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Principal’s Message

As we come to the end of another successful and 
spirited year, we are grateful for the wonderful 
students and committed staff and parents who enrich 
our lives on a daily basis.

Our students continue to bring us pride with their 
academic, artistic and athletic accomplishments 
and continue to grow in their understanding of what 
it means to help those in need.  Whether it has been 
through our social justice events, fundraisers or 
simply helping someone with a personal need, Saint 
Francis Catholic Secondary School stands out as a 
school community that cares to make a difference.

I would like to take this opportunity to provide you 
with an update of changes and projects taking place 
at St. Francis.  We are excited about the changes 
being made to our Special Education area with a new 
washroom and a therapy room being constructed 
over the summer.  

We congratulate Mrs. Carol Bowers who will be 
retiring after 28 years of teaching and ministering 
to the needs of students and Catholic school 
communities.  We wish her well in her future 
endeavours.  As well, due to changing needs within 
the region, we also say goodbye to Angel Billy, Mary 
Byers, Barb Kish, and Barb Scott as they bring their 
talents to new school communities. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate our graduates as 
they continue to pursue post-secondary education or 
the workplace and pray that they continue to work with 
passion and deep faith in whatever comes their way.  May 
they share and treasure their wonderful God-given gifts 
and values of a Catholic education.

On behalf of the entire St. Francis community, please 
pause to make time for Christ and enjoy your family and 
friends.  God bless! 

PHOENIX to Ride Again!

Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 28th as 
Saint Francis looks to re-establish its participation in the 
Niagara Wine Festival Grande Parade.

Saint Francis staff and students will be designing and 
riding a float for this year's parade.

If you have, or know someone who has, a suitable flat-
bed trailer or semi truck to pull a trailer and would be 
willing to donate it's use for the day of the parade, please 
contact Mr. Kevin Timmins, Vice-Principal at:
kevin.timmins@ncdsb.com
See you there!
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Chaplaincy Leader
Mr. P. McGuire

As the 2012-13 academic year closes, Saint Francis is taking time to celebrate the many 
gifts and talents of its students and the amazing ways that this community has grown in 
wisdom. The staff and students here are truly blessed and recognize the hand of God in 
everything that has been accomplished both in and outside of the school, and for this we are 
truly grateful!  We are also grateful for the commitment and work of this year’s chaplaincy 
crew, “The Pit Crew”.   As we concluded our school year with Grad celebrations, retreats 
and a special Grad liturgy, we recognize that the class of 2013 will leave us with many 
great memories. In return however we hope that they carry forward with them their faith.     
Wishing you a safe summer filled with many blessings...
Twitter: @phoenixchap
 

May  God grant you to be strong through his Spirit in your inner 
being,  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may have strength to comprehend the breadth and 

length and height and depth,  and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all 

the fullness of God.          -Ephesians 3:17

Clubs & Activities

Eco-Schools 
Mrs. A. Lucchetta

Another successful year has been attained by the 2012-2013 Eco-Schools team.  With all of 
the hard work and dedication from all members of this year’s club, we have accomplished 
yet another GOLD Certification from Ontario EcoSchools.  

The great success of this year could not have been possible without the assistance of our 
many grads.  We would like to wish these dedicated students all the best and thank them 
for their commitment to the environment and the betterment of the Saint Francis school 
community.  We look forward to a new and exciting year with our many returning members 
and we welcome any new students to join this worthwhile club.
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Co-curricular News
Varsity Girls Soccer
Mrs. A. Lucchetta 

This year’s varsity girls soccer team had a lot to be proud of.  Many highlights were had 
by this talented squad.  Our girls had a strong and nail-biting finish at our very own Nick 
Miceli Tournament, as well a close second place finish in the Niagara Cup hosted by Notre 
Dame College School.  Despite an undefeated regular season record, our season came 
to an unfortunate end after a heartbreaking loss to Holy Cross in this year’s zone final 
match.  This year’s coaches would like to thank all the girls for their commitment and hard 
work throughout the season and would also like to thank our grads Morgan D’Aloisio, 
Val Burtnik, Taylor Morris, Karine Ohanian and Jelena Mamic for their leadership and 
outstanding effort. 

