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With late autumn upon us, the staff and students at Saint Francis Catholic 
Secondary School are settled in and working hard together both in the classroom 
and in a myriad of co-curricular and community activities.

Various sports teams have completed their regular seasons with a number of them 
qualifying for playoff action.  Many of our clubs have continued their mission of 
providing opportunities for growth and service.  Our staff continues their focus on 
academics and the progress of our students.

As a school community, there have been some defining moments: our Opening 
School Mass celebrated on September 25th, our magazine fundraising campaign, 
and our Annual Pilgrimage which raised over $42,000.00 to assist various projects 
in Haiti, Guatemala and the Dominican Republic. Saint Francis could not have 
been this successful without the support of such a wonderful, giving community. 
Our community certainly made the effort to, "Give Love."

Looking forward, there will be a number of events and opportunities for all of us to 
contribute to the growth of our students, staff and community.  From faith formation 
activities, to our Christmas basket campaign, to our Advent liturgy.  Saint Francis 
will be focused on the Advent season in the coming weeks.

We are welcoming a number of new staff members this year. Mr. Jay Fiocca has 
joined our Math department, Mrs. Deborah Spiotti has come on board in Drama and 
English and Mr. Salvatore Cirillo has been welcomed into our Special Education 
area. 

Mid-term Report Cards were sent home with students on Thursday, November 
20th and while there are no scheduled parent-teacher interviews at this time, we 
encourage parents to contact teachers if they have questions or concerns regarding 
the progress of their son or daughter.

In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to thank the students, parents, and staff 
of Saint Francis for their very welcoming, faith-based, and team-oriented approach 
to their school and their school community. God bless you all!

                        Mrs. C. D'Intino   Mrs. C. Dionne-Taylor    Mrs. K. Sorrell

                        NIAGARA GRAPE AND WINE PARADE
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“The Niagara Catholic District School Board, through the charisms of faith, social justice, support and leadership, nurtures an 
enriching Catholic learning community for all to reach their full potential and become living witnesses of Christ.” 
 
MEMO:  Special Education Memorandum – SE 126 (2014-2015) 
  
MEMO TO:  Elementary & Secondary Principals and Vice-Principals 
 
FROM:  Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
   
DATE:   Thursday, September 4, 2014 
 
SUBJECT:  SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 
    
CONTACT:  Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 
Please include the following insert in your next newsletter to parents/guardians about the Special Education 
Advisory Committee (S.E.A.C). 
 

The Special Education Advisory Committee (S.E.A.C) of the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board is made up of Association representatives and Trustees whose role is to support students 
with special education needs and their families. 
 
The Committee makes recommendations to the Board with regards to any matter relating to 
educational programs and services to be implemented in schools for our students. 
 
All parents are welcome to attend the monthly meetings and learn about different programs and 
supports that are available in special education.   
 
Meetings are held at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland, Ontario at 7:00 
p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month.  In the case of a holiday, it would be held on the 
second Wednesday. 
 
If you are unable to attend the meetings and wish further information, please visit our website at 
www.niagaracatholic.ca under Programs, Special Education, Special Education Advisory 
Committee or contact your school Principal who will provide you with a list of representatives 
and their contact information. 
 
S.E.A.C. continuously strives to ensure that the rights of students with diverse learning needs are 
being met both at the elementary and the secondary level as well as serving as a resource for 
parents of these children. 
For further information there are two links:  The Special Education Advisory Committee website; 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/seac and the Ministry of Education Special 
Education website www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/speced.html . 
 
Thank you for providing this information about S.E.A.C. to our school communities. 

 
c. Senior Administrative Council 

Christine Battagli, Consultant - Research, Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting 
Colleen Atkinson, Amy Dowd and David O’Rourke, Coordinators - Special Education 
Marco Magazzeni, Coordinator - Student Success 
Anthony Corapi, Coordinator – Staff Development 

    PILGRIMAGE 2014 – “GOT LOVE!”
                   Mrs. M. Hauber and Mrs. M. Drago

Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School students walked their 20th Annual Pilgrimage on Sunday, October 26th.  The 
beautiful weather of the day and the camaraderie among students was only surpassed by the deep compassion felt 
by the students for their brothers and sisters in the Third World.

