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St. Francis Catholic Secondary School                   

          Niagara Catholic District School Board
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541 Lake Street, St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4H7
(905)646-2002 Phone (905)646-1452 Fax

There are a number of improvements to our 
school with our Special Education class getting 
a dishwasher, a revamped plumbing system 
and a brand new island and counter top, all to 
assist our students with life-skills development.  
Further, two of our Science labs were retrofitted 
with new outer wall cabinets (upper and lower), 
along with new Science Lab benches to assist 
in the various labs that students perform in their 
science classes.

A natural project choice was presented to some 
of our staff and students when we realized that 
we needed new concrete from our driveway to the 
staff room and in a corner of the front entrance.  
Mr. Van Bakel teamed up with Mr. Barber and 
his Grade 11 Technological Design class to both 
design and create the new cement walkways.  
Students, under the direction of staff, dug-out 
dirt, created forms, poured and spread gravel to 
prepare the site and then did most of the pouring 
and spreading of the cement for the project.  
This was truly a valuable real-world learning 
experience for our students.  A big thank you is 
also extended to Cotton Ready Mix, Sundance 
Farms and Robertson Rentals for their support, 
donations and heavily discounted materials and 
equipment. It is community partners such as 
these that allow our school to undertake these 
worthwhile projects.

With flu season approaching, we ask that you 
review with your children the various steps they 
can take to reduce the chances of contracting 
the flu (i.e. wash hands regularly, cough and 
sneeze into shirt sleeves rather than hands, etc.)  
Further, we have installed several hand sanitizers 
throughout the building for this purpose.

In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to 
thank the students, parents, and staff of St. 
Francis for their very welcoming, faith-based and 
team-oriented approach to their school and their 
school community.  God bless you all!

The St. Francis community endured a heart-
wrenching start to our school year with two 
recent students passing away suddenly during 
the Labour Day weekend.   The support of staff, 
students, and the St. Francis community has 
helped the families of our departed students, and 
indeed all of us, to move forward, stronger in our 
faith and in our commitment to one another.

With late autumn upon us, the staff and students at 
St. Francis Catholic Secondary School are settled 
in and working hard together both in the classroom 
and in a myriad of co-curricular and community 
activities.  Various sport teams have completed 
their regular seasons and some will begin playoff 
action soon.  Many of our clubs have continued 
their mission of providing opportunities for growth 
and service.  Our staff continues their focus on 
academics and the progress of our students.

As a school community, there have been some 
defining moments:  our opening Mass celebrating 
the Feast of St. Francis, our magazine fundraising 
campaign, and our annual Pilgrimage which has 
currently raised over $40,000.00 (with pledge 
money still coming in) to assist various projects 
in Haiti, Guatemala and the Dominican Republic.  
St. Francis certainly could not have been this 
successful without the support of such a wonderful, 
giving community.  Our community was certainly 
“Standing Up” along with us.

Looking forward, there will be a number of events 
and opportunities for all of us to contribute to 
the growth of our students, staff and community.  
From faith formation activities for staff, to our 
Christmas basket campaign, to our Advent liturgy, 
St. Francis will be focused on the Advent season 
in the coming weeks.

We are in the closing days of our uniform odyssey 
involving new uniform items and a new supplier, 
and we appreciate the patience of the entire 
St. Francis community throughout this time.  
We pledge to ensure that this process is much 
smoother, moving forward.
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will be installed at the Cathedral of St. Catherine 
on Tuesday, November 9th.  We pray that God 
will continue to bless the people of St. Catharines 
and Bishop Bergie as we continue on our journey 
of faith.

•     Retreats:  Each grade 9 student participated 
in a retreat activity day at the Optimist Hall on 
Linwell Ave.  Our focus was on change in our lives 
and how we handle it (Grade 9 Survival!) and 
the invitation to become involved in the school 
community. Thanks to approximately 40 senior 
students from our God Squad/Mentorship who 
helped to facilitate these days.  Their willingness 
to share their leadership talents really make 
it possible to have successful and meaningful 
retreat days.
• SCOEP (Spiritually Centred Outdoor 
Education Program):  Many students are 
once again looking forward to serving as a peer 
facilitator for grade 8 students from our feeder 
schools.  Teams of facilitators assisted the SCOEP 
team for Mother Teresa School in late September 
and St. Denis School in late October.  We can 
be very proud of our students as we receive very 
positive feedback from the SCOEP team on their 
participation.
•   Opening Mass for the Feast of St. Francis 
was celebrated on October 4th with Fr. John 
Vickers, CSC, as our celebrant.  It was a beautiful 
celebration of our faith and recognition of our 
patron Saint.

And coming up…
Grade 10 students will have a retreat in 
November

Reconciliation for grades 9 & 10  December 1 - 3

Advent Prayer Services December 6 - 10

Christmas Food Drive to begin December 7

Advent Mass will be celebrated on December 8

The Advent Season begins on Sunday, November 
28th.    We pray for each person and family in our 
St. Francis community, that this Advent will be a 
time of watchful hope and joyful anticipation as 
we make a place in our hearts for that great Love 
that was born at Christmas!

Parent Training Workshops
Check out www.ncys.ca for local workshops de-
signed to help develop parenting skills in a variety 
of situations.

School Council News
By Mrs. P. Remple, Chair

Our first School Council Meeting, October 30th, 
welcomed many returning parents and several 
new faces.  We are off to a great start with a 
lot of enthusiasm, great ideas and conversation 
regarding matters relevant to the role we play 
at St. Francis.  Thanks to all of you.  Thursday, 
November 25th is the next meeting so mark your 
calendars.  If you were unable to attend the first 
meeting and want to participate, please attend.  
The minutes of School Council meetings are kept 
in the office if anyone would like to review them.

School Council meets five times throughout 
the school year.  Participation provides the 
opportunity to contribute to our school whether 
it be your input at meetings or volunteering at 
various school functions such as Pilgrimage or 
Grade 12 Graduation.  Meetings take place in the 
Staff Room and start promptly at 6:15 pm.

The magazine fundraiser was once again a huge 
success.  We do not have the final dollar value 
of funds raised, but it will be reported in the next 
newsletter.  Keep in mind 100% of these funds 
are targeted to support the schools co-curricular 
programs.  Thanks to all for your generous support 
once again.  Our children are directly enriched by 
these efforts.

School Council has received funding through the 
Ministry of Education for the Parents Reaching 
Out (PRO) Grant with the goal of producing a 
Grade 9 Parent Welcome Information Package.  
The result of this collaboration will be available 
next year at the Grade 9 Parent Night.

Poinsettia sale – yes, Christmas is soon 
approaching and we will once again be selling 
poinsettias to help support our children’s co-
curricular activities.  The forms will be sent home
with your child.  Proceeds from their sales directly 
support the activity in which they are involved.  
This is one of the few fundraisers we promote at 
the school so let’s all participate!

From the Chaplain’s Desk…
By Ms D. McCaffery, Chaplain

Early in the semester we received the good news 
that a new Bishop had been appointed for our 
Diocese of St. Catharines.  Bishop Gerard Bergie
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PILGRIMAGE 2010 
STAND UP … MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!
By Mrs. S. Yule and Mrs. M.J. Drago  
St. Francis Catholic Secondary School students walked their 16th Annual Pilgrimage on Sunday, 
October 24th.  The beautiful weather of the day and the camaraderie among students were only 
surpassed by the deep compassion felt by the students for their brothers and sisters in the Third 
World. 

This was another fantastic year for the St. Francis community as over 530 students, parents and staff 
participated in this special event; we raised $40,000.00.

As in years past, a large portion of the funds raised will be donated to our adopted school, the 
Florenceau Parish School located in St. Marc, Haiti.  Another fraction of the money will again be 
donated to International FogQuest Program for the continued construction of fog collectors in 
Guatemala and to the Dominican-Canadian Community Development Group to assist in the creation 
of a new system of agribusiness for struggling communities in the Dominican Republic.  Finally, 
monies will be donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Warehouse of Hope in St. 
Catharines. 

The St. Francis school community would like to thank you for your support of our Annual Pilgrimage 
project.  Our brothers and sisters in the Third World are grateful for all the hope that we have given 
and continue to give them. 

A Message from the Holy Cross sisters in Haiti: 
As you find yourselves united in walking the distance … 

know that you are walking the distance with us … 
our children need you and need to know that there is hope for a better tomorrow and 

that working together they too can achieve it! 

Remember, as you gather, that Haiti struggles to stand united! 
Remember as you pray that our schools are standing by your side and are offering their prayers for 

your success. 
Remember as you collect financial promises and create ways to fill your money goals, that Haitian 
families are struggling each day to find ways to send their children to school, feed them even two 

meals a day, buy a simple pair of shoes. 
Remember as you walk, in rain or in sunshine, that your friends here in Haiti are walking right beside 

you; hand in hand, assured that your friendship will always be there. 
Your ongoing response to our simple yet urgent needs have created a sense of trust and loving 

respect that is rare in this world. 

We wish to take this opportunity to thank you all and thank 
each and every one of you.  You have hearts that 
encompass the world!  You can move mountains in your 
life … you have already proved that with us!  No wall can 
stop you and no person would try because you have LIFE 
on your side, God by your side, and my friends … know 
this … somewhere on a tiny island in the Atlantic, trodden 
by injustice, hunger and political havoc, you have US on 
your side! 

      “Stand up, your time 
     has come back around, 
  Stand up, there’s nothing 
          holding you down, 

Walk on, with your feet off the ground. 
 How they gonna stop you now?” 
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Clubs & Activities
Eco-schools
By Mrs. Lucchetta, Mrs. O'Leary

The Phoenix Eco Action Team, P.E.A.T, is 
starting off the year with some exciting 
activities and initiatives. 

Last month our club participated in the 
Wine Festival's Grande Parade as part of 
Niagara Catholic's accomplishment  as 
the first School Board in Ontario to have 
all schools 100% eco-certified. The day 
was filled with much fun and excitement 
as our P.E.A.T members walked proudly, 
and with great enthusiasm in support of 
stewardship.  In addition to our exciting 
start this year, we will continue to 
maintain our Phoenix garden at the front 
of the school.  We will also monitor energy 
conservation and waste management 
throughout the school as well as take on 
some new initiatives within our recycling 
program.  

With many new and returning members 
to this club, the EcoSchools Team will be 
sure to show the staff and students of St. 
Francis why "green is the new black!"

A Little “Birdie” Is Coming To St. 
Francis This Year and Cappies Is 
Back!
By Mrs. K. Phelan-Savage

This April, the St. Francis Arts Department 
will produce the musical Bye Bye Birdie.  
This popular show was first performed on 
Broadway in 1960 with stars like Dick Van 
Dyke, Chita Rivera and Paul Lynde. The 
1963 film version was once rated in the top 
50 high school movies by Entertainment 
Weekly.  It replaced Chita Rivera with 
Janet Leigh and added pop stars Ann-
Margaret and Bobby Rydell.  

Inspired by Elvis Presley’s famous 
draft notice, Conrad Birdie (the 
rock star character from Bye Bye 
Birdie) is drafted into the army.  As 
a publicity stunt, Conrad’s agent and 
his secretary decide to launch his new song 
“One Last Kiss” before he leaves.   

One lucky fan from Sweet Apple Ohio will get a real 
last kiss from Conrad live on the Ed Sullivan Show! The 
only problem is, she’s just been “pinned” to another 
boy.  Familiar songs include “Put on a Happy Face” and 
“Kids!”

After two weeks of auditions and call-backs, the cast has 
finally been chosen.  We would like to thank everyone 
who came out to audition for the show for their courage 
and determination!  The cast of thirty seven is too large 
to list here, but some of the featured roles include:

Albert Peterson - Zach Murphy  
Conrad Birdie - Jordan Lidgett 
Rosie Alvarez - Elli Kubarakos  
Hugo Peabody - Marcus Kretz
Kim MacAfee - Cassandra DiFruscio 
Ursula Merkle - Mercedes Boykin-Sabalones
Mr. MacAfee - Andre Riel   
Mrs. Peterson - Ioanna Al-Kayed
Mrs. MacAfee - Danielle Martineau

The Art Club is already working on the set design and 
the band is getting ready to take on the score!  Any 
students interested in helping out behind the scenes 
should see Mrs. Phelan-Savage.

As an added note, two years ago, with Little Shop 
of Horrors, we were fortunate to participate 

in the first annual Cappies Niagara 
program.  This year we are 
excited to participate again 
with Bye Bye Birdie.  Cappies 

is an international organization 
dedicated to celebrating student 

theatre and journalism.  Schools 
participating in the program will 

send student writers to see other 
Niagara Cappies shows and write 

reviews.  Some students will be lucky 
enough to have their review appear 

in The St. Catharines Standard, our 
Niagara Cappies partner.  The students 

will receive valuable training and 
experience and have an opportunity to 

see some great student theatre!  All writers, 
performers, musicians, and technical crews 

will be celebrated at a Gala event in May.  
Congratulations to this year’s student writers: 

Emily Murphy, Bryan Rankin and Alison 
Westdorp.
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Co-curricular News
Cross Country Team 2010
By Ms T. Lambert

The St. Francis Cross Country Team consists of 
30 dedicated runners who run daily regardless of 
weather. Training runs include trips to Port Dalhousie, 
J.C. Park, and around the residential area of St. 
Francis.   

The Phoenix achieved fantastic results at the Bull 
Dog Invitational Meet located at Burgoyne Woods 
on September 28th, with many runners improving 
on their personal best times.  Congratulations to the 
following competitors for their achievements:

Ashley Hawkhisstone finished 7th  and Heather • 
Mirynech placed 25th out of 70 runners in the 
Junior Girls race. 
Jennifer Lukasik finished 28th out of 83 runners • 
in the Senior Girls race.  
Chris Pasquale finished 23rd and Evan Lukasik • 
placed 31st out of 103 runners in the Midget 
Boys race. 
Jeremy Mol finished 9th, Owen Botelho • 
finished 12th, David Mirynech finished 20th 
and Mackenzie Pollard finished 34th out of 54 
runners in the Junior Boys race. These boys 
qualified as a TEAM placing 2nd overall.
Matt Jessome finished 67th out of 144 boys in • 
the Senior Boys race.

At ZONE on October 21st at Burgoyne Woods, the 
following team members advanced to SOSSA:

Top 10 Individuals:•	  Ibrahim Ahmed 1st  Senior 
Boy, Ashley Hawkhisstone 5th Junior Girl, 
Jeremy Mol 6th  Junior Boy
Individuals:•	  Jen Lukasik, Heather Mirynech, 
Alaina Sergnese & Marissa Steinbergs
Teams:•	  Midget Boys: Evan Lukasik, Chris 
Pasquale, Troy Perrault, Allessandro Portanova 
& Chester Siegmund

Sr. Boys Volleyball Team
By Ms J. Frendo

The Senior Boys Volleyball Team kick started their 
season this year on Sept. 23rd in a tournament 
at E.L. Crossley. The team performed very well, 
advancing to the semi-finals where they lost a 
close match to Jean Vanier, who went on to win the 
tournament.

The team this year looks very powerful with a lot of 
height and talent. We are looking at having a very 
successful year, with a fantastic group of players. 
The players this year consist of: Pat Palato, Andrew 
Kretz, Roland Dela Cruz, Eamon Duncan, Nick 
Daoust, Mike Pavela, Mitch Plata, Cole Cheropita, 
Luke Petrychenko, Connor Dick, Nick Wiitig,
Corey Antongiovanni, Luke Dopplehoffer, Adam 
Segayer and Manager – Jacob Dion.

The Hamilton Dante Centre 
for Italian Language and Culture Inc.

Secondary School Summer Credit Program

July 2011

ITALY 2011

Contact:  Lorenzo and Annamaria Marchionda
   905-735-0347 
   lmarchionda@italianculture.ca

                 amaria@italianculture.ca

Information Meetings 7:00 P.M.  October 5, 2010 & February 10, 2011
Catholic Education Centre  427 Rice Road, Welland

ITALY 2011

Junior Boys: Owen Botelho, David Mirynech & • 
Mackenzie Pollard

Mrs. Bianco, Mrs. Hauber and Ms Lambert are 
extremely proud of this year’s team attitude and 
would like to thank the athletes for their personal 
commitment and team spirit. We look forward to the 
upcoming competitions.

Special mention to James Brown, Jason Yang, 
Stephen Balanowski, John Dorricott and Joseph 
Geronimo for inspiring the team to continue to excel 
to the best of their abilities.
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GOLF TEAM
By Mr. P. Sullivan

The Senior Boys Golf Team competed at the Zone 
4 Championships held at Twenty Valley Golf Club. 
The team competed with great team spirit and 
finished 4th overall, just out of the running to qualify 
for SOSSA. The team included three rookies: Adam 
Rankin, Bostin Bedard, and Brett Sinclair. Low 
scorers, Josh Rempel and Will Olsthoorn, were the 
only returning members from last year’s team at the 
Zone Championship. The future still looks bright for 
Phoenix golf! 
 Keep it in 

         the short 

         grass!

