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By Mr. K. Griepsma
 

With late autumn upon us, 
the staff and students at 

St. Francis Catholic Secondary 
School are settled in and working 
hard together both in the classroom and in a myriad 
of co-curricular and community activities.

Various sport teams have completed their 
regular seasons and some will begin playoff 

action soon.  Many of our clubs have continued 
their mission of providing opportunities for growth 
and service.  Our staff continues their focus on 
academics and the progress of our students.

As a school community, there have been some 
defining moments:  our first Mass celebrated 

by Bishop Wingle, our magazine fundraising 
campaign, and our annual Pilgrimage which 
raised over $51,500.00 to assist various projects 
in Haiti, Guatemala and the Dominican Republic.  
St. Francis certainly could not have been this 
successful without the support of such a wonderful, 
giving community.  Our community was certainly 
“Working on a Dream” along with us.

Looking forward, there will be a number of events 
and opportunities for all of us to contribute to 

the growth of our students, staff and community.  
From faith formation activities for staff, to our 
Christmas basket campaign, to our Advent liturgy, 
St. Francis will be focused on the Advent season 
in the coming weeks.

We are welcoming a number of new staff 
members this year.   Mrs. Shauna Christian, 

a veteran Special Education teacher with the 
Niagara Catholic District School Board joins us 
in our Special Education department.  We also 
are fortunate to have the following Educational 
Assistants on staff this year: Mrs. Barbara Kish, 
Mr. Vito Gicante, Mr. Dave Mateyk, Mrs. Rebecca 
Weekes, Ms. Ashley Wandless, and Mrs. Brenda 

PILGRIMAGE 2009
WORKING ON A DREAM!!
By Mrs. S. Yule and 
Mrs. M.J. Drago 

St. Francis students walked their 15th Annual 
Pilgrimage on Sunday, October 25th.  The 

beautiful weather of the day and the camaraderie 
between students were only surpassed by the 
deep compassion felt by the students for their 
brothers and sisters in the Third World.

This was another fantastic year for the St. Fran-
cis community as over 550 students, parents 

and staff participated in this special event raising 
over $51,000.00.

As in years past, a large portion of the funds 
raised will be donated to our adopted school, 

the Florenceau Parish School located in St. Marc, 
Haiti.  

  (Con.'t on page 2)

Lihou.  We also welcome back two teachers 
returning from leaves: Mrs. Teri Cristelli, and Mrs. 
Patty Serwatiak .

With the H1N1 flu a reality in Niagara, we 
continue to monitor student attendance 

and to report daily to the Niagara Region Public 
Health Department our overall attendance.  
Please ensure that you review with your children 
the various literature sent home about H1N1 and 
the steps they can take to reduce the chances of 
contracting it (i.e. wash hands regularly, cough 
and sneeze into shirt sleeves rather than hands, 
etc.)  We have installed several hand sanitizers 
throughout the building for this purpose.

In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to 
thank the students, parents, and staff of St. 

Francis for their very welcoming, faith-based, and 
team-oriented approach to their school and their 
school community.  God bless you all!
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Blessed are the pilgrims, who have chosen to 
be witnesses of generosity

walking in solidarity with the children in Haiti who 
walk hours to attend school.

Blessed are the pilgrims, who ask to be  spon-
sored to raise funds

so Haitian children may enjoy and be nourished by 
their only meal for the day.

Blessed are the pilgrims, who are merciful of 
heart

because of you, the orphans know they are not 
forgotten,

because of you, they too, know joy and learned 
they are loved.

Blessed are the pilgrims, who are   
peacemakers

sharing your time and energy so others may know 
they are not alone,

rich or poor, we are all united in God.  We know 
you walk because you care.

Compassionate God,
Bless the pilgrims, who have chosen to be          

special persons,
who bring hope to our struggles,

who teach us trust and generosity are real,
who believe in friendship beyond borders,

who say no to the violence of hunger and illiteracy.

With blessings from the orphans, students, staff 
and Sisters of Holy Cross in Haiti.

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
By Mrs. P. Rempel, School Council Chair

Our first Catholic School Council Meeting, 
October 1st, welcomed many returning parents 

along with many new faces.  The combination of 
seasoned parents, along with new members, ensures 
the success and continuation of the contribution 
Council makes to the school community.  Thanks 
to all of you, we are off to a great start with lots of 
enthusiasm and commitment.  Thursday, November 
19th is the next meeting so mark your calendars.  
If you were unable to attend the first meeting and 
want to participate please attend.