MATHEMATICS
Mrs. A. Van Kralingen

University of Waterloo Math Contest Awards

Awards were presented for exceptional achievement in this year's University of Waterloo Mathematics 
Contests.  The top scorer in each of grades 9-12 received a School Champion Medal and those scoring in 
the top 25% in Canada received a Certificate of Distinction.  The top scorer in grade 12 was also awarded an 
"Outstanding Achievement" plaque.  The following students were honoured at our Recognition Day assembly 
on Friday, June 14th.

Pascal, Grade 9 Cayley, Grade 10
Medal Certificate of 

Distinction
Medal Certificate of 

Distinction
Thomas Dedinsky Thomas Dedinsky

Michael Finch
Ashley Delia
David Mambella

Anna Mazur Anna Mazur

Fermat, Grade 11 Euclid, Grade 12
Medal Certificate of 

Distinction
Medal Certificate of 

Distinction
Ryan Phillip Ryan Phillip Adam Rankiin Adam Rankin

Congratulations to these students and all those who participated in the contests as we look forward to next 
year's challenge!

EQAO Grade 9 Mathematics Assessment

The spring EQAO math assessment took place on Wednesday, June 12th and Thursday, June 13th.  The 
assessments from both January and June of this year will be marked by EQAO in the month of July.  Parents 
can expect the results to be sent home sometime in the fall.
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Girls 
Softball
Mrs. J. 
Frendo

This year was 
Saint Francis’ 
best year yet 
in girls softball, 
with our largest 
turnout of players and the most talented team.  The girls started the season off in early April 
practicing regularly for three tournaments.  At our first tournament hosted by Sir Winston 
Churchill, the girls had a strong start dominating Holy Cross, Centennial and Laura Secord 
and just edged out of playoffs by Sir Winston Churchill.  Our next tournament was a little 
rough, missing a few key players the girls got some good practice and we were able 
to identify our weaknesses for the Board tournament.  For the first time in the 16 years 
that girl’s softball has been running, Saint Francis took the Championship! The team 
consisted of Captain Leanne Collison, Janet Foster, Chantelle Balanowski, Shannon 
Galway, Sabina Stolulski, Megan Sawatsky, Kayla McKinnon, Steph Pollak, Chelsea 
Spiers, Sarah Galway, Bailey Staynes, Kylee Robbins, Kiersten Zukowsky, Kristen 
Balanowski and Tyler Johnston.  The girl’s learned much about softball and improved 
greatly.  It was truly a team effort that won us the championship. Coaches: Mrs. Frendo, Ms. 
Fazzalari and manager Ms. Weigert would like to thank the girls for a fabulous season.

Saint Francis Rowing 
Greg Smith

The Saint Francis rowing season began in mid October of 2012.  In the fall of 2012 the 
decision was made to purchase a new Coxed Four racing shell. Saint Francis Rowing 
Fundraising Committee co-chairs Liz Harold and Jane Farah-Smith set about the task of 
organizing a parent volunteer committee for fundraising.  This culminated in a successful 
3rd Annual Saint Francis Rowing Pasta Dinner Night on March 23, 2013.  The night saw 
athletes, families and friends sit down to a fantastic meal.  The new boat, “Instrument 
of Peace” was dedicated, and a very motivational speech was delivered by Canadian 
Olympic Silver Medalist, Natalie Mastracci. 

It was now time to hit the water, however Mother Nature had a different plan this spring. 
The weather was awful, the worst in years, and yet the athletes and coaches still came to 
Henley Island every morning and afternoon.                                                                (con't...)
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Earlybird saw some early signs of progress for the crews. Unfortunately Mother Nature 
stepped in and blew the Mother’s Day Regatta away.  The May long weekend had 
some Sr. crews at the Stotesbury Regatta in Philadelphia, and the rest of the program 
in Welland for the South Niagara Invitational.  Philly was a success for the Jr. Women’s 
Double of Riley Sandham and Janelle Payne taking home the Silver medal, while the 
Sr. Men and Women’s Lwt. Coxed Fours both made berths to the finals.