P3 – Help for ALL Phoenix!
By Mrs. M. Hauber

Our P3 (Pathways Preparation Program) is alive and well at St. Francis.  Students are welcome to work every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 2:30 to 3:30 in the Library in P3.  This program allows for students 
to get the help of supervising teachers (Math and Literacy) as well as having the option of working with a 
Senior Peer Tutor.  Many students come to P3 on a casual basis to complete homework, use computers, 
study for upcoming assessments or to do group work.  Others make a commitment to meet regularly with a 
Peer Tutor for extra help in a specific subject.  Peer Tutors are available in any subject area.  Please contact 
Mrs. Hauber for more information if your son or daughter would like a regular tutor.  Finally, a special THANK 
YOU to Mrs. Christian and the students in the Special Education Class who provide nutritious and delicious 
snacks for us!

 Department News

FSF/International Languages
By Mme. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International Languages department 
is buzzing with activity.  Our Grade 9 and 
10 French students travelled to Lakeshore 
Catholic High School in Port Colborne to 
participate in a French Concert featuring the 
French Canadian singer, Etienne. The theme of 
the concert was “Pourquoi take French?” The 
students were entertained in a very interactive 
and fun experience while being exposed to the 
importance of studying and learning a second 
language.

The Grade 10/11 French and Italian classes will be 
travelling to Toronto in November to visit the Ferrari 
– Maserotti showroom as well as touring the City TV/
OMNI television studios.  The students will experience 
first hand the importance of studying and being able to 
communicate in a second and even third language.

The aim of our department is to stress the importance 
of knowing second and third languages, and how this 
knowledge will open many doors of opportunity for 
them. 

Always remember...
Monolingualism is a thing of the past

Junior Girls Basketball
By Mrs. K. Giroux and Mrs. L. Siuciak

The Junior Girls Basketball Team is off to another 
strong start this year.  The girls have defeated 
Denis Morris and lost a hard fought battle against 
Governor Simcoe in the regular season so far.  
The team has participated in two tournaments, 
showing well at our own St. Francis Early Bird 
Tourney and capping off with the Eden Tournament.  
Congratulations to the girls for their hard work and 
dedication.  We are looking to improve our record 
and to show continual gains.  Players on this year's 
team include: Briar Cookson, Martha Kubarakos, 
Morgan D’Aloisio, Jessica Menchella, Taylor 
Morris, Deanna Pacecca, Janelle Payne, Jaqueline 
Pacecca, Sydney Masonovich, Katrina Henneke 
and Sabina Stodulski.
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Peace, Love and Rock 'N Roll
By Mr. F. Mancuso and Mr. S. De Angelis 

Another year is off to a quick start in the Music 
Department at St. Francis.  Mr. Mancuso and Mr. De 
Angelis are thrilled with the enthusiasm of our classes 
and extra curriculars this year!

Our extra curriculars are running at full speed with 
many new faces joining each week.  Our House Band 
and Choir have already participated in the Opening 
School Mass as well as the Annual Pilgrimage 
Assembly -- to rave reviews!!  Our sights are now set 
on preparing material for our Christmas Roadshow to 
our feeder schools as well as our Annual Christmas 
Concert on Thursday December 16th at 7pm.  We 
invite all parents to come out to this great evening 
filled with incredible musical, artistic and theatrical 
talent from our Arts Department.

Our Jazz/Funk Band is also off to a great start having 
many new members join the group.  This group 
recently performed at the Grade 9 Parents Evening 
and are looking forward to many more venues for the 
upcoming year, including participation in all of our 
Christmas events.

We are also starting preparations on our school 
musical production of Bye Bye Birdie.  Our House 
and Jazz Bands will begin working extensively on this 
music very shortly.  

In terms of academics, our Grade 9 and 10 
instrumental students are learning the in’s and out’s 
of their instruments as they jam to blues solos and 
other band material.  Our Grade 9 guitar class is 
studying notation and chording and are starting to 
present songs as duets.  Our Grade 10 guitar class 
is delving into recording of original and contemporary 
music using our MAC lab as well as adding to their 
knowledge of musical notation and playing rhythm 
guitar.

“Creativity is 
God’s gift to 
us.  Using our 
Creativity is 
our gift back 

to God ”

St. Francis Special Education 
Department 
By Mrs. P. Casburn

Special	Education	Department	Staffing 
There have been some changes to the Special 
Education Department staff for the 2010/2011 
school year.  Ms  Andrea De Cicco has joined the 
department as the second Educational Resource 
Teacher, replacing Mr. Don McArthur.  We have 
some other new faces in our Special Education 
Department as well.  Mrs. Angel Billy, Ms Rae-Ann 
Ceccato, Ms Krystal Sampson and Ms Barbara 
Wojcik, have now joined St. Francis. Each of these 
new faces has become an invaluable addition to our 
Special Education Department.  

