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Principal’s Message

As we come to the end of another successful and 
spirited year, we are grateful for the wonderful 
students and committed staff and parents who enrich 
our lives on a daily basis.

Our students continue to bring us pride with their 
academic, artistic and athletic accomplishments 
and continue to grow in their understanding of what 
it means to help those in need.  Whether it has been 
through our social justice events, fundraisers or 
simply helping someone with a personal need, Saint 
Francis Catholic Secondary School stands out as a 
school community that cares to make a difference.

As Mr. Timmins and myself come to the end of our 
tenure at Saint Francis, we thank all of our students, 
staff, parents and stakeholders for their unwavering 
support over the past several years.  We have been 
blessed to serve this community.  On your behalf, we 
welcome Mr. Jim Whittard as in-coming principal and 
Mr. Tony DellaVentura as in-coming vice-principal.  
We know that Mr. Whittard and Mr. DellaVentura will 
enjoy your continued support and that they in turn will 
put their full effort into the Saint Francis community.  
We also recognize Mr. Jay Cukierski as he moves to 
Saint Michael Catholic High School, Mr. Pat O'Leary 
as he returns to Notre Dame College School and 
Mrs. Gracie O'Leary who has accepted a position 
at Denis Morris Catholic High School. We thank our 
two Long-Term teachers, Ms. Kelsey Molnar and 
Ms. Theresa Chennard as they move on to new 
assignments. We would also like to acknowledge 
Ms. Jasmine Montanna, an Educational Assistant 
who will be moving to a new community.

Finally, we would like to congratulate our graduates as 
they continue to pursue post-secondary education or 
the workplace and pray that they continue to work with 
passion and deep faith in whatever comes their way.  May 
they share and treasure their wonderful God-given gifts 
and values of a Catholic education.

On behalf of the entire Saint Francis community, please 
pause to make time for Christ and enjoy your family and 
friends this summer.  God bless! 

Ken Griepsma

PHOENIX to Ride Again!

Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 24th as 
Saint Francis looks to continue its participation in the 
Niagara Wine Festival Grande Parade.

Saint Francis staff and students will once again be 
designing and riding a float for this year's parade.

If you have, or know someone who has, a suitable flat-
bed trailer or semi truck to pull a trailer and would be 
willing to donate it's use for the day of the parade, 
please contact Mr. Tony DellaVentura, in-coming Vice-
Principal at:

antonio.dellaventura@ncdsb.com
See you there!

Thank you also to Rankin Construction and the Rankin 
family for all their help and assistance with this event 
over the past several years.
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 Relay for Life

Saint Francis’ 2016 Relay for Life event, which was held on June 10th, was a 
tremendous success. The amount of student participation and team work was 
overwhelming, with over 300 participants and 36 teams. The twelve-hour relay 
was filled with fun activities such as zumba, yoga, karaoke, dance-offs, three-
legged races, and more. 

The students had a wonderful time and the staff was amazed by the energy and 
enthusiasm demonstrated by all of our participants. The number of students 
running and walking around the track throughout the night, in support of those 
who have lost their battles with cancer, was truly inspiring and admirable. 
Not only did our Phoenix demonstrate impressive teamwork and dedication 
throughout the evening, but they also came together as a community to raise 
money leading up to the event. Many students solicited door-to-door, held car 
washes, bake sales, stood outside of local establishments to collect donations, 
and some even held garage sales.  

Together, Saint Francis raised $54, 550 for the Canadian Cancer Society. We 
surpassed our goal of $50,000, and that is due to the overwhelming support 
received from students, parents, and members of the community. The Relay 
for Life committee and the entire Saint Francis community are extremely 
gracious for this support, without which, accomplishments such as this would 
not be possible. 
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University of Waterloo Math Contest Awards

Awards were presented for exceptional achievement in this year’s University of 
Waterloo Mathematics Contests. The top scorer in each of grades 9-12 received 
a School Champion Medal and those scoring in the top 25% in Canada received a 
Certificate of Distinction. The top scorer in grade 12 was also awarded an Outstanding 
Achievement plaque. The following students were honoured at our Recognition Day 
assembly on Friday June10th.

               Pascal, Grade 9   Cayley, Grade 10
Musa Huq         Medal and Certificate  Evan Garland      Medal and Certificate
Dylan Wall        Certificate   Aiva Perrone       Certificate
       Ashley Li              Certificate

 Fermat, Grade 11                   Euclid, Grade 12
Peter Song   Medal and Certificate  Thomas Dedinsky   Medal and Plaque
  
Mathletes
Congratulations, goes to Thomas Dedinsky for receiving the Mathletes award, at our 
Recognition Day assembly on June 10th.
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Girls Slo-Pitch

The girl’s slo-pitch team had another great season. We had several new players 
this year who quickly learned the game of slo-pitch. The zone tournament this 
year was held at Optimist Park on May 11, the girls improved throughout the 
day and lost a tough game in semifinal action to South Lincoln, finishing 3rd 
of 12 teams. We also attended the Sir Winston invitational tournament on May 
25th and finished 5th of ten teams. It was great to see so many new players 
enjoying and learning the game of slo-pitch.

This years’ team was led by Captains Emily Petro and Kristen Balanowski, 
followed by veterans Chantelle Balanowski,  Sarah Cutting, Tania Yousef 
second year players Maddy Maheu, Madison Ruzylo, Sydney Bodfield, 
Emma Casburn, and rookies Yetsica Benites, Laura Ferrante, Emma 
Holjak, Paulina Sergenese, Laura Cornelius, Sarah Cotnam and Tiffany 
Stevenson.

Thanks for the help from alumni players Leanne Collison and Stephanie Polluck 
Coach Mrs. Frendo and Manager Sue Weigert.

