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St. Francis Catholic Secondary School                   

               Niagara Catholic District School Board

Mr. K. Griepsma, Principal
Mr. T. Marshall and Mr. A. Soares, Vice Principals

541 Lake Street, St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4H7
(905)646-2002 Phone (905)646-1452 Fax

As we come to the end of 
another successful and 

spirited year, we are grateful 
for the wonderful students, 
and committed staff and 

parents who enrich our lives on a daily 
basis.

Our students continue to bring us pride 
with their academic, artistic and athletic 
accomplishments and continue to grow 
in their understanding of what it means 
to help those in need.  Whether it has 
been through our social justice events, 
fundraisers or simply helping someone 
with a personal need, St. Francis 
Catholic Secondary School stands out 
as a school community that cares to 
make a difference.

We congratulate Mrs. Cronkwright 
who will be retiring after many years 
of teaching and ministering to the 
needs of students and Catholic School 
communities.  She will be especially 
missed in all that she has done for the 
St. Francis Community.  We know that 
Mrs. Cronkwright will stay involved as 
part of the St. Francis Family and we 
wish her the best in the coming years.

Our Sidewalk Chalk Festival on 
Wednesday, June 1st was again an 
extremely successful event with the 
involvement of over one hundred 
students and staff.  

Many parents and friends attended the 
event and were treated to excellent art, 
music and drama.

Our Boys Soccer team had an excellent 
season, winning SOSSA and competing 
at OFSAA, while our Girls Soccer team 
fell just short of winning SOSSA and 
gaining entrance to OFSAA competition.  
Our Rowing Club had an excellent year, 
placing third overall, at the Canadian 
Secondary School Rowing Association 
Championships, capturing 6 medals 
including 1 gold, 1 silver and 4 bronze.

Recognition Day on Friday, June 17th 

highlighted the achievements, efforts and 
leadership of our St. Francis students.  
Some one hundred and fifty students 
were recognized for their contributions to 
the Arts, Athletics, Academics and a host 
of other areas.

Finally, I would like to take this time 
to congratulate our graduates as they 
continue to pursue post-secondary 
education or the workplace, and pray 
that they continue to work with passion 
and deep faith in whatever comes their 
way.  May they share and treasure their 
wonderful God-given gifts and values of a 
Catholic education.

On behalf of the entire St. Francis 
community, please pause to make time for 
Christ and enjoy your family and friends.  
God bless! 

Principal’s Message...
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From the Chaplain’s Desk…
Ms D. McCaffery, Chaplain

Some  wonderful highlights from the 
past few months:

Easter Mass was celebrated by Father 
Peter on Thursday, May 6th which was 
also part of our Catholic Education Week 
celebrations.  

Catholic Education Week was May 1-7. 
Throughout our school community during 
this week, our classes celebrated the 
theme Catholic Education:  “Celebrating 
the Spirit”

   •  Prayers geared to the sub-themes 
-- the Spirit of Hospitality, the Spirit of 
Understanding, the Spirit of Wisdom, the 
Spirit of Justice and the Spirit of Gratitude, 
were offered each morning.
   •  Our choir provided music ministry 
and Sabina Stodulski served as reader 
for our Grade 7 Catholic Education Week 
Mass at the Cathedral of St. Catherine 
of Alexandria. Our celebrant was Msgr. 
Wayne Kirpatrick.
   •  Easter Mass was on May 4th and 
coincided with Buddy Day, as we welcomed 
grade 8 students from non-feeder schools.

Grad Retreat  was held at Balls Falls on 
Wednesday, May 11th.  Our guest speaker 
was Andy Thibodeau, a high energy 
presenter who always leaves a solid 
message planted in his audiences.  We 
rejoiced in the (almost) warm, sunny day, 
and certainly a warm spirit filled the barn, 
as grads celebrated their faith and their 
friendships.

NCDSB Grad Celebration was held at 
the new Scotiabank Convention Centre in 
Niagara Falls on May 19th.  

It was a great time in a great new venue 
and a wonderful opportunity for this group 
to welcome Bishop Bergie and to hear Geoff 
Greene, an eco-activist who challenged 
everyone to see our planet as a sacred 
trust.

Closing Mass, with a focus on our grads, 
was celebrated on Thursday, June 2nd 
by Father  Vickers.   Our entire school 
population, as well as several parents, 
travelled to St. Alfred Church to celebrate 
this Mass.  It was wonderful to pray  
together as a community for our grads -- in 
thanksgiving -- for all they have given to our 
community, and for all their future goals.

And already we are moving into next 
year… a very dedicated Pilgrimage 
Committee has already begun to meet, 
fuelled by the enthusiasm of Mrs. Drago 
and Mr. O’Leary!

A Prayer for Summer

May the openness that Summer brings be a gift to us—
To open the windows of our lives to other people,
To open our homes to share the hospitality of table and 
church.

Open our minds and revel in the beauties of nature—
The smell of newly mown grass
The morning dew on the rosebud
The scent of honeysuckle on the evening air
The open spaces offering relaxation and a change of 
pace.

Open our hearts to your love and may your Spirit rest 
with each one of us.

(Rosemary Wass, from 600 Blessings and Prayers from Around the 
World, Twenty-Third Publications, 2000)

May God bless you with a happy, 
safe and restful summer!
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SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
Mrs. P. Rempel
School Council Chair

Another successful year has come and 
gone for the Catholic School Council at 
St. Francis Catholic Secondary School.  
Council members have worked diligently 
to assist the school community in various 
activities including fundraising, Nearly 
New Uniform Sale and graduation lunch 
and reception, to mention a few.  Thanks 
to all of you as these endeavors would not 
be possible without your dedication and 
commitment.

Our next Nearly New Uniform Sale is on 
Wednesday, June 29th from 6:00 to 7:30 
p.m.  Graduates, and students who have 
outgrown their uniforms, are reminded that 
we would appreciate the donation of your 
used uniforms at the end of the school 
year.  Please drop them off at the office.  
Many thanks are extended to Roxanne 
Daoust, Sue Hendriks and our Special 
Education Department for mending and 
cleaning uniforms and for organizing this 
sale.

School Council Nomination forms for the 
School Council Election for the 2011/12 
school year, are available in the Main 
Office.  All parents and guardians are 
invited to participate on School Council, 
so keep this in mind for the coming school 
year.

efficient and effective transportation services 
for the students of Niagara.

NSTS is open all summer planning the 2011-12 
transportation routes.  You can find your child’s 
transportation eligibility information, bus stop 
location and times on the NSTS website after 
August 22 for the 2011-12 school year.  

To sign-in to the parent portal and receive 
arrangements specific for your child, you will 
need their Ontario Education Number (OEN) 
which can be found on their report card.

For Junior Kindergarten students or new 
students to the system who have not been 
assigned an OEN, a letter will be mailed 
directly to your home if your child is eligible for 
transportation.

If you are moving over the summer, please 
change your address with the school so that 
NSTS can plan service for your child for the 
new school year.

For student transportation information please 
visit the NSTS website www.nsts.ca or call 905 
346-0290.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION FOR 
SEPTEMBER 2011

Niagara Student Transportation Services 
(NSTS) is a consortium between the District 
School Board of Niagara and the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board.  The mandate 
of NSTS is to plan and manage safe, 

        – SAVE OUR
        SUBSCRIPTIONS!

This coming fall, our school will be 
providing the opportunity to renew 
and / or purchase new magazine 
subscriptions through the QSP Family 
Reading Fundraising Program.  Please 
ignore any notices from the publishers 
asking you to renew now and instead, 
support our school’s fundraising 
efforts in the fall.  Please share this 
message with other family and friends 
who order through our program.  As 
always, you will receive the best price 
while our school retains a substantial 
portion as profit (approx. 40%)  Thank 
you for your continued support!
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Clubs & Activities
Girls Cheerleading
Mrs. M. Mauro-Marshall 
and Ms S. Weigert

The girls represented the school this year by participating in special events such as the 
Christmas Assembly and the Special Needs Christmas Event as well as different sporting 
events throughout the year. The girls brought in spirit, excitement and enthusiasm to all of 
the events that they participated in. The girls opened this year’s Recognition Day, setting 
the tone for an eventful and fun-filled day.

The Cheerleading Team includes Vanessa Meginnis, as Captain,  Monika Palinkas  as 
Co-captain and also includes, Heather Mirynech, Nicole Kent, Krysten Roscoe, Jessica 
Abrams, Shannon D’Arcey, Erisa Krasniqi, Bailey Paddy, Victoria Lalande, Tiara 
Summers, Meaghan Kovacs, Kayla Fyfe-MacNeil, Kelsey Belansky, Peggy Miller and 
Bridget Hadley. Chantelle Balanowsky lead every procession with our St. Francis school 
flag.  Also, thanks to Tara Meginnis for helping out when needed. 

We hope to see you all back next year for another wonderful season.
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TRIVIA NIGHT
 
The St. Francis Sr. Girls and 
Boys basketball teams put on 
a Trivia Night to raise funds 
for their Tournament next 
December at Disneyworld in 
Orlando Florida. Thanks to 
the generosity of parents, 
staff, and our local business 
community, we were able to 
raise over $4,000.00!
 
Thanks to all who supported 
this event.

For the first time, St. Francis students 
participated in this wonderful conference 
offered by King’s College on May 26-
27.  Eighteen St. Francis students joined 
students from Saint Michael, Denis Morris 
and Blessed Trinity,  travelling by coach 
bus to London and arriving at King’s in time 
for supper.  The evening continued with an 
interactive session with presenters from 
Free the Children followed by Taize prayer 
and a movie night.

The overnight stay in King’s residences 
gave students a taste of what might be in 
their future as “home away from home” 
when they go to university themselves.

The following day the crowd grew to include 
approximately 350 participants and was filled 
with activity as students participated in two 
workshop choices from approximately 15, 
which included topics such as Social Justice, 
Me to We, motivational speakers and guided 
meditation.  Chris D’ Souza was the keynote 
speaker who delivered a dynamic message 
which challenged students to be sensitive to 
the ways we engage—or do not engage—in 
behaviours and attitudes which reflect a true 
understanding of equity and diversity.  

The experience was rounded out with a 
wonderful barbecue lunch before travelling 
home.  King’s College truly has a gift 
for hospitality and vibrant engagement 
of students in so many ways.  Without 
exception, our students enthusiastically 
embraced this opportunity and look forward 
to next year.

Front row, L-R:  Emily Garratt, Ioanna Al-Kayed, 
Monika Kubrak, Erica Van de Laar, Sabina Stodulski, 
Samantha Plantic, Ms. McCaffery   Middle:  Mercedes 
Boykin, Leah Mete, Jessica Zugic, Eva Trabucco, Matt 
Bonomi, Joe Song,  Abiye Mussie  Back & sign:  J. P. 
Tabios, Jeremy Espino, Rory Vandenbrink, Marcus Kretz, 
Nick Lepp  

Carpe Diem – Seize the Day!
King’s College Catholic Student Leadership 
Conference 2011
Ms D. McCaffery, Chaplain
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the front foyer and our student body filled 
all 5 of them!  We collected over 680 food 
items and donated 300 dollars to this worthy 
cause. Great work St. Francis!  

Our Annual Recognition Day was held on 
June 10th where students were recognized 
for their many contributions to the school 
community.  The weather was terrific as 
teachers and students were served up a 
barbeque lunch, followed by outside games.  
Our fourth Annual Dodgeball Tournament 
was won by a new team this year as The 
Blasters beat the Three Peat seniors.  
In addition, we ran our first ever Phoenix 
Fear Factor where 13 teams competed in 
elimination events to determine a winner.  
The winning team was the senior, all girls, 
FAME.  Thank You to all the teams who 
participated with such spirit!

In May, Student Council also held elections 
for next years Council and we had a record 
number of names on the nomination ballot.  
Moderators would like to thank all those 
who ran.  Next year’s council will consist 
of:

Student Council News
Mrs. M. Wall

The second half of the school year has been 
a busy one for Student Council.  After our 
second dance in February, Student Council 
served up pancakes for the entire school 
on Pancake Tuesday.  That’s over 1700 
pancakes!  

After the March Break, 2 Student Council 
members, Laura Fillingham and Jessica 
Moloney, attended the first annual Ontario 
Catholic Student Leadership Conference.  
This conference was the first of its kind and 
was hosted by the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board.  More than 300 Catholic 
students from all over Ontario met for 
leadership activities, prayer and fun.  Next 
year, another two of our students will travel 
to Ottawa for the 
Conference.  

During the Lenten 
Season, we 
gathered to create 
Easter baskets 
for the children 
of Gillian’s Place. 
This is our third 
year partnering 
with Gillian’s 
Place and we 
plan to make 
it a St. Francis 
tradition. 

In addition, 
continuing with 
our community spirit, Student Council led 
St. Francis students in a competition with 
Eden High School in May to see which 
school could bring in the most canned 
goods and food items for Community Care.  
Five large collection bins were placed in 

Con't next page....

St. Francis rocks!
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P3 Program Continued to Support 
Students
Mrs. M. Hauber

Throughout this past school year, the P3 
program, providing after school support 
to students, was once again a huge 
success.  P3 ran in the library on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 2:30 to 
3:30 with teachers present to supervise 
and help students.  Senior students acted 
as tutors for junior students needing help 
in Math, Science, English, French, and 
Religion.  Many thanks to our tutors for their 
dedication and help! This support often made 
the difference in students achieving their credits.  We also need to send out a HUGE thank 
you to the Special Education Class, who was unfailing in their commitment to bake 
muffins for us every day.  Students really appreciated their snack and we all appreciate 
the love and care that went into the baking!

President:              Zach Murphy
Vice- President:             Jessica Moloney
Secretary:              Trish Cook
Treasurer:              Janelle Payne
Tech Reps:              Rikki Kimakovich & 
                                             Braydon Miron
Co-Curricular Rep:             Talia Yousef
Chaplain’s Rep:             J.P. Tabios
Publicity:              Christine Saleeb
Gr. 12 Reps:              Rebecca Burtnik &
                                            Erisa Krisniqi  
Gr. 11 Reps:              Laura Fillingham & 
                                            Ashley Hawkisstone
Gr. 10 Reps:              Marcus Kretz, Nick
                                            Lepp & Dan Zamfir

Both members of the incoming and outgoing Student Council attended the Leadership 
Symposium at Club Roma in May.  Here, they met with the current and future student 
leaders from the other 7 Catholic High Schools and listened to the sage advice of the guest 
speaker who warned of bullying and stereotyping.  

Finally, our Student Council Prayer Service was held on June 14th in the St. Francis Chapel. 
Students had the opportunity to gather in prayer and reflect on the end of the school year, 
as well as their future journeys. 

We look forward to a great summer and will see everyone at the end of August for the 
Grade 9 Welcome Breakfast!
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Mathletes
Mrs. A. Cheng

This team competed in two Mathletes tournaments during the month of May.  A Mathletes 
Tournament involves teams of four players facing off against teams from other NCDSB 
schools to answer questions correctly in the fastest time.   The questions are based on 
logic problems and all areas of Mathematics.  Teams must work together to solve the 
problems and calculators are not allowed.  This year St. Francis had a fun and competitive 
season with an outstanding number of participants.  The coaches, Mrs. Cheng and Mrs. 
Van Kralingen, congratulate all the team members for a great season!

St. Francis Team 1  St. Francis Team 2  St. Francis Team 3
Kevin Phillip  Matt Jessome  Josh Rempel
Jake Rigby   Greg Skiba   Elli Kubarakos
Alex Sowrey   Gerry Ciprianno  Emily Lim
Andre Riel   David Donnelly  Deanna Cappelli
        Jessica Rowbottom
        
St. Francis Team 4  St. Francis Team 5  St. Francis Team 6
Rory Vandenbrink  Joseph Geronimo  Jessica Maloney
Brian Rankin  Jason Yang   Bipasha Sen
Katie Fedchun  Rowan Traynor  Genevieve Sinclair
Alicia Myers   Jessica Zugic  Caroline Weller
Tolu Ola

St. Francis Team 7  St. Francis Team 8  St. Francis Team 9
Matt Chernishenko Reid Vassalo  Jerome Joseph 
Nick Wittig   Adam Vassalo  Justin Sambajon
Michael Gacnik  Nick Pirritano  Ryan Phillip
Matt Chaput   Dan Zamfir   Abiye Mussie    

Laura Fillingham
Jordan Lidgett

University of Waterloo Math Contest Awards 2011
Mrs. A. Van Kralingen -- Program Chair

Awards were presented for exceptional achievement in this years University of Waterloo 
Mathematics Contests.  The top scorer in each of grades 9-12 received a School Champion 
Medal and the top scorers in Grade 12 were awarded an Outstanding Achievement plaque.  
The following students were honoured at our Recognition Day Assembly: Grade 9 Pascal 
Contest Medal - Justin Sambajon, Grade 10 Cayley Contest Medal - Nicholas Meisner, 
Grade 11 Fermat Contest Medal - Monika Palinkas, Grade 12 Euclid Contest Medal & 
Outstanding Achievement Plaque - Matthew Jessome and Jake Rigby.  Congratulations 
to these students and to all those who participated in the contests.  We look forward to next 
years challenge!
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ART IN THE PARK -- A NIGHT TO 
CELEBRATE MUSIC, DRAMA & FINE ART
ALSO KNOWN AS THE SIDEWALK 
CHALK FESTIVAL
Ms T. Lambert, Mr. S. De Angelis, 
Mr. F. Mancuso, and Mrs. K. Phelan 
Savage

Thanks to everyone for their help with our Third Annual 
Art in the Park Festival. What a wonderful “Art Attack” 
we had on that sunny first day of June.  Art students 
worked hard creating their beautiful masterpieces 
during the school day, while our festival was held later 
that day from 6-8 p.m. Guests experienced a culture 
filled evening, perusing the chalk masterpieces 
on the ground in the back parking lot.  They also 
enjoyed listening to live musical entertainment from 
our Jazz and Steel Drum Bands on the open stage at 
the back patio, while enjoying delicious baked goods 
and coffee from the Art Café.
   
Guests were provided with row seating and Café 
tables located on our lovely green space on the back 
field, which added to the enjoyment of the evening. 
Further entertainment was provided by our Phoenix 
Mascot, Mimes from our Drama Class, Sabina, our 
juggling unicycler, and some former St. Francis 
Graduates who created caricature portraits. In all, 
$150.00 was raised for our Pilgrimage effort!  

A special thanks goes out to the generous staff, 
students and Art Club Members who provided the 
baked goods at the Café, and pitched in with some 
last minute duties.  Special mention is also extended 
to Kayla Dardarian and Ms Emma Druce, who both 
embodied great commitment and leadership to this 
event. 

On a personal note, Ms Lambert would like to 
express the joy of returning to our original objective 
-- advocating the arts within our community.  This 
event possessed a strong art component, a cultural 
festival atmosphere, while ensuring an economically 
friendly charity.  The Arts are truly alive and well here 
at St. Francis!  
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Varsity Girls Soccer
Mrs. A. Lucchetta and 
Mrs. G. O'Leary

Congratulations to the St. Francis Varsity Girls Soccer Team on a successful season.  The 
team exhibited hard work and great team co-operation that resulted in an unbeaten regular 
season record of 5-0.  The girls played numerous games under tough conditions of rain and 
mud, but they remained positive and determined throughout each game they played. The 
girls convincingly defeated Governor Simcoe in the semi-finals to face a tough Holy Cross 
squad in the Zone Finals.  After a challenging start and trailing at the half, the girls improved 
their efforts in the second half and finished strong, but unfortunately a little short, losing to 
Holy Cross.  The team should be very proud of their accomplishments this season.  Although 
we say goodbye to two leading seniors, Amy Alderson and Tara D’Aloisio, coaches Mrs. 
Lucchetta and Mrs. O’Leary look forward to an exciting season next year with the fantastic 
and talented girls remaining.  Thank you for another outstanding and memorable season 
ladies!

Girls Softball
Ms J. Frendo and 
Ms S. Weigert

An excellent season was 
had by the Girls Softball 
Team despite the horrible 
weather we endured. 
The girls attended two 
tournaments, the Zone 
Championship and the 
Westpark Invitational. In 
both tournaments they 
finished a strong third 
place out of 16 teams.  It 
is the best showing by the St. Francis Girls Softball Team in several years. The girls had 
fun and were intense competitors. The team included Captains Kate Cunningham and 
Melissa Lostrocco.  Janet Foster, Natalie Froats, Rachel Locking, Leanne Collison, 
Meagan Sawatsky, Ioanna Al-Kayed, Taylor Sneek, Alexa Plato, Carissa Richardson, 
Sam Brothers, Bailey Staynes, and Chelsea VanKekem, made up the rest of the team. 
Angelle Ruiter did a great job as the team Manager. Many girls had an opportunity to 
play many different positions and were led by Kate Cunningham at pitch and Melissa 
Lostrocco at shortstop. A big thank-you goes out to Emma Druce and Allison Harding for 
their help with the team. Thanks for a great season ladies, hope to see you out next year.

Co-curricular News
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Boys Soccer
Mr. M. DiPietro

The boy’s soccer team ended a very successful season last week at the OFSAA 
Championships in Windsor on June 3rd. The boys first defeated Collegiate in the semi-finals 
in one of the most exciting soccer games ever played at St Francis! Trailing 3-1 at half 
time, and short one player, the boys fought hard and scored three short handed goals and 
defeated Collegiate 4-3 in overtime. From there, the boys faced Holy Cross in the Zone 
Final. With the team leading 1-0, Holy Cross scored a goal with 20 minutes left in regulation 
time, to tie the game. Once again, the entire team worked hard and scored two goals in the 
last 12 minutes to capture their first Zone title in 6 years, defeating Holy Cross 3-1.

The next challenge was at the SOSSA competition where the team faced a very difficult 
Hamilton Christian High School. Trailing 1 – 0 at half time, we scored two goals to go ahead 
2-1. Hamilton Christian tied the game at 2, with 15 minutes to go, and the team came back 
for the third time in seven days by scoring another goal, and defeating Hamilton 3-2. The 
SOSSA Final was not as dramatic with the boys capturing our first Boys SOSSA Soccer 
Championship in 6 years, by defeating Ridgway-Crystal Beach 6-0.

As a result, we travelled to Windsor to participate in the AA Boys OFSAA Championships. 
The team was the number 1 seed at the Tournament, but quickly realized that they were in 
for a very competitive environment. They defeated Richview High school from Etobicoke, 
2-1. Then they were defeated by Prince Edward High School 1-0, and then suffered another 
setback by losing to St. Michaels 1-0. With a chance to advance still possible, the team 
needed to defeat Holy Trinity secondary and did just that by defeating them 2-1. However, 
even with the 2 victories, the boys ended pool play in 3rd place and did not advance to the 
next round.

Mr. DiPietro, Mr. DeAngelis and Mr. Bufalino would like to congratulate the entire team for 
their dedication and hard work all season. They were a pleasure to coach and it was an 
honour to be part of such an experience.  We wish nothing but the best for the boys who 
are graduating and hope that those returning will work just as hard as they did this year to 
try to continue the success that was achieved.
Boys Varsity Lacrosse -- by Fran Bonomi
Mr. D. Macoretta and Mr. K. Dion

The Varsity Boys Lacrosse Team had a very successful season, finishing undefeated in 
season play. They travelled to Holy Cross, Simcoe and Collegiate for jamborees and came 
out on top!  After tremendous efforts and achievement, the team advanced to Zone at Holy 
Cross.  The team defeated West Park in the semi-finals, but lost in a well fought and muddy 
battle to a tough Holy Cross team.  Outstanding team effort was seen throughout the season 
and congratulations to the boys on an awesome season! Team members included: Doug 
Buchan, Jake Dion, Charlie Sheehan, Jimmy Sheehan, Josh Kozielski, Dan D’Ilario, 
Johnny D’Ilario, Jeff Mestek, Liam Geddes, Kyle Felice, Jason Barron, Cree Blakely, 
Alan Florez, Broderick Kelly, Jarrod Peacock, Luke Doppelhofer, Nick Conlon, Corey 
Antongiovanni, Keith Wedderspoon and Brock Gilmore. 

GO ST. FRANCIS!
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VARSITY BOYS BASEBALL
Mr. J. Cukierski

The 2011 Varsity Boys Baseball Team 
was a well-mannered and talented group 
of young men.  Even though the baseball 
season is abbreviated, especially this year, 
the level of commitment and subsequent 
success, was mostly consistent throughout 
the season.

Combined with games from the Bullet 
Tournament, our boys played to a 3-3 
record.  The playoffs were essentially non-
existent due to the excessive rain this spring.  
Strong play this season was conveyed by 
Michael Gacnick, Andrew Kretz, Mike 
Dupuis and Nicholas Spadafora.  Rookie 
pitcher Evan Lukasik also played well, 
pitching with a great deal of confidence.

Considering that there are a number of 
young players for next year, the future of 
Varsity Boys Baseball looks quite good at 
St. Francis.  A special farewell goes out 
to the graduates who are going out into a 
different “field”.  Mr. Cukierski, the team 
administrator, would especially like to thank 
Head Coach, Mr. Frank Iker, who continues 
to lend his time and talents to our schools' 
baseball program.   
ST. FRANCIS ROWING
Ken Sandham, Head Coach

What a rowing season!  We had twenty 
entries in the CSSRA Championships and 
ten in the finals, as well as another four 
crews very close to making the finals.  
Congratulations is extended to our six 
medal winning crews.  This year the Junior 
Womens’ Program walked away with three 
medals – a Gold medal in a hard fought 
battle from behind in the Jr 59kg 8+.  This 
was the very first St. Francis crew to ever 
win GOLD at the CSSRA Championships!  

Congratulations to the winning crew - 
Emily McIntosh, Alexa Plato, Sydney 
Masonovich, Alex Freitas, Kara Balsdon, 
Marissa Steinberg, Taylor Morris, 
Heather Mirynech and coxie, Alessandra 
Peters; coached by Kevin Koch.  Bronze 
medals were awarded to the Jr 59kg 4+ 
(Emily McIntosh, Marissa Steinberg, 
Taylor Morris, Heather Mirynech and 
coxie, Alessandra Peters) and to the Jr 
4+ (Val Burtnik, Rachel Schenck, Nancy 
Kessler, Alana Ferguson and coxie, Perri 
Champion).

The Senior Girls’ Program won Silver and a 
Bronze medal.  The 59kg 4+ showed their 
heart and soul, rowing to the Silver medal.  
Congratulations to Caroline Weller, Emily 
Cornelius, Maddie McGowan, Katie 
Nero and coxie, Carissa Richardson.  
The Senior 4+ rowed in a tough race and 
won the Bronze medal. Congratulations 
to Janine Payne, Sarah Slattery, Alicia 
Marconi, Kal Rozman and coxie, Sarah 
Kent.

The Junior Boys’ Program completed 
the medal haul with a strong finish 
earning a Bronze medal in the 72kg 4+.  
Congratulations to Alessandro Portanova, 
Reid Vassallo, Adam Vassallo, David 
Mirynech and coxie, Reilly Smith.  This 
same crew, later in the day, came 4th in the 
66kg 4+.

The Senior Boys’ did not win a medal this 
season at the CSSRA; however, their best 
result was a 4th place in the Men’s 4x.

We had twenty athletes who participated in 
the Stotesbury Cup Regatta in Philadelphia 
this year.  Four crews qualified to attend 
this large high school Regatta.  Our Senior 
Mens’ 4x lead the way winning a Bronze 
medal.  Congratulations to Tyler Reiter, 
Michael Ranaudo, Blake Sandham & 
Brian Schenck.  The Senior Mens’ 72kg, 
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who raced in the Jr 4+ category, placed 
5th from a field of 58 entries.  The Senior 
Womens’ 4+ placed 8th overall, out of 54 
entries, and the Senior Lightweight Womens’ 
4+ placed 8th overall, out of 51 entries.

Congratulations to our Recognition Day 
trophy winners for 2011:  Novice Boy – 
Adam Vassallo, Novice Girl – Meghan 
Borg, Junior Boy – David Mirynech, Junior 
Girl – Alana Ferguson, Senior Boy – Blake 
Sandham and Senior Girl – Sarah Kent.

Thank you to all of our volunteer coaches for 
their time, effort and commitment to making 
the Phoenix one of the most respected 
rowing programs in St. Catharines and 
beyond.  To the Heads of each crew, Tom 
Kent (Senior Girls), Greg Smith (Junior 
Girls), Jordan Burtnik (Junior Boys) and 
Bob Schenck (Senior Boys), we extend a 
most sincere thank you for your ongoing 
commitment to the Phoenix.  An extra-
special thanks is extended to Bob for his long 
time commitment to the St. Francis Rowing 
Program, for submitting our entries on time 
and for attending all the St. Catharines 
Rowing Club coaching meetings.  

Thanks also to the coaches who assist 
in each section –  Corey Brunton & Rob 
Walton (Senior Women), Adam Burtnik & 
Nolan Moffatt (Junior Boys), Thomas Morley, 
Kevin Koch, Mike Kessler, Bobby Fair, Rae 
Ceccatto & Alexsia Dekaneas (Junior Girls).

A huge round of applause and thanks goes 
out to our new Parent Committee – Mr. & 
Mrs. Delaney, Mrs. Todd, Mrs. Mirynech, 
Mrs. Steinberg, Mrs. Nero and Mr. Cornelius.  
This group of volunteers took on the two 
challenges that were presented to them – 
fundraising for equipment and organizing 
and run the school tent at the CSSRA 
Regatta and the Welland Regatta.  They did 
an outstanding job, raising over $5000 and in 
keeping the athletes and coaches hydrated 
and fed during these two regattas.  They 
have certainly set a high bar for next year!

Good luck to our graduates in your future 
rowing and life adventures.  Remember to 
always wear the Phoenix close to your heart.  
Your leadership has been second to none; 
be proud of your accomplishments!  Senior 
Girls, always remember - “Friends do not 
leave Friends in the Ditch” and Senior Boys 
– “Phoenix always rises up from the ashes”. 
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in March to explore the beautiful cities of 
Venice, Padova, Florence, Pisa, Assisi,  
Siena , Vinci and Rome.  They also earned 
a Grade 11 Art credit in the IDC  30 Course  
through Continuing Education.  We will 
be having a parent information meeting 
about the course for March 2012, on June 
16, 2011 at 6:00 p.m., so please listen to 
the announcements, or please call Mme. 
Mauro-Marshall at the school for details.  
We are now in the process of planning a 
cultural trip to Quebec City, Montreal, so 
please stay tuned for more details in the 
fall.  

Have a wonderful summer!  Bonnes 
vacances à tout le monde!  Buone vacanze 
a tutti!

FSF/International Language 
Department
Mme. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International Language Department 
had an extremely busy year.  Our second- 
language students are beginning to realize 
the importance of learning a second, and 
even a third, language.  Their experiences 
at the St. Lawrence Market and CityTV/
OMNI Television, as well as exploring the 
many multi-cultural areas of Toronto, served 
to reinforce how important it is to know and 
to use other languages in areas besides the 
classroom.  

St. Francis French/Italian/Spanish students 
participated in the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board's 12th Annual French/Italian/
Spanish Public Speaking Contest at Club 
Roma.  Our students were competing against 
students from all of the High Schools within 
our board.  Congratulations goes to all of 
the students who participated.
 
The Brock/Niagara French Contest was held 
in May at Brock University.  Our students 
practiced their French skills, in both oral and 
written communication, against students 
from other schools in the Niagara Region.  
Congratulations to all of our participants for 
being our French Language Ambassadors.  

Students were given another opportunity on 
May 29th to experience the importance of 
languages at the 12th Annual Brock Italian 
Day Competition.  St. Francis was once 
again very well represented.

FSF/International Languages are alive and 
thriving at St. Francis High School.  Our 
students, as well as other students within 
the Board, traveled to Italy for two weeks 

Special Education News 
Mrs. P. Casburn

It's hard to believe how quickly this year has 
flown by!  June was a whirlwind of activity 
with the Special Education Department 
busily transitioning new students to St. 
Francis for the 2011/12 school year.  There 
were many transition meetings, IPRC 
meetings, and transition visits for our new 
incoming Grade 9 students.  We were also 
busy hosting our own IPRC meetings for 
our students in Grades 9 though 12, while 
completing final drafts of our student's 
Individual Education Plans (IEPs).  Final 
copies of student's IEP's were sent home 
with the Final Report Card at the end of 
June. 