School Council meets five times throughout 
the school year.  Participation provides the 

opportunity to contribute whether it be your input at 
meetings or volunteering at various school functions 
such as Pilgrimage or Grade 12 Graduation.  In 
fact, this year we enjoyed a record number of 
School Council members volunteering at our annual 
Pilgrimage.  A big thank you to all of you! 

The magazine fund raiser was once again a 
success this year.  We raised approximately 

$17,000 to date with 100% of these funds targeted 
to support the school’s co-curricular programs.  
Our children are directly enriched by these efforts.  
Thanks for your generous support!  

Another fraction of the money will again be 
donated to The International FogQuest Program 

for the continued construction of fog collectors 
in Guatemala, and to the Dominican-Canadian 
Community Development Group to assist in the 
creation of a new system of agribusiness for 
struggling communities in the Dominican Republic.  
Finally, monies will be donated to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society and the Warehouse of Hope in St. 
Catharines.

The St. Francis school community would like to 
thank you for your support of our Annual Pil-

grimage project.  Our brothers and sisters in the 
Third World are grateful for all the hope that we 
have given and continue to give them.

The following message was sent from Haiti, to 
the participants of the 2009 Pilgrimage, on 

October 8, 2009 …

We “WORKED ON A DREAM” !
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
School Council Meeting Dates

Thursday, November 19th
Wednesday, January 20th 
Wednesday, March 24th 

Thursday, May 27th

FROM THE CHAPLAIN'S DESK...
By Ms D. McCaffery

• Retreats:  Each grade nine student participated in 
a retreat activity day at the Optimist Hall on Linwell.  
Our focus was on change in our lives and how 
we handle it (Grade 9 Survival!) and the invitation 
to become involved in the school community. 
Thanks to approximately 40 senior students from 
our God Squad/Mentorship group who helped to

School Council has applied to the Ministry 
of Education for the Parents Reaching Out 

(PRO) Grant with the intention of hosting an 
informative evening with a guest speaker in 
2010.  More information will be provided as details 
are confirmed so keep your eyes peeled for an 
upcoming announcement.

Poinsettia Sale – Yes, Christmas is soon 
approaching and you will find enclosed an 

order form for our Annual Poinsettia Sale. Order 
forms are also available in the main office.  Help 
support your children’s co-curricular activities as 
well as School Council.  Pick up date is Monday, 
December 7th. We look forward to your continued 
participation and support.

And coming up…
• Grade 10 students will have retreat in November
• Reconciliation for grades 9 & 10 November 19 & 
20
• Advent prayer services November 30 to December 
4
• Christmas Food Drive to begin December 1
• Advent Mass and delivery of Christmas Baskets        
on December 16

• Opening Mass  for the Feast of St. Francis was 
celebrated on October 2nd   with Bishop James 
Wingle as our celebrant.  It was a beautiful 
celebration of our faith and recognition of our 
patron.

Wells of Hope – Bringing Hope To Those 
Who Thirst
By Mr. K. Griepsma

During the week of October 25th through October 
29th, a drilling rig and support truck were parked 

at St. Francis to raise awareness for a demonstrated 
need and a model for response.
Wells of Hope is an organization dedicated to reliev-
ing the plight of the poor in underdeveloped coun-
tries – mainly Guatemala at this time – by providing 
clean drinking water through surveying and drilling 
wells.

This extremely worthwhile organization is asking 
all to step forward and contribute what they can 

– be it time, financial support, or moral support.  For 
more information, please visit their website at:
www.wellsofhope.com

Opportunities will also be available to assist with 
Mother Teresa School,  St. James School and St. 
Denis School during second semester.  We can be 
very proud of our students. We continue to receive 
very positive feedback from the SCOEP team on 

• SCOEP (Spiritually Centred Outdoor Education 
Program):  A number of students from St. Francis 
attended the SCOEP training workshop in 
September.  One team of facilitators assisted the 
SCOEP team for St. Ann School in late September.  

facilitate these days—their willingness to share their 
leadership talents really make it possible to have 
retreat days.

The Advent Season begins on Sunday, November 
29th.    We pray for each person and family in 

our St. Francis Community, that this Advent will be a 
time of watchful hope and joyful anticipation as we 
make a place in our hearts for that great Love that 
was born at Christmas!
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Clubs & Activies

These talented students started the year performing       
'O Canada' at our Grade 9 Parent Information 

Evening. They are currently preparing a Christmas 
Repertoire to be performed at our Annual Christmas 
Concert.