Run Club Members
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Run Club!

Runs from Sept.-June. We run twice a week to keep fit, stay healthy and achieve some 
personal goals. Learn to run 3k, 5k, and 10k. Keep an ear open for upcoming announcements 
and join us in September.
                 

Peach Bud 10km run in Grimsby 
Pictures below
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Department News
Special Education Department News

 
This semester has been another busy one for the Special Education Department!  Our students 
have been busy participating in all of their classes, including numerous Co-operative Education 
placements. Students in our Special Education Classroom are participating in Co-op placements 
at the DanNel Coach Lines Company Bus Depot in St. Catharines, the Royal Henley Retirement 
Community and NEX-Niagara Entertainment Exchange.  Other students within the Special 
Education Department participated in placements at many other locations, including Heidehof 
Home for the Aged and Mark’s No-Frills.  We are very appreciative for the opportunities these 
organizations provide for our Special Education students each year! 

Sadly, we must say “good-bye” to one of our Educational Assistants, Jasmine Montana, at the end 
of this school year.  Jasmine was a wonderful addition to the Special Education Department and 
to the Saint Francis community! We thank Jasmine, and we wish her well, as she continues to 
support students with special needs in the Niagara Catholic District School Board. Jasmine’s new 
school will be gaining a tremendous Educational Assistant! 

This June also marked the graduation of two of our Special Education Classroom students, Johan 
Galeano and Ashlyn Noble.  Johan has attended Saint Francis for seven years, and he has been 
an exemplary participant in our school choir and in all of the Saint Francis school Masses and 
liturgies.  Ashlyn has been with us at Saint Francis for two years, but spent the previous four years 
within our Niagara Catholic District School Board as well.  Johan and Ashlyn will be greatly missed 
by the entire Saint Francis community!  We wish Johan and Ashlyn well as they begin this new 
chapter in their lives.  
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World Religion Classes Team up to Make a Change

This semester, the two grade 11 World Religion classes initiated a course project for 
their unit on Christianity; a school food drive for Community Care. The food drive, 
titled the “Works of Mercy Food Drive”, was led by Miss Fazzalari, Mrs. Labrovic, and 
their two grade 11 classes. The food drive lasted five days and was a huge success. 
Over 600 canned goods were donated and approximately 200 dollars was raised for 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Thank you to all of the students involved and anyone 
who supplied a donation to this wonderful cause. 
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The Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School Community was very fortunate to receive a renovation 
to our Chapel over the 2015-2016 school year.  The results are simply stunning!  This newly 
renovated space will serve the Saint Francis community for years to come and it is a very peaceful 
and spiritual setting where staff and students can take time away from their busy schedules to 
contemplate their relationship to Jesus Christ and their role within Catholic education and beyond.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Senior Administration for their support and the 
late Debra McCaffery for her efforts in making this renovation a reality.  Many future classes will 
be able to enjoy this wonderful space at the heart of Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School.

In blessing the newly renovated 
chapel, Bishop Bergie noted the 
special nature of a chapel in a Catholic 
school.  He compared the chapel to 
the heart of a body, supporting all that 
goes on in that body and provding 
nourishment and life to the various 
parts of the body.

We encourage all staff and students to 
use and respect this new space and to 
make visitng it a part of their daily or 
weekly routine.

God Bless all who enter!
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STUDENT COUNCIL

The 2015 / 2016 Student Council finished their year 
hosting a very successful Recognition Day fun day and 
barbeque. Mr. DiPietro, Mr. Barber, and Mr. Bufalino, 
Mr. DeAngelis and Mr. Jones served up a delicious 
hamburger lunch before the festivities got underway. 

One of the most popular activities continues to be our 
annual dodge-ball tournament. The intense competition 
kicked off in the gym with some very spirited teams, 
complete with their team shirts and headbands!  In 
the end, The Zoo, comprised of Daniel Reeds, Dakota 
Follick, Alex Vandenbrink, Braydon Roland, and Cole 
Munn, along with Mr. Smith as their sub, claimed the 
victory!  Outside on the field, the competition in our 
first ever Bocce Ball was just as passionate with The 
Paisanos, Andrew Pirritano and Tomas Venneri, our 
winners! A HUGE thank you to our amazing student council who worked tirelessly to organize this event 
as well as many others throughout the year!

Prior to Recognition Day, we hosted a very successful Rave and Spring Fling spirit week, attended an 
awesome leadership conference with motivational speaker Stu Saunders, however, one of our most 
exciting spring events, was the election of our new student council for 2016/2017.  Mrs. Scala, Mrs. Wall, 
and Mrs. Giroux would like to announce the members of next year’s student council:  

PRESIDENT Tommy Touzin 

VICE-PRESIDENT    
      

Diana Stodulski

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Kyle Wong

TREASURER Lauren Young

CHAPLAIN’S REP Ashley Li

CO-CURRICULAR/SOCIAL MEDIA REP   
   

Jennie Rankin

TECH  CO-ORDINATOR
             

Evan Garland

SENIOR REP Alexandra Bula

JUNIOR REP Isabella Agnino

STUDENT SENATE REP/CO-CHAIR Nico Tripodi

STUDENT SENATE REP Lucas Ferrante

                 
We welcome all our new members and look forward to an amazing 2016/2017 school year!
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July 11th - Main Office Closed for Summer

August 29 - Main Office Re-Opens

August 31st - Grade 9 Orientation and Breakfast - 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

August 31st - Gently Used Uniform Sale
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

September 6th - First Day of Classes

September 22nd - Grade 9 Curriculum Night - 6:30 
p.m.

September 28th - First Catholic School Council 
Meeting - 6:30 p.m. (staff room)

September 29th - Opening School Mass

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS


