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St. Francis Catholic Secondary School                   

                             Niagara Catholic District School Board

Mr. K. Griepsma, Principal
Mr. T. Marshall and Mr. A. Soares, Vice Principals

541 Lake Street, St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4H7
(905)646-2002 Phone (905)646-1452 Fax

Well, semester one is, as    
they say, “In the books.”  We    
are now squarely focused 
on second semester.  With 
the support of our St. 
Francis  Catholic School 

community we are confident that another 
wonderful semester is about to unfold.

From sports teams, to clubs, to after-
school academic help sessions, the 
halls, gym, Library Information Centre 
and grounds of St. Francis are a place 
of activity for an extended period of 
time after classes.  We encourage 
all students to get involved with Co-
curricular Programs to enhance their 
experiences at St. Francis.

Please visit www.stfrancisphoenix.com to 
view our newsletter and for information 
on upcoming events and reporting dates.  
Students will bring home Markbook 
Reports periodically throughout the 
semester.  If at any time you would like 
to speak with any teacher regarding your 
child’s progress, please call them on their 
voicemail extensions.

We welcome back Mrs. S. Labrovic, who
will return to St. Francis this semester, from 
a maternity leave, and thank Mr. S. Santoro
who filled in admirably.  We wish him all 
the best as he moves forward and we 
hope to see him back at St. Francis one 
day. 

Also, we would like to remind all parents 
who drop off and/or pick up their child from 
school that, for safety reasons, our buses 
have the right of way.  We suggest that 
you drop off your child prior to 7:30 a.m. 
and pick them up at 2:30 p.m., or later, in 
an effort to avoid conflict with the buses.  
Please consider picking up or dropping off 
on the sidewalk side of Crescentwood Dr., 
just north of the school.

Please continue to call in to report 
your child’s absences from school.  
When leaving a voice message for the 
Attendance Secretary, please provide 
a reason (e.g. medical appointment, 
illness, etc). In the event that the illness 
is of a “flu-like” nature, please describe 
this in your message as we monitor this 
information.

Within the next few weeks, we will 
begin the process of preparing for 
next year.  Please pay close attention 
to the timelines for the submission of 
Intention Sheets.

Thank you to parents, students, staff and 
community members who answered the 
call and provided Christmas Baskets that 
were especially plentiful this year. Your 
unwavering support and involvement 
within the St. Francis Catholic Secondary 
School community is to be commended 
and is always appreciated!



 Make Me An Instrument Of Your Peace

S

T

F

R

A

N

C

I

S

From the Chaplain’s Desk…
Ms D. McCaffery, Chaplain

November and December were busy, faith-
filled days at St. Francis. 
 
• Grade 10 Retreats were held at the 
Grantham Lions Club, focusing on social 
justice themes. 
•  Reconciliation was celebrated with 
Grade 9 and 10 students.  Our thanks to Fr. 
Peter Walton, Msgr. Clutterbuck, Fr. Oliver, 
Fr. Jean-Pierre, Fr. Michael Basque and Fr. 
Edgar for celebrating with us. 
•  Over 35 Christmas Baskets were 
prepared for families in our community 
and food donations were made to St. 
Vincent dePaul. Sincere thanks to all who 
so generously helped to provide a better 
Christmas for others!  Many thanks to our 
volunteer drivers and to the many students 
who helped with delivery and last-minute 
packing!  

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
Mrs. P. Rempel
School Council Chair

The Annual Poinsettia Sale was, once 
again, a success.  The proceeds benefit 
many of our teams and clubs.  Thank you 
for supporting this effort.  Special thanks to 
Alison Wittig and Mary Jo Au for working 
behind the scenes to make it a success.  

On the evening of January 20th St. Francis 
hosted its Annual Grade 8 Open House 
with the traditional “Spirit of the Phoenix”.  
The evening was well attended by parents 
and future students.