Our talented Choir has hit the ground running and 
has been involved in a variety of activities within a 

short two month period!  

PHOENIX MUSIC NOTES
By Mr. F. Mancuso

Wow!  Another summer has flown by and the St. 
Francis Music Department is off to a roaring 

start!  A warm welcome back is extended to Mrs. T. 
Cristelli who has returned from maternity leave and is 
currently teaching our instrumental music class as well 
as running our Concert Band. 

Thanks to all those students who got into the 
spooky spirit by dressing in costume on out-

of-uniform day!   

Our activities didn’t stop there!! Recently, 
Student Council participated in a leadership 

forum at Notre Dame Catholic School where we 
were inspired by the amazing Keith Hawkins and 
his charismatic way of delivering a great message.  
Next up, we are looking forward to attending 
the 30th Annual Ontario Student Leadership 
Conference in Niagara Falls.  Thanks to all those 
teachers and students who have helped to make 
the first two months of the school year such an 
enormous success!

Our fitness club is up and running this year. Every 
Thursday all students will have the opportunity to 

work out in the cafeteria. We will be introducing many 
forms of fitness ie: yoga, pilates, kick boxing etc. to our 
students, in hopes that they can learn to enjoy physical 
fitness and continue staying fit throughout their lives.
We have many more ideas and plans, so stay 
tuned to our next newsletter to learn more about 
the wonderful things going on here at St. Francis!We were still going strong the week of 

Halloween, as we organized a student 
pumpkin carving contest during the lunches, sold 
delicious roasted pumpkin seeds and, together 
with Mrs. Christian’s class, made fresh and yummy 
candy apples!  

Later this year our CBC program will run again, 
where many of our Teen Lifesavers will undergo 

two days of training and then spend a day as peer 
leaders teaching our grade 8 elementary school 
students about how to avoid peer pressure, the 
perils of alcohol, drugs and cigarettes, and basically 
educate them on what to expect when they enter high 
school and who they can go to for help if they need it.We transformed the front foyer into a tropical 

forest and students got into the spirit by 
dressing in costume.  In the week leading up to 
the dance, we also hosted Spirit Week where 
students had the opportunity to participate in 
“jungle” activities like “Hot Monkey” and “Lost in 
the Wilderness”. 

Later this year we are planning our annual apple juice 
chugging contest, which helps emphasize to students 
that they “Can Have a Ball, Without Alcohol”. We will 
also have our 2nd annual beer goggle tricycle races to 
illustrate the effects alcohol has on one's ability to drive.

We started the year with a school assembly 
in late September, featuring Matt Evans, 

who spoke to our students about the importance 
of good decision making and how their decisions 
today will affect their future. He also discussed the 

TEEN LIFESAVERS 2009-2010
By Ms J. Frendo

Next, student council hosted a barbeque lunch 
for the entire school as St. Francis took on 

Eden in our first home football game of the year.  
Our “Jungle” themed dance the following week was 
highly successful. 

STUDENT COUNCIL
By Mrs. M. Wall

Student Council returned to school in September 
in full swing and ready to work for the St. 

Francis student body.  We officially began the 
new year on September 2, by hosting a delicious 
breakfast for the grade nines.  Our theme for this 
breakfast was “Making Memories” as it is our hope 
that the grade nines will be making new friends and 
memories at St. Francis that will last a lifetime!  

Our Teen Lifesaver leaders this year include Jessica 
Thompson and Kristin Daoust, who have already applied 
for grant money to help fund our many planned events.

PARENT TRAINING WORKSHOP

Check out: www.ncys.ca for local 
workshops designed to help develop 

parenting skills in a variety of situations
Teen Lifesavers is off and running again this 

year. We have over 70 students signed up 
and we are looking forward to a great year.
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The year is off to a tremendous start and we look 
forward to many activities including our annual 

Christmas Concert, which will take place during the 
month of December!  Stay tuned for more details on 
this exciting event!!

THE ART CLUB
By Ms T. Lambert

The Art Club at St. Francis has been actively 
involved in the St. Francis community for years.  

Students have completed projects advocating Visual 
Arts, the Dramatic Arts, beautifying our school walls, 
and supporting our Pilgrimage efforts.  Some of the 
art-based projects to be completed this year by the Art 
Club include:

• Creating our own Art Club T-shirts
• Completing our “Four Seasons” mosaic   
 in our front foyer
• Painting Faces for the Star of the Sea   
             Bazaar. (Michelle MacDonald,   
             Julian Rodriguez, Yasmine Mahmoud &   
             Nicole Damiano)
• Paricipating in artistic workshops for    
             Jericho  House “Arts among les arbres” A  
 Celebration of Young Artists Fundraiser;   
             (Marcella Kotarska, Michelle MacDonald,  
 Julian  Rodriguez, Sarah Shaw & Alison    
 Westdorp)  

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE (SEAC)
By Marcel Jacques, Administrator 
Special Education 

The Ontario Disabilities Act (ODA) requires 
each school board to prepare an annual 

accessibility plan. This plan describes the 
measures that the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board has taken in the past and 
measures that will be taken during the next 
year (2009-2010) to identify, remove, and 
prevent barriers for people with disabilities who 
access school board facilities and services.

The Accessibility Standards reflects a 
commitment to providing quality Catholic 

educational programs and services, in a 
way that is accessible to all, with continual 
improvement of accessibility and the ongoing 
removal of barriers to further independence, 
dignity, inclusion and equity for students, 
parents/guardians, the public and staff of the 
Niagara Catholic District School Board.

For further clarification and information 
please visit:                                                     

           www.niagaracatholic.ca 
under Board - Policies/Protocol Documents - 
Procedures/Protocol.

Attendance

Please continue to call in your children’s 

absences. After dialing 905 646 2002, 

enter 2110 to report your child’s absence, 

leaving your name, your child’s name, 

and the reason for the absence. At the 

request of the Niagara Regional Public 

Health Department, we are reporting the 

numbers of students home ill on a daily 

basis.

Students who are not well should be kept 

at home. "Creativity is God’s gift to us. 
Using our creativity is our gift 
back to God”.

• Creating  the set and props for our    
 Drama  Festival this winter
• Organizing, creating and running our  
 Sidewalk Chalk Festival this spring 
• Painting a mural for our school wall   
 2010
• Participating in The Youth Artist   
 Gallery  at the CEC in June 2010

New this year to the St. Francis music program is the 
addition of our Phoenix Jazz Band.  Instrumental and 

vocal students have been working hard to learn a variety of 
jazz, funk and soul music to be performed throughout the 
year.  This is a welcome addition to our program and has a 
very promising future!

In terms of academics, our guitar and instrumental students 
are working on the fundamentals of playing and their skills 

are increasing at an amazing rate!  As always, all students 
are encouraged to take their instrument home for additional 
practice time.

Our Choir is accompanied by our talented House Band, 
which is directed by Mr. Mancuso and Mr. DeAngelis.  

This group has some talented new faces this year and they will 
serve as the backbone for all of our musical productions!

• Celebrating the birth of Christ by  
 painting City Hall’s windows for   
 Christmas

They started the year by providing music for our Opening 
School Mass, which was quickly followed by our 

Pilgrimage Fundraising Assembly where they rocked the 
house! 
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Co-curricular News
SENIOR GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM
By Mr. P. O'Leary

The Senior Girls Basketball team has had a great 
start to their 2009 campaign.  The Phoenix 

played fantastic in capturing their first St. Francis 
tournament title ever to start the season.  The team 
won the Ridley Invitational for the second year in a 
row.  The girls remained undefeated in both league 
and tournament play before losing a close battle to 
A.N. Myer.  This was the first trip to the Standard 
final and the Phoenix almost pulled off a great 
comeback, before falling just short.  As consolation 
the girls received the most sportswoman-like team 
in the tournament which made coaches Scott and 
O’Leary extremely proud.  The team is beginning 
to set their sights on the playoffs where they 
hope a Zone Championship is within their 
reach.  Stay tuned….  

JUNIOR GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM
By Ms A. Lucchetta

The Junior Girls Basketball team are living up to 
their reputation from past years as a talented 

and hardworking squad.  So far, the team holds an 
impressive 5-2 regular season record and they are 
looking to continue that success into the playoffs.  
The girls are improving with each game they play 
and their strong efforts are allowing them to make 
a name for themselves as the tough team to beat 
this season.  Coaches Ms. Markovich and Mrs. 
Lucchetta, are proud of the team thus far and are 
looking forward to continued success this season.

JUNIOR BOYS VOLLEYBALL
By Mr. J. Candeloro

This year's Junior Boys Volleyball team has seen 
eight returning players from last year which 

has helped in getting off to a quick start.  The team 
currently has a 6-0 record and has won the A.N. Myer 
Tournament held in Niagara Falls last week.  Teams 
from across the peninsula entered and there was 
some tough competition.  The rookies are coming 
along slowly but some have made some huge strides 
in preparing for more playing time.  Soon, they will be 
ready to take their place as starters for next year.

Playoffs will begin in November and St. Francis is 
looking to make an impact this year.  

SWIM TEAM
By Ms F. Latcham
and Ms D. Scull

With many returning swimmers, the 25 member 
team is bound to have one of its most 

successful seasons yet! We are eagerly awaiting 
our bathing caps as the new design is sure to be 
a hit with the swimmers and stand out in the pool. 
A new purple and black logo will grace the sides 
of a white cap. Although we’ve only had a couple 
of practices, early observations are encouraging. 
Our first swim meet is a half day Zone 4 Meet at 
Brock University pool on Thursday, November 5th. 
All supporters are more than welcome to come and 
watch any scheduled swim meet from the viewing 
balcony.

SENIOR BOYS VOLLEYBALL
By Ms  J. Frendo

The Senior Boys Volleyball team was off to a 
good start this season, with a 6 and 0 record 

until we met Governor Simcoe to take our first loss. 
The team is led by captains Mitch Steinbergs and 
Michael Kessler. Also returning to the team this year 
are Jack Wittig, Cam Walsh, Colton Craig and Joe 
LeSalva. New to our team this year are Dan Corso, 
Graeme Jones, Mike Pavella, Adam Segayer, Scott 
MacDonald, Kadar Ahmed, Mitch Plata and Owen 
Sobchak. 

We are nearing the end of our season and 
are hoping to finish first or second in our 

standings. Last year we were fortunate enough to 
win Zone and we are hoping to do the same this 
year. Playoffs start the second week of November 
and our season should wrap up by mid November. 
Our final tournament will be the Catholic Board 
Tournament this Friday. Our boys are striving for a 
gold medal but competition is fierce.
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X-COUNTRY TEAM 2009
By Mrs. T. Lambert, Mrs. R. Bianco and 
Mrs. L. Siuciak

The St. Francis Cross Country team consisted of 
34 dedicated runners who ran daily regardless 

of unpredictable weather. Training runs included 
trips to Port Dalhousie, J. C. Park, and around 
the residential area of St. Francis.  The Phoenix 
was well represented in September at the Bulldog 
Invitational Meet at Burgoyne Woods with many 
runners improving on their personal individual 
times. 

We achieved fantastic results at Zone on 
October 22nd,  with nine athletes qualifying for 

SOSSA!  Congratulations to Ashley Hawkhisstone 
who finished 10th in the Midget Girls, Sydney 
Fiocca who finished 3rd and Jennifer Lukasik 
who finished 14th in the Junior Girls; Jeremy Mol 
who finished 4th, Brad Iafrate who finished 15th, 
Owen Bothelo who finished 19th, David Mirynech 
who finished 20th and Jesse Webbe who finished 
25th in the Midget Boys race qualifying as a team. 
Ibrahim Ahmed finished 3rd in the Senior Boys 
division. 

Phoenix colours were well represented at 
SOSSA on October 29th.  Ashley Hawkhisstone 

placed 2nd in the Midget Girls race advancing to 
OFSAA!  Sydnie Fiocca placed 6th, Jeremy Mol 
placed 5th, & Ibrahim Ahmed placed 5th in their 
respective divisions.  All three of these athletes 

were merely one competitor shy of advancing to 
OFSAA. Congratulations on your achievements!
The coaches are extremely proud of the team's 
attitude and would like to thank the athletes for their 
personal commitment and team spirit. 

Special mention to James Brown, Maureen Cruz, 
& Aaron Bothelo for inspiring the team to excel to 

the best of their abilities.

GIRLS GOLF TEAM
By Mr. D. Macoretta

The St. Francis Girls golf team had a successful 
season sending five girls to the Zone round.  

Team members included:
Kira Lohnes
Julia Critelli
Kelly Caslin

Sydnie Fiocca
Emily Rye

St. Francis also had representation at OFSAA 
this year, which was held in Windsor, ON; Kira 

Lohnes shot well enough to qualify and represented 
the Phoenix well.  Congratulations to Kira, and all 
the girls for participating in this years golf season.
 

Department 
News

LIBRARY RESOURCE CENTRE
By Ms F. Latcham

The hub of activity in the Library is livelier than 
ever!  Circulation has increased dramatically as 

well as regular use of infotrac.galegroup.com.  We 
even have a few new puzzlers this year adding their 
hard work to the bulletin board.  With a book buying 
trip soon approaching, we’ll be looking forward to 
updating the existing collection to continue to meet 
curriculum needs.  Some recent acquisitions include:
The Energy Debate Series
Encyclopedia of Family Health & Wellness                    
(10 vol. set)
Forms of Government Series
Cyber Citizenship and Cyber Safety Series
Artist’s Workbook Series
Children of War
Pierre Elliott Trudeau
just to name a few...  
                                            

                                                             (Department news con't....)

BOYS GOLF TEAM
By Mr. P. Sullivan

The Boys golf team had an outstanding season 
this year. The season began with a resounding 

win in the zone championships where the team 
captured the zone title by 30 strokes. At SOSSA, 
the team was narrowly defeated in the overall 
team championship but advanced to Ofsaa as 
the second entry. Brad Graham was the individual 
SOSSA champion. At OFSAA the team saved 
their best effort for last. Playing under extremely 
difficult conditions, the team played amazing 
golf and were able to capture the school’s first 
Provincial team title. Rob Ellis finished in the top 
five individuals and nailed a slick 20 foot putt on 
18 to seal the victory.

Boys team members participating at OFSAA 
were Brad Graham, Rob Ellis, Paul “boom” 

Lenardowich, and Josh Rempel.
William Olsthoorn and Andrew Primeau also 
contributed to the team success at the Zone and 
SOSSA levels.
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 Department News
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
By Mrs. P. Casburn

The Special Education Department has 
undergone some staffing changes this year.  

We are happy to welcome Mrs. Shauna Christian 
to our Special Education Classroom, as the 
teacher of this class.  In addition, we have some 
new Educational Assistants who have joined 
our staff.  We are pleased to welcome: Mr. Vito 
Gigante, Mrs. Barbara Kish, Mrs. Brenda Lihou, 
Mr. Dave Mateyk, Ms. Ashley Wandless, and 
Mrs. Rebecca Weekes. We welcome back as 
Educational Assistants:  Mrs. Tammy Kennedy, 
Mrs. Gabe Kevorkian, Mr. Mario Palumbo, Mrs. 
Barb Scott, and Mrs. Brenda Zahorchak.  We are 
also pleased to have back Mr. Don McArthur as an 
Educational Resource Teacher. 

We are also very pleased to note that our 
Special Education Classroom has grown.  

There are now ten students enrolled in this 
class.  For this reason, we are looking forward 
to the expansion of this classroom in the very 
near future, in anticipation of sufficient space for 
academic work, life skills acquisition, and a new 
occupational therapy and physio-therapy centre.  

Individual Education Plans (IEPs) have been sent 
home for this semester.  Parents and guardians 

are reminded that these are still in draft form, 
and they are encouraged to contact the Special 
Education Department if they would like to make 
changes to these drafts before they are sent home 
as a finalized version at the end of the semester.  
Parents and guardians may contact Mrs. Patricia 
Casburn, Mr. Don McArthur or Mrs. Shauna 
Christian, if they would like to discuss their child’s 
IEP for this semester.

On December 8th, we will be hosting our annual 
Special Education Christmas Event.  Once 

again, we will be inviting students from Special 
Education Classrooms across our school board. 
We are expecting more than 100 participants in 
this event! The preparations for this exciting day 
have already begun!

STUDENT SERVICES
By Mrs. L. Siuciak, Program Chair

UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE APPLICATION INFO    
www.ouac.on.ca/101

www.ontariocolleges.ca

UNIVERSITY APPLICATION PROCESS
All applications will be completed by computer on-
line from home or school by the student through the 
Ontario University Application Centre:

www.ouac.on.ca                       
       

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 
UNIVERSITY

NOV           Distribution of access codes for    
                   application
NOV 18      PARENT/STUDENT INFO NIGHT           
       @ 6:00 p.m. Cafeteria                                                                  
JAN 13       Deadline to submit On-line OUAC 
                    for first consideration
FEB 5          Recommended date to make           
                    changes 
MAY 25       Date by which universities must     
                    respond 
MAY 28       Acceptance response may be                       
                   required along with a financial 
commitment
FEES    RECOMMENDED METHOD  
              VISA/MASTERCARD -ONLINE 
              $ 115.00 FOR 3 UNIVERSITIES
              $38.00 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL (NO        
   LIMIT)

REMEMBER TO CHECK PREREQUISITES AT 
www.elctronicinfo.ca

COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS  
All applications will be completed by computer on-line, 
(at home or school) by the student through the Ontario 
College Application Centre at: 

www.ontariocolleges.ca 

     University/College Application

       Parent Student Information            
Night

             

           Wednesday, 
        November 18th 
        in the cafeteria
             6:00 pm
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YOU MUST REGISTER AND CREATE YOUR 
OWN PASSWORD.  BE SURE TO WRITE 
DOWN YOUR USERNAME AND PASSWORD 
AND YOUR OCAS APPLICATION NUMBER!

STUDENTS WILL REQUIRE THEIR OEN 
NUMBER,  (St Francis computer access #)

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 
COLLEGE

NOV         DISTIBUTION OF OEN    
                 NUMBERS FOR APPLICATIONS  
      /COLLEGE GUIDES
NOV 18    PARENT/STUDENT INFO NIGHT  
      6:00PM  
FEB 1      APPLICATIONS AND PAYMENT    
                 DUE TO OCAS FOR EQUAL     
      CONSIDERATION
FEB 1       EARLIEST RELEASE OF OFFER                                                    
                 ADMISSION
MAY 3      APPLICANTS MUST ACCEPT                   
      OFFER OF ADMISSION BY      
      THIS DATE
                   
FEES   RECOMMENDED METHOD OF        
  PAYMENT VISA/MASTERCARD     
 -ONLINE
 $95.00 FEE  FOR 5 PROGRAMS        
 (MAX. 3 AT 1 COLLEGE)

Students are always encouraged to book an 
individual appointment in Student Services, 
especially if they are looking to apply out of 
province or in the USA.

FSF/INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES
By Mrs. M. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International Language Department 
has had quite a busy two months.   The 

grade 10 and 11 classes have started brand new 
programs and novels.  The students are busy 
practicing their skills as well as learning about 
the French and French Canadian cultures.  We 
are in the process of organizing an excursion 
to Quebec City and Montreal.  The students will 
be able to experience first hand the fascinating 
French Canadian lifestyle, culture, history and of 
course, the language.  The St. Francis Culture 
Club has also started this past month.  We have 
concentrated on the Spanish Culture and will be 
exploring the Japanese culture during the month 
of November. We have many new members this 
year proving that the study of languages and 
cultures has something for everyone.

The IDC 3M Italy Travel/Credit course is also 
well under way. We have students from St. 

Francis as well as from the other high schools 
within the NCDSB.  We will be studying the 
history/geography, Renaissance art, daily life, 
culture, music, films and of course, some basic 
Italian. The students will have the opportunity 
to travel to Italy for two weeks to complete their 
requirements for their credit.

The French and Italian classes will also be 
traveling to CHIN Radio/TV in Toronto in 

order to experience this multicultural enterprise 
in person.  We will also be exploring the many 
ethnic areas that Toronto has to offer proving to 
our students that many languages are used on a 
daily basis in many different situations. 

One of our many goals in our department is to 
try to show our students the importance of 

learning a second and even third language and 
the many benefits of being multi-lingual.CO-OP PROGRAM

By Mr. M. Jenkins

This year St. Francis is enjoying its largest co-
operative education program to date.  Semester 

one has over 40 students out in the world of work, 
gaining valuable employment experience and 
establishing future contacts.

We have students in such diverse areas as 
hospitals, photography studios and architecture 

firms.  People  are making chocolates, working on 
cars, installing windows and even assisting in funeral 
homes. Are you interested in exploring a particular 
area to see if it may be for you, while at the same 
time gaining secondary school credits?  See Mr. 
Jenkins in Student Services if you think this program 
may be for you! 

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT
By Mrs. A. Van Kralingen

The EQAO Mathematics Assessment of 2008-
2009 has been released and all participating 
students have received an individual report. 
The table below compares the results of St. 
Francis students with students across the 
province. Please note that some columns will 
not add to 100% because some students did not 
participate.
                                              (con't next page)
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St. Francis students performed very well this year and we are proud of their effort.
This year's grade 9 EQAO assessment will be written on Tuesday, January 19th and Wednesday, January 
20th, 2010 for students taking math first semester.  All booklets are then marked by EQAO during the month 
of July and results will be released sometime next fall.  