IEPs 
Individual Education Plans (IEPs) are in the process 
of completion.  Parents will be mailed these draft 
documents by October 15, 2010.  A letter inviting 
parental input was sent home to all parents. Those 
parents who have expressed a wish to meet with 
Special Education Department members are being 
contacted and meetings have now begun. 

Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences
These conferences took place on October 14, 2010 
for all students at St. Francis.  Special Education 
Department staff members were on hand all evening 
for parents with any specific questions about their 
son's or daughter's program at St. Francis.   

Special Education Classroom 
With the addition of one more Special Education 
Classroom student, our Special Education Class 
now has an enrolment of 11 students.  The majority 
of these students are integrated into other classes 
during the school day.  Two of these students are 
completing Co-operative Education placements 
this semester and take public transportation to 
these placements, accompanied by an Educational 
Assistant.  Some of the other students of this 
classroom may begin Co-op placements during the 
second semester of this school year.  

The Special Education Classroom itself is 
undergoing some transformations with the welcome 
addition of a dishwasher and new counter space.  
These renovations will be a great asset as our 
students continue their life-skills programming 
again, including the invaluable service our students 
make to our P3 program by their preparation of the 
after-school snacks for students enrolled in P3.
                                                            (con't. page 8)...
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In September our students went on their first 
outing as a group.  They visited Heartland Forest 
located in Niagara Falls.  This accessible natural 
environment, which includes opportunities to 
play mini-golf and to fish, was a huge hit with our 
students and will likely become a yearly retreat 
for the staff and students of our classroom.  

We look forward to another eventful and exciting 
year for our students of the Special Education 
Classroom!

The following is a list of some of the scholarships/award sites available: 

www.scholarshipscanada.com
www.studentawards.com
www.osap.gov.on.ca
www.electronicinfo.ca

Check the individual College and University websites for entrance awards information. 

Useful Websites: 

Post-Secondary Information
Ontario universities—prerequisites www.electronicinfo.ca
Ontario universities—application website www.ouac.on.ca
Canadian universities www.aucc.ca
Ontario colleges—application website www.ontariocolleges.ca
Canadian colleges www.accc.ca
Canadian schools, financial and career information www.schoolfinder.com

 
Apprenticeship Information 

Information on skilled trades, apprenticeships www.careersintrades.ca
FAQs, local area information, information for parents www.apprenticetrades.ca
Information on skilled competition/awareness programs www.skillscanada.com
Ministries of Education, Training/College/University www.edu.gov.on.ca

 
Career Information 

Apprenticeships, Colleges, Universities, Careers www.edu.gov.on.ca
Information on career choices based on student profile www.careercruising.com

username:  niagarac 
password:  23890 

Academic and career planning www.studentcounsellor.com
username:  ON905Fra 
password:  penguin 

NCDSB pathway planner www.onmyway.ca
 

U.S. College/University Information 
SAT test preparation (over 3000 multiple choice) www.sat-preparation.co.il
Colleges, scholarships, financial aid www.college-scholarships.com
Connecting students to colleges and opportunities www.collegeboard.org
Guide for students and teachers www.embark.com

Thank You
to 

Ozzie Mucciarelli
AVONDALE STORES

282 Linwell Road,
St. Catharines
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UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE APPLICATION INFO

UNIVERSITY APPLICATION PROCESS: 

All applications will be completed by computer on-line from home or school by the 
student through the Ontario University Application Centre. www.ouac.on.ca

important dates to remember for university: 
November        Distribution of access codes for application 
November 9     Parent/Student application information night 6:00 pm                                                    
January 12/11   Deadline to submit On-line OUAC application for first consideration 
February 4/11   Recommended date to make changes  
May 30/11        Date by which universities must respond  
June 2/11          Acceptance response may be required with a financial commitment 
 
fees: recommended method is Visa/Mastercard online  
               $120.00 for 3 Universities 
                $40.00 for each additional selection (no limit) 

check prerequisites at:  www.electronicinfo.ca

COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS: 

All applications will be completed by computer on-line from home or school by the student 
through the Ontario College Application Centre. www.ontariocolleges.ca

You must register and create your own password.  Be sure to write down your username 
and password and your OCAS application number! 

important dates to remember for college: 
November        distribute College guides and OEN numbers for applications  
November 9      Parent/Student application information night 6:00 p.m.   
February 1/11    applications and payment due to OCAS for equal consideration
February 1/11   earliest release of offer admission 
May 2/11           last day to confirm acceptance to an offer 
 
fees: ecommended method of payment is Visa/Mastercard online r

$95.00 for 5 programs (max. 3 at 1 college)

Students are always encouraged to book an individual 
appointment in Student Services, especially if they are looking to 

apply out of province or in the USA.

