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St. Francis Catholic Secondary School                   

         Niagara Catholic District School Board

Miss M. LaGrotteria, Principal
Mr. B. Atamanyk and Mr. M. Diamond, Vice Principals

541 Lake Street, St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4H7
(905)646-2002 Phone (905)646-1452 Fax

By Ms M LaGrotteria
The 2008 / 09 school year is drawing to a 
close and we thank God for all the blessings 
bestowed on us during the year.  A huge thank 
you is extended to the volunteers, parents, 
staff and students who make St. Francis such 
a remarkable school community.

Mr. Atamanyk, one of our current Vice 
Principals, will be leaving St. Francis in 
September to continue his extraordinary 
mentoring of students at Denis Morris Catholic 
Secondary School.  Words cannot express 
how much he will be missed at St. Francis!  
His passion for students and for Catholic 
Education is evident in all that he does.  St. 
Francis’ loss is defi nitely Denis Morris’ gain.  
We wish you every success, Mr. Atamanyk.

School Councils have contributed greatly 
to the success of St. Francis and I wish to 
extend to all the members, present and past, 
a heartfelt thank you for all their support, 
dedication and warmth.  These individuals 
have spent many hours enriching our school 
activities.  I would especially like to thank Mrs. 
Patty Rempel, our present School Council 
Chair, for her dedication and commitment to 
the St. Francis school community.

May each of you all enjoy a healthy and safe 
summer!

WELCOME TO ST. FRANCIS!
Mr. Ken Griepsma has been appointed 
the new Principal at St. Francis effective 
September 2009.  We are happy to welcome 
Mr. Griepsma back to the St. Francis Catholic 
Secondary School community; he was 
Program Chair of Business and Technology at 
St. Francis six years ago.  Mr. Griepsma left 
St. Francis to become Vice Principal and has 
served at both Notre Dame College Secondary 
School and Denis Morris Catholic Secondary

School.  St. Francis will no doubt continue to
thrive under Mr. Griepsma’s leadership.  

Mr. Antonio Soares has been appointed the 
incoming Vice Principal to St. Francis.  We will 
welcome him back as well.  He spent a few 
weeks with us as Vice principal in September 
2007.  For the last two years he has served as 
Vice Principal at Notre Dame College Secondary 
School.

Welcome Mr. Griepsma and Mr. Soares!

CONGRATULATIONS
KEVIN GRYP!

Kevin Gryp has demonstrated exceptional skills, 
at the national level, in Web Site Development.  
After having won the Provincial Gold medal in 
Web Design at RIM Park in Waterloo in early 
May, Kevin was given the opportunity to travel 
to Prince Edward Island to participate at the 
15th Annual Canadian Technological Skills 
Competition.  While there, he had two days 
to develop a new site for PEI Tourism which 
included HTML, CSS, PHP and common web 
design principles.  
Kevin was 
awarded the 
silver medal 
for his design 
making him the 
second best 
secondary school 
web designer 
in the country.  
Congratulations 
Kevin on your 
nationally 
recognized 
accomplishment! 
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ST. CATHARINES PUBLIC LIBRARY
2009 Summer Reading Clubs
Teens aged 12 to 18 are invited to join the Library's 
Teen Summer Reading Club - "Extreme Teen 
Read Revolution".  Read books, voice your opinion 
and win prizes!  Registration for "Extreme Read 
Revolution" begins on June 20th at all Library 
locations.  For further information you may contact 
Susan DiBattista at (905)688-6103, Ext. 252.

STAPLES RECYCLE FOR EDUCATION 
PROGRAM
This year over 1,100 schools signed up for the 
Recycle for Education Program and $400,000 
was raised through the recycling of ink and toner 
cartridges.  We encourage faculty, students and 
parents to contribute to the program by dropping off 
their used ink cartridges for recycling at any Staples 
store or in the drop box in the library at St. Francis.  
For the 2008 - 09 school year, St. Francis received 
a gift card in the amount of $334 from the funds 
raised.  Thanks to everyone for your continued 
support of this recylcing program.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS
By Mrs. M. Wall and Mrs. A. Scala
The 2008 / 2009 Student Council fi nished their 
year hosting a very successful Recognition Day 
fun fair and barbeque.  The day’s events included 
infl atables, monster basketball and a Velcro wall.    
Mr. DiPietro, Mr. Barber, and Mr. Bufalino served up 
a delicious hamburger lunch before the festivities 
got underway. 