This was another fantastic year for the Saint Francis community as over 480 students, parents and staff participated 
in this special event; we raised over $41,000.00.

As in years past, a large portion of the funds raised will be donated to our new adopted school, the Mary Immaculate 
Grammar School in Cap Haitian, Haiti.  Sister Doreen told us last year that they hope to build a water fountain, put a 
roof on their library, and as always, provide a hot meal for their children.  This meal is often the only meal of the day 
for these students.  Because of photos sent by Sr. Doreen, we were able to connect our students to the orphans who 
live on site at the school, and our students were truly able to walk “with” a child in their pocket this year.

Another fraction of the money will again be donated to International FogQuest Program for the continued construction 
of fog collectors in Guatemala and to the Dominican-Canadian Community Development Group to assist in the system 
of agribusiness for struggling communities in the Dominican Republic.  Finally, monies will be donated locally to the 
St.Vincent de Paul Society, the Maycourt Club – Christmas Toy Bureau, Habitat for Humanity, Niagara Region Sexual 
Assault Centre, Gillian’s Place and the Warehouse of Hope in St. Catharines.

The Saint Francis school community would like to thank you for your support of our Annual Pilgrimage project.  Our 
brothers and sisters in the Third World and here at home are grateful for all the hope that we have given and continue 
to give them.

 WE LOVED!



Make Me An Instrument Of Your Peace

S

A

I

N

T

F

R

A

N

C

I

S

H

O

M

E

O

F

T

H

E

P

H

O

E

N

I

X

Volume 1, November 2014

Phoenix Swim Team
Ms D. Scull and Ms R. Ceccato

The Saint Francis Swim Team is off to an excellent start this year with some new and some returning 
competitors.  We are thrilled to have para-swimmers  Rebeca Hayden, Chantelle Balanowski and Alex 
Evans again this year after winning the para team championship at OFSAA last year.

Newcomers this year include juniors Kailey Venus, Maddie Maheu, and  Brock and 
Bergen Steiger.  Senior swimmers include Sara Cotnam, Emily Stacey, Maddy Amorim,  
Stephanie Hicks, Isobel Rad and Faras Ali. 

Our season gets underway on November 13th with the Zone ¾ practice meet and ends in March when 
OFSAA takes place.

The 2014-2015 Phoenix are an excellent group of competitors and I look forward to watching them excel.

Cross-Country Team 2014
Ms Lambert

The Saint Francis Cross-Country Team consisted of 20 dedicated runners who ran daily regardless of weather. 
Training runs include trips to Port Dalhousie, J.C. Park, and around the residential area of Saint Francis.   

The Phoenix achieved fantastic results at all of our meets this year.  Many runners improved on their personal 
best times. Congratulations to the following competitors for their achievements:

BULLDOG INVITATIONAL September 23rd  Burgoyne Woods, St. Catharines
˃ Madeleine Nolan placed 6th out of 45 runners in the Junior Girls race.
˃ Paulina Sergnese placed 3rd out of 70 runners in the Senior Girls race. 
˃ Special mention to Chloe Trabucco & Emily Mestek for running well during their respective races. 

ZONE October 16th Fireman’s Park, Niagara Falls 
˃ Top 10 Individuals advance to SOSSA: Paulina Sergnese 1st & Maddy Nolan 1st  Samantha 
Hilimoniuk 2nd & Emily Mestek 10th  
˃ Individuals: Josh Saporito 11th & Victoria Terry 11th 
˃ Special Mention: to Kathryn Crozier, Ashley Li, Emma Holjak & Mikella Valvano for running well 
in their respective races! 

SOSSA October 23rd Fireman’s Park, Niagara Falls 
˃ Top 4 Individuals advance to OFSAA: Maddy Nolan 3rd Paulina Sergnese 4th   
˃ Individuals: Samantha Hilimoniuk 8th & Emily Mestek for running a great race and completing a 
competitive and successful X-Counrty season!