Saint Francis Rowing prepares all season long for the CSSRA Championships.  Our 
crews were ready to show other high schools from across North America what we are 
made of. Unfortunately Mother Nature still wanted to show us who was in charge.  Severe 
winds forced the races to be modified from 2000m to1000m.  The champions were to 
be decided by the fastest times.  It is not how the athletes or coaches envisioned the 
season to end.  We wanted to race.  In the end Saint Francis Rowing is proud to have 
qualified 9 crews to the finals.  This is a great accomplishment. 

Saint Francis CSSRA Final Results were:

GOLD - Sr. Womens 59kg Four + (C. Saleeb, A. Ferguson, E. McIntosh, H. Mirynech, 
V. Lalande )
SILVER - Jr. Womens 63kg Eight (P.Sergnese, E.Lorenzi, E.Coholan, K.Cornelius, 
J.Stodulski, L.Webb, S.Hicks, K.Stodulski, M.Deschamps)
SILVER - Jr. Womens 63kg Four + (J.Stodulski, L.Webb, S.Hicks, K.Stodulski, E. 
Dittrich)
4th - Jr. Womens 59kg Four + (E. Dittrich, E. Lorenzi, P. Sergnese, K. Cornelius, C. 
Trabucco)
4th - Sr. Mens 72kg Single
5th - Sr. Womens Single (J. Payne)
6th - Jr. Mens 72kg Eight (A. Malinski, A. Kimacovich, D.Turchi, N. Nero, S. Wytrwal, 
M. Harold, A. Di Bari, J. Sands, M. Deschamps)
6th - Sr. Mens 66kg Four + (J. Ross, A. Portanova, D. Mirynech, R. Vassalo, S. 
Reynolds)
Not Rowed - Sr. Womens 63kg Eight (M. D’Intino, C. Saleeb, R. Sandham, S. Stodulski, 
E. McIntosh,A. Freguson, K. Covre, H. Mirynech, E. Trabucco)

We also acknowledge the great performances by our crews who did not make the finals 
but delivered a personal best race to bring pride to their coaches and parents.  Well 
done Saint Francis Rowing!

To our coaching staff: “I personally thank you.  Because of your hard efforts and 
dedication, we are a great program to be proud of.”

Sr. Men – Bob Schenck Matt Schenk and Rob Walton.
Sr. Women – Kevin Koch and Ken Sandham.
Jr. Men – Jordan Burtnik , Alex Delaney and Nolan Mofat.
Jr. Women – Rae Cecatto, Mike Coholan , Liz Harold, Bill Stevenson.
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Special Education
Mr. D. Wiley

This year has been filled with some great memories for the Special Education Department!  Our 
Special Education Class students have had some wonderful experiences, and have brought much 
joy to the Saint Francis community.  The students attended many events at the other secondary 
schools in the Niagara Catholic District School Board. The students also went on several other 
outings as a class, including a bowling trip at the end of the year.  Several of our students also 
participated in Co-operative Education placements at Wal-Mart and Anchor Pointe.  
 
However, this year has brought about some difficult changes for our Special Education Department 
and the Special Education Classroom.  In January, we lost a special part of our classroom when 
we lost Ashley Smith.  Near the end of June we also lost another of our precious students as Sam 
Austin passed away.  We will miss both of these wonderful people in our lives.  We also say fairwell 
to three of our Special Education Class students, as they have now graduated from Saint Francis 
and are on their way to new experiences.  All of us will miss David Anderson, Jessica Mold and 
Christina Saad, though we are very proud of all of their accomplishments!  Congratulations to 
these three Saint Francis graduates ~ and all of the graduating class of 2013! 

Department News

God Bless You Sam!
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FSF/International Languages
Mme. M. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International Language department has been extremely busy this spring.  Our 
grades 11/12 French students were part of the Brock Niagara French contest, competing 
against all of the high schools in the NCDSB and DSBN. There was a written grammar test, 
a reading comprehension test and an oral test.  Congratulations to Martha Kubarakos for 
winning in her specific category.  Congratulations also go to Alessandra Peters, Erica 
Pirbus, Eva Trabucco, Megan Borg, Reid Vassallo, Shannon D’Arcey and Tiziana 
D’Alesio for proudly representing Saint Francis Catholic Secondary.
 
The Italian classes enjoyed a day of academics and sports at the 12th Annual Italian Day 
at Brock University.  They experienced cultural activities such as Botta e Risposta (Italian 
Reach) calico di rigore (soccer) and Bocce.  They also competed in the junior and senior 
grammar tests.  Congratulations to Elena DeLuigi who placed first in the senior grammar 
test.  Our Botta e Risposta team also won first place!

Our Italian students experienced a multicultural excursion to Toronto, visiting the St. 
Lawrence Market and then had a tour of City TV/OMNI multicultural station. The students 
were able to see first hand the use of languages in today’s society.  They were even there 
when the broadcast went live.

The IDC 3M course, which offers an art/interdisciplinary credit as well as the opportunity 
to spend two amazing weeks in Italy, is now in the process of student registration.  There 
will be a second parent information meeting the second week of September at the Catholic 
Education Centre in Welland on Rice Road.  Take advantage of this unforgettable opportunity!  
Information packages are available from Mme. Mauro-Marshall.

Remember:

“Languages are our antennae, our spectacles – the more we have, the better we 
see” -- Jean-Paul Sartre

 – SAVE OUR
        SUBSCRIPTIONS!

This coming fall, our school will be providing the opportunity to 
renew and / or purchase new magazine subscriptions through 
the QSP Family Reading Fundraising Program.  Please ignore 
any notices from the publishers asking you to renew now and 
instead, support our school’s fundraising efforts in the fall.  
Please share this message with other family and friends who 
order through our program.  As always, you will receive the 
best price while our school retains a substantial portion as 
profit (approx. 40%)  Thank you for your continued support!

Thank You to 
Ozzie Mucciarelli

AVONDALE STORES
282 Linwell Road, St. Catharines

 for his continued support through
Nevadaman ticket sales.
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Music Notes 
Mr. F. Mancuso and Mr. S. De Angelis

Well the school year has flown by and 
the music department at Saint Francis 
has been very busy with numerous 
performances and trips throughout second 
semester.

Our choir and house band have performed 
at many functions within the school 
including our celebrations of mass, Holy 
Thursday Prayer Service, Grade 7 Faith 
Festival and the Sidewalk Chalk Festival.  
Our students also had the privilege of 
providing music for the Annual Youth 
Artist Gallery for the fifth time in a row.  
The students performed acoustic sets of 
current contemporary music and many 
compliments were given to the students 
for their professionalism and creative 
choices in their performances.  

Our students were also able to visit New 
York City this semester!  Music students 
teamed up with students from the Modern 
Languages Department to visit the city 
that never sleeps.   Students were able to 
take in a Broadway Musical Jersey Boys, 
visit     
 

the Empire State Building and the 9/11  
Memorial.  Students were also able to visit 
the legendary Apollo Theatre, the home 
of soul/Motown artists including Stevie 
Wonder and Aretha Franklin.  These 
artists among others had their first chance 
at stardom at “Amateur Night” which 
allowed artists a chance to perform on 
stage.   This tradition of discovering and 
developing talent continues to this very day 
as students had the opportunity to perform 
in a “mock” audition talent performance 
including our very own Joe Ross and 
Kasey Jarrell.  Our students exhibited 
exceptional behavior while in NYC and 
by all accounts, they had an amazing 
time.  Special thanks to Mrs. Maria Mauro-
Marshall who organized this trip.  

Finally, many thanks go out to our 
talented choir and house bands who have 
performed at many functions throughout 
the school year.  Your professionalism and 
dedication to our groups has been greatly 
appreciated.  Special thanks go out to 
our graduates who have been involved in 
music since you arrived at Saint Francis.  
Your contributions to the growth of our 
department are greatly appreciated.  
We wish you all the best in your future! 
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SIDEWALK CHALK 
FESTIVAL !!

Jeremy Espino Alex Damiano
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July 8th - Main Office Closed for Summer

August 19 - Main Office Re-Opens

August 28th - Grade 9 Orientation and Breakfast - 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

September 3rd - First Day of Classes

September 11th - First Catholic School Council 
Meeting - 6:15 p.m. (staff room)

September 19th - Grade 9 Curriculum Night - 6:30 
p.m.

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS


