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p.m. dismissal.  From sports teams, to clubs, 
to after-school academic help sessions, the 
halls, gym, Library and grounds of St. Francis 
are a place of activity for and extended period 

all students to get involved with co-curricular 
programs to enhance their experience at St. 
Francis.

Please visit our school website (www.stfran-
cisphoenix.com) for information on up-coming 
events and reporting dates.  Through-out the 
semester students will bring home Markbook 
Reports from each of their teachers.  If at any 
time you would like to speak with any teacher 
regarding your child’s progress, please call 
them on their voice mail extensions.

Further, please continue to call in to report 
your child’s absence from school on a day-
by-day basis.  When leaving a voice message 
for the Attendance Secretary we would also 
ask that you provide a reason (e.g. medical 
appointment, illness, etc.). In the event that 

describe this in your message as the Niagara 
-

ation.

We are currently in the process of having stu-
dents choose courses for next year and hope 
to have this process completed by March 1st.   
Any student who have their courses submitted 
and activity fee paid by March 1st will be eli-
gible for one of two Best Buy gift cards valued 
at $50.00 each.
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Happy New Year everyone!  With God’s 
good grace and the support of all facets of 
the St. Francis Catholic Secondary School 
community, we are well-positioned for an-
other wonderful semester at our school.

The support of the community – stu-
dents, staff, parents, and all community 
stakeholders, St. Francis has once again 
proven itself to be a responsive and re-
sponsible school community.  From the 
amazing $45,000.00 raised for third world 
initiatives through the pilgrimage, to the 
annual Christmas Basket drive to support 
those less fortunate in our community, St. 
Francis has once again proven itself to be 
a beacon of Catholic and humanity social 
justice initiatives.

semester with staff, students, and parents 
focused on the ingredients that make St. 
Francis such a unique place: Catholic val-
ues, strong academics, competitive teams, 
active clubs, a common direction and a 
social conscience.

Our after-school P3 program offering ad-
ditional academic assistance for students 
continues to be a popular and worthwhile 
endeavour.  Our review sessions in prepa-
ration for EQAO assessments are her-
alded as among the “best practices” within 
our school system.

Speaking of after school hours, there is 
always something going on after the 2:20 
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Ashley Hannah Smith: Forever in our 
Hearts

It is with profound sadness that our Special Education 
Department mourns the loss of Ashley Smith, a joyful 

member of our Special Education Classroom.   
Ashley touched the lives of all of our students and staff.  

We will miss her infectious smiles and laughter.  
We will miss her beautiful eyes and her gentle ways.   
We will miss her lively responses to her boisterous 

classmates and the crowds in the hallways. 
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Girls Hockey
Ms. E. Druce, Mr. N. Preiner

The Varsity Girls Hockey Team got off to a good start this season. In the 28th Annual 
MacDonald’s Tournament in Niagara Falls, the girls advanced to the Championship game 
where they lost to AN Meyer 1 to 0.  This was the first opportunity to see the freshman 
crew here at St. Francis.  The grade 9 girls include Emily Mestek, Brianne Lemay, Alex 
Poirier, Sydney Bodfield, Kristen Balanowski, Claudia DiGiovanni, Ashley D’Elia, 
Emily Petro and Tiffany Stevenson. 

Our second tournament saw the girls play in the Blessed Trinity Invitational Tournament in 
Grimsby.  The competition was very challenging with some of the best girls hockey teams 
in Ontario competing.  Leading the way were our seniors Selena Aita, Kiersten Craig, 
Kelsey Fish, Taylor Morris and Alessandra Peters.

The regular season began with a tie to the Eden Flyers and a 1-0 victory over the Denis 
Morris Redmen.  Upon our return from Christmas holidays the team defeated St Paul, 
Lakeshore Catholic and Blessed Trinity. They were defeated by St. Michaels 2 to 1 with 
a record of 4 wins and one loss. The players who have shown a strong dedication to 
the team throughout the 2012/13 season are Sarah Galway, Shannon Galway, Leah 
Harman, Rachel Phillip, Alex Riganelli and Sara Tritchew.  The playoffs begin the week 
of February 18th and the girls hope to move onto the City Championship and possibly on 
to OFSAA.
 
Coaches: Miss E. Druce and Mr. N. Preiner are very pleased with the team’s progress so 
far this season and would like to extend a special thanks to the dedicated coaching of Carl 
Tritchew and Krista Wood, on and off the bench.  We look forward to the second half of the 
year.                                                                   

Co-curricular News
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Clubs & Activities
Cheerleading Team
Mme. Mauro-Marshall

We have a brand new team this year.  The 
members of this year’s team are: Abbey 
Morris (captain), Ariel Consonni, Gillian 
Demers, Kayla Fyfe, Selena Hagopian, 
Meaghan Kovacs, Krysten Roscoe, 
Alexandra Sanoubane, Moyo Soji, Kylee 
Robbins, Halie Wilcox, Sarah Shorey, 
Kristie Turner, Anggie Zapata.

During this past year the 
girls cheered for many 
of our junior and senior 
football games. The girls 
also represented St. Francis 
during the Christmas road show 
by visiting and performing at 
our various feeder schools.  
The cheerleading team ended 
off the year by performing at 
the Christmas Assembly and the 
Grade 8 Open House. 

The cheerleading team is sad to see three of 
our senior members leave us -- Kayla Fyfe,  
Meaghan Kovacs and Krysten Roscoe. 
We wish them the best of luck in their future 
endeavours.      

Mathletes
Mrs. Van Kralingen & Mrs. Cheng

Mathletes is a club involving teams of four 
players facing off against teams from other 
NCDSB high schools to answer questions 
correctly in the fastest time.   The questions 
are based on logic problems and all areas 
of Mathematics.  Teams must work together 
to solve the problems and calculators are 
not allowed.  Students get to choose their 
own team name.

This club has become quite popular and 
because of the large number of interested 
students, tryouts were held to determine 
which teams would represent our school at 
the first tournament. 

St. Francis then sent 7 teams to the first 
tournament in October at Holy Cross. Two 
Mathletes teams were able to advance 
to the finals held in our own cafeteria on 
December 12th with 16 teams in total from 
across the Board. Congratulations go out 
to team Minor Niners and team math.round 
who placed 3rd and 4th respectively, in the 
entire Board. Way to go Phoenix!!!

Congratulations to all the team members 
for a great season! 

Minor Niners  math.round                 <3                     Square Root of Awesome!
Madalyn Amorim  Ryan Phillip            Jeremy Espino       Laura Fillingham
Thomas Dedinsky  Christy Rohaly        Peter Malik          Sherry Said
Daniel Rhyee  Adam Vassallo        Ryan Pedro          Rowan Traynor
Shadi Sharifi            Reid Vassallo          Joe Song          Jessica Zugic

Math pirates          Bananas in pyjamas PC Rat Goofs
Nick Lorenzi              Anna Mazur                      Joel Chouinard
David Mirynech          Marvel Megaly            Zachary Matthews
Adam Rankin             Maryam Memon            Justin Sambajon
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 Department News
RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
J. Cukierski

First semester was very productive and 
fun in the Department of Religious Studies 
and Family Life.  The grade 9 students 
participated in the first ever Jesus Fair 
at St. Francis.  Mr. Macoretta’s, Mr. 
O’Leary’s and Mr. Cukierski’s grade 9 
religion classes produced 3-D models 
that depicted their faith journey, passions, 
as well as concepts and 
themes that they learned 
about throughout the 
semester.  Students from 
other classes toured the 
fair, which was held in the 
cafeteria, January 21st.  
This will be a tradition in the 
years to come at St. Francis 
as it better allows students 
to reflect on and personalize 
their faith journey in a way 
that is not simply tied to a test, exam or 
assignment.

The grade 9 religion classes as well as the 
HRE 4M religion class also had the benefit 
of hearing a speaker from the Project 
Keepsake group.  Ms. Chris Pegato spoke 
to the four classes on January 14th.  The 
focus of her talk and specifically Project 
Keepsake is to encourage students 
to live a chaste lifestyle until they are 
called to marriage.  It is the plan of the 
department to have this project become 
a staple of many of our religion classes in 
the semesters to come.

"
The grade 9 students 
participated in the 
first ever Jesus Fair 
at St. Francis.

"

On January 11th the grade 11 World 
Religion students went on their semester 
field trip to the various religious sites in 
the Niagara region.  Always a highlight 
of the semester the students were able 
to gain more of a first-hand knowledge 
and insight into the places of worship of 
faith traditions different from their own.  
This trip, as always, corresponds with 
the focus of the course which is for all 
people of all faiths to be able to coexist. 
 
In addition to the world religions trip, Mrs. 

Lucchetta’s HRT 3M class 
put on a Jewish feast in 
October.  The various 
groups in her class 
put on mini seminars 
pertaining to various 
Jewish celebrations, 
including Passover, 
Hanukkah, Shabbat and 
bar/bat mitzvahs.  As the 
students planned and 
executed their seminars 

they learned a great deal about Judaism 
and were able to communicate that to 
their invited guests.  Mazel tov! 

Lastly, in December, the HRE 4M class 
and some students from the HRE 4O 
class attended a theatrical production 
of It’s a Wonderful Life at the Seneca 
Queen theatre in Niagara Falls.  Given 
the season and the theme of the HRE 
4M course, In Search of the Good, the 
production was a perfect fit.  The play 
was preceded by a cultural brunch at 
Paris Crepes Café.  All had a really good 
time!
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FSF/International Languages Department
Mme. Mauro-Marshall

The FSF/International Languages Department has been quite active and on the go.  The 
Language FSF/ITAL classes had the opportunity to visit CHIN radio and TV as well as 
explore the ethnic areas of Toronto such as the famous St. Lawrence Market.  The students 
quickly realized that a second, third and even a fourth language are important, and are alive 
and flourishing in Toronto and in areas very close to home. 

The language students also experienced a private viewing of Victor Hugo’s classic 
masterpiece Les Miserables, at the Empire Theatres at the Pen Centre. The novel, which 
was read by the FSF 3U class, literally came to life for them.

The students in second semester will also be travelling to Toronto to visit the St. Lawrence 
Market and have a tour of the CITY TV/OMINI  television station.  They will also be experiencing 
a performance by Faustworks Maskworks, which will be performed in French.

The  Annual French/Italian/Spanish Public Speaking Contest is scheduled for March 26th at 
Club Roma.  Students will be able to present their speeches in any of the three languages 
in front of impartial judges. The French winners will then proceed to Glendon College in 
Toronto to present their speeches at the provincial level.

The Brock Niagara French contest will provide yet another opportunity for our students 
to use their French. The contest, which will take place in May, will provide students an 
opportunity to use their written, oral and communication skills, as well to 
meet students from different Niagara area schools.

The IDC 30 Italy travel and credit course in gearing up for their 2-week 
excursion to Italy in March.  The students are very excited to participate 
in this amazing opportunity to visit Italy and to earn a credit.  Stay tuned 
for information about registration for next years course.

The language and music students will also be travelling to New York City in May.  They will 
experience the culture, art, history and everything that New York City has to offer.

Always remember learning languages opens the door to an infinite number of 
opportunities! 
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Thank You to
Ozzie Mucciarelli

AVONDALE STORES
282 Linwell Road,

St. Catharines
for his continued support through 

Nevadaman ticket sales

Music Department
Mr. F. Mancuso & Mr. S. DeAngelis

The Music Department at St. Francis has 
a busy and eventful first semester.  Our 
students have participated in numerous 
events throughout the beginning of the 
year culminating in our Annual Christmas 
Roadshow in December.

This year we had a record 70 students 
participate in our Christmas Roadshow 
where we visited all our feeder schools 
including St. James, St. Denis, Mother 
Theresa, St. Ann and Michael J. Brennan.  
Our students love the opportunity to perform 
outside in the school community and our 
feeder schools enjoy the chance to listen to 
our musical performances each year.  Our 
students performed a variety of music from 
contemporary including Call Me Maybe and 
Fallout, to classic songs such as The Letter 
and Soul Man.
  
Our Roadshow performances culminated 
with our Annual Christmas Concert which 
showcased our students yet again, to 
the student and parent community at St. 
Francis.  Mr. Mancuso and Mr. De Angelis 
are proud of the dedication, passion and 
professionalism our students demonstrated 
during our many performances.  

We look forward to many other 
performances throughout semester 2 
including:
• A performance for the Niagara 
Nutrition Partners Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinner on March 6th 
 
• The Grade 7 Faith Festival on 
May 1st and 2nd 

• A performance at the M&M Meat 
Shops fundraising day in May

• The Sidewalk Chalk Festival @ 
St. Francis on May 23rd 

• Our School Graduation Retreat 
and Youth Artists Gallery Performances 
in June

As you can see, music is alive and well 
at St. Francis.  Encourage your son or 
daughter to get involved in one of our 
many extra curricular events including 
House Band, Choir and Jazz/Funk Band.
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ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL GRADUATION     
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2013 AT 6:00 P.M. AT NIAGARA COLLEGE, NOTL

Keep this sheet in a handy place for reference to important dates!

Graduation is the culmination of a student’s high school years and should be a happy and memorable event.  We are anxious to provide 
a program that our graduates will always remember and have arranged the following activities:
(**Please note that these are the only school sponsored graduation activities.  ANY OTHER EVENTS ARE NOT SUPPORTED BY 
ST. FRANCIS Catholic S.S. AND WILL NOT BE CHAPERONED BY SCHOOL STAFF.**)
     
REQUIREMENTS:
In order to participate in Graduation, each student must successfully complete 40 hours of community service by May 
11, 2013 and attain 30 credits (including Religion) by Friday, June 21, 2013.  Failure to satisfy these requirements will 
exclude the student from the Graduation exercises. 

GRADUATION RETREATS:
Each student will be expected to participate in a one-day school retreat on May 14 and The Board Grad Celebration 
which is tentatively scheduled for May 16.

GRADUATION REHEARSAL:  
Rehearsal for the graduation exercise to take place at Niagara College has been scheduled for WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
26, 2013 AT 9:00 A.M.  ATTENDANCE AT REHEARSAL IS MANDATORY. 

GRADUATION EXERCISES:  
The Graduation exercises will be held at Niagara College, NOTL campus on Wednesday, JUNE 26TH AT 6:00 P.M.  
All graduates must be at Niagara College by 5:00 p.m. sharp. Each graduate will receive five guest invitations to the 
Graduation Exercises.  

GOWN PICK UP:  
Gowns will be picked up during exams at the school (date will be announced).  They may need to be ironed. Cap and 
gown will belong to the student after the ceremony.

PICTURES:  
Each grad will receive 1- 11x14 class composite in a vinyl grad folder, 1- 5x7 diploma photo taken at graduation and 
1- 5x7 prom photo taken at the dinner.

GRADUATION DRESS FOR FORMAL EXERCISES:  
Both male and female graduates will wear their academic cap and gown.  
In order to participate in the graduation ceremonies, the dress code is as follows:
Males: A shirt, tie, dress pants, socks and dress shoes.  Recommended black socks/shoes.
Females: A dress, skirt/blouse or long dress pants and dress shoes.

GRADUATION PROM DINNER AND DANCE:       
The graduation dinner and dance will be held on Thursday, June 27th at John Michael’s Banquet Facility.  Photos 
will be taken between 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. followed by dancing until 10:00 p.m.   
All graduates are responsible for acquiring their own appropriate attire for the graduation prom.  This attire is not 
included in the graduation fee. 
It will be necessary for non-graduates accompanying graduates to pay a $50.00 fee by May 24, 2013.
A Graduation Dinner contract must be completed and submitted by all students and guests attending the dinner.

Students are not permitted to leave the hall during the evening.  Students found to be under the influence of 
alcohol/drugs will be removed from the hall and a call to the parent will be made to pick up the student.

FEES:  
Graduates must pay a fee of $170.00 which is due March 28, 2013. These payments cover the academic gowns and 
caps, invitations, certificates, programs, pictures, graduation prom and dinner, and the grad retreat.  Please pay Mrs. 
Dionne-Taylor in Student Services as soon as possible.  The Graduation Dinner contract must accompany your payment.
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FEBRUARY
Friday, February 1

PA Day

Monday, February 4
Exam Review Day

Second Semester Starts -- Special Schedule

Thursday, February 7
Grade Level Assemblies
Mathletes Tournament

Friday, February 8
Spirit Wear Day

All Catholic B-Ball Tournament

Tuesday, February 12
Canadian Blood Services -- Tammy Taxi

Wednesday, February 13
Ash Wednesday Service

Lent Begins

Thursday, February 14
Final Semester 1 Reports Sent home

Mathletes Tournament
Masque Est Le Message in Cafeteria

Friday, February 15
PA Day

Monday, February 18
Family Day Holiday

Thursday, February 21
Grade 9, and 11 Math Contests

Friday, February 22
Casual Dress Day

Tuesday, February 26 - Friday, March 1
Lent Reconciliation

MARCH
Thursday, March 7

Markbook Report -- Early Warning

Friday, March 8
Spirit Wear Day

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
Monday, March 11 - Friday, March 15

March Break!

Wednesday, March 20
Mathletes Tournament

Thursday, March 21
Parent-Student Teacher Conference

Friday, March 22
Casual Dress Day

APRIL
Monday, March 25 - Friday, March 29

Holy Week
      

Friday, March 29
Good Friday

Sunday, March 31
Easter Sunday

      Monday, April 1
        Easter Monday

Thursday, April 4
Saint Francis Easter Mass

Thursday, April 11
Provincial Literacy Test (OSSLT)

Friday, April 12
Spirit Wear Day

Sunday, April 14 - Friday, April 19
School Musical -- Some Like It Hot

Wednesday, April 17
Grade 12 Math Contest

Thursday, April 18
Mid-Term Report Cards

Tuesday, April 23
Organ Donation Assembly

Thursday, April 25
Grade 7 and 8 Dance

Boys Soccer Tournament

Friday, April 26
Casual Dress Day

Boys Soccer Tournament