The “Nearly New Uniform Sale” will take 
place in late June.  Please donate any 
unwanted, gently used uniforms for re-sale 
to the main office at any time.

•   Advent Prayer Services were held with 
each class in the chapel.
•   We welcomed Grade 8 students from 
our feeder schools who joined with our 
Grade 9 students for an Advent Mass on 
December 8. 
•   Fr. Peter Walton celebrated our Advent 
Mass with us on December 8, reminding us 
all of the true meaning of Christmas.

And in the days to come…
•   February 16– Development & Peace 
Workshop will be held at Holy Rosary Hall 
in Thorold.  Eight students will represent St. 
Francis and bring information back to the 
school community.
•   Ash Wednesday Liturgy, with distribu-
tion of ashes, will take place on March 9.
•   Grade 11 Retreats will be held in late 
February.
•   Reconciliation will be celebrated with 
Grade 11 and 12 students April 6-8.
•   Grad Retreat will be held on Wednesday, 
May 11 at Balls Falls with special guest 
speaker, Andy Thibodeau.

May this new year be a time for welcoming 
God’s graces and gifts, a time for forgiving 
freely and unconditionally and a time for 
growing in virtue and goodness.  God bless 
you all!

COMING SOON!!
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Clubs & Activities
Art Club -- Alive and Well!
Ms T. Lambert

Art Club members are currently working 
on creating the set for this year's musical 
“Bye, Bye Birdie”.  Piet Mondrian is our 
inspiration for the design of our set. We 
plan on using a series of silhouettes to 
enhance scene changes. This labour 
intensive project requires many hands and 
many hours to design and paint. 

Running parallel to this, Art Club members 
are working on creating a Marc Chagall 
inspired banner for Catholic Education 
Week.  Each NCDSB high school has been 
given a virtue to illustrate.  St Francis’ virtue 
is HOPE. This art piece has a stained glass 
feel incorporating symbols of hope against 
a yellow, monochromatic background.

In addition, the Art Club is working on a 
Personal Symbolic Timeline art piece 
that will reflect the unified image of our 
community while celebrating each artists' 
individuality and talent.  We are hoping 
to solicit contributions from a variety of 
individuals within our school community, 
including teachers and non-art students.  
This woven wall hanging masterpiece will 
be on permanent display in our school 
Library Information Centre.

The Club is also working to complete an 
underwater mural for the sensory room at 
St. James Catholic Elementary School.  
Many thanks to Kayla Dardarian for her 
many hours of work on this project!

Art Club members appreciation for 
creativity was enhanced by a trip to Toronto 
to visit the ROM (Royal Ontario Museum). 
The newly renovated building, art work

displays, and “The Chinese Emperor and 
the Terra Cotta Warriors” exhibit, were 
greatly admired.

At the close of the 2009-2010 year, the Art 
Club participated in the Annual Youth Artist 
Gallery held at the Catholic Education 
Center.  Vanessa Zeoli won the prestigious 
“Best Drawing” award.  Check out her 
photo on our Wall of Fame outside the art 
room door in the art wing.  I would like to 
commend our Art Club members for their 
spirit and dedication, accomplishing so 
much year after year! 

APRIL DATES 
SOON TO 

BE 
ANNOUNCED!
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Sounds of the Caribbean
Mr. F. Mancuso and Mr. S. De Angelis 

Aloha from the music department!
Christmas has come and gone with great success!

Our music department packed up the truck, rented our gig bus and went on tour to our 
feeder schools for our annual Christmas Roadshow performances.  This year we featured 
songs that involved steel pans, a ukulele and an ocarina.  We opened to rave reviews and 
our students had a great time performing for our feeder school communities.

We topped off the month with our annual concert which was themed “Christmas in July”.  Our 
students grabbed their summer wear and jammed the night away.  We are so proud of our 
committed students who learned the music and gave much of their time for rehearsals and 
performances.  Donations of money and non-perishable goods benefitted Project Share.  

Members of our choir were also involved in providing entertainment for the Niagara Regional 
Police United Way fundraiser kickoff breakfast on December 2.  Students sang traditional 
Christmas carols as well as some of our own repertoire, for over two hours.  The students 
were treated to a breakfast, gifts and a picture with Santa!

Now that the semester is drawing to a close, our classes are starting to prepare for their 
performance and theory exams.    

The department is looking forward to our production of Bye Bye Birdie in April.  Our musicians 
are already working on the music and are excited to show off their talents.  Also, we have 
plans to run our annual Rock 'N Roll Hall of Fame trip, sometime in May.  Stay tuned for 
details.

As always, music remains an important part of our school community.  We are proud of our 
students achievements and we extend an invitation to all who wish to join our house band, 
jazz band and choir.  Please contact us for information.
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Co-curricular News
Girls Hockey Team
Ms J. Frendo, Mr. N. Preiner and 
Ms S. Weigert

The St. Francis Girls Hockey Team are off 
to a good start this year with three wins 
and one loss in the regular season, and 
one tournament win at the McDonald’s 
Tournament on November 18. The girls 
also played a strong tournament held at the 
Peach King Arena on December 1 and 2. 

This year our team includes Captain, Emily 
Cornelius and Assistant Captains, Sydnie 
Fiocca and Jessica Walsh. All three girls 
play offense. The rest of our offensive team 
includes Kelsey Fish, Erin Brown, Cailee 
McDougall, Trish Jolicoeur, and Alessandra 
Peters. We also welcome new rookies to the 
team, Sarah and Shannon Galway. 

Our defensive line includes Marissa 
Steinbergs, Taylor Newhouse, Taylor Morris 
and Keirsten Craig.  And finally, our team 
would not be complete without our one and 
only goalie, Selena Aita. 

All the girls have proven to be very strong 
players and we hope to see a great amount 
of success as we head towards the playoffs 
starting at the beginning of February.   We 
still have four games left to play in the regular 
season and we hope to see many Phoenix 
supporters cheering us on! 

We also hope to do well in our last tournament 
of the season to be played during the second 
week of February in Toronto. 

The girls have been a pleasure to coach and 
manage and we look forward to a successful 
end of this season.

Senior Boys  Basketball
Mr. P. Sullivan
 
The Senior Boys Basketball Team has been 
off to a very busy start. Congratulations to the 
team for winning the Mike Sullivan Memorial 
Tournament in an extremely exciting game 
in our own gym. The team has had plenty 
of victories and some hard fought losses 
against some provincially ranked teams. 
 
Over the Christmas Holidays, the team 
travelled to Meadville Pennsylvania to 
participate in the Meadville Sertoma Holiday 
Basketball Tournament. The team defeated 
two strong American teams to capture the 
championship. Special congratulations to 
Josh Rempel who received a special award 
recognizing his commitment to academics, 
athletics, and the arts.

The team is also preparing for the prestigious 
Silver Fox Tournament in Hamilton, held in 
January. They will also attempt to qualify for 
the All Ontario Catholic Classic Tournament, 
to be held in early February. 
 
We will welcome back Mitch Plata who 
unfortunately suffered a thumb injury and 
has yet to play.
 
The Phoenix are currently undefeated in 
league play and are working together to 
improve as we attempt to win the Zone 4 
Championship and advance to the SOSSA 
playoffs.
 

     GO PHOENIX!
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Senior Football  --                                  
A Memorable Season
Mr. J. Cucierski

For the first time in years, St. Francis ran separate Junior and Senior Boys Football 
Programs.  Predicted to finish second-last out of 10 teams, the Senior Boys Football Team 
finished in second place with an impressive 5-1 record.  Despite a three week hiatus the 
Phoenix won a convincing semi-final play off game against Eden by the score of 21-3.  
This win resulted in a meeting at Holy Cross on a crisp November 25th afternoon.  Holy 
Cross was the decisive favorite, however the Phoenix battled tooth and nail.  Down 17-14 
the team's final drive ran short of time and, consequently, Holy Cross won the game by the 
preceding score.  

Coaches Mr. Barber and Mr. Jones would like to thank all of the players for their hard work 
and dedication this season.  They were an inspiring group of young men who played at 
the top of their game and left everything out on the field.  Special mention goes out to all 
the graduates on the team for their years of commitment to, and love for, the team.  The 
coaches are encouraging all current and prospective players to work out after school in the 
weight room so the Phoenix can achieve the same success for next season. 

GO PHOENIX!

Swim Team
Ms F. Latcham and Ms D. Scull

After an exciting day at Brock University for the Zone Championships, three St. Francis 
swimmers qualified for SOSSA.  The coaches are very proud of Alex Evans, Vanessa 
Gittings and Mike Kruek who will continue to practice while they set their sights on OFSAA, 
held March 1 and 2 at the Etobicoke Olympium.  

Swimmers who didn't qualify for SOSSA are still welcome to come and practice for fun and 
fitness.  

COMING IN 
APRIL!!
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 Department News
FSF/International Languages 
Mme. M. Mauro-Marshall

Why study languages? This is the question 
that our French and Italian students are 
beginning to understand.  The French and 
Italian classes travelled to Toronto to visit the 
St. Lawrence Market where they experienced 
an incredible multicultural morning. They 
were able to interact, converse and of course 
taste the many flavours of this multicultural 
market.  They realized that our world is 
definitely becoming quite small and the ability 
to communicate in as many languages as 
possible is a valuable asset to have.  The 
students also enjoyed a tour of the City TV/
OMNI Television Studio, where they again 
were exposed to the very multi-cultural and 
multi-lingual environment which exists in the 
middle of a modern day Canadian city such 
as Toronto.  Our Language Department 
will be offering this excursion again to our 
students in the second semester.

The French, Italian, Music, History and 
Drama students will also be treated to a very 
interesting performance by Mike Ford, a 
French Canadian musician who incorporates 
French music and history into his interactive 
performances.

The FSF/International Language Department 
is focused on instilling the importance of 
learning as many languages as possible, and 
the advantages this knowledge will have in 
the present and in the future.  Communication 
and languages are our future!

English Department
Mrs. D. Rozman

This semester the Grade 9 and 11 classes 
travelled to Toronto to see the Classical 
Theatre productions of Romeo and Juliet 
and Hamlet respectively.  The plays, 
and the conduct of our students were 
exceptional.  We are planning more trips 
second semester to see Macbeth and a 
new production of Hamlet.  

Literacy preparation for Grade 10 students 
took place in November and December.  
All Grade 10 students and those eligible 
to write the test have written two practice 
booklets.  These booklets were then marked 
by classroom teachers and members of the 
Literacy Committee.  Tests will be returned 
to first semester English students during 
the January EQAO/Literacy Prep session.  
At this time, first semester students will 
have the opportunity to carefully review 
their tests with their classroom teacher and 
work on areas of concern.  

Students who have English second 
semester will receive their booklets during 
the first week of semester two. At this 
time, the classroom teacher will review the 
booklets and give them specific instruction 
on areas where improvement is needed. 

Parents are encouraged to speak with 
their children to discuss the booklets and 
the upcoming test.  The Literacy Test will 
be written on Thursday March 31, 2011.  
Parents are asked to clear their child’s 
schedule for this day. 
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Thank You
to 

Ozzie Mucciarelli
AVONDALE STORES

282 Linwell Road,
St. Catharines

 for his continued support through
Nevadaman ticket sales.

Library Information Centre
Ms F. Latcham

To the nonfiction collection, the following important resources have been added:

Literary Newsmakers
Beachman's Encyclopedia of Popular Fiction
Climate Change in Canada
Kick the Fossil Fuel Habit
How Parliament Works
No-Nonsense Guides To: Conflict and Peace -- Fair Trade -- Global Terrorism -- Human 
Rights -- International Migration -- United Nations and World Poverty

To the fiction collection, some novels that have been purchased are:

Wave -- Eric Walters
Fear -- R.L. Stine
Hush Hush -- Becca Fitzpatrick
Pop -- Gordon Korman
Camp X -- Eric Walters
Glee: The Beginning
Runner -- Peter McPhee

The Library Resource Centre also now has its own web page, accessible from home:  
http://destiny.ncdsb.com  Simply click the link for St. Francis.  Also on that page is a 
clickable widget to access galegroup:
http://infotrac.galegroup.com  
Username and password reminder: stfran all lowercase, no punctuation, see page 39 of 
the student agenda if further details are needed.  
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Opportunities for Parents to Save for their Child’s Post-Secondary Education or 
Training 

The Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP) is a special savings account that can help 
parents, family or friends start saving now for a child’s education after secondary school.  
When an RESP account is opened for a child, the Government of Canada adds money to 
the account through two special savings incentives, the Canada Education Savings Grant 
and the Canada Learning Bond.

The Canada Education Savings Grant provides grants, up to a maximum lifetime of $7,200.00, 
depending on parental income and amount of parental contributions.  The Canada Learning 
Bond provides an outright grant of $500.00 plus an additional $100.00 per year up to age 15 
for those who open an RESP account even if parents are unable to add any of their own 
contributions to the account.  To qualify for this grant, parents must be eligible to receive 
the National Child Benefit Supplement.

Brochures on these programs are available in a variety of formats and languages directly 
through HRSDC on these websites:

Registered Education Savings Plan
http://www.canlearn.ca/eng/saving/resp/index.shtml

Canada Education Savings Grant
http://www.canlearn.ca/eng/saving/cesg/brochure/index.shtml

Canada Learning Bond
http://www.canlearn.ca/eng/saving/clb/brochure/index.shtml

or by visiting www.niagaracatholic.ca and accessing the Parent Information tab under the 
Parents/Community tab.
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
FEBRUARY

Tuesday, February 1
College Applications Due

Tuesday, February 1 - Thursday, February 3
Exams

Friday, February 4
Professional Activity Day

Monday, February 7
Semester 2 Classes Begin

Monday, February 14
Program Chairs Meeting
Tuesday, February 15 - Wednesday February 16
Ring Sales

Monday, February 21
Family Day

Tuesday, February 22 - Friday, February 25
Spirit Week
Tuesday, February 22 - Thursday, February 24

Grade 11 Retreat
Thursday, February 24

Grade 9, 10, 11 Math Contests
Dance

Friday, February 25
Early Progress/Warning Reports Sent Home
Casual Dress Day

MARCH

Monday, March 7
Program Chairs Meeeting

Tuesday, March 8
Shrove Tuesday

Wednesday, March 9
Ash Wednesday

Thursday, March 10
Markbook Reports Sent Home

Friday, March 11
Spirit Wear Day

Monday, March 14 - Friday, March 18
MARCH BREAK!

Monday, March 21 - Friday, March 25
Subject Specific Literacy Lessons

Thursday, March 24
Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences

Friday, March 25
Casual Dress 

Thursday, March 31
Grade 9 Practise Literacy Test
OSSLT
Catholic School Council Meeting 
(6:15 pm)

APRIL

Wednesday, April 6 - Friday, April 8
Grade 11 and 12 Reconciliation

Friday, April 8
Spirit Wear Day

Monday, April 11
Program Chairs Meeting

Tuesday, April 12
Grade 12 Math Contest

Wednesday, April 13
Living Green Ribbon Assembly

Sunday, April 17
Palm Sunday

Monday, April 18 - Friday April, 22
Holy Week

Tuesday, April 19 - Wednesday, April 20
St. Francis Invitational Boys Soccer Tournament

Thursday, April 21
Holy Thursday
Stations of the Cross

Friday, April 22
Good Friday

Sunday, April 24 
Easter

Monday, April 25
Easter Monday

Thursday, April 28
Assoc. Elem. School Dance
Midterm Reports Sent Home

Friday, April 29
Casual Dress Day

       **See important Grad info on reverse
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 ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL GRADUATION
TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2011 AT 6:00 P.M. AT NIAGARA COLLEGE, NOTL

Keep this sheet in a handy place for reference to important dates! 

Graduation is the culmination of a student’s high school years and should be a happy and memorable event.  We are 
anxious to provide a program that our graduates will always remember and have arranged the following activities: 
(**Please note that these are the only school sponsored graduation activities.  ANY OTHER EVENTS ARE NOT 
SUPPORTED BY ST. FRANCIS AND WILL NOT BE CHAPERONED BY SCHOOL STAFF.**) 

REQUIREMENTS:  In order to participate in Graduation, each student must successfully complete 40 hours of 
community service by May 13, 2011 and attain 30 credits (including Religion) by Friday, June 24, 2011. Failure to 
satisfy these requirements will exclude the student from the Graduation exercises.  

GRADUATION RETREATS
Each student will be expected to participate in a one-day school retreat on May 11 and The Board Grad Celebration 
which is tentatively scheduled for May 19. 

GRADUATION REHEARSAL:
Rehearsal for the graduation exercise to take place at Niagara College has been scheduled for TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2011 
AT 9:00 A.M.  ATTENDANCE AT REHEARSAL IS MANDATORY.  

GRADUATION EXERCISES:
The Graduation exercises will be held at Niagara College, NOTL campus on Tuesday, JUNE 28TH AT 6:00 P.M. All 
graduates must be at Niagara College by 5:00 p.m. sharp. Each graduate will receive four guest invitations to the 
Graduation Exercises.   

GOWN PICK UP:
Gowns must be picked up at Niagara College on Tuesday, June 28, 2011 following the rehearsal. 

PICTURES:
Each grad will receive 1- 11x14 class composite in a vinyl grad folder, 1- 5x7 diploma photo taken at graduation and 1- 
5x7 prom photo taken at the dinner. 

GRADUATION DRESS FOR FORMAL EXERCISES:  
Both male and female graduates will wear academic caps and gowns.  Students must return the gown & stole but they 
may keep the cap and tassel.  Note: Failure to return the gown & stole immediately after the grad exercises will result 
in the student being responsible for the cost of the gown as established by the company. 
In order to participate in the graduation ceremonies, the dress code is as follows: 
Males: A shirt, tie, dress pants, socks and dress shoes.  Recommended black socks/shoes. 
Females: A dress, skirt/blouse or long dress pants and dress shoes. 

GRADUATION PROM DINNER AND DANCE:       
The graduation dinner and dance will be held on Wednesday, June 29th at John Michael’s Banquet Facility.
Photos will be taken between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. followed by dancing until 
11:00 p.m.
All graduates are responsible for acquiring their own appropriate attire for the graduation prom.  This attire is not 
included in the graduation fee.  
It will be necessary for non-graduates accompanying graduates to pay a $50.00 fee by May 27, 2011. 
A Graduation Dinner contract must be completed and submitted by all students attending the dinner. 

Students are not permitted to leave the hall during the evening.  Students found to be under the influence of 
alcohol/drugs will be removed from the hall and a call to the parent will be made to pick up the student. 

FEES:
Graduates must pay a fee of $160.00. These payments cover the rental of academic gowns, purchase of academic caps, invitations,
certificates, programs, pictures, graduation prom and dinner, and the grad retreat.  Please pay Mrs. Conway in Student Services as 
soon as possible.  The Graduation Dinner contract must accompany your payment. 

THE GRADUATION FEE IS DUE April 1, 2011. 