One of the most popular activities was our third 
annual dodgeball tournament.  The intense 
competition kicked off in the gym with some very 
spirited teams, who even had team shirts and 
headbands!  In the end, team Google Us was 
victorious.  Next year, look for a rematch between 
the winning team and the Dog Pound!  

Student Council also received a grant from the 
government’s Speak Up Ontario Program to create 
some initiatives in the area of multiculturalism at St. 
Francis.  On May 29th we hosted a celebration, in 
the cafeteria, for our ESL students and exchange 
students from a variety of countries.  This event was 
a chance to celebrate the success of our students 
who have come from other countries.  They have 
faced many challenges adjusting to a new school, 
new friends and a new country!  In return, we had 
the chance to hear about their experiences in such 
countries as Thailand, Syria, Spain, and Mexico.  
We look forward to making this party an annual 
event at St. Francis!

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
By Mrs. P. Rempel
Another successful year has come and gone for 
the Catholic School Council at St. Francis Catholic 
Secondary School.  Council members have 
worked diligently to assist the school community in 
various activities including fundraising, nearly new 
uniform sale and graduation reception, to mention 
a few.  Thanks to all of you as these endeavors 
would not be possible without your dedication and 
commitment.

This year we received $700 for our PRO (Parents 
Reaching Out) Grant from the Ministry of Education.  
We accessed these funds to have Frank Miscione, 
a drug enforcement offi cer, present at St. Francis 
on Wednesday, March 4th.  His presentation was 
informative, interactive and engaging for all who 
attended.

Our next Nearly New Uniform Sale will be held 
on Thursday, June 25th from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  
Students who have outgrown their uniforms and 
graduates are reminded that we would appreciate 
the donation of your “used uniforms” at the end of 
the school year.  Please drop them off in the bins 
in the front foyer of the school.  Many thanks are 
extended to Roxanne Daoust, Sue Hendriks and 
our Special Education Department for mending and 
cleaning uniforms and for organizing this sale for 
our students.

School Council Nomination forms for the School 
Council election will be sent home with Report 
Cards the fi rst week of July; they are also available 
in the main offi ce at St. Francis.  All parents and 
guardians are invited to participate on School 
Council, so keep this in mind for the coming school 
year.

The fi rst School Council meeting for the next school 
year will be held on Thursday, October 1st at 6:00 
p.m. at St. Francis Catholic Secondary School.  We 
look forward to you joining us!

REGIONAL SCHOOL COUNCIL 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Vanessa Van Patten
Vanessa Van Patten was the keynote speaker at 
this year's Regional School Council gathering.  On 
her website, she has a wealth of useful information 
for parents: www.radicalparenting.com .

"An investment in knowledge 
always pays the best interest."

~Benjamin Franklin
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S DESK …
By Ms D. McCaffery
Some  wonderful highlights from the past few months:
• Easter Mass was celebrated by Father Peter 
on Wednesday, May 6th, as part of our Catholic 
Education Week celebrations.

Catholic Education Week May 3rd to 8th
Throughout our school community during this week 
our classes celebrated the affi rmation and the 
challenge of  Romans 10:15:  How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news!

Some highlights of the week:
• Monday, May 4th – Grade 7 Education Week Mass 
at St. Denis Church, celebrated by Msgr. Schaefer,  
with music ministry provided by St. Francis Choir
• Tuesday, May 5th - Chris Padgett, a well-received 
speaker on faith in today’s culture spoke to the St. 
Francis community, challenging us to live the gospel 
message.  
• Grade 10 Religion students went to associate 
schools to present Religion lessons focusing on 
Jesus’ parables and the theme.
• Morning prayer each day focused on a different 
aspect of the theme.

NCDSB Grad Celebration was held in Welland on 
May 14th.  Father Tony Ricard from New Orleans 
presented a lively and entertaining challenge to all; 
Never forget who you belong to and don’t be stupid!

Grad Retreat was held at Balls Falls on Wednesday, 
May 20th.  Through various group activities and 
a presentation by Neil MacCarthy, Director of 
Communications and Public Relations for the 
Archdiocese of Toronto, students had the opportunity 
to look back on their high school memories and look 
forward to their plans and dreams for the future.  
Some great social time with friends in the sunshine 
completed a great day.

Closing Mass with a focus on our grads was 
celebrated on Thursday, June 4th, by Father Peter 
at St. Alfred Church.  It was a special opportunity 
to pray together as a community for our grads, in 
thanksgiving for all they have given to our community 
and for all their future goals.  Our gathering concluded 
with special addresses to the grads by Mr. O’Leary 
and Mr. Lennox; some very helpful words of wisdom 
from two highly respected teachers.

And already we are moving into next year…  a very 
dedicated Pilgrimage Committee has already begun 
to meet (fuelled by the enthusiasm of Mrs. Drago and 
Mr. O’Leary)!

May God bless you with a happy, safe and restful 
summer!

Mrs. Wall and Mrs. Scala would also like to 
announce the members of next year's Student 
Council:

PRESIDENT
Bryne-Lee Sorley 

SR. VICE-PRESIDENT          
Hayley Gaudet

JR. VICE-PRESIDENT         
Cassandra DiFruscio

SECRETARY
Ariana Agnino

PUBLICITY COORDINATOR
Emily Lim

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
Ashley MacIntosh

TREASURER
Deanna Cappelli

CO-CURRICULAR LIASON
Emily Murphy

TECH  CO-ORDINATOR
Dan Szopinski

GR. 12 REPS                                  
Kendra Fillingham

Joel Phillip
GR. 11 REPS

Mercedes Boykin-Sabalones
Rory Vandenbrink
CHAPLAIN’S REP

Erica Agnino  

         STUDENT SENATE REPS
Kristen Daoust 

Kendra Fillingham
We welcome all our new members and look 
forward to an amazing year!
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Clubs & Activities
ART CLUB ALIVE AND WELL 2009!
By Ms T. Lambert & Miss S. Karolyi
Art Club members created the most wonderfully 
cute man-eating plant named Audrey II (“Twoey” 
for short) for our successful musical “Little Shop 
of Horrors”.  This labour intensive project required 
many hands to sew, stuff, and paint.  Audrey II 
was recognized by the “Cappies” in their award 
ceremony winning the award for “Best Props 
and Effects”. Come see our trophy in the front 
display case.   Special mention is extended to a 
few of our members for their daily dedication to 
“Twoey’s” completion - Kelly Johnson, Sarah Shaw 
and Carolyn Strum. The Club also designed and 
painted the set for this musical, creating a fl ower 
shop interior and exterior, and streetscape which 
consisted of a sidewalk and a massive brick building 
(f.y.i. - there were 1,546 bricks that needed to be 
painted…yes, we counted them!).  Special thanks 
to Jessica and Marissa Thomson for laying out the 
brick template and to Mike Del Priore who mastered 
the painted brick technique.  The Art Club would like 
to extend a very special thank you to Mrs. Shaw, 
Sarah’s mom, who created the props “Baby” Audrey 
II and Audrey II “The Child”. 

Running parallel to this, many Art Club members 
and our Grade Eleven Visual Art class fi nished the 
Four Seasons Mosaic located in our front foyer.  
This project was also labour intensive, requiring 
many hands and hours to complete.  The mosaic 
represents the four seasons of our school year; 
beginning with the end of summer, progressing 
through fall and winter, ending in spring.  Inspiration 
for this art piece came from the Spanish artist and 
architect Antoni Gaudi, famous for his mosaic work 
in Barcelona.

Furthermore, Art Club members enhanced their 
appreciation for creativity by travelling to Toronto 
to view the Graduate Exhibition at OCAD (Ontario 
College of Art and Design) and visiting the AGO 
(The Art Gallery of Ontario) admiring the newly 
renovated building and viewing an exhibit on 
Surrealism.

At the close of this 2009 year the Art club 
participated in the annual Young Artists Gallery 
held at the Catholic Education Center on June 4th.  
Last year Nicole Daoust won the honour of holding 
the prestigious award “Best in Show”.  This year 
congratulations are extended to our two Honorable 
Mention Award recipients:  Marcella Kotarska for her 
“Untitled” lino cut print, and Mike McGowan for  his 
“Bridge” photography collage. 

I would like to commend our Art Club members for 
their spirit and dedication accomplishing so much 
year after year! 

SCHOOL REACH
By Mrs. A. VanKralingen
Another exciting season has ended for Reach 
coached by Mrs. Cheng, Mr. Lennox, Mr. Santoro, 
and Mrs. Van Kralingen.  For those who do not 
know, Reach members compete in squads of four 
against the other Catholic schools, testing their 
knowledge of all kinds of trivia.  Reach players are 
divided into two age groups: Intermediates who are 
in Grade 9 and 10 and Seniors who are in Grade 
11 and 12.  The following students comprised our 
teams: 

SENIOR REACH TEAMS

Team 1  Team 2  
Andrew Mannaga, Taylor Berce, Captain
     Captain  Tyler Evans
Craig Hilimoniuk Bryan Levesque
Jacob Sitko  Alex Van Kralingen
Michael Dominick Dan Ferguson
Cody McGregor  
Dan Szopinski

INTERMEDIATE REACH TEAMS

Team 1  Team 2
Tanya Hendriks,  Jake Rigby, Captain
     Captain  Andre Riel
Alex Sowrey  Stephen Balanowski
Molly McDonald  Mark Van Kralingen
Philip Ross  Kevin Phillip
Jennifer Sattin 
Marcin Szopinski

The top four teams from the league were invited to 
compete in the Final Round Robin Tournament held 
at St. Francis on Thursday, April 2nd.  We had a 
very successful season, with the St. Francis Senior 
Team #2 and Intermediate Team #2  moving on to 
the fi nals.  After fi nishing in a three-way tie for fi rst 
place in the fi nals, the Senior Team ended up in 
second place overall based on total scores.  The 
Intermediate Team fi nished a respectable third.  
Congratulations to all the team members for a great 
season and we hope to see new and returning 
players next year!

Congratulations are also extended to Taylor Berce 
and Jake Rigby; both earned an “Outstanding 
Leadership” award for Reach at our Recognition 
Day assembly.
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Co-Curricular News
VARSITY BOYS BASEBALL
By Mr. S. Santoro
It was a great season for the St. Francis Boys 
Varsity Baseball team, even though they fell short in 
the season.  Despite the team's setbacks the boys 
put forth a solid effort and played with determination.  
Ryan Needham was chosen MVP for his great 
pitching and consistent effort.  Special thanks go 
to Mr. Iker and Mr. Sutherland for volunteering 
their time to coach the team.  Good luck to our six 
graduating team members as they move on to the 
next step in their very bright future. We look forward 
to next season and all the new faces.

LACROSSE
By Mr. D. Macoretta
Congratulations to the St. Francis Boys Lacrosse 
team, who in their fi rst season as a school sport 
had a tremendous debut with a remakable 5 - 1 
record in season play.  In the playoff semi fi nal, our 
phoenix defeated Eden to advance to the Zone 
Championship.  In the fi nal, our boys came up just 
short losing to West Park by a score of 9 - 6.  It 
was a very successful season for such a young 
team who demonstrated a hard work ethic and a 
competitive spirit.  The coaching staff diligently 
look forward to next season to repeat this year's 
success.  Team members include:

Players:
Doug Buchan #23

Ryley MacDonald #5
Jason Barron #6

Brock Gilmore #10
Kyle Felice #11

Charlie Sheehan #21
Keith Wedderspoon #3
Matthew Marchitelli #19

Quinn Mullen #17
Chris Kolar #13

Jimmy Sheehan #16
Jacob Dion #20

Corey Antongiovanni #8
Nicholas Conlon #2
Dakota Crisp #22
Patrick Dowd #7

Zachary Schipper #25
Liam Geddes #3

Matthew Terry #24
Andrew Primeau #9

Managers:  Alex Fillion, Christina Galante
& Jenny Parsons

Coach:  Mr. Macoretta

VARSITY GIRLS SOCCER
By Mrs. A. Lucchetta
The varsity girls soccer team lived up to their 
reputation from past years as a talented and 
hardworking squad.  The team completed another 
successful season remaining undefeated throughout 
the regular season, upsetting the fi rst ranked Eden 
in a shootout, and convincingly defeating Simcoe 
to become the Zone Champions.  Travelling to 
SOSSA, the girls defeated a tough St. Michael’s 
team to advance to the fi nals where they came 
up short losing to Hamilton Christian District 
High School in penalty shots.  The girls were 
plagued with injuries this season, but despite the 
misfortunes, they pulled together as a team and 
accomplished many great things.  Coaches Mrs. 
Lucchetta, Miss DiPietro and Miss DiCarlo are 
proud of the team for completing another successful 
season and look forward to continued success next 
year.

TRACK AND FIELD 2009
By Ms K. Markovich
The Track and Field team capped off another 
successful season recently.  At the Zone IV 
Championships several athletes including Carley 
Patterson, Mercedes Boykin, Devin Begin, Tyler 
Moss, Ibrahim Ahmed, David Donnelly, Sandro 
Sferrazza, Matt MacDonald, Mike Mackett, Ahmed 
Ahmed, Aaron Baird, and Chris O’Connor all placed 
in the top fi ve of their respective events qualifying 
for S.O.S.S.A.  At the S.O.S.S.A. Championships 
Tyler Moss placed 4th in the Junior Boys 200 m 
race, Ibrahim Ahmed placed 5th in the Junior boys 
3000 m race, and Matt MacDonald placed both 
1st in the 400 m Senior Boys race and 5th in the 
800 m Senior Boys 
race to qualify for 
O.F.S.A.A. Regionals.  
No athletes succeeded 
in advancing to 
the O.F.S.A.A. 
Championships held 
at the University 
of Toronto this 
year.  However, all 
coaches, Mr. Kanters, 
Ms Frendo and Ms 
Markovich, would like to 
congratulate the entire 
Track & Field team on a 
tremendous season. Mercedes

Boykin-Sabalones
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ROWING
By Mrs. K. Burtnik, Head Coach
Another fantastic rowing season has come to an 
end … seventy-three athletes, fi fteen coaches, and 
one million memories to carry into the summer to 
inspire us all to do it all over again next year!  

This year’s success, both on and off the water, 
would not have been possible without the leadership 
of Bob Schenck.  His organization kept all of us 
cooperatively in the know … thanks, Bob!  The 
culmination of our season was the tremendous 
weekend of the Canadian Secondary Schools 
Rowing Association Championships.  Every crew 
raced with pride and determination to be the best 
they have been.  That mission was accomplished 
by all!  Some took it a step beyond and were better 
than the rest as well.  Congratulations to the Junior 
and Senior men’s doubles for their gold medals, to 
the Junior 63 women’s 4 for their silver, Senior men 
72 single for the bronze as well as Junior women’s 
single for the bronze.  We were the most successful 
of all high schools who practice on the Martindale, 
placing ten boats in the fi nals and medaling in fi ve!  
This year we thank the Seniors for their dedication 
and exemplary role modeling for our Juniors.  You 
have given your time and energy to the Phoenix 
crew and have been an inspiration to us all.  To our 
grads: Katie Bruggeling, Adam Burtnik, Shannon 
David, Paul Dyck, Westley Gray, Kelly Johnson, 
Russell McKean, Marc McMenamin, Cherise Pantin, 
and Giuliano Portanova … Carry with you the spirit 
you have caught as you continue on in the great 
race of life – Engage!  Kick butt and always hurry 
back! 

Department 
News

SPECIAL EDUCATION
By Mrs. P. Casburn
As the 2008 - 09 school year draws to a close, we 
would like to thank our students and their parents 
and guardians for another successful school year.  
We have many wonderful memories of this school 
year and we are very proud of all of our students!

This year, we need to say goodbye to two very 
important individuals who have blessed St. 
Francis with their presence and contributions to 
the St. Francis community.  First, we need to say 
goodbye to Vincent Bell, a remarkable member of 
our Special Education Class, who will be missed 
greatly.  Vincent has made many friends at St. 
Francis over the years and his smile and laughter 
will not be forgotten.  We hope that Vincent will 
continue to visit us at St. Francis, even after his 
graduation this year!  We wish Vincent every 
success in his future endeavours, after he leaves 
St. Francis!

Finally, we need to say goodbye to Mr. Ernie 
Atalick, our Special Education Class Teacher over 
the last two years.  Mr. Atalick has been an asset 
to our Special Education Department and to the 
programming that has taken place for our Special 
Education Class students.  Mr. Atalick has been 
a strong advocate for all of his students and he 
has been instrumental in the success of our Peer 
Tutoring Program.  Mr. Atalick will be missed dearly 
at St. Francis; however, we all wish him well in his 
new position as a teacher in the Elementary panel 
of our school board.  Mr. Atalick’s new students will 
reap the benefi ts of his caring, compassionate and 
dedicated approach to teaching.  

The Special Education Department Teaching Staff 
for 2009-2010 will be as follows:

Patricia Casburn, Program Chair of Special 
Education and Educational Resource Teacher

Don McArthur, Educational Resource Teacher

Shauna Christian,  Special Education Class 
Teacher

As always, we encourage parents and guardians 
to contact any one of us in the new school year, if 
they have any questions or concerns about their 
child’s progress.  

Daniel Corso & Russell McKean
Photo taken by Stan Lapinski
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FSF / INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE
DEPARTMENT
By Mrs. M. Mauro-Marshall
The FSF / International Language Department 
have had an extremely busy year.  Our second 
language students are beginning to realize the 
importance of learning a second and even a third 
language.  Their experiences at CHIN Radio / 
Television as well as exploring the many multi-
cultural areas of Toronto served to reinforce how 
important it is to know and to use other languages in 
areas besides the classroom.  

St. Francis French / Italian / Spanish students 
participated in the Niagara Catholic District School 
Boards 10th Annual French / Italian / Spanish Public 
Speaking Contest.  This was held on March 27th, 
2009 at Club Roma.  Our students were competing 
against students from all of the high schools within 
our board.  Congratulations go to Rory Vandenbrink, 
André Riel, Elli Kubarakos, Kira Lohnes, Mark 
Dano, Hayley Gaudet, Jennifer Fish and Noah 
MacCallum.  A special congratulations is extended 
to Elli Kubarakos, Hayley Gaudet, and André Riel 
who each won in their specifi c categories.  Elli and 
Hayley both advanced to the Provincial Concours at 
Glendon College (York University) and once again 
special recognition to Elli who placed 2nd in her 
category, félicitations!  

The Brock / Niagara French Contest was held on 
May 6th, 2009 at Brock University.  Our students 
practiced their French skills, in both oral and written 
communication, against students from schools in 
the Niagara Region.  Congratulations to Jennifer 
Fish, Noah MacCallum, Mark Dano, Kira Lohnes, 
Hayley Gaudet, Michelle Colacarro, Brad DaCosta 
and Aaron Botelho for being our French language 
ambassadors.  

Students were given another opportunity on 
May 29th, 2009 to experience the importance of 
languages at the 10th Annual Brock Italian Day 
Competition.  St. Francis was once again very well 
represented.

FSF / International Languages are alive and thriving 
at St. Francis Catholic Secondary School.  Our 
students, as well as other students within the board, 
travelled to Italy for two weeks in March to explore 
the beautiful cities of Venice, Padova, Florence, 
Pisa, Assisi, Siena and Rome.  They also earned a 
Grade 11 Art credit in the IDC course, Continuing 
Education.  We will be having a parent information 
meeting about the course at the end of June so 
please listen to announcements or call the school 
(Mme. Mauro-Marshall) for details.  We are now in 
the process of planning a cultural trip to Quebec

City / Montreal so stay tuned for more details in the 
fall.  

Have a wonderful summer!  Bonnes vacances à tout 
le monde!  Buone vacanze a tutti!

MATHEMATICS
By Mrs. A. Van Kralingen
UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO MATH CONTEST 
AWARDS
Awards were presented for exceptional achievement 
in this year’s University of Waterloo Mathematics 
Contests.  The top scorer in each of Grades 9 to 
12 received a School Champion Medal and those 
scoring in the top twenty-fi ve percent in Canada 
received a Certifi cate of Distinction.  The top scorer 
in Grade 12 was also awarded an “Outstanding 
Achievement” plaque.  The following students were 
honoured at our Recognition Day assembly on 
Friday, June 4th:

Pascal, Grade 9
Medal    Certifi cate of Distinction 
Monika Palinakas Monika Palinkas
   Matthew Chaput

Cayley, Grade 10
Medal   Certifi cate of Distinction
Matthew Jessome Matthew Jessome
   Andre Riel
   Jake Rigby

Fermat, Grade 11 
Medal   Certifi cate of Distinction
Stephan Pisani  Stephen Pisani
   Joel Phillip

Euclid, Grade 12
Medal   Certifi cate of Distinction
Guliano Portanova Guliano Portanova  

Congratulations to these students and all those who 
participated in the contests and we look forward to 
next year’s challenge!

EQAO GRADE 9 MATHEMATICS ASSESSMENT
The spring EQAO math assessment took place on 
Monday, June 15th and Tuesday, June 16th.  The 
assessments from both January and June of this 
year will be marked by EQAO in the month of July.  
Parents can expect the results to be sent home 
sometime in the fall.
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CAPPIES
The Critics and Awards Program for 
High School Theater and Journalism
By Mrs. K. Phelan-Savage
Congratulations to the cast, crew, and band of Little 
Shop of Horrors for their excellent performances 
at the Cappies Gala on May 21st  and the Catholic 
Education Centre on June 16th!  St. Francis 
students participated in the very fi rst Niagara 
Cappies Gala, a celebration of Student Theatre 
in the Niagara Region.  We were honoured with 
fourteen Cappies nominations at the award 
ceremony and took home ten awards, including:

Best Props and Effects – The St. Francis Art Club
Best Orchestra – The St. Francis Band
Best Cameo Actor – Adam Burtnik
Best Male Vocalist – Joe Okon
Best Featured Actress – Elli Kubarakos
Best Featured Actor – Colin Donnelly
Best Lead Actress – Cassandra DiFruscio
Best Lead Actor – Paul Dyck
Best Song  "Mushnik and Son" – Andy Cameron & 
Paul Dyck and
Best Musical – Little Shop of Horrors

Fantastic work once again Phoenix!  Mrs. Phelan-
Savage and Mr. Chalmers would like to thank all of 
the students for their dedication and enthusiasm.  
A special thanks to those students who are 
graduating, our prayers and best wishes are with 
you as you begin this new journey!