OFSAA November 1st University of Waterloo
˃ Congratulations to Maddy Nolan & Paulina Sergnese, OFSAA participants. Both team members 
ran a great race despite the freezing temperatures and highly competitive field!
˃ Special Mention to Alessandro Portonova a former X-Country Team member and graduate of Saint 
Francis for coming out to OFSAA at the U of Waterloo to cheer on the Phoenix Team

Mrs. Bianco, Mrs. Hauber & Ms Lambert are extremely proud of this year’s team achievements and would 
like to thank the athletes for their personal commitment and team spirit. We look forward to next season!

 
Co-curricular

Junior Girls Basketball
Mr. Fiocca

The Junior Girls Basketball Team had a very successful 2014 season despite the disappointing 
finish to their year, a hard fought 31-24 quarter-final play-off loss to Grimsby.  The team finished 
the year in fourth place with a record of 4 wins and 3 losses, highlighted by their exciting 32-29 
defeat of the second place Denis Morris Lady Redmen in the last game of league play. The team 
finished the year with an overall 9-7 record, and participated in 3 tournaments over that time.  

The year tipped off in September at the Saint Francis Tournament where the team played 3 very 
tough opponents and finished the tournament 1-2.  In early October the girls participated in the 
Collegiate tournament, where they played some of their best basketball of the year going 3-0 
and winning the Championship, defeating North Park, a very talented team from Brantford in the 
final.  In the final tournament, the 1st Annual Niagara College Tournament, the team played 2 very 
strong teams from Hamilton and finished with a record of 1-1, with the win going to the top team 
in Hamilton at the time.

Coaches Mr. Fiocca and Miss Bruzzese, and team Manager, Mrs. Giroux, would like to thank the 
girls for a great season, and look forward to great things for next year.  Go Phoenix!

FR: Hannah Crowder, 
Dahabo Ismaci l , 
J e n n i e  R a n k i n , 
Sophia Al-Kayed, 
Abby Ruetz

BR: Miss Bruzzese, 
Lyd ia  Se i f ,  Er in 
G i r o u x ,  S a m 
Hilimoniuk, Alika 
Wilks, Mr. Fiocca   
A b s e n t :  K a t i e 
Bufalino
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UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE APPLICATION INFO  
2014-2015   

 
 
UNIVERSITY APPLICATION PROCESS: 
 
All applications will be completed by computer on-line from home or school by the 
student through the Ontario University Application Centre. www.ouac.on.ca 
 
important dates to remember for university: 
November        Distribution of access codes for application                                                 
January 14       Deadline to submit On-line OUAC application for first consideration 
May 28            Date by which universities must respond  
June 1              Acceptance response may be required with a financial commitment 
 
fees:    recommended method is Visa/Mastercard online  
               $140.00 for 3 Universities 
                $47.00 for each additional selection (no limit) 
 
check prerequisites at:  www.electronicinfo.ca 
 
 
 
COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS: 
 
All applications will be completed by computer on-line from home or school by the student 
through the Ontario College Application Centre. www.ontariocolleges.ca  
 
You must register and create your own password.  Be sure to write down your username 
and password and your OCAS application number! 
 
important dates to remember for college: 
February 1      applications and payment due to OCAS for equal consideration 
February 1      earliest release of offers of admission 
May 1             last day to confirm acceptance of an offer 
 
fees:    recommended method of payment is Visa/Mastercard online 
              $95.00 for 5 programs (max. 3 at 1 college) 
 
 
 

Students are always encouraged to book an individual 
appointment in Student Services. 

P3 in Full Swing!

Once again, our after school help program, P3, is in full 
swing every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, in the 
library from 2:30 to 3:30.  P3 is a place to come to get 
help with a tutor, to work on group projects, to study for 
tests or just to get homework done.  Thanks to all our 
senior students who volunteer as tutors, and a special 
thanks to our Special Education department for their 
tireless baking of delicious muffins for snacks!

Special Education Department
Mrs. P. Casburn 

We are very pleased to welcome a new Educational Assistant to our department since the school 
year began.  Mr. Salvatore Cirillo has now joined us, and he works with many of our Special 
Education students throughout the day.  He is a wonderful addition to the Saint Francis community.
Our Special Education Classroom students have been very busy at the start of this school year.   
This fall, they have already participated in Special Needs Activity Program (SNAP) at Brock, and 
they also went bowling at Parkway Lanes. Currently, our students and staff are getting ready for 
our semi-annual Special Education Christmas Event at Saint Francis.  We are looking forward 
to welcoming staff and students from all eight of the secondary schools at Niagara Catholic on 
December 5th of this year.  

Parents are reminded that a draft copy of their child’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) was 
completed on October 17th and then sent home by mail.  Parents are encouraged to contact 
any of the teachers of the Special Education Department if they have any questions about these 
draft documents. The draft IEPs will become final copies at the end of the first semester, but will 
remain in draft form until that time. 

 Department News
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FSF/International Language
Mme. M. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International Language classes have been quite busy so far this year.  Our language 
students had the opportunity to visit the St. Lawrence Market in Toronto.  The students quickly 
realized that the market is made up of many different cultures and nationalities. They also 
understood the value of having a second, third and even a fourth language and how it will help 
them in the future.  We also had a tour of the many different cultural areas in Toronto and it was 
quite obvious that knowing another language was a pre-requisite and a necessity in a city such as 
Toronto.  The Italian students also had the opportunity to visit the AGO to explore the Michelangelo 
Exhibit.  They saw the many drawings and sketches of the great renaissance master.

Our IDC 30 Italy travel course is well under way; our students along with students from the other 
high schools within our board are studying the Geography and History of Italy as well as the art of 
the Renaissance and basic Italian.  They will then have the amazing opportunity to travel to Italy 
for two weeks in March and experience everything that they have studied first hand. It will be an 
experience they will never forget.
Our students will also have the opportunity to participate in the annual NCDSB French/Italian/
Spanish public speaking contest, which will be held in March at Club Roma.  Our grade 11 and 
12 French students will also be participating in the Annual Brock Niagara French Contest, which 
will be held in the spring.  The Italian students also have their own Italian Day that is held at Brock 
University in the spring.

Languages are the key to our future. Knowing a second language will open many doors to many 
different opportunities and success!

Science Department News
Mr. A. Chase

The science department has had a very exciting start to 2014.  Recently, the grade 9 science 
classes traveled to the Heartland Forest Nature Centre to do some hands on learning for their 
ecology unit.  Students were able to get outside and see the many parts of this ecosystem first 
hand.

We also had a large group of future phoenix attend science workshops during Take Our Kids to 
Work Day when grade 8 students from our feeder schools spent the day here at Saint Francis.  
Students were shown many interesting science demonstrations using the fundamentals found 
in our grade 9 science curriculum.  These showed how physical and chemical changes work 
through teacher demonstrations including liquid nitrogen and dry ice.  It was cool...literally!

There are several science test writing contests coming up in the new year.  All tests are written 
in the spring or early summer for grade 12 students interested in writing the University of Toronto 
National Biology Contest.  Waterloo University also offers contests for students in grade 12 
physics, grade 12 chemistry and grade 11 chemistry.  Any students interested in writing these 
exams should see Mr. Chase before the end of the semester.

"
These showed how physical and chemical changes 

work through teacher demonstrations 
including liquid nitrogen and dry 
ice.  It was cool...literally!

"
 The Italian students also had the 
opportunity to visit the AGO to explore 
the Michelangelo Exhibit.  They saw 
the many drawings and sketches of 

the great renaissance master.
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
Mrs. A. Cheng

The EQAO Mathematics Assessment of 2013-2014 has been released and all participating 
students have received an individual report.  The table below compares the results of participating 
Saint Francis students with students across the province.  Please note that some columns may 
not add to 100% because some students did not participate.

This year's grade 9 EQAO assessment will be written on Tuesday, January 20th and Wednesday, 
January 21st, 2015 for students taking math first semester.  All booklets are then marked by EQAO 
during the month of July and the results will be released sometime next fall. 

