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Principal’s Message
As we come to the end of another successful and spirited year, we are 
grateful for the wonderful students and committed staff and parents who 
enrich our lives on a daily basis.
Our students continue to bring us pride with their academic, artistic and 
athletic accomplishments and continue to grow in their understanding of 
what it means to help those in need.  Whether it has been through our 
social justice events, fundraisers or simply helping someone with a per-
sonal need, Saint Francis Catholic High School stands out as a school 
community that cares to make a difference.
We congratulate Mr. Marshall and Mrs. Van Kralingen who will be retir-
ing after serving faithfully inCatholic Education for many years.  We wish 
them both good health and many new adventures.   We also say farewell 
to Mrs. Phelan-Savage as she moves on to Saint Paul Catholic High 
School in Niagara Falls.  In the same vein, we welcome Mrs. Spiotti and 
Mr. Fiocca who will be joining us at  Saint Francis this fall.  Further, we 
welcome back Mrs. Fazzalari who spent the last few months working at the 
Catholic Education Centre.  We are also very pleased to have Mr. Wiley 
with us again in the fall within our Special Education classroom.  It is also 
time to say goodbye to some wonderful Long-term Occasional teachers 
who have served us this year.  Leaving us will be: Ms. Di Paolo and Mrs. 
Girardo.  We thank both of these special individuals and teachers for their 
efforts and wish them continued success on their vocational journey.
Finally, I would like to congratulate our graduates as they continue to 
pursue post-secondary education or the workplace and pray that they 
continue to work with passion and deep faith in whatever comes their 
way.  May they share and treasure their wonderful God-given gifts and 
values of a Catholic education.
On behalf of the entire St. Francis community, please pause to make time 
for Christ and enjoy your family and friends.  God bless! 

Grade 9 Breakfast and Orientation
August 27th, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Gently Used Uniform Sale
August 27th, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
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Thank you to all of the generous staff and Art 
Club Members who provided baked goods 
for our Café. Special mention to Annie Yang, 
Andrea Zapata, and Jennavieve Jawor 
who put on a Spray Paint Display, modeling 
techniques, and sharing their Art works. 

Thank you also to Ms. F. Latcham 
for displaying her Spray Paint 

Artwork and inspiring our 
budding grade twelve 
students. Thank you to 
our Art Club members: 
Maryam Memon, Paige 
Au, Mira Said, Leah 

D’Aloisio, Katryna 
Cuizon, Erin Borg and Yujin 

Lee who worked tirelessly 
setting up, running the games, 

admission and café tables.  A Thank 
You is also extended to two Grade 8 students, 
Max and Sydney from our Elementary feeder 
school St. Denis for joining our students during 
the day creating Chalk Art for the festival.  
Special Mention is also extended to Kayla 
Dardarian, Anna Neamtzu and Miss Jenifer 
Bolan who embodied great commitment and 
leadership with this event. 

On a personal note, Ms Lambert would like 
to express the joy of returning to our original 
objective, advocating the arts within our 
community. This event possessed a strong 
art component, a cultural festival atmosphere, 
while ensuring an economically friendly 
charity event for the public. The Arts are truly 
alive and well here at St. Francis! 

clubs & activities

Thanks to everyone for their help with our 
sixth Annual Art in the Park Festival.  What 
a wonderful “Art Attack” we had on our 
sunny day in May!  Art students worked 
hard creating their beautiful masterpieces 
during the school day, while our festival 
was held later that day from 6-8 
p.m. Guests experienced 
a culture filled evening, 
perusing the chalk 
masterpieces on the 
ground, listening 
to live musical 
entertainment from 
our Jazz House 
Band on our open 
outdoor stage, while 
enjoying delicious baked 
cupcakes from the Art Café.  
Guests were provided with row seating 
and Café tables located on our lovely 
green space to enjoy the evening.  We 
even had an Ice Cream Truck this year!  
Further entertainment was provided by our 
Phoenix Mascot, and Sabina Stodulski 
our in-house Unicycler\Juggler\Balloon 
Animal maker.  We raised an amazing 
$250.00 for our Pilgrimage effort!  

ART IN THE PARK
A NIGHT TO CELEBRATE

MUSIC, DRAMA & FINE ART
ALSO KNOWN AS THE SIDEWALK CHALK FESTIVAL

Ms Lambert, Mr. De Angelis, Mr. Mancuso, & Mrs. Phelan-Savage
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ART CLUB ALIVE AND WELL!
Ms T. Lambert

Art Club members are 
currently creating a large 
mural for Immaculée 
Conception Catholic 
Elementary School.  Our 
theme is the Wizard of 
Oz.  Special Thank you to Leah D’Aloisio, 
Katryna Cuizon, Erin Borg, Elizabeth De 
Jong and Yujin Lee for dedicating many 
artistic hours. 

We have finally competed our “Phoenix 
rising from the Ashes” mural to beautify our 
Chapel wall. A special thank you is extended 
to Annie Yang for taking a leadership role 
and completing this masterpiece. 

In addition, the Art Club recently spent many 
hours preparing for our successful Sidewalk 
Chalk Festival.  Congratulations to all the 
members involved with this huge event!

Personally, I would like to commend our Art 
Club Members for their spirit and dedication 
accomplishing so much year after year! 

BOYS BASEBALL -- Trending 
Upward -- Mr. Cukierski

The 2014 Varsity Boy’s Baseball Team was a 
well mannered and talented group of young 
men.  Even though the baseball season is 
abbreviated, especially this year because of 
inclement weather, the level of commitment 
and, subsequently, success was fairly 
consistent throughout.

Combined with games from our first annual 
Saint Francis Invitational Tournament our 
boys played to a 3-3 record.  Due to a 2-1 
regular season record the team managed to 
secure a favorable second place seating into 
the semi-finals.  They dropped a disappointing 
but close 6-5 decision versus Grimsby SS.  In 
that game the boys were able to battle back 
from a 5-0 deficit but did not have enough bat 
strength to overcome the one-run differential.  

We are losing, to graduation, a number of 
quality veterans this year including starting 
pitcher Evan Lukasik and this year’s MVP 
Kevin Girard.  We wish these two gentlemen 
and the other graduates on the team continued 
baseball and life success in the future.  Mr. 
Cukierski, team administrator, would  like 
to thank head coach, Mr. Dustin Wiley, and 
Mr. Alderson, assistant coach, for all of their 
leadership and baseball knowledge.  We are 
beginning to change the culture of baseball 
here at Saint Francis CSS, and it is with 
eagerness that we look forward to next year’s 
season! 

 
 

GO PHOENIX!

Co-curricular News
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Girls Softball Spring 2014
Ms S. Weigert & Ms J. Frendo

This year the girls had a great softball season entering into two tournaments. The first tournament 
they participated in was held by Sir Winston Churchill known as the Bulldog Tournament, in which 
they finished third out of fifteen teams.  Unfortunately in the second interschool tournament, the 
girls practiced hard all spring to defend their championship title, but this tournament was rained 
out numerous times.

The girls still had a lot of fun even though the second tournament was cancelled.  Many players 
improved their skills immensely.  Many thanks to the parents who came out to support the girls.

The players this year included Leanne Collison (captain), Megan Sawatsky, Sarah Galway, 
Shannon Galway, Kayla McKinnon, Sabina Stodulski, Madeleine O’Brian (manager), Janet 
Foster, Bailey Staynes, Chantelle Balanowski, Chelsea Spiers, Kristen Balanowski, Emily 
Petro, Sarah Cutting and Fallon Taylor-Kanary.
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DRAMA
Mrs. K. Phelan-Savage

4 A.M. was performed by the students of 
Saint Francis on February 25th, as part of 
the Niagara District Sears Drama Festival.  
Written by Jonathon Dorf, the play’s storyline 
explores the lives of a group of teens awake 
at 4 a.m.  The characters range from a lonely 
short-wave radio DJ, to a modern Romeo and 
Juliet, to the writer of a most unusual letter, all 
trying to balance their fears and dreams and 
navigate that magical hour between night 
and morning.

The production included both veteran actors 
and newcomers and featured a talented group 
of dancers portraying the Nightmares that 
deprive us of sleep.  Huge thanks goes out 
to Chloe Trabucco and Victoria Lalande for 
their choreography and leadership, as well as 
to Teresa Anglada, Kathryna Cuizon and 
Leah D’Aloisio for creating their masks. 

At the awards banquet the Nightmares were 
recognized for their hard work with an Award 
of Merit.  Also, congratulations to Hannah 
O’Brien for receiving an Award of Excellence 
for her portrayal of The Sleeper Kid, and 
the entire cast for their Award of Excellence 
in Ensemble Acting.  We are very proud to 
say that the Good Egg Award -- given to the 
school that embodies the spirit of cooperation, 
respect, and enthusiasm -- has been returned 
once again to Saint Francis.  And, of course, 
none of this would be possible without a great 
crew, led by Sam Wedderspoon.

Mrs. Phelan-Savage would also like to extend 
her best wishes to this year’s graduates.  You 
will certainly be missed, but we know your 
future is bright.  And remember,  “We do on 
stage things that are supposed to happen 
off.  Which is a kind of integrity, if you look on 
every exit as being an entrance somewhere 
else.” (Tom Stoppard)

FSF/International Languages
Mme. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International Language Department 
has been extremely busy this spring.  Our 
grade 11/12 French students were part of the 
Brock Niagara French contest, competing 
against all of the high schools in the NCDSB 
and DSBN.  They wrote a grammar test and a 
reading comprehension and oral speaking test.  
Congratulations to Mahdi Vafei  for winning in 
his specific category.  Congratulations also go 
to all the grade 11/12 french students for proudly 
representing Saint Francis.
 
The Italian classes enjoyed a day of academics 
and sports at the 12th Annual Italian Day at Brock 
University.  They experienced cultural activities 
such as Botta e Risposta (Italian Reach) 
calico di rigore (soccer) and bocce.  They also 
competed in the junior and senior grammar 
tests.  Congratulations to Elena DeLuigi who 
placed first in the senior grammar test.  

Our Italian students experienced a multicultural 
excursion to Toronto, visiting the St. Lawrence 
Market and then had a tour of City TV/OMNI 
multicultural station. The students were able to 
see first hand the use of languages in today’s 
society.  They were even there when the 
broadcast went live.

The IDC 3M course, which offers an art/
interdisciplinary credit as well as the opportunity 
to spend two amazing weeks in Italy is now in 
the process of student registration.  There will 
be a second parent information meeting the 
second week of September at the Catholic 
Education Centre in Welland on Rice Road.  Take 
advantage of this unforgettable opportunity!  
Information packages are available from Mme 
Mauro-Marshall.

Remember, Languages are our antennae, the 
more we have, the more we see!  (J P Sartre)

 Department News
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT
Mrs. Van Kralingen (Program Chair)

University of Waterloo Math Contest Awards

Awards were presented for exceptional achievement in this year’s University of Waterloo 
Mathematics Contests.  The top scorer in each of grades 9-12 received a School Champion 
Medal and those scoring in the top 25% in Canada received a Certificate of Distinction.  The 
top scorer in grade 12 was also awarded an Outstanding Achievement plaque.  The following 
students were honoured at our Recognition Day assembly on Friday, June 13th:

Mathletes
Mrs. Van Kralingen & Mrs. Cheng (coaches)

Congratulations goes to Thomas Dedinsky, a 
wizard at problem solving, for receiving the 
Mathletes Outstanding Performance plaque at 
our recognition day assembly on June 13th!  

Pascal, Grade 9 Cayley, Grade 10

Medal Certificate of 
Distinction

Medal Certificate of 
Distinction

Nikola Cubelic Nikola Cubelic
Danielle Wong
Joseph Chan
Lucy Marano

Marcus Dworczak

Thomas Dedinsky Thomas Dedinsky

Fermat, Grade 11 Euclid, Grade 12

Medal Certificate of 
Distinction

Recognition Day Award for 
Outstanding Achievement

Anna Mazur Anna Mazur Justin Sambajon
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School Reach 
Mrs. Van Kralingen

Another exciting season has ended for Reach, coached by Mrs. Cheng, Mrs. Casburn and Mrs. 
Van Kralingen.  For those who do not know, Reach members compete in squads of 4 against the 
other Catholic schools, testing their knowledge of all kinds of trivia.  Reach players are divided 
into two age groups: intermediates who are in grades 9 and 10, and seniors who are in grades 11 
and 12.  The following students comprised our teams:  

The top 4 teams from the league 
were invited to compete in the 
final round robin tournament held 
at Saint Francis on Wednesday, 
March 26th.  Although none of our 
teams advanced to the finals, our 
dedicated students exhibited great 
enthusiasm and had a lot of fun. 

We look forward to a thrilling 
new season next year.  New and 
returning players are all welcome 
to join!

Congratulations are extended to Devon Hallett (Intermediate) and Fiona Peiris 
(Senior) for earning an Outstanding Participation Award for Reach at our 
recognition day assembly on June 13th!

Intermediate Reach Teams

Team 1     Team 2
Stefanie Nguyen   Tania Yousef
Nikola  Cubelic    Sarah Cutting
Alexa McKinnon   Gabriel Constantini
Devon Hallett    Erin Borg
Fallon Taylor-Kanary   Agnes Mazur (Captain)
Thomas Dedinsky (Captain)

Senior Reach Team

Team 1     Team 2
Justin Sambajon   Minuet Ettinger-Wheeler
Andrea Zapata    Fiona Peiris
Peter Riccardi    Nick Nolan
Ryan Phillip    Janine Pagaduan
Eunice Espino    Annie Yang
DJ Vanderlee    Rachel Phillip
Joel Chouinard    Anna Mazur (Captiain)
Zachary Matthews (Captain)
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Special Education Department 
Mrs. T. Casburn

This year was an eventful one in the Special Education Department.  The students enjoyed their 
classes, their Co-operative Education placements, their outings and many festivities!  

The Special Education Department staff would like to thank both Ms Lisa Fazzalari and Ms Diana 
DiPaolo for their wonderful contributions to our department this year!  The department will not be 
the same without either of these fantastic teachers.  Next year, we welcome Mrs. Tiffany Bourret 
–Meisner to the department. Mrs. Meisner will be joining the department in her new role as an 
Educational Resource Teacher.  The department will benefit from her experience and expertise! 
 
Finally, our department must say good-bye to four of the students from our Special Education 
Classroom.  Victoria Laschowski, Jonathon Lotz, Taylor Snow and Ronnie Stamper will be 
leaving us, as they graduate.  All four of these students will be greatly missed by the staff and 
students of Saint Francis!  Saint Francis will not be the same without Tori, Jonathon, Taylor and 
Ronnie, but we know that they will make new friends and experience great things once they leave 
us. 

  Tori Laschowski / Mr. Griepsma   Jonathon Lotz / Mr. Griepsma

  Ronnie Stamper / Mr. Griepsma   Taylor Snow / Mr. Griepsma
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Arriverderci and Au Revoir 
Mrs. Van Kralingen & Mr. Marshall

To the staff and students of Saint Francis, we 
would like to say goodbye (in any language 
you like), thank you for the fond memories, 
and we would like to leave you with the 
following old Irish Blessing:

 May the road rise up to meet you.
 May the wind always be at your back.
 May the sun shine warm upon your face,
 And rains fall soft upon your fields.
 And until we meet again,
 May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
 

Catholic School Council
Mrs. Au

Hello and greetings from your Catholic School Council.  We were pleased to 
represent the parents again this year.  Our luncheon for the Grade 12 graduates 
was enjoyed by all. The graduation exercises are taking place at Niagara College on 
June 25th and the school prom is being held the next day.   We sincerely congratulate 
all our graduates and appreciate how hard they have worked this past school year.  
I would like to welcome any parents or guardians who would be interested to join 
our CSC in September as we are always looking for new members.  I hope you all 
enjoy a peaceful, safe and restful Summer holiday and we look forward to seeing 
you in September!    
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  CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SEPTEMBER

Monday, September 1
Labour Day!

Tuesday, September 2
First day of classes!

Friday, September 5
Photo Day

Wednesday, September 10 - 
Friday September 12

SF-Phoenix Invitational Girls Basketball 
Tournament

Monday, September 22
Early Progress Reports 

Saturday, September 27
Niagara Wine Festival Parade

OCTOBER
Thursday, October 2

We Day
Friday, October 3
Grad Retreat, Balls Falls

Wednesday, October 8 - 
Thursday October 9
Art and Soul Jericho House

Director of Education Inspiration Mass and 
Award Presentation

Pilgrimage Kickoff Assembly
Friday, October 10

PA DAY
Monday, October 13

Thanksgiving Day
Tuesday, October 14

Photo re-take Day
Wednesday, October 15 - 

Tuesday, October 21
Pilgrimage Chapel Presentations
Wednesday, October 15

Maplewood Markbook Report
Wednesday, October 22

Parent/Student/Teacher conference
Friday, October 24
Pilgrimage Mini-Assembly

Sunday, October 26
Pilgrimage!

NOVEMBER
Wednesday, November 5

Take Your Kids to Work Day
Grade 8 Day (Future Phoenix Day)
Monday, November 10 - 
Friday, November 21 

Grad photos
Wednesday, November 12

Student Voice Conference
Thursday, November 13

Culture of Life Conference
Mike Sullivan Memorial Basketball Buy-In

Friday, November 14
PA DAY

Wednesday, November 19
Mathletes Tournament -- Blessed Trinity

Thursday, November 20
Mid-term Report Cards Distributed

 – SAVE OUR
        SUBSCRIPTIONS!

This coming fall, our school will be providing the opportunity to 
renew and / or purchase new magazine subscriptions through 
the QSP Family Reading Fundraising Program.  Please ignore 
any notices from the publishers asking you to renew now and 
instead, support our school’s fundraising efforts in the fall.  
Please share this message with other family and friends who 
order through our program.  As always, you will receive the 
best price while our school retains a substantial portion as 
profit (approx. 40%)  Thank you for your continued support!

Thank You to 
Ozzie Mucciarelli

AVONDALE STORES
282 Linwell Road, St. Catharines

 for his continued support through
Nevadaman ticket sales.