This year was another busy one for the 
Special Education Classroom at St. 
Francis!  Our class hosted its Annual 
Special Education Class Christmas Event 
in our gym, and it was another 

 Department News
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resounding success!  Favourite activities 
this year included a Martial Arts lesson and 
demonstration, a year-end barbeque, and 
a class trip to see the musical production, 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat in Niagara Falls, in June.  
Our students also had a wonderful time 
attending all of the Special Education 
Events hosted by the other Secondary 
Schools in the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board.

One of our Special Education Class 
students, Tomasz Chudyk, graduated 
from St. Francis in June, and is looking 
forward to employment opportunities in 
the world of work.  A Graduation Party 
was held in his honour on June 17th in the 
Special Education Classroom.  The party 
included a slide show, goodies and cake.  
Many of Tomasz’s former and current 
teachers dropped by to share in his 
exciting day.  We all hope that Tomasz 
will come back and visit us whenever he 
has the chance!  

Summer Surfing!

Looking for a few new sites to bring a 
little faith to your computer time?  Try one 
of these:

Sacred Space — A personal interactive 
prayer site from the Irish Jesuits:   
http://sacredspace.ie 

Busted Halo — Contemporary issues/
prayers/reflections — something for 
everyone!:  www.bustedhalo.com 

A Few Great Blogs:

Deacon’s Bench — Where a Roman 
Catholic Deacon Ponders the World:  
http://www.patheos.com/community/
deaconsbench

Whispers in the Loggia – Analysis 
and commentary on global Church 
happenings: 
http://whispersintheloggia.blogspot.com

Archbishop Timothy Dolan (New 
York City) – Vibrant comments and 
commentary: http://blog.archny.org

Catholic Periodicals:

The Prairie Messenger – This is 
actually the diocesan paper for the 
Diocese of Saskatchewan, so you will 
likely want to skip the local news links.  
They do, however, have wonderful 
coverage of Canadian and World 
Catholic News, and they also run “In 
Exile”, the column by Ron Rolheiser—
great stuff for personal faith enrichment.  
http://www.prairiemessenger.ca

National Catholic Reporter – The 
Catholic church today—news, blogs, 
columns: http://www.ncronline.org

Thank You to 
Ozzie Mucciarelli

AVONDALE STORES
282 Linwell Road, St. Catharines

 for his continued support through
Nevadaman ticket sales.
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
AUGUST

Tuesday, August 30
Grade 9 breakfast and orientation

SEPTEMBER
Thursday, September 1

Professional Activity Day (All Board)
Friday, September 2
Board Designated Holiday

Monday, September 5
LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY

Tuesday, September 6
First day of classes!

Thursday, September 8
Grade level assemblies

Tuesday, September 9
Spirit Wear Day

Tuesday, September 13
Grade 9 Retreat

Tuesday, September 14
Fundraiser Kickoff!

Thursday, September 15 - 
Saturday 17

SF-Phoenix Invitation Girls Basketball 
Tournament

Friday, September 16
Boys Football -- Hamilton

Tuesday, September 20
Photo Day

Wednesday, September 21 - 
Thursday 22
Grade 9 Retreat

Thursday, September 22
Grade 9 Curriculum Night

Friday, September 23
Casual Dress Day

Monday, September 26 - 
Friday 30
Spirit Week!

 

Monday, September 26 -  
Tuesday 27

Grade 9 Retreats
Fundraising Campaign ends on the 27th

Thursday, September 29
Student Council Dance
Opening School Mass

OCTOBER
Tuesday, October 4

Feast of St. Francis
Thursday, October 6

Pilgrimage Assembly
Early Warning and First Markbook Report

Friday, October 7
PD Day -- Secondary

Monday, October 10
Thanksgiving Holiday

Thursday, October 13
Parent-Student-Teacher Conference @ 

6:00 p.m.
Friday, October 14

Spirit Wear Day
Friday, October 21

Mini Pilgrimage Assembly, Period 1
Sunday, October 23

Pilgrimage!
Mission Sunday

Friday, October 28
Additional Monthly Markbook Report

Casual Dress Day
NOVEMBER

Monday, November 1
All Saints Day

Tuesday, November 1
All Saints Day

Holocaust Presentation -- Eva Olson
Wednesday, November 2

Grade 8 Orientation Day
Take Our Kids to Work Day -- Grade 9

All Souls Day
Grade 9 Reconcilliation