The school will run a period 2 assembly timetable on Wednesday, January 14th and Thursday, 
January 15th, 2015 at which time grade 9 students enrolled in applied or academic mathematics 
courses will attend EQAO preparation sessions.  In addition, EQAO questions will be incorporated 
on math tests throughout the semester.

 

LEVEL APPLIED ACADEMIC 
Saint Francis Province Saint Francis Province 

Level  4 0% 8% 13% 12% 
Level 3 57% 45% 75% 73% 
Level 2 36% 36% 11% 11% 
Level  1 7% 9% 2% 4% 
Below Level  1 0% 2% 0% <1% 
At or above 
Provincial 
Standard  
(Levels 3 and 4) 

57% 47% 87% 85% 

 
Saint Francis students performed very well this year and we are proud of their effort.            (con't)



Make Me An Instrument Of Your Peace

S

A

I

N

T

F

R

A

N

C

I

S

H

O

M

E

O

F

T

H

E

P

H

O

E

N

I

X

Volume 1, November 2014

 CLUBS & ACTIVITIES
Student Council
Mrs. A. Scala

The opening of the school year has been a busy one for Student Council.  We actually 
kicked off the year at the end of August with a Welcome Breakfast for the grade 9 students 
entering Saint Francis for the first time.  Here, future grads of 2019, were treated to a hot 
breakfast, door prizes and a tour of the facility.  September flew by with all the different 
activities, such as welcoming our new Grade 9 Representatives, Larissa DellaVentura 
and Nico Triopdi, to the fold, hosting a pep rally complete with a football lesson from Mr. 
Jones, selling concessions at the Night Under the Lights Game, and acting as tour guides 
at the Grade 9 Curriculum Night.  

October and November proved just as busy with Student Council performing their first 
“flashmob” to Michael Jackson’s Thriller, hosting our Halloween Dance, showing off our 
school to the Future Phoenix on Grade 8 day, as well as supporting our Senior Boys Football 
team in their championship game. Recently, Student Council participated in a fantastic 
team building event at Brock University which culminated with our team climbing the high 
ropes course.  Student Council wants to thank all staff and students for their support in all 
of our initiatives.

Next up for Student Council: December Spirit Week, Elf Day, Ugly Christmas Sweater Day.

Magazine Fundraiser
Mrs. A. Cheng

The Phoenix Fall Magazine Fundraiser, in 
support of co-curricular activities here at Saint 
Francis, enjoyed continued success this year. 
Staff, students and community members all 
contributed to the cause through the purchase 
of magazine subscriptions. 

A few students, in particular, should be 
commended for their incredible efforts.  
Mikella Valvano was this year’s Top Seller.  
Our next two top sellers were Celina Valvano 
and Daimon Chorozy.  The following students 
had 20 or more orders: Owen Christian, 
Alexandre McCafferty Leroux, Kathryn 
Crozier, Akin Ola, and Michaela Basciano.

Entire classes also took part in the fundraising 
fun.  The winning classes this year were 
Grade 9 Mr. DiPietro, Grade 10 Mme. Mauro-
Marshall, Grade 11 Mr. Venneri, and Grade 
12 Mr. Cukierski.  Mr. De Angelis’ class won 
a special breakfast for having the most on-
line orders.

Many thanks go out to all members of the 
Saint Francis community who made this 
year’s fundraiser a fabulous success.  Please 
remember that if you still want to order more 
magazines you can do so all year long by 
going to the website www.qsp.ca.  Remember 
to log on as Saint Francis so that our school 
will receive the profits.    

Catholic School Council
Mrs. M. Au
Greetings to all from your Catholic School Council!  
It was very encouraging to see some new parents 
join us in September. Many different cultures are 
represented at the table and that adds interest and 
diversity to the group.

We raised a good amount of money selling used 
uniforms before school started.   Please remember 
that we are always appreciative of donated items.   

We have had 2 meetings so far and our next one 
is on November 26th.   We always welcome new 
members.   We provided refreshments at the Grade 
9 Curriculum night and also helped with the BBQ at 
the pilgrimage.  In December we will be delivering 
Christmas baskets to very appreciate families in our 
school community.

Thank you for your interest in the council and enjoy 
the run up to Christmas!   