The school will run a period 6 assembly timetable from Tuesday, January 12 to Thursday, January 14, 
2010 at which time grade 9 students enrolled in an applied or academic mathematics course, will attend 
EQAO preparation sessions.  In addition, EQAO questions will be incorporated on math tests throughout the 
semester.
University of Waterloo Math Contests 
This year’s contests will be written on the following days:
Grade 9 Pascal, Grade 10 Cayley, and Grade 11 Fermat:  Thursday, February 25, 2010
Grade 12 Euclid: Wednesday, April 7, 2010
Any student wishing to participate is asked to submit their name to a math teacher. 

LEVEL       APPLIED                       ACADEMIC
                   St. Francis    Province St. Francis     Province
Level 4 (80-100%) 0%        5%     4%               8%
Level 3 (70-79%) 51%         33%     74%    69%
Level 2 (60-69%) 31%         35%     17%    15%
Level 1 (50-59%) 15%         14%      5%               6%
Below 50%              2%        7%      0%               <1%

Thank You
to 

Ozzie Mucciarelli
AVONDALE STORES

282 Linwell Road,
St. Catharines

 for his continued support through
Nevadaman ticket sales.

Winning Poem - Age Category 16-18
Nightmares 
By Emma Westley  Grade 11 
A breath I take a breath I leave always there unnerving me.
I walk in willow wadding holes along these cracked inline roles.
I am the wind, the wake, the weeping; I bring these holes in which they seep, 
to close in bitter, hateful sleep.
I am the sky rise, sun lies, breaking dawn with these unfolding eyes.
I the mid of night, knowing nothing of this sight and with my arms I open wide, em-
brace the darkness which resides,
In every heart we wish to hide these fleeting feelings of the tide which brings us forth 
and thrusts us back,
our lapsing creed our final pact.
This breath I hold it forces slow, moving through me, lips on row.
I wake, I tremble, I fear to weep this daunting dream of midnight sleep. 

Fresh Ink Creative Writing contest Sponsored by 
St. Catharines Public Library
Canada Trust
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
NOVEMBER

Wednesday, November 4th           
Grade 8 Orientation Day    
Take Our Kids to Work

Thursday, November 5th
Zone 4 Swim Meet @ Brock
       University

Wednesday, November 11th
Last Day Term 1
Remembrance Day

Friday, November 13th
Grade 11 World Religion Trip
Spirit Wear Day

Sunday, November 15th
Child Advocacy Week in Niagara

Monday, November 16th
Department Meetings

Wednesday November 18th
Grades 9&10 Reconciliation
 Midterm Reports Sent Home
 University & College Application
 Information Night

Tuesday, December 8th
Spec Ed Christmas Event

Wednesday, December 9th
Christmas concert
Grade 8 Mass
Staff Family Christmas Party

Friday, December 11th
Spirt Wear Day

Wednesday, December 16th
Advent Mass
Christmas Basket Delivery

Friday, December 18th
Last Day of Classes Before Christmas Holidays
Markbook Reports Sent Home
Out of Uniform Day

Monday, December 21st-31st
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

JANUARY
Friday, January 1st

 

Monday, Janurary 4th
Classes Resume

Tuesday, January 12th
EQAO Math Literacy Prep & Exam Review

Wednesday, January 13th
University On-line Applications due
EQAO Math & Literacy Prep & Exam Review

Thursday, January 14th 
Grade 8 Open House
EQAO Math & Literacy Prep & Exam Review 

Friday, January 15th
EQAO Math & Literacy Prep & Exam Review
Spirit Wear Day

Thursday, January 21st
Grade 8 Pathways Night

Friday, January 22nd
Last Day SEM 1 Classes
Markbook REports Sent Home

Monday, January 25th-Friday 29th
Exams

Thursday, January 28th
Semi-Formal

Thursday, November 19th
Grades 9&10 Reconciliation
Mike Sullivan Memorial Basketball
Tournament 

Friday, November 20th
Grades 9&10 Reconciliation
National Child Day

Saturday, November 21st
Mike Sullivan Memborial Basketball
Tournament

Saturday, November 21st -
Friday, November 27th 

Grad Photos
Thursday, November 26th

Staff Faith Formation
Friday, November 27th

Out of Uniform Day 
Saturday, November 28th

November 30
Advent Prayer Services
Staff Meeting

Sunday, November 29th
First Sunday of Advent

DECEMBER
Tuesday, December 1st

Christmas Basket Drive Begins
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