DRAMATIC ARTS STUDENTS 
PARTICIPATE IN "ONE LIFE ...  
MANY GIFTS" PROGRAM
By Mrs. K. Phelan-Savage
Senior Drama students at St. Francis have 
been participating in the “One Life… Many 
Gifts“ Educational Program to create awareness 
about Organ and Tissue Donation so that those 
considering signing donor cards can make a more 
informed decision.  The program, introduced by 
Mrs. Serwatiak, carries with it a message of hope 
through the gift of life:

“The act of love which is expressed with the
gift of one’s vital organs is a genuine testimony

of charity that is able to look beyond death
so that life always wins.”

Pope Benedict XVI, November, 2008

The students have created an anthology of music, 
dance, choral speaking, monologues, and scenes 
about this important issue.  Ideas created for this 
anthology will be the  inspiration for next year’s 
school production, a student driven play that will 
incorporate original music and dance.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NOTES!
By Mr. F. Mancuso
The music department is currently winding down 
after a very busy year!!!

Many of our students were involved in the musical 
production, Little Shop of Horrors which won rave 
reviews from our audiences and the “Cappies” 
organization.  Our St. Francis band won “Best 
Orchestra” at the Gala Awards event held earlier in 
June.  

The St. Francis Choir has had many opportunities 
to Praise the Lord at various masses throughout 
the school year.  These hard working individuals 
continue to be an asset to our school community 
and our music department!  We are especially proud 
that we have incorporated a solid horn section into 
our House Band which accompanies our choir at 
Masses and other events!

Last, but certainly not least, our Guitar and 
Instrumental classes have been hard at work 
delving into new musical territory.  Our Grade 9 
Guitar students have learned the art of rhythm guitar 
and soloing by creating their own blues tunes.  Our 
Grade 10 Guitar students worked on a “School of 
Rock” project where they were required to create 
their own original piece of music in a group setting 
which made full use of their many talents.  The 
results were simply amazing!  Finally, our Senior  
Instrumental Music class has been studying the 
fi ne art of Jazz music and the history behind this 
often misunderstood musical form.  They recently 
performed at our school Recognition Day where 
they played Ray Charles’ popular jazz / blues 
fusion tune What’d I Say as well as Viva La Vida by 
Coldplay.

It has been a busy year for the Phoenix musicians!  
Mr. Mancuso and Mr. De Angelis would like to 
thank all students 
who took part 
in the various 
musical activities 
throughout 
the year.  Your 
hard work and 
dedication 
is greatly 
appreciated!  We 
look forward to 
more exciting 
endeavors in the 
Fall!
   

   Maximo  Juarez  
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ONE LIFE ... MANY GIFTS
By Mrs. P. Serwatiak
I have always treated life with respect and have valued my health.  In mid-May 2007, I became extremely ill 
and it was clear that something was very seriously wrong with my liver. By the end of May my family and I 
listened to the Doctor tell us that I was to be transferred to the University Hospital, in London Ontario to be 
evaluated for a liver transplant.  I was put in the care of a wonderfully professional, compassionate medical 
team and was monitored carefully.  By the end of June I was exhibiting signs of liver failure and early in July 
slipped into a liver coma.  My family was told that my only chance of survival was a liver transplant.  My 
condition continued to worsen to the point that I was given about 12 hours to live.  

Every 3 days in the Province of Ontario, someone dies waiting for an organ transplant.  At this very moment 
there are almost 1700 Ontario residents and almost 4000 Canadians, men, women and children, waiting for 
a life saving organ transplant.  That wait is often in vain.  I am one of the lucky ones.  I was given a second 
chance at life. Tragically, for this to have happened, someone lost his / her life. That person’s family, at a 
time of extreme, unbelievable grief had compassion and kindness and knew that they could save lives with 
the gift of their loved one’s organs.

Organ and tissue transplantation is a successful medical treatment.  A 90 per cent, or more, success rate is 
expected for most organ transplants. The general public has not been properly informed about the progress 
in the fi eld of organ and tissue transplantation and so today we have a situation where there is a life saving 
treatment that cannot be given to everyone who needs it because of a shortage of donated organs. The 
organ donation rate in Ontario is only 13 donors per million population.  This is half of what it could be.  In 
fact, Canada has the third lowest organ donation rate in the world.

To help bring awareness to this issue, a curriculum resource, One Life…Many Gifts has been designed 
to educate senior secondary school students about the vital importance of organ and tissue donation 
and transplantation. The project has been funded by the provincial Ministry of Education and the Ministry 
of Health and Long-Term Care.  It was developed by the Trillium Gift of Life Network, the Multi-Organ 
Transplant Program at London Health Sciences Centre and the Kidney Foundation.

One Life…Many Gifts increases knowledge and understanding about donation and the success of 
transplantation and dispels the myths that may prevent someone from considering organ and tissue 
donation.  It encourages family members to talk, to discuss this important topic and communicate their 
wishes to one another.  Students are educated; so are their parents, siblings and friends. This program 
provides students and teachers with a great opportunity to discuss a topic that has many ethical 
considerations. 

“Our stance is to inform and educate the students. We’re not trying to convince them they should be donors. 
We think that most people who take the time to learn about donation and transplantation will willingly 
come to the decision to be donors. And ethically, we want to present this fairly and let people decide for 
themselves,” said Frank Markel, CEO of Trillium Gift of Life Network.

 “The very worst possible time to have your very fi rst discussion about something like this is in the waiting 
room outside an intensive care unit, and this program aims to bring the discussion into the mainstream,” 
said Cate Abbott of the London Health Sciences Centre and a team member of this project.

One Life…Many Gifts has been approved by the Niagara Catholic District School Board for implementation 
in our secondary schools.  As a recipient of the Gift of Life and as an educator, I have a great responsibility 
to bring this life saving message to our community.  With the cooperation of the administration and the 
teachers at St. Francis, we will introduce this project to some of our senior classes. The students will be 
engaged in a number of activities that will help them better understand the issue. 

“Organ and tissue transplantation is one of the greatest undertakings of modern medicine.  This life saving, 
life enhancing surgery takes people who are close to death and restores them to good, normal life”, Dr. 
William Wall, Transplant Surgeon, London Health Sciences Centre.

If people understand this, they will be better able to look beyond the tragedy of death and allow life to win.  
Organ and tissue donation and transplantation saves lives. I am living proof.

To learn more about Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation visit the website: www.giftofl ife.on.ca .
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SEPTEMBER
Tuesday, September 1st 

Gr 9 Breakfast
9:00 to 11:00 am

Nearly New Uniform Sale
6:00 to 7:30 pm

Wedneday, September 2nd &
Thursday, September 3rd
Professional Activity Days

Friday, September 4th
Board Holiday

Monday, September 7th
Labour Day

Tuesday, September 8th 
First Day of Classes

Football Practice Begins

Tuesday, September 8th to
Friday, September 11th
Phys Ed Uniform Sale

Front foyer 7:45 to 8:15 am

Thursday, September 17th &
Friday, September18th

Phoenix Jr & Sr Girls Basketball Tournament

Thursday, September 17th
Sr Girls Buy-in (Period 6)

Friday, September 18th
Jr Girls Buy-in (Period 6)

Friday, September 25th
Early Warning Reports

OCTOBER
Thursday, October 8th

Markbook Student Reports

Friday, October 9th
Professional Activity Day

Monday, October 12th
Thanksgiving

Thursday, October 15th
Parent / Teacher / Student Conference

3:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 22nd to
Saturday, October 24th

When Faith Meets Pedagogy Youth Forum

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

Congratulations to those
students who had

PERFECT ATTENDANCE
2008 - 09

Sebastian Bustamonte
Ibrahim Ahmed
Kadar Ahmed

Jane Arlay
Stephen Balanowski

Kirstin Daoust
John Dorricott

Alex Janus
Matthew Jessome

Tim Lee
Emily Lim

Colin McCormick
Trisha Miciano

Joel Phillip
Andre Riel

Raoul Rugamba
Jacob Sitko

Taylor Wilson
Jason Yang

S.O.S.
SAVE OUR SUBSCRIPTIONS
This coming fall our school will be providing the 
opportunity to renew and / or purchase new 
magazine subscriptions through the QSP Family 
Reading Fundraising Program.  Please ignore any 
notices from the publishers asking you to renew 
now and instead, support our school’s fundraising 
efforts in the fall.  Please share this message with 
other family and friends who order through our 
program. As always, you will receive the best price 
while our school retains a substantial portion as 
profi t (approx. 40%).  

Thank you for your
continued support!

Congratulations 
        Graduates

         2009