Mathletes
Mrs. A. Cheng
Mathletes is a club involving teams of four players 
facing off against teams from other NCDSB high 
schools, to answer questions correctly in the fastest 
time.   The questions are based on logic problems 
and all areas of Mathematics.  Teams must work 
together to solve the problems and calculators are 
not allowed.  

This year an amazing 90 students participated in 
the in-school tournament to determine which teams 
would advance to the Blessed Trinity tournament.

Thank you to everyone who came out to our in-
school tournament and best of luck to our teams 
who are advancing to the Blessed Trinity tournament 
on November 19, 2014! 

Danielle Wong
Maddie Nolan
Lucy Marano
Lauren Young

Olivia Janus
Nicholas Nolan
Andrew Sinclair
Mahdi Vafaei

Rachel Philip
Kate Tan
Fiona Peiris
Annie Yang

Antonella D’Arrigo
Avia Perrone
Justin Aubin
Erin Giroux

Victoria Terry
Matt Casburn
Brody Lowe
Larissa Hahamian

Hailey Craig
Alyssa Valentini
Sara Tritchew
Moyo Soji

Thomas Dedinsky
Shadi Sharififar
Daniel Rhyee
Madalyn Amorim

Jerry Joseph
Kyle Wong
Rodion Chyzhykov
Dayton Follick

Anna Mazur
Bernadette Kujani
Janine Pagaduan
Marvel Megaly

Evan Garland
Stuart Wing
Aidan Palujanskas
Mackenzie Napoli
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NOVEMBER

Wednesday, November 5
Take Your Kids to Work Day
Grade 8 Orientation Day (Future Phoenix Day)
Term One Ends (Civics/Careers)

Thursday, November 6
Term Two Begins (Civics/Careers)

Monday, November 10-Thursday, November 20
Grad Photos

Monday, November 11
Remembrance Day Assembly
King's College (Western) Presentation

Wednesday, November 12
Student Voice Conference
Mohawk College Presentation

Thursday, November 13
Culture of Life Conference
Spirit Wear Day

Friday, November 14
PA Day

Monday, November 17
Lakehead Presentation

Wednesday, November 19-Friday, November 21
Mike Sullivan Memorial Basketball Tournament

Wednesday, November 19
Mathletes Tournament

Thursday, November 20
Jr. Boys  Basketball Buy-in
Mid-Term Reports Distributed

Friday, November 21
University Presentation UOIT
Sr. Boys Basketball Buy-in

Wednesday, November 26-Friday, November 28
Reconcilliation

Friday, November 28
Casual Dress Day

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
DECEMBER

Monday, December 1
Bio Career Fair

Tuesday, December 2
Inagural Meeting of the NCDSB
Special $2.00 Buy out of Uniform

Wednesday, December 3
Mathletes Final Tournament
Mass Grade 8's/Advent Mass

Thursday, December 4
Christmas Road Show
Romeo and Juliet -- Toronto

Friday, December 5
World Religions Field Trip
Special Education Christmas Event

Monday, December 8
Markbook Report

Thursday, December 11
Christmas Concert

Monday, December 8 - Friday, December 12
Annual Christmas Roadshow and Concert

Friday, December 12
Spirit Wear Day

Wednesday, December 17
Locker Clean Out

Thursday, December 18
Christmas Baskets

Friday, December 19
Casual Dress Day

Monday, December 22 - Friday, January 2, 2015
Christmas Break Holidays/New Years

JANUARY

Friday, Janurary 9
Christian Community Service Hours Due
Spirit Wear Day

Wednesday, January 14 - Thursday, January 15
EQAO Practice

Thursday, January 15
Grade 8 Open House

Wednesday, January 15 - Thursday, January 16
EQAO Math Assessment -- Grade 9

Friday, January 16 - Thursday, January 22
French/Italian Oral Examinations

Friday, January 23 - Thursday, January 29
EXAMS 

Friday, January 30
PA DAY

Thank You to
Ozzie Mucciarelli

AVONDALE STORES
282 Linwell Road,

St. Catharines
for his continued support 


