You may want to organize them in a structure 
that meets the needs of your school.  (i.e.: by school, by department or grade, and by teacher 
name).

Teachers who wish to log in from home must first create their own individual account.  A promo 
code allows you to quickly set up a unique account. 

 Go to http://www.accesslearning.com
 Enter the promo code NCDSB.T in the “Promo Code” box located in the login section
           Click Go    
 The promo code will be added to the registration form
 Enter your email address and click “Create User”
 Enter a username and password
 Enter personal information
 Read and agree to the “terms of use”
 Click “Create User”

Generic student accounts have been created.  School library technicians were introduced to 
Access Learning at the November 14th Professional Development Day.  Please speak with your 
school library technician for more information.
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
MAY

Sunday, May 3 - Friday, May 8
 

Monday, May 4
Catch the Spirit Award

Tuesday, May 5
Buddy Day

Wednesday, May 6 - Friday, May 8
Niagara Catholic Annual Baseball Classic

Thursday, May 7
Catholic Education Week Mass

Mental Health Fair

Friday, May 8
Spirit Wear Day 

Monday, May 11
MADD Presentation -- 10:00-11:00 a.m.

Thursday, May 14
Class of 2015 Graduation Celebration

Partners in Catholic Education

Friday, May 15
PA Day

Monday, May 18
Victoria Day Holiday

Wednesday, May 20
Student Leadership Symposium

Friday, May 22
Niagara Sexual Assault Dress down day

Maplewood Mark Book

Thursday, May 23
Markbook Reports

Wednesday, May 27
Art in the Park/ Sidewalk Chalk Festival

Thursday, May 28
Art in the Park rain date

Friday, May 29
Graduation Prom

World Religions Field Trip
Casual Dress day

JUNE
Wednesday, June 3 - Thursday, June 4

EQAO Math Practice 

Thursday, June 4
Youth Artists' Gallery
Closing School Mass

Friday, June 5
Spirit Wear Day

Christian Community Service Hours due
Special Education Basketball

Wednesday, June 10 - Thursday, June 11
Math EQAO Assessment

Wednesday, June 10 - Wednesday, June 17
French/Italian Oral Examinations 

Monday, June 15 
Maplewood Mark Book

Locker Clean Out

Thursday, June 18 - Wednesday, June 24
EXAMS

Wednesday, June 24
GRADUATION 

Thursday, June 25 - Friday June 26
PA Day

JULY
Friday, July 3

Final Report Card Distribution

Monday, July 13 - Thursday, July 16
Saint Francis Basketball Camp