NOTE FROM THE ATTENDANCE OFFICE

Please ensure if you are not reporting to school, late to school, to be excused 

during the school day that you have a note from a parent or a telephone call to 

the Attendance Secretary (905 646-2002 ext. 2110).

PLEASE ARRIVE TO SCHOOL ON TIME:

To minimize late arrivals to class in the morning, we are asking all students to 

be in uniform UPON ARRIVAL TO SCHOOL.  Students need to get ready for 

morning classes as soon as they arrive at school, before 8 a.m. to avoid being 

late for Period One.  Textbooks and binders for the first two periods, where 

possible, should be prepared before the “music” signals all students to class.  

STUDENT HANDBOOKS (DAILY PLANNERS)

ALL students at St. Francis Catholic Secondary must carry a STUDENT 

HANDBOOK to each class throughout the school day.  These planners are 

used  to assist students in organizing their day, as a HALL PASS when leaving 

a classroom and as a method of Communication with parents.   This handbook, 

including its covers, cannot be altered in any fashion.  The Student Handbook 

is the sole responsibility of its owner! 

If any planner is lost or defaced in any way, it is to be replaced immediately 

at a cost of $5.00 per copy.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOVEMBER

Monday, November 1
All Saints Day

Tuesday, November 2
All Souls Day
Memorial Prayer Service

Wednesday, November 3
Grade 8 Orientation Day
Take Our Kids to Work Day (Grade 9)

Thursday, November 4
Fundraiser  Assembly

Monday, November 8
Program Chairs Meeting
Laurier University -- 10:00 AM

Tuesday, November 9
Grade 10 Retreat
Ivey School Business -- 1 PM
University/College Information Night -- 6 PM

Thursday, November 11
Grade 10 Retreat

Friday, November 12
Spirt Wear Day

Monday, November 15
University of Toronto @ 1:15 PM

Tuesday, November 16
Grade 10 Retreat

Wednesday, November 17
Midterm Reports Sent Home

Thursday, November 18
Grade 10 Retreat
Grad Photos
World Religions Trip

Thursday, November 18-20
Mike Sullivan Memorial Basketball Tournament @ 
SF and HC

Friday, November 19
Grad Photos

Monday, November 22
Grad Photos

Tuesday, November 23
Grade 10 Retreat
Grad Photos
Guelph/Humber -- 8:30 AM

Wednesday, November 24
Grad Photos

Thursday, November 25
Grade 10 Retreat
Grad Photos
Catholic School Council Meeting 6:15 PM

Friday, November 26
Casual Dress Day
Grad Photos

DECEMBER
Wednesday, December 1-3

Grade 10 Reconciliation

Monday, December 6-10
Advent Prayer Services

Friday, December 10
Spirit Wear Day

Saturday, December 11
St. Francis Fashion Show- 6:30 PM

Tuesday, December 14-17
Christmas Music Roadshow

Thursday, December 16
Christmas Concert
Staff and Family Christmas Party
Spec Ed Christmas Event

Thursday, December 23
Casual Dress Day
Markbook Reports Sent Home
Classes End for Christmas Holidays

JANUARY
              Monday, January 10
Classes Resume

Wednesday, Janurary 12
University Applications Due
EQAO Math, Literacy Prep & Exam Review

Thursday, January 13
EQAO Math, Literacy Prep & Exam Review

Friday, January 14
Spirit Wear Day
EQAO Math, Literacy Prep & Exam review 
SEM 1 Community Serice Hours Due

Tuesday, January 18-19
Grade 9 EQAO Math Assesments

Thursday, January 20
Grade 8 Open House
Arts Performance Exams
Modern Languages Speaking Exams

Friday, January 21-27
Arts Performance Exams
Modern Languages Speaking Exams

Friday, January 28-31
Exams


